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April 20, 1938 

TheOtdQmz 

AFEWTHINGS 
TO THINK ABOtrri 
Wfitten by GeoKge Gowen 

Whitney Proves a Good Sport 
FiE0tec^ Eflilways, Not iS^MbiSc^ 

AGoodLcoen 

One of my w(M?st nigbtnuires, along with that of falUng off a tall building and trying to get home 
from town without any clothes, is that of being sent to the penitentiary. Upon a number of instances 
have I been through the Nebraska institution as a visitor, and each time my mind has been horrified 
by the thoughts of it for months afterwards. In spite of that it has always been a secret desire that I 

might be employed for a while in a penitentiary, and that too is a strange phenomenon. 

But should the worst come to worst, which pray to the hea vens it never does, I hope I can be a sport 
like Whitney has been. One cannot read of his conviction and his actions but what one likes the fel- 
low a little better even if he did sical a niillion. 

He confessed readily. He did noi lio to long expensive trials nor attempt suicide. He did the deed 
and he would take his medicine, flc wouldn't allow his folks to weep at the trial and he seemed to 
agree with the Judge who repriniandcd him that he was a disgrace. He waved his shackled hand to 
the camera man when he was taken olT and a>kcd tliai he ha\c no privileges the worst dregs of 
society do not have. His wife and two daughters are selling the furniture to turn the money to the 
creditors, have rented a small apaiiment. and the girls have found jobs. They will start over again 
when he gets out. We all love a got>d loser. 

It reminds me of a man I once saw in a court room who had confessed to thievery. He was repri- 
manded by the court for his actions, but he faced the judge with a brave countenance answering 
simply, 'i can take it." He did take it, he went to the penitentiary, got out and has been a fine citizen 
ever since. 

We Feel Sorry. 

The trucking regulations meted out by the railroad commission are more or less of a mysterx' to all 
of us. The railroad commission was established originally to keep the railroads and other public 
utilities from overcharging the public for ser\'iees and goods the public could not do without to save 
the people. The commission now seems to have taken a new role in that it is trying to force the rales 
up, on the public to sa\e the railroads. 

We all ha\ e sympathy for the railroads if they cannot profit and w e would miss the taxes they pay 
into our treasury should they tear up their tracks and move away. But all indications are that the 
railroads are doomed, and especially for short hauls. Just like the horse and buggy is doomed. We all 
feel Sony for the horseman too or the hog man who cannot make his business pay. The railroad 
commission should step in and tell me 1 cannot sell my horse for less than a hundred dollars. The 
decline in the horse business effects many men. to say nothing of the horse sale bam where men have 
invested many thousands of dollars, similar to railroad inv estments. 

We sympathize loo with the railrt)ad w orker who is forced out of work because the truck and bus 
and acropiane/.v/c / have taken their business, but if one stops to think, this new system of 
transportation is taking many more men to operate than the railroads ever did. Where one crew might 
handle a hundred cars on the railroad, it takes two men now to handle a single truck load of freight 
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That Good Feeling. 

When a friend has done something or said something that hurts deep down in our inwards and 
spoils our appetite for a day or so, it helps quite little to have him feel sorry and apol ogize for it. 

Btit Ihe be^ feeling that can ever come over a person is to have one of your closest friends do 
something, or at least you think he has done something, that hurts terribly, and makes tears come to 
the wife's eyes, and then the next day you find it is all a mistake and he has not done it at all. That 
beats the first instance, for production of fine feelings, all to holl ar. 

Obstructing the Traffic. 

Rev. Birmingham started up town the other day with his car and fell in behind a traveling man also 
coming into town, but the latter was driving so slow he was obstructing the traffic. Well, there isn't 
any penalty for driving slow. 

If a person wants to drive like hell through Noith Loup he wants to be a lad\ and preferably a 
nurse. Two of that profession went thundering through main street so fast the other day that even Jim 
couldn't catch them. He had to phone on ahead and Geo. Round waved them down as they entered 
Ord. 

They were brought back and haled before Judge Barber who immediately proceeded to administer 
the fine antidote. But the nurses had no money to pay a fine or pretended they didn't, and they were 
in a borrowed car. The reuular thin^ to have done would be to toss them in the calaboose and let 
them lay out the fine. That's what would have happened without a doubt had they been men. But 
ladies are different. After long and heaw procrastination Justice Barber changed the potion, sen- 
tencing the ladies with the Dutch Uncle treatment and let them go on rejoicing. 

Hear the pitter patter on the v\'indow pane! 
What's the use of our complaining, 
When it's raining, raining, raining. 
All join in on the chorus. 



April 27,1938 

He Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Ma W0m }imm Esc^ijpies Wanted. 
Cochian for Van R. 

A Correction. 

I seem to have hem isis^sm \S0, week abo^ ^ two nuises, v/ho drove tiudi^ the str^ with 
tibidr ttm pDisli^ to the footboM, I said that JuO^ BMn^ aeqtiilt^ them wttfa the Dulch 
Uncle pill. He levted a Ssm on ibem md ilasy said the^ w^mdd $^ nii^i^. Tbgy said tib^ 
gGdsg to a rush confinement case in Burwell wbesn Geo. Round finaOly Stopped ^mn^ }a$ ^ 
<l^$l^ing 75 miles an hour at the time. On the vmy kick fhey claimed they were going to another 
rush confinement case 4&9mt& Wbs$^b0. 

Geoige R. &^ ibs^mv^ pay &m 0 Aey proi^^iiied^ Jiti^ #iU tmikSi a tt^ aft^ Him mi lima 
there will be more costs to pay or more days on the rock pile for tiie ladies. 
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ACloseCidl 

And that all reminds me of a little expm^ce I bad the other day in Ord. I went east across the 
M^wsy and by Anderson's garage, and in caossing^ bij||iwi^, I remembCTcd afterwaid, I not 
come to a dead st(^<Ko om was in si^t and I hesitated^ loofc^El twice and moved on. I was lookii^ 
for a paity and st<^iped at flie wfong house. On my way back to die street, after geUiiiig my direc- 
tions, one of the Ord police drove up. He was sitting in the car witii another man and fliey were look - 
uig at my csur aiKi tne. 

My heart began to sink and go ttirough aU sorts of mineuv^ I tded to ^mk n^t I bid done. I 
knew I had not sped — my car will not spead if I wanted tOw bnd^^ ace JVloe too f9od, but 
how did he know? Thm I mmsdbesGi crn^g ike highway, wi^oot eomi^g to t dead stop. I 
thought of how ttie fdlows would pan nae whm fliey heud of iiQ^ 

die law enforcement of Jim and Chancy and how it 1^ Atnused us all. Now it was my turn. I kept 
walking however as no^ngbad happ^mL If he diould cbange his mind I was not going to remind 
him of it 

They kept watching me still, and looking at my number. I notiml they were parked on the wrong 
s»ie of the street and dedded to motion it to the judge. Mr. Policeman was moving now, picking up 
something, his book perhaps or his gun. But I did not hesitate yet. 

I heaved a sigh and decided to take my medicine. 1 had the money. I had just sold two cases of eggs 
and had not bought the groceries that the wife had sent for. I felt for my pocketbook. Yes tiwre it 
was. I, too, thought how I would try to talk John Ward out of putting it in the paper. He is a good 
friend of mine. 

I kept moving on toward my car however, eyeing the said policeman, but still trying to act as if 
nothing had happened. 1 had a notion to nod at him but I didn't dare. He was watching me closely 
and as I started to get into my car he started to gel out. a package in his hand, but he did not wave or 
whistle so I started my engine, put the car in gear. He \\ as walking now, around his car, I was driving 
off and he went into the house where I had Just inquired the way. 

1 told last week of instances that are producii\c of line reelings within one's internal workings, and 
I will say thai this last instance ranks well up toward the lop. 

I still have my money from the eggs that the cit_\ of Ord might just as well ha\c had. and 1 have my 
self respect and 111 bet in the great hereafter 1 stop at the stop signs. 1 don't care for those line 
feelmgs. It niiglit not turn out so well next time. 

Short Shavings. 

I was at Greeley the other da\ and wanted to inquire about a seed and teed loan and I concluded 
they loaned their money, if they did at all. by wait, ^'ou wail for hours to make your application, then 
wait for the money, then, in all probability, next fall, they will have to wait for their money to be 
paid back. 

Bert Brown and his wife who are making a long visit with their children in Washington arc having 
many interesting things happen. I'll waixant. They have six grandchildren, all little boys, and all 
between the ages of two and five. 

Someone said Rev. Hill reminded them, in the pulpit, of a king. Rev. Hill did not think that such a 
hot compliment. If they had only said he reminded them of a dictator, he might have been more 
pleased. 

Mrs. Eva Johnson had over fifty music pupils last year Jrom ttiis little town and territory, and that is 

not so had. 

Scotia has a fine school, the population of it being Just about the same and sometimes a few more 
than the pt>pulation of the town, which is around five hundred. 

At the cheese factoiy meeting 1 made the remark that my chickens would not drink whey. Annuel 
Frazer and Art Slillman laughed and said their chickens drank a pail full c\ery day and liked it. The 
conclusion w as that the drinks in Greeley county ha\ e long had the reputation of being more potent 
than mere whey and my chickens' training and bringing up were wrong. 
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Politics. 

George Mayo stopped and had a visit with Governor Cochran the other day and George reports that 
the Governor is very much delighted that Vem Robbins is running for the unicameral and hopes he is 
elected. 



May 4, 1938 

The Qrd Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Depleting Crops Quotas Damned 
Much Talk Atx>ut Our School System 

Sqil Conservation- 
There was a good deal of wailing on the streets Friday ov&c the Soil Conservation contracts pre- 
]^arcd by thedOOQiipiltee and by Henry and many of tbe^nam mfiisingtosigiL Thare seems to be 
a little different plan now than the men thou^t a monib ago, or at least tbe seem to think there 
is. 

One man was lutvingto {xutt in sixty acres of sorghums, smottifiT h^ Ismd lie idl^. Qm vm 

going to have to plow up some fine small grain. One man w>s@ so c£^psted over the smaU amount of 
com he was allowed to raise that he said, 'ifaey must think I expect to go filing tiiis sunun^." 

One man who had a fine farm rented of Qn itM^^ cptiapany was in a quandafy plliwiiig 1$; 
his small grain and only hai^g fiffy-five acres of his half section into com, and letting part of 
fine land lie idle. The same insurance con^p^ had pother hill farm near that they could not rmt at 
all S0 this &rmer rented tfiis h^ tsm msA W l^Siog dil imt mm of it lie as vmaM Imve 
h^peoed if it was not mited, he is able to farm all his good ground that he wants to com and draw 
tile payments on bofh pfoc^^ 

0^ mm argued and wdnd^ed what g^ it wtlttld ^ Wn if Qie pd&i 0tmm did go to $i?tfy -five 
ce^ ni^ fall, if he was mt i^owed la raise oidy half ttstt^he dbei^ld i^se. To an outsider, it seems 
ttiat so many mm ace backing out of i^iolt^tiheir contracts, ttiat the whole of ttie purpose of tfie pro- 
gram will be ruined. 

Schools Lara Basied./$l^l 

Many peciple aie wondoii^ ^ p»od accox^lNhed at the Wmk meets held in different towns in Ihe 
€ount^> oKiteide of drawkig people into town to do tradmg. It h a ^tiestion to many just what good it 
is to mg fmHie chil<hen to pirt on a c^oj^ist to see which one knows the most about history or who 
can 1^^^ the accurately, mtm^fy^t^ 

At dasy event, Urn t^ldt^ in Umn goft a holii^^ out of the ai^^ and^e city teachers;^ who are 
paid to teach the ei^ diildren, put in a hard (fa^ cni ttie country kids. The counhy Idds get hauled to 
town £Uid back and lose a day's training that their teacher mi^t have pvm them. 

The dg^th gcaie ^mnlnaHons loo seem filie, to a of people, ateit so mm% hmik, Bmx&m-^ 
tions» aiiyway are iafe^tit m kiidc^ an^dac^ <mly h!&<^me no betl^ way yet htni^een fimnd 
to find out how much the kids know. But the eighth grade examinations seem to n:mny foolish be- 
cause ttie qui^^Qps ai^ mdU is ^ee^ttnusoal tiiat a child does not pass. Whm they doii^ imial - 
ly it m hejcmtisie tibe dUtd k m SrosMed ti^^h^ forgets a que sticm or mo. 

What makes it more ridiculous is the fiiet ^t all the chi Idren do not have to take 1h«m^ m3i^ 
mysim&m r&mk ite eighth graders in "Am ^o(^ ^dtssml do ma hmt to tsk^ iSma iJiMk in iQie 
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Ncnth Loup school Hxey do. Kids from die country have to take pilgrimages to the city and under the 
guidaoee of Bmdmm -^bo will spell wmds and answer questions for the said eighth graders, go 
tixim^t^^ isiwmtsA tlirtiirev 

Then anotii^ ridiculous feature of it is the fact tbat ma^ have the idea that because tte duld has 
passed the esuimnation aka^ In Itto^cdi &t ApnU tbs^ ^eMM Imams all &ere is to 1mm and can either 
quit school for the remainder of the term or loaf and read story books and make themselves a gm eral 
nuisance in the school rocmi. 

1 1mm of a gld a tmymx^ ago vifbo failed by one point of passing her arithmetic. For three monlfa^ 
she w^ of the ftiM not to ever go to school a^iiL Finally l^mm ^ did not have anything else to 
do ^e took the eighth grade ov& and finally went on to high sdiool and graduailed smd now is one of 
tibt^ fiiie$t lutizeiis one could ask for. She was tremendously mortified for all the remainder of her 
scitdol, i^icSq iSie oibm of her class wmt on ahead, bat ^ ^ not^m^tified now for few if any of 
amount to ihan she. 

ibi l^ld me the reason of her failure. In the first place, she said, arithmetic was not easy for her. 
That^camii^^oii came last in fte day. She -wBs neaaciy ^faau^^ from &e effort flie etfier i^umfis, 
and when she came to the arithmetic, black spots were dancing before her eyes, and her head was 
aching terrifically. When she got home she found, in her distraction, she had passed up two problems 
altogeth^. 

Grades in school are so much bunk too, and are instituted because it is the easiest way we have to 
educate children in the wholesale method. Many smart educators claim that each student should be in 
a class by itself. Lloyd Van Horn has a boy who learns so easily the teachers have to continually hold 
him back. On the other hand a child might be in the same grade, a little slow to learn, but in the end, 
with training suited to his character, in all likelihood, will be just as valuable a citizen. 

Retracting. 

Another point along the same thought and too, not the same, is the faet that there arc not nearly so 
many school children now as ten years ago and especially twenty years ago. In a few \ cars. it will no 
doubt be possible for the North Loup school and others perhaps if they are not consolidated, to rent 
out half their building for offices and just use the other half for school. Twenty years ago t here were 
many more in high school than today. The grades have noticed a bigger drop and this is because the 
slump in child raising started with a vengeance less than twelve years ago. E\ery where, all over the 
land the decline in the number of children bom is noted and in place of expanding our schools, in 
many places they are retracting. Wc hope we shall [the rest is missing]. 

May 11, 1938 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Come Back Home, Friends: It Rains 
North Loup Dogs Closely Watched 

It's A Rainin'. 

For m\ friends like Moiris Rendell and the Collins" in Missouri, my brother, sister and mother in 
California, Browns. Allen Tappan and Ed Jeffries in Washington and Oregon, Hish's and Lloyd 
Wheeler in Illinois, and the many others who have left principally because it seemed like it never 
rained in this country, I will say that now they might come back and see an old time wet spring. It 
has been many years since we have had as much rain in April and May as we have had so far. 1 just 
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came fiom fbe gaatdm where I wa& surveying the fhiit Tbt tomatoes stood in water, I saidc into the 
mud six inches, and the rain was still pouring down. 

A new spirit prevails among us alL Last week when the rain was pouring steadily 1 had a sick 
horse. I called Dr. McGinnis and apologized when I spoke saying, "This is a heck of a day to have a 
sick horse." 

**No," Dr. corrected. ''No. I'd say this is a fine day." 

It had been many years since the small grain has looked so fine as it docs liub spring. The wheat 
and rye are a foot high and many are worrying that it is so luxuriant that it will surci\ lodge. The 
alfalfa is nearly knee high and has another three weeks to grow. There has been pasture three weeks. 
More than this the water in ilic new ditch is ready to be poured on the land in the valley. 

There is some diffcrcnee in opinion as to how deep the sub-soil has been soaked. \n the fields, 
naturally, it is wet funher dow n and in Mira Valley, where the\ had one good rain the rest of us did 
not get. the men there claim it is wet down four or more feet. Howe\er. some of the men in this 
vicinity have been planting trees and fence posts, and in most places find dry dirt at about the bottom 
of the post hole. Our soil has been frightfully dry for a long time and it takes more than one gentle 
rain to restore the moisture. 

Real Service. 

To illustrate the ser\ ice rendered by some of the Ord business men 1 guess 1 better mention an 
incident that happened to me last week. 

About three weeks ago my w ife asked me to stop at a man's house in Ord by the name of Austin 
and buy a package of sewing machine needles. She has a peculiar breed of a machine and has been 
unable to buy needles at the store that will work. 

I stopped at his house and Mrs. Austin said he was out of town but would be back in a week or so. 
She took my name and address and said she would have him mail me a package. 

Something went askew, lor we did not get the needles. Then one day it turned out he came home, a 
little unexpected and his wife had gone to Bui*well. Mr. Austin saw my name on a slip, and it being a 
rainy day and he having no other work, he thought he would drive to N. L. and see what 1 wanted. 
When he got to N. L. he found 1 lived four miles in the country. It was raining and very muddy, but 
he had come this far so he proceeded the last four miles in the mud, very nearly getting stuck several 
times. 

T told him when he stopped that all 1 wanted was a package of needles. He was nearly exhausted 
from the dri\ e and sat down on the porch a minute. 1 felt a little guilty so 1 let him tinker the machine 
and helped him come a little nearer getting pay for his trip. 

It Must Be True. 

A young man by the name of George Chipps drove into Sheldon's Filling Station last week with a 
sweet, young lady friend. He did not order gasoline for a minute but fumbled about in the cubby -hole 
of the dash board and extracted a piece of paper and showed it to Irvy. 'This is what 1 have been 
doing today." he said. 

Irvy glanced over the paper. It was a wedding certificate. George seemed quite elated over it and 
Irv^ looked at the girl and she too seemed to acquiesce, so Ir\ y came suddenly to the conclusion that 
there was no hoax to the deal and they were actually coming home from that one great occasion. 

He's Getting Hell Now. 

The notice in the Quiz of Mavor Cumniins in resard to the severitv in the method he intends to 
enforce the dog license law, draws a little smile from many who happen to know how difllcult it is to 
eni brcc such things in small towns. On the other hand perhaps it does not draw a smile from the man 
who has the job as dog catcher. 

Of course dogs must be killed, but Glen Johnson and Jim Coleman seem to have the dog business 
pretty well worked out. They keep the dogs closely watched up, and only dogs with no owners, and 
dogs that are vicious or harmful are the ones killed. But they are not getting into trouble with the 
Uttle boys in town by killing thek pet. 
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Anoth^ P0itit that draws comment is the fact that the licenses to sell liquor are limited in nimiber. 
Why is it necessary to limit the number of llpor sdters so ^ve^ would be pmStskte my mem ttw to 
Itodt tt^ ngQdb^ of licenses issued to trucl^^ or sale bams, doctor^, or farmers? Tlie s^jlie^^i^^ 
has been brouj^t u|) in N. L. If it is a good thing to sell ttie stuf^ why limit Ike sale to cme man, any 
more tiian to ]mM the iiyml>er of gr@mie$ in town^ One grocery ^ould do fine here> Thi^ or llrur sure 
too many. 



May 18, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 

Itl THINK ABOIJT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Quick Learning No Success Guarantee 
Jensen Big Fanner 
Mexicans Coining 

It Takes Luck Too. 

The North Loup Loyalist gives a list of the graduating class and as customary, the tw o brightest pu- 
pils are named, and then the list is continued on in their rank to the lowest. It is a fine boost for those 
bright students, but not so hot for those at the end. It is true that we cannot all be first and perlu^s it 
is an honor, in a way thattbese children are able to graduate at all from the courses offered. 

But. pupils who trail, according to the list, toward the foot of the class, have heart. Those at the 
head of the class learn easier and have an advantage, without doubt. But if they do not continue their 
work, and succeed more th^ the average in later life, they will be tagger failijres, without doubt. 

Bear in mind that it takes more than the ease of learning to succeed. Of course that helps, but the 
woods are full of successful men and women who were in the lower bra^ckets of learning. Hoo\ cr 
nevo" graduated from high school and flunked in English in college. Edison was kicked out of school 
and one teacher said he never would amount to anything. I have heard the valedi ctorians of our little 
school named off several tijnesj and it is a question if they have succeeded, in the end, as well by 
hard work and the sooner adjustmoits are made and worry is stopped die happier ail hands are, 

-0- 

After being away from Ord for 20 years I am not surprised that Harvey Mann would say that he 
hardly knew the place. And I was gratified wlien he told me that he thought Ord was die Gn&st and 
frettiest town that he had hem in and he has traveled much. And how well I remenodKir flie old days, 
more than 40 years ago, when I wait 'Inaking" with John Ratcliff and Levi Hamilton h^^ween Ord 
and Grand IslaiuL I had jMt oooa^ fidta Midugan ami had not as yet landed a job and I lpd quite an 
idea of becmxmig a raih^ad tmsL Har^ was ba^ggage wd caqixe^ mm we QeSm^iy ^led him the 
baggs^e sm^^ier) In fliose days. He came in for a 1^ g&m^ My fimewing old ac- 
quaintances in Ot± He is 80 years old and lodl^ to be 60 w&d ^ fine. I hope he will come 
again. Of course he didniH Snd a great msm^ of diose witih whom he used to play che^. He came to 
Ord seven or eight years before I did but I liave stayed 23 years longa- so we are more than even and 
I hope he comes visiting a^uu 

-4- 

There is nothkig ii^ai:ar to flbte hegrt of a Htfbbo^ ot @rl ftan tb^k and it is a mml fatfaa- 

who ^0dll not see to it tiiat ^ pet m prcrvided with a metal tag sueb as the city r equires . Keny says 
Budc has a new locket Folks^ 0L yarn child's pet a locket. It will be cbe^ii^ than the tears of 
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anguish tite cMtdrefi mil shed If^ some day, the dog comes up missing. Well toward a hundred 
people in Ord have already bought the locket and the time or dead line, is past. No use to take 
chances. The law can't personally know all the dogs in town and the orders are to get all that do not 
have a tag. It is unfair for one to pay and the neighbor not to do so. 



May 25, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowai 

Raising Cane 'Cain?' to Help the Nation 
Will Soil Program Fail This Year? 

A New Program. 

I he^id^ p^^n suggest the other day, that the govOTament, in that they are in the piimp priming 
t^jsmess again and seem to be deteamined to put money out in trillions^ institute a car conso^tion 
program along with the soil conscn ation Schme. 

ConservatiGoi is hardly the right y/ord so perhaps a Car Replacement program would be better. The 
law seems to require now that all cai^ not lektively new, without wiii4slueld wipers and other nick- 
nacksfsicj beputioto iiyM^^ so a program of that nature Wojuld b^l^ty welcome* 

It might be run along^e same line as the agriculture programL Money might be put out to every car 
owner to buy a new GSt with, and the stipulaticMi mdgbt be something to the effect that he could or 
couldn't (it wouldn't matter which) drive his car o^et so tiumy^trillion miles. 

Now a program of this sort has many advantages evm 0V€t the Soil Conso^v^m |irogram. In 
place of lai^uig caae as the farmers dx^ imm^sm $0 sxmch about m tliat Hie^ c^imol iftidaite^^y^ 
good so mudi cane raising will do for anyone, if we took ournew fiiiaa^ed ©ar out andmsed cain all 
over the countiy, the raisers would at least be having some fun out of it, besides helping the gasoline 
indh^iy. 

R would put thoi^am^ m ttSMm^ of old cars in the junk hsa^ to be made into ammaiiik»i fi>r 
iSm S^saoA SpuiM^ aoid wmM put trillions of men at wodc IpiiUdii^iiew and inmq^i^ 

Cali^i^t#]»ti^^ It would pit triUiom cf dollafS Oiit^Eito the county so p^le 

could start earning and start pi^^io^ taxes so as to balance the budget for iQiia program, that some say 
will ^ifce a ttiUifm yeai^ to f^^. It would come as near an equal distribution of tihte treasury as Uny 

TJbere is only one^jectei to Ms pto0sm ^iM limcve beard voiced. If everyone tooJ^ advantage of 
Ms po^am^ it k wond^ed who is gn^^ t^ have time to stay at home and work with all the cane 
thore is to be raised 

The Cioaalttg Woid. 

I;^p@sime^yDu wonder wbiy J use the word triO&sin. A man in town the other day posting bills 
exj^inied it to me. He s^ we use to talk in millions billions hxA Fraiiklin Roosevi^ltbas started 
us to t^atig trillions. That is the cornh^ word 

He smd, "I voted f^ Mm <mce — maybe the oth^ man wouldn't have done any betto", but he at 
lea^ nx^uIdnH have pled up debts fbr mxt graiidddldteQ to pay. I had u^mm Fd vote finr ike 
oflief feUow nowt0 sWrt paying off." 
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Like the End. 

And looking at the Agriculture Soil ConservatiMsn program in a more serious li|^ the ^Ktole thing 
appears like it is going to be a complete failure in this sipDtkmof tise state at least 

The com acreage has been so drastically cut down by the committee, it sei^ like, fisiii^ of ttie men 
are mA signing up. Almost every oflier man you meet says he just can*t do it One mm on a quarter 
was allotted only fifteen acres of com and fifty of cane. All such msn are not signing besito many 
d&iE^ viieie die ratio is not so bad. 

It is all too deep for me to understand very thoroughly, but the idea is that already there are big 
hold-ova- stocks of com in eastem sections. If 1938 is a good com year, and everyone raises the 
Umit Ms &rm can ndse, wrSxout question Acre will be a surplus next fall and a Hoover price of ten to 
twenty cents. Five himdred bushels of fifty cent com is as good as a thousand of tvi^ty-five c«t 
com as ^ as sales purposes are concerned. 

The whole purpose of tfie farm program is to cut production and raise prices. "Soil Conservation," 
is just a blind or an excuse for the program. There is no crop in this country so hard on the land as 
cane and alfalfa, for land that is not sub-irrigated, is almost ruinous. 

With five out of ten of the men you meet proclaiming they are not complying this yean it looks 
like, if this section is an example of the whole country, the Agriculture program is singing its swan 
song. 

Short Shavings. 

In digging a grave at Scotia recently, the diggers found dry dirt, so the story goes, at a depth of 
about tlvc feet. They deduced that ward f?sic] the bottom of the grave, they found the moisture 
coming up at about five f?sixj lecl. They deducted that another six inches movement from both 
directions would put the water together. 

An anonymous fan letter from Arcadia asked me to tell something of the Credit Association here at 
N. L. I will ir\ and do that some of these weeks. Our town is fiill of co-operatives. A co-operative 
store, cheese facton', ice packing plant, elevator. Building and Loan, bank and a telephone company 
that was originally co-operative. Some of these institutions have drifted more to corporations than 
co-operalives. The B. & L. and the Credit Association are the truest co-operatives. 

This Quiz reader seemed to be quite enthusiastic o\er the paper. He (or she) concluded by saying, 
''I can thmk of but one thing finer for every family in Valley County and that would be a pair of 
twins that would vote straight Democratic w hen they grow up." 

1 usually pay little attention to anonymous letters. Usually the sender does not sign his name be- 
cause he is ashamed of what he writes. That could not have been the case here. It was a very nice 
card. 



June 1, 1938 

Hie Qrd Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

The Korfii Lo\xp Oxxp&^ve Qedit Association. 

One man said to me iii f^gsi^ to Nortti Lot^ ibat if iiire did not get a bank down tiiei^^ toWQ will 
dry up and blow away. A&er our bank had l^led and we were without one, flie tiorHi hovsp business 
men began to feel Hmt was about true^ There was no place to mslk ^ed^ and it was a m^ianoe to go 
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touring off to neighboring towns every day to do the banking. Merchants carried big rolls ofmcsa&y 
to cash checlcs, but this was dangerous and unsatisfactory. 

Because no individual seemed to want lo start a bank was the reason the Go-operative Credit Asso- 
ciation was started. It is not altogether a new idea. In factories and packing plants and places where 
many men work, there has been similar cooperative organizations for years. Recently, to help such 
communities as this, without banking facilities, the law has been extended and in the last few years 
many co-operative credit associations ha\c been established. 

This credit association at North Loup does practically every thing a bank does. It takes your money 
for deposit and allows you to write checks. It loans money to members who ha\e proper security, 
write drat^ls on other banks, rediscount your notes with city banks if the collateral is satisfactory, 
clerk sales, writes insurance and gives advice. 

There are a few features that are slightly different. To deposit money, you must lake a tenth of tfie 
deposit to buy stock in the association. Then when your deposit is withdrawn, you can. with a 
different check, withdraw vour stock. To borrow monev vou must also buv stock in the association. 
This way. the capital stock of the association is always one -tenth of the deposits. 

In place of the president or secretary loaning you the money, there is a loan committee of three men 
who make the loans. All the secretary does is to take your application and make out the proper 
papers as the loan committee approves the loans. Loans over five hundred dollars must be approved 
by the board of directors. 

Besides the loan committee, there is also a board of five directors, out of which the secretary is 
elected. These fellows are supposed to meet every month and chew the fat over salaries, collections, 
overdrafts, rents and borrowers for the secretary to put the thumb screws on. They are supposed to 
manage the association. 

Besides these two groups there is another committee empowered to audit the associ ation four times 
a year. This committee is supposed to delve into every act and loan of the others and stir up a slink if 
anything has gone askew. They even have the power to close the association pronto, but this com- 
mittee is not as important as it sounds for they are not expert auditors and the association is ex- 
amined regularly by the banking department the same as other institutions. 

There is one feature that seems to be the biggest barrier of any for eo -operative credit associations 
and that is that there is no guarantee connected w ith the deposits such as all other hanks now ha\e. It 
is urged however that this does not matter. The present guarantee law. so the Co-op C. men argue, is 
no different or better than the old slate guarantee law and if put to a lest, it would lail similarly. More 
than that it costs money that the Co-op does not have to pay. It is a good advertising scheme how- 
ever. 

Another trouble is that occasionally there are institutions who will not take checks wri tten on co-op 
associations. Most insurance companies will not take them. Howc\cn mail order houses and firms on 
both ends of the continent cash them continually without the shghtest difficulty just as bank checks 

are cashed. 

One more trouble with such an association is that none of the officers arc supposed lo borrow from 
the institution. This would be fme if there were not eleven officers and these arc apt to be men who 
arc worth something and might be \er\' good men to loan money to. This difficulty has been 
remedied lo some extent by loaning lo the officer's w ife. 

This institution in North Loup has lurned out lo be one of the largest co -operatives in ihe slate. 
Many of them are very small, operated frequently by a lad\ or an insurance man or as some side 
issue. Compared with most banks this institution is smalL but still it serves an impoiianl need in this 
community. Howe\ er should anyone want to start a bank h^e, it is generally understood that this 
cooperative would gladly cease in favor of the bank. 

No one as yet has drawn any salary except the secretary. The loan committee has met once every 
week since the institution started and many times between on special cases. They have never drawn a 
cent. The board of directors are supposed to meet every month, and the auditing committee four 
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times a yf^. A few such meetings are fine but to it up week aft^ week forever with no pay 
mig^t okL, and espeeMljrsbQ^ild t&e sali&^«^ tough. 

The officers of the (^r:gaiiiza|$iQi& Mected at m WtxxM tffS^^ held Itt ttie beginning of each yetf , 
where statranents are r^d, hodness is discussed. The ^ffie^ are elected for only one year and that 
is sm&m f^^tw^ tibat is n^ so good. Should a clique of pe opie get their heads together it might bt 
very possible to oust ev^ officer of the association at om meetmg. As witti all public or semi- 
public organizations ftere is boimd to be politics played, and evei7 depositor nasddss^is oo-op C A. 
fai$ Own responsibility. More than that Wm^y institutions are always subject to ^^^c^at There has 
beai no friction displayed at any of Ike mamA meetings yet ^ould Sii^tkm ev&t 4svel&p, it is a 
qu^tion whiter die residts would show up in withdrawals of accounts or at the votes at the annual 
meetings. 

Hie h^titutitm is kept going only fi^ flie interest of the tomm A few w^lflqr men have deposited, 
in fact there are many depositors, but most of these have done so on account of loyalty to the town or 
for the convenience. It is hard sledding for a new institution to pick up the best borrowers and [the 
rest is mining]. 



June 8, 1938 

Hie Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Wi^tfOi by Geoige Gowen 

Human Skeleton Found by Farmo" 
Another Threat to Daiiy Industry 



It was really quite remarkable about Albert Combs throwing out the human skeicton last week 
while he was listing. He and Will Steffms gathered the fellow up in a and brought^him down 
town and showed it to quite a number. It was in good state of preserVSldlcM CQHsidcring everything. 
The back of tiie skull was round and quite finn. Many of the other boi^ were easily identified by 
Albert who seems to know more aboui anaton:^ than most of us. 

Albert deduced it wm in Indian grave. It was on top of a hill where the land had been &rmed for 
many years, but Albert concluded the winds (not rains) of the last few yes^ had blown Ihe soil away 
until this yesar wh^ he was &nning he finally came to the fellow. 

If it was an Indian grave it is no less dian sixty-^^f^eac& oH for there hav^ bera no Indians here to 
speak of since the settle first came in 1 872* Moie than fliat, in oir mnl^ iidii^t tm mmy periods 
when tho!! 13 moisture bones and articles diat dei^, BmWfABpt to test ^y^ li^glaigtibii c^ R 
is all quiti^ i^^oaiifkable ttiat the bones are pressed as well as diey are and that diey can be idratified 
at all as human bon^. 



For the dairpnaa, k already feced wilh the fiercest kind of competition, his new trouble of 
p&m^^t^ taui^Ddg^ mfl^ is ol^a imf mum cottieen. 

The last few years of drouth has killed much of the oii^M ptlnb md over great ar^ the 
land has come up to peme^sms. The cows 1^ tins wee^ ^$iam% but M tiie nlk somett^mg 
terrible. A3 ^ the cmm^ ism have found fiotii^ tSi iUft hild 1^ fbst wjll i^imter^ tib 
tsditt Tb^ Jmm cut the imce of tamted or w^dy cream fixim 21 to 16 cente. The taste and smell of 
milk fixnn cows tiiat have bew eating this weed is sickening at the best 



Man in a Tub. 
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It advocated ttiat flie fimoefs mow #a3lr pastures, and keep coivs shut iip a lioi^ before 
milking and other schemes that are nearly impossible. If this weed keeps gro wing and the cows keep 
eating it, that alone may mean the doom to the dairy industry for Nebraska. Already the merchants of 
Ndrfli Loup and Scotia, right in the heart of the farming and dairy industry, sell four pounds of oleo 
to one of butter and sell a good bit to farmers. This spring's experience of tainted milk is just a nother 
boost to the oleo product. Many farmers have been selling their milk and cream this spring and then 
buying oleo for their own use. 

Here are a few questions for the boys with their products who are learning to be farmers, and things 
we all want to know. 

If a seven hole plate in the com planter will plant eight acres how many acres will an ei ght hole 
plate plant? 

ir the old Farniall tractor will pull a 14 inch gang plow easily in second gear, can you plow more or 
less in the hills — that is rolhnu lands? 
If you have one peg to hang ilic harness on. how should il be hung up? 

Were the horses used in our grandfather's day. those lough little horses like the movies are made 
of, were they better than ours of today? Most boys think so. 

Chicken Column. 

Wet the mash for your chickens. It does not blow away so badly and they cat more of it. It is the 
same with chickens as with people. We don't like to eat powder. Wc like potatoes juiced up with 
gravy, and com starch pudding wouldn't be very dry. 

If the hens scratch the straw from the nests, use old gunny bags for the litter. 

Short Shavings. 

Have you noticed the birds arc back again in greater numbers than for many years. The drouth 
drove them away, but they come again with the rains. 

Have you noticed too that the Russian thistles are not doing so well this year? There are some but 
nothing like the last few years. They are a drouth plant. The biggest thistles we ever saw grew in 
1934. 

My fool bridge washed out the other day by the water from the rain at Sumter. The last time it 
washed out Jim Brannon helped me put it back in place, and that must have been in '33, for he left in 
'35 for Idaho, and we know^ it did not rain in '34 enough to wash it out. 

If you have a quart of water and a quart of wine, and pour a pint of the w ine into the water and then 
from this tluee pints pour baek one pint of the mixture, in the original w ine container, which will 
there be the most of, water or wine? Wild discussions have been held over this. You tell. 

Talking in regard to some people quarreling Art Hutchins said, "It's not worth it. Life is too short 
to spoil it that way." 

Someone else said, "No. You mean life is too long. Why make it worse than it is already?'' Which 

man was right? 

Someone said in regard to long prayers at church. "One should not listen to them. It is not polite to 
listen in when two people are talking." 1 was glad to hear that. 1 feel better now. 
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June 15, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Why Not Stop All Selling to Japan? 
Spring Flowers, Blondes, Politics 

Wholesale Crime. 

A friend of mine mailed me a picture of the proposed new landscaping for our Nebraska capitol 
building. Without a doubt this building is one of the few great buildings on the earth. The thought 
occurred to me, what a fine target it would make for the Japs to drop their bombs on after they get 
China blown to bits, and by the looks of the papers, that is not ver\' far from the case right now. 

It is beyond any question that the conquering of China is only a beginning of Japan's hopes and as- 
pirations. First Korea, then Manchuria, now China. It is disputed which countiy is next on the list for 
her to conquer, but Russia probably. 1 guess all of us have some pet grie\ance. usually something 
that we cannot help or have no control ov er. We worry about it in our work and wake in the night 
w ith that on our minds. The onslaught or debauch of the Japs in Ciiina, seems to be my worry the last 
few months. 

1 am deliglited over any little \ ictoiy the Chinks may have. 1 am saddened at their losses. It seems 
like a hopeless fight for China against such a machine of destruction like the Japs ha\ e. Still in the S . 
E. P. was an article that maintained China could win if the Japs would give them time. It all is a 
disgrace upon civilization. 

On this side of the w orld, we would put men in the gaol if they shot their game like the Japs are 
treating the China men and women. We would think it an outrage should a man kill his livestock that 
way. In our packing houses the animals must be killed instantly. And still we sit over here and do 
nothing but read the papers and just hope the outrages upon human beings on the other side of the 
earth will cease. Here we go into spasms nearly, over a single kidnapping or raping of a girl, while in 
China we happily stand by and see the Japs rape and kill and destroy a whole nation. 

We not only do that but we sell and allow our men to sell all manner of equipment to cany that 
butchering. Mr. Ickes holds up for months the selling of helium to the Ge rmans who are not in war at 
all, but we are and have been selling old iron to the Japs to carry on this war for several years. Of 
course it is not the government that is actually doing the selling, but it all comes from here just the 
same. 

We talk about embargoes and boycotts, hirt it is only talk. Little do we care about the Chinamen. 
Their business is not our businj^ss. If they are driven into virtusd slavery it is not our affair as long as 
we <^ get a few cents for some old iron that will blow a few more of them into eternity. 

No, we aren't our brother's keeper. We would not, nor would the other natiiotis of tb© earth, 
ne@essari ly . have to take up anm to stop this slaughter of the Gbine^« Th^ mm ^^Qm^sx^mm tet 
are equally £^ctive, but we are too busy, and happy, and too anxious for the profits to concOTi 
ourselves over such little troubles as the Chinese ai© having wiik the Japs blowing their cities to 
smiUi^^ens. We will just save our worries until they get to us. Let tomorrow take care of i tself. 

A Happier Theme. 

It has been years since the flower gardens have bem as beautiful as they are tiiis year. There is 
something about the ground this year that is different The weeds are ^^i^sig^ ^^un like of old. 
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lit^ trees arc sprouting everywhere, gardens grow without half trying, and everyone will give you 
plants, gladly too, if you just want them. 

They will give you hints too on garden culture, and it all comes with a smile and profound interest 
You can hardly find a woman at home any more whose hands arc not dirty from digging and 
transplanting. The hoe is rusty and the shovel needs a bell on it. 

Mrs. Art Hutchins who is a garden fan told this of her four-o-clocks. She had read that one could 
take up the roots in the fall like cairots and put them in the cellar and plant them again in the spring. 
She took up some roots last fall and put them carelessly in her cellar. 

This spring she found them. They looked pretty bad but as an experiment she picked out a few of 
the best roots and set them out throwing the others down. To her suiprise. a few days later she found 
those she set out growing and then she noticed those she threw away had little sprouts on them too. 
She grabbed up the discarded roots and planted them also. She said it is almost beyond belief how 
fast they all grew and now she has four-o-clocks over a foot high. 

Mis. AUberry told me too, how [the rest is messing]. 



June 22,1938 

Ih^QrdQuiz 

A FEW TfflNGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

One Good Way to Avoid Trouble. 
Had a Camera Not Tozmny-Giin 

Want Me to Give ^em 

frequently I ani j^tdached by people Mil^ f^y^ mmm Mt of I Hl^ W$ hx^&M 
uxnn smd also more fiti^qp@[itly soie^ p@^n has some troiiMe that is grieving Id® soul &al Im would 
like to have exposed. After sevatal years of writing ijsi^ bmk I bave l^^an^ta loe^ ttma some 
of die bacMre. W&n Rql^bJoS t^Mtne of act j^d MnM ^tpim la^Oi luul his feelti^ |»itt lately over 
scoi^dkiQg l wrote i^lMci^y,^!^ as soon as I can, I mu^ see the fellow and tcy t&make up. 

T^em a nuiiiber of p&q)le who tote their li^ msmi Txm to do the same over the 
-mtertmhm shooti% case; I did not I am in oaou]^ double as it is. PoUtics ace evsr a case to 
expose the cmeXy board p^modg bad ms^^k, pedi^sEf, but I aiB a good fti^nd of nmy of 
di^ and I don't like msagtm^ I fly lii^ to Wm ^des fcnr^y candidate, such as Ed Lee mA Jake 
Bafb^ hi a @asee^ like Rabbins, where he is our only tnan up now for tixe place, I ^\ fiee to 
boosn htm» and then I woote^ ^^nim I if pedu^ m^boomiiQ^ mi^t not do him more harm than 
good. I am not conceited enoni^ f0 think what I write hare cUnigS mudi weight 

About the most cmmnon con^^ahst to me is that of the reUef ti^ hm be^ pimsed lAoyt so fis^i^ 
Ibe Idst few years. This is miotiber subject I have tied to avoid, hi die first pk!@a» 1 inyself mi^ be on 
dole som^iisie. You cmi't telL 

Second, in almost every case tiasd; I know of ^ dfi$ail$ who^ people are getting reUef, it m&m to 
me those folks would have huagjfy ^thotft it Th0t^ ^ $0ma, perhaps, on WPA, who ^&SkM 
not be th^, but I do not know the details of it The &ct of the matter is, it seems to me, that in every 
case whe^ Iktiowall tite Si^^lbose people have t^L had hilf ^iE^^^ 

There ai@ b@^d to be mm ^^tdiS^ aid, bttt Ike it was iti G^ec^ey county, 

many of these grafters w^ weeded out eventually. The mere disgrace of a persim being on relief 
when he does not ne@d it wQl cbrive itKiiit of ti^ off whm times get better. And if there is a lo cality 
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in the land ttiat would be any more needful of aid flian tiiis tfie last year, we all have sympa&y for 
them. 

Story With « Mural. 

Out BvtQig m the ft&^ of Davis Opee& and VaQ^ is a UtSe hoiy who likes to ^ over to his 
grand&tha''s place an his pony. There are many reasons vlAs^ he Wia&& to go there but <nie of titeSe is 
the &ct that in his uiK:le*s room tiiis smatH lad can find flie nicest detective story magazines, widi tiie 
nQ»^ emtitigstcnric^ l^ eould imi^e. Ihis lad devoras a few of sfories ^h trip, along with 
cookies his ffmiSssso^m Im stoi^ away ^ little boys and girls. 

The oflM* day after Ms usiial £sast of literature and cookies and he had started home on hk h(»se» 
just ahead he noticed a man standing outside his car and be was holding something close in fi*ont of 
Mm. Hie lifOe boy felt sme fli^ this stranger was holding nobbing [missing text] gun. The boy kicked 
his pony in th0 ribs and went flying by thirty miles m hsam m moie to get away from ttds l^i- 
wi^man V9bo vai0A be robbing a bank. 

R was only a few mimdes afii^ that Rev. Bkmingham came driving in to the yard of the boy's fc^ 
for a calL He had his cammi him and had stopped in ihe canyon to ^ioot a scene or two. 

Moral: Ministers should be more careful about shooting pictures around where there are little boys 
who read detective stories. 

Short Shavings. 

There have been a few people irrigating down this way the last wedc. One or more has poured 
water on alfalfa ground that has been cut. It looks like the ditch might be a reality yet and the joke of 
it all to me is that one of the parties that irrigated last week, all along has claimed it would never 
work, and it wouldn't pay and we're better off without the ditch. It reminds one of the story of the 
early railroad engine that the hill billies swore would never mn, but after it did run, the fellows 
claimed they'd never get it stopped. 

Down this way there are a few of us who make money by going to church. By hauling our own 
milk to town we get the five cents a ptnuui thai the trucker otherwise gets. So by taking llie milk 
along as we go to church we sometime^ make enough to paHly offset the dollar or twti we toss in the 
platter, li is all perfectly orthodox for we do not collect the pay from the cheese factor> until the next 
day. 

1 like to get letters from Joe Knezacek. I do not suppose his penmanship would suit Palmer and he 
would get a low grade from that point, but he grades high with me. He writes about half between 
printing and writing and it looks more like a scroll than anything else. There is a friendliness to the 
whole page of his epistles even if the message is of little importance. Perhaps the friendliness of the 
man is carried on into his handwriting. Some would say so. 

This is a hard countrv' in which to live with drt)uihs and grasshoppers and democrats, and relief and 
kidnappings and bugs that eat up our gardens and high priced gasoline and speeding cars. 

But even at that 1 guess ITl stick. In Spain they are enlisting sixteen year old boys and old men who 
are not alVaid to die. to fight on one side for a man who wants to be a dictator and the other for rich 
men who want to keep their estates. Or in China, where they fight among themscKes until the third 
party comes in and whips them both and destroys them all. Or in Germany where you dare not speak 
your thoughts, or in England (good old Hngland. our mother country) where every person must keep 
on hand a tzas mask, or Mexico, with internal discontent or France, sittinu between two die tators. 

Yes, 1 guess 111 just stick, and go to the polls and vote and then let the fellow have it that wins. 
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June 29, 1938? 

[no dapB m dipping] 
The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gow^ 

Politics, 
Still Going, 
Universal Interest, 
Proof Enough. 

Politics 

Politics is becoming moie interesting each day. To be a member of the unicameral seems to be the 
prize package. For scm^ieasoa Howard county people are determined to have the representative for 
they have put up seven men, or to be exact seven mm frrai that county have put themselves up. It 
may turn out a little like the Chinese. They fought ammig di^nselves until they lost their strength 
and an outsider iK>sai^ ill «ukI whips them al^ 

Here in Valley county we hoped we could fceq? a single candidate and not split our own vote, but 
now the last minutes. Chas. Sterncckcr files. Many wonder if it is because he really thinks he can be 
elected, or if it is to beat Vem Chiles, himself is good enough, but two good men a^inst each otb^ 
might spoil it for both. 

To he a cowkty supervisor too. seems to be a coveted office* Just why, we hardly know unle^ it is 
the glory that goes with the position. It is apart time job that a retired man like, bringing him 
in a few sheckels, but for a busy person, it would be a nuisance. Still there arc many candidates. 

To be sheriff, s^misto be the ambition of many. In the old [nohibition days, it was freely talked 
that the sheriffs got many bribes to wink at certain boot leggers and hence his office was "veiy 
lucrative. I could hardly belike that of my sbeiiff I knew, but it was commonly thou^t, especially 
in cities and as a result, it was an office mudi sought aft^. We do not lack for candidates in Valley 
county, but it is the general opinion that tfie present officer camxft be beat en. 

The stoiy comes ttime in A ipund about way^ and quite direct too, ittie veas^ die VaU^ opunty 
papCTs made the nde IM m adv»ice teul to be paid for politi^ advi^sing, ¥W a c^tain man 
two years ago advertised qnttte fieely, afic^ ^ ai^ b^ifim hy die vot^ he lefosed to &f his 
picture m ^ Now this is uEtei^^hi^ is it iM? I loid^ date to ^VL m this eohnim 1^0 die 
name is but £f you are r^y avid to know» just slip a five doVto Mil in a letl^ and mail it to me 
asldi^^ details, and l shall wan^ you iiinlU myiii^pdCi^ and immediate attention. 

Yes po^cs are {or is it "isf^ a p^:idiar dung. We can hand^ tell wl^ sipme xossa are ele^i^ imd 
odiers fidl, even after it is all ov^^ Soinetimes excellent men are beaten fcfit ofSce, and it is no 
disgrace foit the candidate running againsi him is just a litde more excellent, or has a little better 
stand-in with the vot^ 

About the sorest mm to get elected to an ofSce, and esp ecmUy tite li^s^ offices, is die new man in 
the communitj't If he is pleasant to meet that helps and more he has oi^ 9i tem enemies such as an 
old^ man of die conmmnily is boond to have if he has ever done anyddng. Whenever men do any- 
thing they make enemies and if for no other reason, because of jeaknisy. Many people are 
unconscioi^fy jealous of anyone who is in anywi^ successfiiL 
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A man a ftnti of two or diiee quarto^ or even less, is ata loss to know even whese to start 
killing the pests. On the avera^ farm a person eould spend hi^ miSm time s|ifudding poison. R h 
like trying to dip tfae ocem dry. The hoppers are like flies. Tbey ss^ m Hie pa stures, (Hi the grain, in 
the roads, everywhere, 

ScMne datuf tit^ gntsshoppers do not titaive so #ell in wet weatfiar. No mie sine ofttialliowevi^. 
The hoi^>ers seem to move witt llie wind. Traveling men said they were thiek in weston part of 
the state last t^k and Thursday night about eleven o'clock, they invaded North Loup. These 
hoppers were big fellows with long wings. They have eaten the gardens some and done small 
damage, but yet not veiy seriously have they eiAen the bi gger crops. 

Short Shavings. 

Ed Post owed me seven dollars and the other day I met Mm on the street and he proceeded to pay 
me. He took out his purse and from it extracted seven one dollar bills, each folded separately into a 
small package a little larger than a postage stamp. When I got the six all unfolded, the bills wri nkled 
up like nigger's wool, and I asked Ed what's the idea in folding your money that way. 1 needed a flat 
iron to straighten it out. 

Ed didn't wony much about the money after I got it. He said once he earned his money flat and he 
paid to a merchant two twenty dollar bills that were stuck together when he intended to pay only one. 
When he got home he disco\ ered the shortaiie. He \\ eni back to the merchant bul he would not return 
the bill- saying lie liad no record and did nut know if Hd was truthful or not. He didn't know Ed like 
the rest of us. 

Ne\ ertheless liiai taught Ed a lesson. Since then he folds each bill separately and then he makes no 
mistakes when he counts them out. He lets the other fellow worry about the wrinkles. 



July 13, 1938? 

f no date m clipping] 
The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Most InqxMtant Crop 

PolitiGS 

For Ripley 

Cauipt^rl 
Onr Most InipmtaiiC Crop. 

Raising childram is probablf tfie tmsk iinportuot job in tiie world todi^. Here in America the big 
ambition of eveiy piitii^t $iid0V^li^^ is that the child W01 glow to be a selfHSi^poctiospcisoaQ, 
to be decoit ai^ to be law^ding. We hage too that the evi^tudly will do a little better, tbat 
our child mig^ b^?onie a l€^a^ some aideavcn:, but if our diild accon:Q>lishes tibose first three re- 
quirements, ai^ of 1^ will be v€^ bsqppy. 

la Germany^ iSss&y^ J&pm wA o&^ comilries, numbers of idiMdreii ace what count most, that is, 
nund>a:s to swell gri^itqar awd^ not quality so much a$ fuantily. Bere we have grown into a differ- 
ent ooooBpiion of raislitg diildr^ It is qiid% of &e dNIAtien fliat count most with us, not quanti^. 

Most people want two or tfoee dbildnm. If children bdmvi^ I nev^ knew a pmon to have too 
many. If die child does not behave, if he is constantly in jail en- trouble or drunk, one is too many. 
Foll^ mth no childr^ have less to look forward to, and veay fre quently mak& moie ado over odi^ 
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children than the folks themselves. For people who seem to have little hopes for accomplishing 
greatness or riches themselves, (and that includes the most of us) children are their salvation and they 
keep the spirit up. Our hopes shift from our own well being lo that of the children. W'c. with children 
that beha\e. are the happiest on earth, and all wc ask is that these children be self-supporting, decent 
and law abiding. 

Frequently the person that knows the most about raising children, or at least the person that talks 
the most, is the person who ne\er raised any. To the parents who ha\e raised a large family, this 
person is a joke. The person who has only raised one, is perhaps onl\ a part joke, lor he has a few 
rules worked out and he thuiks at least, he is pretty good authority on all tilings that turn up involving 
children. 

People who ha\e raised large families will tell us that there are no rules that will work invariably 
with all children. With the first cliild uc fmd schemes that make him mind pretty well. With the 
second, that same scheme does not work at all. The second child takes a different approach. With the 
third child wc are still making rules, changing methods with each arrival and by the time the fourth 
or fifth has come along we gi\e up and say nothing to others on how it should be done. 

And still we find great differences in families. Here is a family of children, all grown, all self- 
supporting, decent and law abiding, and everyone a pride to their parents, who would give their en- 
tire fortune or cut off their ears if it would only help those kids. And in the same neighborhood is 
another family who are all constantly in trouble (in jail perhaps) dead-beats, drunks and worse. 

We say it was bom in that family to be good, in the other to not be good. That is an easy way to 
dodge the responsibility. Surely heredil> has something to do with it, but in homes like father Flan- 
nigan's. they welcome the unruly boy. The bad boy is very apt to hav e a screw loose somewhere, and 
they ti-y to find the screw. They have remarkable success with even the worst of them. They know 
the bad boy can be saved to be a help to society if they get at him right. They know he may need 
different treatment than the others, but they know it is worth it if they make the grade and sue ceed. 

1 heard the father of six children say not long ago. 'T cannot tell you how to raise children. I 
deserve no credit for mine were of such little trouble that 1 have had no experience. 1 do not know 
what I would do if I had one like Johnnie Doe."' 

I wondered since hearing him say that if the reason he had such little trouble with his children was 
not because of his fine management of them. I wondered if perhaps he did not know the secret of 
making those children admire him and mind him. I wondered if he had had Johnnie Doe from a 
baby, (the lad who was sent to jail at fifteen) or Johnnie had been mixed in the hospital and raised 
along with this man"s own. if Johnnie might not ha\e turned out differently. 

It is not the attempt here to criticize folks w ho have failed with their children. It is seldom that we 
see a parent who docs not think at the nonce they are doing the best possible. It will be the attempt to 
seek out from those who have succeeded the methods they have used. Our children are the most 
important crop in the world today whether we raise them for peace or for war purposes. Perhaps a 
few minutes a day now , when my children are little, a few^ more mmutes study of the problem, will 
reap me many more years contentment later w hen 1 grow old. and when the children grow up. That is 
about all the hopes many of us have any more in this complicated world anyway, is our chi Idren. 

Politics. 

T was in North Loup and Ord all day yesterday and today, and both towns were seething (that's a 
good word) w ith politicians. I shook every hand 1 could fmd and begged everyone for cigar, but 
narr\' a one did 1 get. Now I really don't smoke only on two occasions. That is wedding cigars and 
political cigars. Things look pretty tough for me this year now that June is over. 

*'Jake" Jacobs, of St. Paul, who is running for the unicameral, w as in town yesterday putting up his 
pictures. He met Vern Robbins. also a candidate for the same office and they talked a while. Then 
Vem walked around the street and introduced Jake to the rest of us. 

They joked some, Vem saying we'd not have any "Jakes" in Lincoln and Jacob said that the 
Robins are going south this fall, and then we all get frosted in August. 
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Nevcfttidess, we 1mA a good time, Jaa4>s being a good jok^^ and vAum he left he told Vem to 
come to St Paul andhe would introduce Vem around invited Vem to put up his 

picture m Ms GdfeaiKi oS s^i&sin. 

I told Jacobs Ibit he had teal conq>etiti<m 6mm his way, did he not and he said^ **No. Not down 
&e9[^.Itfdtiktfie€o^^tiimis w%^ cmmtry.*' 

This just goes to diow^AiatafinebmE&of spofts aie^MeKltiiat incident oocurred in 

Mexico, or Spain, or China (bdfofe the war) these two mm would have had an alley fight or worse. 
Then after election there would be more fights. 

And ni wamint, that which ever man gets beat, ai^ surely one will in the end, they will sdll be 
smiling when it is over and joking each other. Not such a bad country we live in after all. 

For Ripley. 

Fred Coe tells me that Louie Florian, living northeast of Ord, as I understand, raked and stacked a 
whole field of hay, and he nevo* mowed it. The hail mowed it. 
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AFEWTHIN€»S 
TO TfflNK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Easier to Talk About Than to Do 
Heroisoi Must Be Its Own Reward 

Chapter II 

The Secret of Good Children. 
Ttic first essential of child raising is that the children shcMiid be made to mind their parrats will- 
ingly and promptiy. 

Once when 1 was a small boy 1 brought iiome a pup. My father said to me sternly, "You m^ keep 
that dog if you caaioak^ hipot mind, if you can teach him to come when you call him and go when 
you send him* If you cannot teach him that he'll have to be shof 

Ifow we can hardly shoot the boy if he deliberatdy goes swimming when we send him after die 
Or turns and goes ofT whm we ask him to help us loadii |% diat's about to get away, but it is 
true we ateost feel like it 

EveQ^ in ihis ]mA of the free, poist mind somemie. If you have a ^fou must nund your boss. 
Yibii must mind tibe peaoe offieeis and iS^psa diA*t you*U be put in jail and if you don't mind the 
jaitefs thrae you'll eventuaOy be sho^ Bkefiie dog. 

A forma; perhaps (me of die most independoif of all tneo, tm^ mmd die banker, for thoe are tern 
of diem indeed i^ do not bixriow miee in a while. The batdo^ is not exeiEpt, Ibr he must woi^ of 
and mmd the depositms bsbA dkectors. The austere aiid mdependent district jiKl^ have to obey in a 
sense tite sipreme court justices as well as the peace officers and tb^ tfieimelves must ^mSk ttte 
strait and nanow or the vot^ will boost titan out at electicm time* The President most ob^r tile 
laws of ttie lan4 and must be tnoiig^ to lisk evqry four years wlfih tiie volaem as ju^es. The 
members of the ^tapmoi^ Court, ^>point0d for Ule, are about die fieest from disdi^ine, but diink of 
tiie kowtowi^tt^had to do befcne get^jo^tiiehrjob. 

In child raising, tfiere are rank racqitions to all rules alwsp. We can all see exan^les of a child 
^o was nevo* made to mind by his parents, and he turned out to be a fine citizen. Then we see 
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another who has be^ m jail and in all sorts crfTtrcRibte^ tttat apparently had ^be be^ oi'tr^Mg; But 
these are exceptions. The big average for fine men and women are of those children that were trained 
fi'om childhood to mind and obey others. 

B^m T^jaxdle^ ctfihefect of how the child is going to turn out in the end, and with the belief that 
this theory is all bosh, that the child should do his own thinking, and not be mere rubber stamps or 
animals, regardless of that fact, the child that minds his parents is a much more pleasant child to live 
with than one yelling and tearing and going his own way unthought ful of any comfort of others. 

Yes, children should be made to mind, and this training should not be delayed until the child is half 
grown. We will find that parents who have well behaved c hildren usually start early on the discipline 
problem. Teachers of the smaller grades will verifS this iheon' and \\ c all have heard them say time 
and again that almost invariably children who give them trouble in the primar\ classes and then on 
through the grades are those children who have not been properly disc iplincd at home. 

All right, that seems to be settled. The child should be made to mind from the cradle, and that 
minding should continue, in this land of the free, throughout his life and to the grave. Beyond the 
grave, we will not promise, but still Saint Peter is there and the other fe How too. 

Our little study of child raising has been simple so far. first that children arc our best crop and that 
they must mind, but I can see already that we are approaching deep water. The question now is how 
to do this trick of making the child mind. It is easy to say but not so easy to do. WcTl need more 
thought on that angle of the question — the how to do it. Should we begin by whipping the child? 
Should we beg him, plead with him. lecture him. scold him. hire him or penalize him? We must 
make him mind. If we don't the police officer will sure enough take a hand someday with much 
more unsympathetic methods than we use. Everyone must mind someone. 

It Happens in Fiction. 

Wayne Manchester swam forth the other day and pulled two lads out of Davie Jones' Locker, that 
they might stay on eaith with us a little longer. 

It happened a bunch of little boys went swimming, as little boys are apt to do in the summer and 
early spring, and it also happened that Wayne was the only one in the bunch who could swim, so as a 
resuk, he took the title of self-appointed life guard and acted accordingly. The boys hiked about the 
river until they found a nice deep hole, the shallower water being very unsatisfactory in the wetting 
process. 

One lad had cramps while in the hole but he was saved easily. The second lad did not drag out so 
easily for he had swallowed so much water that he was vomiting profiisely when Wayne got to the 
rescue and proceeded to pull him to ten-a fimia. 

Now Wayne did not feel particularly heroic over the incident. But more than likely he had been 
reading Alger books or other such fiction where the saver of the drowning man is awarded with the 
daughter's hand, or given a fine Job as partner or foreman in a prosperous factory. 

Wayne was not especially desirous of such rewards. He did. however slip around the next day to 
the boy that was the nearest eternity and asked him if he might ride his bicycle to Scotia that af- 
ternoon, but the lad who was lucky to be alive, had already forgotten the incident of the day before, 
and politely but firmly refused the vehicle. 

Wayne was very much put out by then, for his trip to Scotia was of great imponance, as most boys 
trips are. so he turned on his ungrateful friend and said without mincing matters. 'The next time we 
go swimming you can just go to hell and drown." Really, Wayne had that a httle twisted- He should 
have had the boy drown first. 

Wayne is a fine little fellow, and no doubt bv now has leamed his lesson. He has learned, like most 
of us older folks, that rewards for bravery and saving our friends from death happen all right, all 
right. Yes, they happen, in fiction and story books, but not in real life. All the time we must be on 
guard to save our fellow men from death and accident with never a thought from anyone of reward. 
The reward will come sometime when \\c least expect it, from someone we least expect, when that 
someone swims forth and saves our hves from the whirling pooL 
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A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ^^ySQUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Wait Until You Get Them Raised 
Sleeping Sickness Can Be Cured 

The First Fan Letter. 

The first comment on my new series came from my mother in Long Beach. Letters from Dad or 
Mom are always the best, even if we do not like them sometimes. We know they are alw ays from the 
heart, and those tw o folks are about the only ones on earth who are interested in us other than their 
own interests indirectly. Here it is: 

"1 think you better let the child raising job out, until you have yours raised, and you will neva'be 

through that until you lose your mind or are in your grave. You might be like Mrs. 

who gave a lecture on the subject when her adopted daughter was about 13 years old and at 15 she 

ran off and married a drunken sood-for-nothine. 

' — k_ 

*'I heard a lecture by a young woman with two ( 10 and 12) year old boys and everyone said' it 
would be better for hex to wait and see how her own boys came out It is a ticklish job, raising 

children." 

I had thought of this idea myscH and put off writing this up for a long time, finally deciding to only 
give the experiences that 1 quizzed ixom others. 1 may write the next chapter next week, and then 1 

may not. 

hi another part of her letter she writes, ''Sunday Clifford took us for a trip to Montravia to an air- 
port and while on the trip we visited a lion farm. There were 208 lions of all ages and kinds. This 
man started in 1918 with three lions and they have all come from those except three males he has 
bought. 

"The worst ones he sells to zoos. He keeps quite a lot for moving pictures and sells to circuses too. 
The tamest are worth as much as $10,000.00 and others not more than $500.00. They are in great 
cages as laige as Davis' house (10 rooms 2 stories) but not quite so high perhaps." 

Another Worry. 

The horse disease that has come like a plague among us the last two years is of a very serious con- 
cem and about puts a kibosh on another one of our crops, that is the ho rse raising industry. 

As Dr. McGiimis said, there are a lot of things about the disease w e do know and thwe are a lot we 
do not, but we are sum the sickness is not catching and transferable from one aninoal to another. In 
the same herd some horses will get it and others not. 

We are quite sure it is some mosquito or fly that infects the horse and should the insect infect one 
horse, itis n^^ likely it will infect another. It is a well e^^lisbed fact that only the female mosqiato 
bites, and she only bites once. She fills up with blood cmce, lays her eggs and di^, so it is tM 
likely she would transfer the disease from a sick horse to a well one. This idea has been proven with 
tick fc\ cr in the south and malaria. 

"We do not kn©w", the dpotct iisc^llinilid^ '*if abOl^ has had iSm disease and recovered, whether 
that horse is immune or not, but we are quite sure fliat tibat horse will be free from it for twelve 
months at least." 
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Some horses die very quickly some linger. They do not actually go to sleep, that is all of them 
don*t, but they lose their pep in a hurry and appear asleep. The veterinarians feel they can materially 
help the horse if they can be called in the early stages, and while the horse will still stand, but if it 
goes down, unable to arise they feel usually il is hopeless. 

The disease is not really new but has only been serious the last two years. In 1912 there was an 
epideniie of w hat the vets think was the same thing. Usually it has been of such little concern that the 
disease was not given much attention. 

it might be added here, that in the ease ot eane poisoning, that is so fatal to cattle and stock that get 
out in the sorgums/.s/cy. if the vet is called and can get to the animal when there is still a spark of life 
left in the beast it can be saved. The treatment is almost certain and miraculous and will bring a cow 
back to life quickly, even after she had completely passed out. 

Politics. 

M. H. Tielmann was around to see me the other day, he said, renewing his old friends. For a 
number of years he was the commissioner from this comer of the county, taking his precincts from 
deep red to a well balanced black account. We have only three commissioners in this county, each 
man having his own district to account for. His friends have filed a petition for him to run again after 
four years of vacation. 

The storv s^oes that four vears aso he was urged to run for the legislature and did. After he had filed 
for that office, those same urgers put up Doyle and beat Tielmann. but Ihey beat him in two ways. 
They beat him for the legislature and also got him out of the way in the court house in Greeley. He 
once studied engineering, in Denmark and at road work he is very good. 

There is wide speculation as to how well Chas. Stcmecker will run. Some of his enemies claim he 
will not poll a hundred votes but a \eiy astute politician in Ord told me the other day that we will all 
be surprised when the count is made and he will get more than we think. No one predicts he will win 
however. He is making a campaign, it is said, walking from house to house, sleeping where\ er night 
overtakes him and trying to see eveiyone. telling them he is the "Fighting Dutchman," and out to 
scrap those homswagglers in Lincoln who are stealmg our money. 

Augusts, 1938? 

fno date on clipping] 
The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Much Talk About the Grasshopper 
No. Loi^ Telc^um&Nttmbets Needed 

For Those Away. We All Know. 

^bOFOt flbe tm^masmm &tjsmvma&(m tfbese days ou^Hp tf^ w^tfae^ iS; tiiat of grass^p- 
pm. The tmm people i^ffa n mall &0Sm, m^ xmm exdted moimmA tiie beas^ 

tiian tile farmers. 

M many ways, thd damed hi^piars a nM^aSicej alttiough &e ndk ipff ife^ am^^^m 0f tt^ i$ 
far greNIt^ lAiati ti^ d^iii^ dxey have yet perfi»nai^. M(M e^mycme ibrnks ifec^ have tMioied dowit 
in nuts^ees ttie hist wei^ or so, althou^ in spots, there are plenty yet 
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As with other fonns of liv^odc, ttie hc^)pers have their pEe&re&ee ss to vt^t th^ eat. They semi 
to be veiy f<md of rye. One man satd tiiat was fonmBUe^ fisruottung else liked tye. The hoppers will 
leave wheat and eat die lye m the &U and in the spring the mm mUt ttie grain. They Hke oats bett^ 
tt^ tsurley and that is one reascm the yields of barley was greater in most insfatKis^ tiian ^ oat 
yield. 

About die greatest damage the hoppers do is ftm of esrtiiig new seeding al&l&. Hiere has bea a 
number of pieces of alMfii sown Ms l»5t seastMi, and m eveiy kstemce there was a good stand come 
up, but I have not known of a piece but what the grasshoppers killed. This is a v^ s^kiis af £Eitr to 
us people, for alfalfa has been one of our best crops the last forty years. 

Alttou^ small patches of cmn have been eaten, like sweet com in the gardens, generally q;>eaking 
the hoppers have not damaged the com. It is possible that sweet com is relished moie thm field com. 
Some fellows were saying that the hoppers are very fond of sudan grass. It is a shame the stuff does 
not kill the hoppers like it does the cows. 

There is a great variance of opinion about the spreading of poison. Some say they find thousands of 
dead hoppers and others say their hoppers will not eat the poison. I don't blame them. I wouldn't eat 
it either if 1 could help it. 

Also, some places the hoppers arc thicker than others. There is a difference in the species besides, 
some large with wings, some small, and of a great assortment of colors. 

They are a wise looking beast and act wisely too. Gus Wctzels keep their vegetable cellar locked 
and the other day Mrs. W. found a giant hopper trying to pick the lock. One becomes thoroughly dis- 
gusted at them hopping in his face. c\cr\ which way and hi his ire tries to step on a few as he paces 
along. But this can't be done. At least veiy often. Just as the foot is to ilatten down on Mr. (irass- 
hopper to send him into grasslu)pper eternity, hop he goes, and your step has been wasted effort. 1 
don't blame him for that either. C hickens do very well on hoppers as a dessert. People who have 
many chickens have no hoppers where the chickens run. Many people are nowadays herding their 
chickens into their gardens. That all seems strange for in days gone by we all went to great exercise 
to shoo the chickens out of the garden. Times do change. 

Many people argue on that score that we should do e\er\ thing \\c can to encourage the bird 
population such as pheasants, quails and the like. In place of that, they say with the open seasons for 
hunting pheasants, we arc doing all we can to discourage the bird population. If we could only get 
our sportsmen in the notion of hunting crows, grasshoppers, gophers and such as they are in hunting 
pheasants and ducks — but it isn't the game the fellows arc after that causes men to get up at three o'- 
clock m the morning and tramp through the weeds and snow and brambles, it is the sport of it all. 

Bargains. 

While I was helping Claud Thomas fix a hay rack the other day a black -haired man drove a fine car 
into the yard. On the car was a Texas license, he wore leather boots inside his trousers and a blue 
serge shirt. He was not a bad appearing man, a little dark perliaps, and he inquired about the road 
through the hills. 

After uettinu his information he asked casuallv if Claud would be interested in buvinu oriental 
rugs. Twenty-fi\ e dollar rugs he would sell for five dollars and two hundred dollar lur coals for 

twenty-five dollars. 

Claud did not even look at his goods and the man drove on. 1 told my wife of it all when 1 got home 
and she said immediately that probably either they were stolen goods (he was a fence) or they were 
smuggled goods. Perhaps the slulT had been smuggled in at the gulf somewhere and he was 
disposing of it. She knew because she had been reading an article or two of it in the magazines lately, 
how there are men about doing just such. 

We're Still Here. 

In Ord the other day 1 heard much consternation Irom se\ eral Ord men about the fact that the Ord 
telephone directory does not contain the North Ltnip numbers, hi each case these men had to send to 
North Loup to get a directory such as they needed which contained both Ord and North Loup 
numbers. One man even proclaimed, 'It's a hell of a note." 
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T presume the telephone people had come lo the conclusion that North Loup had just dropped out of 
existence. Well, it will have to be admitted it is dropping, the out-of-town bakeries having whipped 
out one more business last w eek, but we are still making a gallant effort, we that are left at least. 

Now there is Vern Robbins left yet. the biggest horse buyer in the land and sure enough going to be 
one of the two high for the unicameral. His number should be in the Ord directory. Then there's Jake 
Barber on the county board and the two Eds who are tiying to get his job. Everyone should have 
their numbers handy for we might want to get aid from one of them. Then there's Roy Hudson w^ho 
is president of the inigation board. We might want to file a complaint and I am sure he would be 
glad to hear it. 

Then there is the editor of this column. His number should by a) 1 means be included, so people can 
call up and give him dope for the next issue, and call up and give him compliments and 
encouragements; but by no means should his number be included that the people might call up and 
give him hell. His wife and neighbors can take care of that without benefit of the telephone. 

August 10, 1938 

The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Too Many Cooks Spoil the Brotii— As AfpHed to Our Primary Election 

It Takes Smarter Men Than L 

Fco- folks with no more brains than I imv^ pn^eEOl psmmy ^^em of nominatttm is %e bunk. 
T^e oM QG0!is^€m ^^^Xsm imy have been foil of &ult$, but the system we now have is a Iqitg^ys 
fiomUto^toov 

Usually my wife and I read over the magSe ballots in flie pipsr and decide for ^om to y0ltt. If 
there is any dispute we conqnomi^ and vote herw^. But in nine cases out often we have no choice 
and know im way to decide. For exan^H for lieutenant govemir Ihoce sa^ sevoti xian]^ on the R. 
tldk«st mA dilrte^ m the D. ticket and U on^ one name I ever he^ of b efore, i^iyone witfi 
the iiliii^ ^ mn ge^ his name on the ballot and if other people^s knowledge is as mine, he mi;^t get 
elected* 

Robt ami 70 years old» a WPA ^^^sSm^ m m-Umtym^il^ Uim disgrace «^th^) mim 

eccentric, has run for some |nx>minent ofQce for years> name qq)e£ffing no differently on the ballot 
^XBoi &e smiQftesi inan of It^ attate^ and ^hmdd pmntitne^ mm faa^e a jai^^4»n^aker name d^ 
soimdi^ 19^ l^Smsx m Boh^crte^ I^. Kom^ isore Ws^ly ivotdd ief^ Mtn* Sudh an hsisScNeu^ 
would not oeour iK^te c^HivmticHi syst^n. 

And speaking of min^ Ike primary syst@ai m weak attfuri; |)(^. Years ago th^ a man by the 
niWe ^M^ff^ fiom m^hardson coimty who held H &ati^ t^ce. Ihe name was good and he xm for 
Si^>eatedly and elected repeatedly. Afier he was seventy and in his dotage, he ma fiir s^ile 
ai»^lcr and was ^^:ted. 

SmeiM oth^mm by the name of Miu^i^ teve run oit^st^^ of^e name, (this mstfs nephm 
for one) and got elected when frequently there vme no qualifications at all. The name Taylor is a 
good one in Nebraska too, and so is Swanson, The Grocer Norris incident would not have o ccurred 
bsA it mt be^ for our primary system. Fw tte County Clerk and Clerk of the D. C, no republican In 
Valley coimty dared to enter the fight. As it is there is no candidate to oppose the inciunbent. Not 
that the incimibents are not fine men, but it spoils the spirit of democracy, and imder the con vention 
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system, two good wm would have been (m ttie R. ballot Vfbm I say good ones, I mean that, for the 
R. would have tmde it a point to put up a man witti dmm 'fif wtaing, 

Usually speaking tb& mw days who (Mi spend file mdst moi^ advc»:timng gets the Job. 
Som^bn^ this advising takes tiie form singing crooning songs ovies' &e radio, ^ use of 
esdBopes to draw die crowd, or telUng fool stories, or slander of the opposing candidate like Senator 
Bilbo. It is not a matli^ of the smartest mm gating dec^ bi^ fiequently the man wi^ flie most 
ball)dioo. 

Si^uld I vote in Valley county there would be 84 names to choose from. The first man on the list I 
cared m knew a btt ^xnit voting for was our Mend OmwfytA Mmtmsm. Tbesi I t^Eid a i^oice fcnr 
supervisor and I always liked Geo. Roimds. There was one more name I did not like so I must vote 
for one of the others to help defeat ttie bad one. Of course Fd vote for Vem Robbins and Zander is 
a Mm& of mine. Well, that's the ^d. It is not w^lfa the trouble to go to the polls. Five names that I 
knew out of 84. Chas. King was on the street the other day and he said his niece lived near Chicago 
and in a recent election there a thousand names were on the ballot to select from. I'll defy anyone to 
pick the best men from such a list. 

The men who devised this primary system of voting no doubt thought they were doing a fine deed. 
And no doubt did not anticipate all these troubles. More, the men in office now are elected under this 
system and do not get \cvy excited to change. But for fellows like I, who only make politics a side 
line, a subject to write in the paper about, the whole thing is the bunk. 

Short Shavings. 

The Japs arc lunny people. For some reason, suddenly they arc more than anxious to keep out of 
war, that is out of war with Russia, and to arbitrate, ll migiil be a good idea for them, on the same 
line of reasoning, to arbitrate with China. 

Also the paper said a day or so ago that the Japs were concerned for fear Russia would send 
booming/.v/cy planes over and drop a few blow-up pills on JokxolsicJ. That would be too bad, 
wouldn't it? 

There was a man in town the other day. when the \\ ind was blowing hot and hard, crossing the 
street from the Lumber yard toward the grocery store, apparently coming from the tourist camp, and 
he was whistling in loud tones, Yankee Doodle. He could be heard all over the street. 

1 said to Irvy Sheldon. "It is self evident that that fellow is not a farmer in these parts/' 

"Or an oil station operator either," In y added. 

All you folks who feel you have some talent, musical or otherwise, should remember that at the 
Pop Com Days the big wigs plan a Major Bowes Amateur hour with out Major Bowes, of course, 
and there is going to be a prize or two to sweeten the affair up with. 

"StonewalF" Jackson, who lives south of town on Will McDermott's place wanted to move to 
another house. His rent was paid but Bill had been nice to Stonewall and he couldn't bare the 
thoughts of moving away and leaving Bill without a tenant. 

So Stonewall scumed around and found Ciochons would take the place, and that they were good 
pay, and thereby getting a renter for Bill, he is now planning to move. 

I met P. N. (Pinochle) Moody in Scotia the other day. He lives far up north of Horace and jokes but 
never smiles and one is a good guesser to know the spirit of which he talks. It is said that they keep 
only one Republican in Greeley county and keep him for seed. "Pinochle" is that one. He was in a 
dilemma that day. He wanted to vote for Teihnan, but would have to call for a democratic ballot to 
do it. ril admit he was in a spot. 
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A FEW THINGS 
TO THIPOC ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

We Should AI\\a\'s Vote. 
A Government Job. 
Short Shavings, 

We Should Always Vote. 

There is one reason why a person should always go and vote and this reason seems to many peoplCj 
paramount over all others. That is. that the vote of some candidate might be so near a tie that the one 
vote would change the result and that voter woukljt^ re^patisible for the defeat. Otherwise from this, 
frequently eveiyone would be as well off if one person Stayed at hoxne^ or after he was tired from 
threshing or housecleaning. 

Such was the case last week with Ed Lee and Jake Barber^ t^ndi dates for coxmty supervisor. At last 
report, Jake was two ahead. If one is running for office and must be beaten, it is better that he be 
beaten by enough votes so that he feels he could not have won regardless and that really the best man 
came out ahead. 

But in such close contests, there is always the feeling with the loser that had he tried just a little 
harder, or if a certain man had not failed him by not coming to the polls, he might have been elected. 
In fact all his friends think so too. and weep with him. Ed Lee says be had a number of friends who 
would have voted for him had they not been busy. Also imi he gone after a few with his car, her: 
would have been elected, but that, so he understood, was illegal, and he would not do it, so 
consequently lost. Jafcenaight have said the same. 

On the other hand, a man like Jake, who wins by only tv^- votes, is not sure of his ground and has 
the feeling, although he is actually ahead, he may not have even half the people for him. 

The campaign of these two in^ has bom fine* To know ledge neithiK" tjom has said a word 
against the other man. Each man has been anxious M biS W3^a^^3i^^ the entire dis- 

trict Jake can be pleased that he was liked wdl @Eiau|^ to ccmie out even two votes sbimi of as jSne 
a nmn as Ed Lee. Ed ^ibes not need fed ^teimd, fiir he came within three votes of winning from 
one of our best men, one well knownimd already in ofiice. 

CeiiHi It B0? AN. L« Mmf 

There has l>em much speciMioa is to vel^ Rohlto ^ mA ^iify fai$ om OOiit^. It is too 
ba4 fi>r if h^ had done as wdl in Valley county as Doyte did &t Orml^ or Fiost in Howard, he 
would have been in the lead, and Valley county vmM feiave had a chance to he rcpcesi^teid isx ^ 
^islature Valley county can not expect much attention from a r^resentative from Greeley or St 
Paul. 

The 6<^nnKHi Wk down h^ is that the f^ason Ord did not mppoit WsGl is heeaii^ lie h a Horl^ 
Loup num. If lli^ ls ^:mmm3^ hsmmli^ Mm mA tmt time let*$ nominate an Chxl naan. N. L. mH 
rally round fkm ju$tifiee^1ii^ don*t They'll forget. 

peci|»te thou^t ^4 KM ecHsae strpBig moti^ the promises for bi^p^ and better 
pennons. All he said was ttM be fi^ tiie relief needed chas^^g and he wovdd do best to chan^ it 
for b^^ An oi^^odMkxn in 0. L sent him a iqui^onnaire to and in that V^ would not 
promise big poosions, iSi^ said tiiey would black ball him. 
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Some people tikra^ poiu^ Vem was a litde too well known. Horse buyo^ e^edally when 
horses are dieap, are not always popular. But others thought people would surely seetiiat he wciidd 
not be (lading horses in Lincoln, tiiat he would be trading to g^ us roads mi hsep our taxes down, 
and do a good sim^ Hfee he did as si^rvisw. 

Well, it*s over imd we ^cm'tlmm tmsily why it went like it dSd, bitt it Valley c&m^ ha^ bec^ 
widiout a rqjreseotative bel^ and can again. Moce than that, I've seen Von several times since 
Toesdi^ and he is weeping less than the rest of us. 

A Go¥ernment Job. 

Nine of us at $3.90 apiece ran the election board at Horace to perform the tremendous job of re- 
ceiving and coimting fifty-five votes. The day consisted largely of telling stories and fighting flies. 

A rather peculiar indd^ was the diat fin*^ most psut tfie rep«i»lica&s voted eaiiy befixre din - 
ner and the democrats after supper. Some of us deducted that the R.s were just naturally more in- 
dustrious and got around early, but some of the others decided the democrats were busy men and 
came in after work while die R.s not working any to speak of, as well come in the morning when it is 
cool as any time. 

Mrs. Maude Acker reprimanded me quite sternly that I knew more about Valley county politics 
than about Greeley, and that I better get acquainted with my own county for once. 

The women, Mrs. Acker. Mrs. Walsh and Mrs. Albert Jcftcrics had a terrible time keeping the flies 
from nipping their ankles. These women even claimed liie llic> hit right tluougli their shoes. 

I suggested they apply a little fish oil as I do on a coh of mine that has been cut. but Vern Thomas 
and Carl D. Jensen suggested tliai the woman wash their feet too often, and that for a few weeks 
before the next session, these women dispense with that foot washing ordeal. The results might be of 
the same order as the fish oil and cheaper. Water costs in Horace, you know. 

We ale at Dan Moody's and Mrs. Moody served us great quantities of everything listed in the cook 
book, all for thirty cents. 

Everyone on the board except me forgot their glasses, so accommodating thai 1 always am, I loaned 
each one. each time they had to write a name, my sixteen dollar pair. Hach proclaimed my glasses 
worked line, as good as their fifteen cent pair the\' left at home. It was all riglit if 1 hadn't been a 
little afraid they'd wear mine out before night came upon us. 

To finish the day off properly v\e of the receiving board to be helpfijl signed up the time sheets for 
both boards, which made the counting board \'ery happy, in the reverse. 

Short Shavings. 

M. H. Teilman. who was nominated with colors Hying again for commissioner from the west side 
of Greeley county once studied engineering in Denmark, and it is said he knows exactly before he 
starts w ork what a road or a new bridge is going to cost. 

The story goes about him that he had a new bridge to build and he took his pencil and paper and 
figured out to the last spike, all the materials that were to go into the bridge. After this was done he 
ordered everything sent to the place ol\*onstruction. 

hi a few days he was out to see the bridge that was near completion. Upon arrival the bridge 
builder told Teilman he needed a few more spikes, that there was not enough. Teilman knew there 
was enough spikes sent out. He looked around and sav\ a few bent ones and was disgusted at the 
w astefulness- so he ordered his workmen before he paid them, to straighten out those spikes an d use 
them — then there would be enough 



A Few Things to Think About! 



35 



August 24, 1938 

HieOrdQuiz 

A JEW TSONOi 
TO THINK ABOUT ! 

Wfitt^ Oeorge Gowen 

Post Mortem Again* 
Chapter III. 
No Relief Yet. 
Short shavings. 

Post Mortem Again. 

1 have been informed that I erred in my last week's spouting when I said that Vem Robbins did not 
carry his own GQTOty. He did caizy it and had a lead of over two hundred votes more than any odier 
candidate. I am sorry. That was my mistake. He carried his home town too, by a big majority. 

But he did not carry well enough. He did not cany the Ord tmitory strong enough, Uke Doyle did 
Greeley iffld Frost in Howard. 

One man said the reason he lost was the slogan he carried on his C9rd» "fiOf economy andi feWi* 
laws." This vm^ that in these times of spending government mcmey no one could hope to get 
elected on w^acaDnotny program. 

Another mifti siiid to me the reason was d^^ted was becau$g]|%^e^|lbtad^nocrat. He said, 
"talk aU you want to that the unicameral is non-political, it is not that and never will be. The 
lcgislat«»s woik with the governor and other political officers and they cannot be non -political. 
Valley coimty is gerrymandered out of representation, and we might as well admit it" 

No less than a half a dozen men in Ord told me emphatically that he was not beaten because he was 
a North Loup man. That that had nothing to do with it Still they could mi UAl why he was not sup - 
potted better. One noan said if North Loiq) would titot old feud, he was sure Ord would. 

Make Your Child a Coward. 

In driving into town the other day I noticed a half a dozen little childmi ftom two to five yesffs old 
playing with a pitchfork. Thsy had a little wagon rigged vcp m a hay rack and wem ntakif^ M% hut it 
looked to me as if it ws^ r^E^bir <fatt^@i^^ ph^. ThiB^W^tii^ysig pisses at each ottier with the fork, 
j^i^^l^^g it around i^dessi^ a^ I -mm qi^ reUevad later wfaoi I drove to sae that as yet none 
of than had teid dii^ ^^es pQked out. I ^scMd not help teit r^embo* how Owen White said that was 
tt^ w$y h^ his first iiiMl a ptt^ldS»k. 

&^ny of us have our special phobias about such ttmg^. hi^ SSicMaiL has one of Bttle ^ Ictem 
drivmg h0ti@s BUsm iqtid he ^e wm a talj^iig to once be^^ne I teftBizisd Ite of it Oscar Mc- 
Mtyre had a pMkh of UMe dlildem pto)^^^ in open windows fiir above the ground and whoever he 
saw one dol]^ it hamtt^ him so he wicndd wife a patapaf h about it in his co lumn. 

My i^peeial haunt is of 4^dren running biiil^ reason for^:^ltea^. iNty bic^ 

is quite a hori^w and helps me conside^le he ki^er supposed 1^ waSc bdiind tbem no mat- 
ter itow ^itle tihey are. He is to crawl ova* the fiont alw^a^ and if he disobeys it is when I do not 
seebldiL 

Children may be ever so smart but they have not had the &^p&^3m^e^ &Sm $sBd should be 
trained to be ever afiaid of b^dng hurt. It ^es much long^ to get well fibott M ai^d^ t&soa to 
it, and it is ttie smart man ^o always ke^s out and away fiom danger. A man yAio is continually 
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getting hurt is not wanted at all in Victories. The man who is almp m lhe jali» always fit and never 
taldi^ tmmmsmty cAanoes is #e mm^H^ is valmbte. 

No Relief Yet, wis It 
More Relief Yet. 

Evar^wfai^ mm ai^ saying tha$ now times are the hardest Id this section st l<^t, of any time since 
the depr^sion started. Somecme told me Oisit someone else told him that ttie relief administrator 
Kruml said that he exposed more relief to hme to be adn^mistoed fids coming wint^ tiian any 
previous year. The again failure of our com crop is not going to help matters any. 

A teik^, it is rqi^t^ smd, the snaall grain crop has not help^ any yet. In n^y in^tmees he 
had to loan money for seed, harvesting and threshing bills and if all the grain were sold that was 
reaped, with the present prices, that money would not pay the bills. In many instances the &rmer had 
to give a &ird of ttie m^mtwL Most men fuie hanging on io tin^ gpm in hopes of a laise in priee 
and that they can get out. 

A few men who were fortunate enough to have land along the new ditch have some hopes of a beet 
crop tibat i^dll pay and a fyw fields com have been irrigated. Th^ men are very few 
proportionately. 

With all the millions of dollars spent by the agriculture department to help the farming conditions, 
as yet, the most important item to us in these parts, has not been even touched on, thai is, how to 
make it rain. 

Short Shavings. 

Art Watts, sr.. arrived in (own the other day from parts east He said he lured the Union Pacific 
company to bring him up on ihc freight. 
Oui* com crop has, "Gone With The Wind." 



The Quiz Forum 
Adviser for Democrats. 

To the Editor of the Quiz: 

It seems that my good friend, Geo. Gowen, thinks lie has said something, and I am real glad that he 
left me a republican in a nest of democrats. That is the finest place on cailh to be as "Joluiny on the 
spot.'" A mighty good place to go to seed. Also to act as adviser to all those democrats. 

The trouble with friend George he is jealous of me for being on the spot. My name is a family 
name, all three of them, a well-known name Irom Maine to Caiilbmia. As for George, he is trying to 
make a name. 

Now, I know there will be more republicans, but if he intended this as a dirty dig, well he started it. 
T will have to take it as the httle boy took it when the father of a mule kicked him. Just consider the 
source. 

Perrin Nye Moody 
Scotia, NelMT. 
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August 31, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoi^ Gowea 

Having Experience 
County Agent 
Fields Are Greener 
Short Shavings 

We Are Having an Experience. 

It seems to be beyond question now that we are in the throes of an attempt at dictatorship. Here- 
tofore, the mention of a dictator in the United States has been a joke. But political students have long 
said that a dictator under the United States system of govenuneirt is not out of the realm of possibil- 
ities. We know for sure that it is not for Huey Long in Louisiana, until he was shot, was as nmdi a 
dictator of his state as Hitler or Mussolini. 

Skeptics and strong anti new dealers have nuuntained for six years that Roosevelt had aspirations 
of dictator. They pointed to the agriculture piogiwi, the N. IL A., and other illustrations. Few took 
much stock in the idea and wc voted even more power to our ^eculive^ 

Most any person might have be^ satisfied with the pow^ that cniT president had. There was an 
overwhelming majority in bi)ih housai of Congress and the cOUiitry seemed to be back of him. What 
more could cme want? Well, one is never quite satisfied with a good thing. Wc always want more. 

He had the executive and legislative with him but not tiie judicial. He tried to bring that to his way 
by the so called ''pa^Mng" of it. Had this been done, any bill he mi^ desire would have gone thru. 
Congress might have voted him king. 

Having failed in that, he goes now to tbe epUDtry and is attempt ing to influence the voters to elect a 
Congress that will pack that court. If he succeeds the pecple in the United States may well expect 
anything. It all will depend on the disposition of the man in office. Some dictators are fine and 
wcmderfiil rulers and some are not More often not. 

But diGffat(»-ship seems to be tibe stgi^ now di^ It was under these same schemes tfaat HiUor, 
Mussolini, Hu^ Long and ofliers gained their strei^ilfa. A Ihde at a time, until si^d»ly Ifa^ 
biG«s(»ned out widi full power. In cmy cilse thi^ a^peated td ttie hungry aias^^, pcomiih^ them 
everj^lhing aiKl lb»t tibey bad mi d€%^ to be dictator. In almost every case they were spell binders. 
When fbek stm^vm finally won, h^ds went lolliDg. 

If this is what the American pec^e want, and is what ttiey vote for in the n^ two nK»^ tiy put- 
img men in vAio will cmly act as tfie presidoit says, we may expect mo^ anyfth]^; WemcQr be bett^ 
ofC we may be worse, but we (the people} will hst:ve littte to $^y. Mom ^m^M^^Smt will be war 
and greata" armies establidied, for it is tfirot^ tib.e muHtary Hxat tibey ^how ofi^ and war and the 
horrors of it make nx^e pagps in the h^tory books. Dictators like to think of their names along witfi 
Caesar^ Napilecic^ Lincoln, Alexander. 

And fellows like me will not be writing such pieces for we will think too much of our necks. 

The best field of com cm miy to town, outside of some that has been irrigated, is on the foc^ 
belonging to Claud Ihomas just east of Gus Wetzels. The stalks are yet gfem and the ears batig^^ 
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lUs partkxilar field is three quartan of a iidle fit>m his bsmst mA mm ill Hm hi^oiy of tiite 
country has there been spread a pound of manure on it For yeacs fliere his hem ao^ig but eom 
planted on this land and tiiis com was planted in fte Same old rows year after year. 

His land near honcie has been fertilized repeatedly and so has die l^d straigjit across the road to 
south, but both fields have dried up weeks ago. Every year this forty has produced com except 1934 
and in '35 the field went 25 bushels to the acre. It is not river or creek bottom land and Claud never 
considered it as good soil as his other, the west part of it being quite sandy. 

It just goes to show that fertilization and fine fanning does not seem to always pay in this semiarid 
land. Many people are wondering if the Great Creator ever intended a lot of this land of this marginal 
rainfall region to be fanned at all. We are just on the edge of the com belt and surely practices that 
might be beneficial for faraiers farther east, do not apply here. 

Far Fields Are Creener. 

We took a little trip up north oT 1 a\ lor to see some friends (Joe Bukecek and wife) the other day. 
They say it is a quiet life up there in the hills but at that they have hundreds of acres of hay knee high 
and all it takes is the culling. A liltlc cottoncakc aU>ng in the winter brings their cattle out in the 
spring in tine shape and they arc hog fat now. I couldn't help but think that these people are better 
off perhaps than we. struggling against drouths, grasshoppers, hot winds, and trying to take in mon- 
ey enough to cut ensilage and buy chicken mash. 

Taylor, although a small town, is the prettiest one I know, with their towering cottonwoods. One 
big white house as wc enter town, makes us think of yesteryears with its fancy decorations and pure 
\\ hite picket fence around the big green lawn. It is seldom we see those fences that use to be so com - 
mon. 

1 asked an old resident about what railroad they had. The reply was that there was none in the 
county and never was one. He said they use to miss the railroad but now days, with trucks they do 
not care if a railroad ne\cr comes. Their cattle are trucked direct to Omaha and they are as well off as 
with a raikoad. As well off except for the taxes. I replied. 

Short Shavings. 

Miss Nettie Clark, who is superintendent at Madison, and had taught in many other places too. said 
a few years ago she had a girl student who fatted a couple calves for the 4-H club work. After she 
had been at the fair the girl's mother wrote an excuse for her daughter that Miss Clark thought was 
plenty sufficient for any child. This was it: "Please excuse Mary from school Wednesday and Thurs- 
day for she was showing her calves at the fair." 

September 14, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Free Service 
Not So Hot 
i^ortSiavmgs 

Free Service. 

I was told of a little incident the other day of how it happened that some le&m ^9veie $low m 
anriving at their destination, and this p^son that told me, smd if the postal authorities had found it 
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out, hell would have been a popping. The postal authorities make great brags about their perfect 
service and when errors or carelessness are discovered, the one who erred is properly chastised. 

This person at one time worked in ihc posiofficc at N. L.. as an assistant and tbr some reason, un- 
known lo the most of us the postmaster and his Hunkx decided to clean house. The furniture and dirt 
were stirred around quite generall\ and in the melee the desk where they worked was also shoved 
back from the wall so that a swipe might be taken behind there, too. 

And in doing this last arduous task, a bundle of letters tumbled out. The postmaster was quae ex- 
cited o\ cr it all for his job was knocking dow n something like two hundred smackers a month. He 
danced around looking at the bundle wondering what to do and before long discowred the letters had 
been posted some ten years before in the good old democratic times when a dollar wouldn't even 
start to take your best girl to the show. 

Now here is where the subordinate worker has it over on the boss. He will think more clearly and 
more daring for he was knocking down only fifty -seven fifty a month and if he was chased back to 
WPA it wouldn't matter. Whop! They didn't have WPA then. He might have liad to go to work on a 
farm or in a garage. 

This tlunky. controlling his sense of mind, grabbed the letters, tossed them into the mail pouch and 
away thc\' went, ten \cars delayed, but still making progress. Nothing was ever heard from ttiis de- 
layed packet but ever smcc I ha\ e been wondering about it. 

How the persons' eyes who recei\ed these letters might bulge out! We might indulge in all manner 
of fanciful speculations. One letter might be a love letter from the boy friend she almost married but 
didn't. What a commotion there would be. One letter might have been one from home with a jfive 
spot in it. 1 found a five dollar bill in an old suit of clothes once and what a feeling! 

I thought too that here is a chance, a golden chaiice. for those ladies who struggle their imagin- 
ations to the breaking point to figure out plot for the stories contributed to the Loup Valley Club 
Contest every year. I never write stories, just read them, but I can think of a do/en that might be 
made around this incident ITl give one and anyone is welcome to it. That is one of the services of- 
fered with this column. 

In the first place a story should be so that it may be throw n on the scieenw Who knows but a movie 
producer might wire for a contract offering a hundred thousand. 

Now. to start our story, we have a beautiful girl, who thinks she must get married. All heroines are 
beautiful and all must get married. A handsome, tall fellow wants her and she wants him and of 
course we must have them shown in one or more wonderful clinches. But the old man. the girl's 
father, does not want him for he has not money enough. The old man threatens the boy with his 
pump gun. In a whispered conference our lovers decide to elope. She is to write him a letter telling 
how she will climb out of the window on a certain night w hen Pa is snoring loudly. But he does not 
get the letter and she is ready to climb t)ut and her hero does not conic. He ihmks she had backed out 
and so does she and they give thoughts of killing themselves and mope around to a great extent, 
which is all very foolish, for the world is full of lo\ ers. and more lovers. 

Well, time filters on for a few years. The hero picks up another girl at a road house and we must 
have a dance shown something like we wouldn't be apt to see at a church social. The heroine finds a 
bum with money that suits the old man and they plan to get married. Even the date is set when 
suddenly, our hero gets the long delayed letter and is so excited he fails to read the date. 

With high hopes he stealthily goes to the girl's home, put up the ladder and escapes with the girl 
screaming, but she still hoping he w ill make it. The old man gives chase and fires a blank cartridge 
or two. Blanks are the kind lo fire as they never hurt anyone. 

The hero is hurt in the wild capture with one of these blank cartridges pretty bad, but not too bad- 
hi the scramble to save his life that he might be electrocuted later for kidnapping, the girl does the 
nursing. Finally after several weeks the bandages are taken offhis mouth and eyes so he can hear the 
kidnapping coiq)laint read, and then he reaches under the pillow and shows the letter he just 
received. 
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Well, ttus bumlua gcme todc^m the girl now, land so to save the hem fiomtiieliDt seat she Mis on 
his neck and tttejr Ittttie judge, amlof CQUiSe live happily ever aftor. 

We have lo k^re it ei^ scraeii4iere so we tfdU make it here bm really the story is just begun. VftSt 
until he tries to get a job and has tfiieeotibuF hungry youngsters to feed. Well, the first chapter isn't 
in it to ^ftstt the se^id chapter will be. 

Now I could take another letter and make another story but I don't want you to think I am like 
someone said of a preacher. This someone said that that certain preacher reminded him of the fellow 
vdio had a hold of the lion's tail, he wanted to let go but didn't dare. The preacher acted like he 
wanted to quit at the end of two hours but be didn't dare. 

Not So Hot. 

Will Schudel planted some hybrid com (Nebraska No. 1 10) and he says it is not nearly as good as 
com from his own crib, and it was all planted and tended identical. The ears from his own com are 
bigger and there are more of them. 

About half the field was planted to one seed and the other half to the other. The hybrid com stands 
up better without a sucker. There is hardly a broken stalk and the ears are all the same height from 
the ground while com from his own seed, the stalks arc broken some and it has suckered a great deal. 
Still Will says the yield from his own com will be ten bushels more at least. 

1 ha I abo\e field was on the ri\er bottom. Hast of his house he planted a few rows in the middle of 
the Held. He told me where to look for it as I drove along, but to save me I could not tell the 
difference. It was all poor although Will says the hybrid stayed green a little longer. 

Will says that he was told after it was loo late that the variety is not the best for this se ction. 

Short Shavings. 

1 was told that in one precinct there were just two farmers who did not measure their land for the 
soil conser\ ation payments. One of these was somewhat of a republican and w ould have nothing to 
do with the so called cut -throats who are trying to get a strangle hold on us farmers. 

The other was a man who could see no use in it all for he was sure, after much study of the 
scriptures, that by the time the payments were here the world would be ended and it would all be 
over anyway, and he couldn't see any use of bothering w ith it. 

It is sure not I to argue with the last mentioned man or dispute him, but the reason most of us are 
taking the payments is because we are afraid he might be mistaken. 

It all turned out all riiiht. but the incident had Hank Karre excited for a minute. We were all at the 
4-H achievement program at Scotia and Henry Sautter started to the front to make a speech. Hank K. 
looked himself over hurriedly for his first thought was that Henry S. had on his (H. K'sJ pants. It 
turned out both pair were identical as to color and there was nothing to wony over. 

September 21, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Extracts From Letters 
How to Mske Money 
Short Shavings 

I^tmcts FnM Letters Iteedvid Weciu 
Denver, Colo: — We have hoca having a lot of rain bsxc die la^ ten days. It was about four years 
ago that we had a flood in Bear Credc diat cleaned things all out Tim time it 
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Also, lliis time, the storm covered a larger strip of country than last time. There was as much water 
come down Coal Creek as there was Bear Creek. My cabin is on Coal Creek. 

Last Saturday Herman, Lydia (Negley) and I decided to go to the canyon to see how the cabin was. 
We drove to the head of the canyon and were stopped there and told we could go no further. We 
parked ilie car and w alked up the canyon about a mile and there was no road at all where it had been. 
Boulders as large as wash tubs were all over where the road had been. Trees a foot through were all 
chewed off and were lying all over. It was of the worst messes I ever saw. 

Yesterday we decided to go arounJ by Boulder ( anyon. It is twice as far but wc went anyway. We 
found the cabin OK and then started dow n Coal Creek. We got within four miles of the store when 
wc were told we could not get through until fisc. We waited and ihcn came down. WPA workers 
ucre working all along. The five miles from the store to the mouth of the canyon was the worse 
thing I ever saw . 

The live miles of road w as all washed out the w eek before. The WPA w orkers have made the road 
just w ide enough tor one car or truck to pass over. It is full of ruts and high centers. It took just one 
hour to drive the five miles in low gear all the way. These five miles just about shook us and the car 
to pieces. There were whole hill sides that had slid down the canyon, taking everything in it's path; 
big boulders strung ever\ w here, houses, animals and w hat not. ^'our brother John. 

Long Beach Calif : — Tell Dick 1 saw Corrigan yesterday. There was as big a crowd and as much 
"to do" ix^ for the president. Love Mother. 

Lincoln. Ncbr. : — You may not have heard (hat Mrs. Winger is gone. She had been ill . . . etc. In 
my w hole life I have ne\cr known so many deaths. Dr. Aitkin has one and two funerals a day. right 
straight along da\ after day. Three Sunday, two yesterday, two tomorrow, one today. How he stands 
it is a niystcr)' to me. 

To commit again to the deaths. They are often elderly people, but the alarming note is the large 
percentage of middle-aged men. We can tell because the age is given m the papers and many we 
know. 

It seems to be that the very uncertain business conditions are due to the fact that it is pretty general - 
ly understood that Roosevelt intends trymg to run for a third term. There is nothing we can do about 
it but to won\ along as we see it. 

I attended by invitation a Woman's club mectmg not long ago. All those outstanding women did 
was to knock the present administration. I was too disgusted for words! I — me! Imagine. It seemed 
to me a w aste of time and beneath digmfied earnest women. It would even do better if they would 
stay home and pray. Love, Aunt Lora. 

How to Make Monev. 

ft 

The agriculture teacher, John Davis, at Scotia made the remark at the 4-H meeting a week or so ago 
that only twenty percent of the farm boys remain on the farm. The eighty percent are tired of it and 

drift to the cities. 

Mr. Davis was feeling badly about this, for he said the fann is yet the place to make money. He 
said he was ready to prove it to anyone who would ask him. that there was money to be made on 
farn^s even in these drouth times. 1 have been looking for that man to have him tell me his 
revelations. 

It is easy for a man on a salary to tell us how to make money. It reminds mc a little of the (~»Id sold- 
ier 1 knew once, who had \n his head he was a financial genius. He was that. Fll admit, for he had re- 
ceived a pension for years from the government w ithoui turning a tap. At that lime he was getting 
SlOO a month, Sl,200 a year. S12.0(K) e\ery ten years and had received up toward fifty thousand in 
his life time. Who couldn't make it under those conditions? Sure he was a financial genius, and 
proceeded to cast cynical eyes at us dumb-bells who were struggling along trying to feed our 
families. 

Short Shavings. 

Everyone is getting more com than they expected a month ago, and it is a wonder, upon remember- 
ing those hot blasts in August and July, that we have any. It is a veiy poor crop however, five to ten 
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bushels gi^^ly, but better ttmn for sev&t^ ymxs. Ctee man tiiou^t we are growing nearer a crop 
right along ^ next^B^ it wUl ^ better yet. 

MsS^^^^tib 9^ I^QIi^ silos now and most men are Gni^iig it takes many less acres to fill ttie silo 
than last year. One mm put 130 acres in his silo last year and he filled tte same ihk year witii 
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The Ord Quiz 

AF EW T HINGS 
TOTBmKABOVtl 

WritH^ by Gecnge Gowen 

^ort Shavings 

The Best Show. 

CUT idl reports pubBsliad of ^e Fair and Popcorn Days the most exciting and best show on the 
grounds was not motioned. That was the wrestling matches given each night by the carnival bunch, 
admittance, ten cents a round, everyone invited, and occasionally, women fiiee. 

The hawker climbs in the stand and brings a plug-ugly looking fellow, dressed in tigbts and a bath 
robe, and the hawker puts on a little stunt and then offers that his man will take on anyone in the 
crowd to a wrestling match, and if the anyone wins, he gets a percent of the gate. Along about this 
minute. Chick Rother of Scotia, climbs up and offers to take the challenger on. 

Chick Rother is a large bull-dog looking fellow with an underslung jaw and he acts the part well, 
making the most of his beauteous face. He glowers a few times at the challenger. Chick is no slouch 
of a wrestler. His brother told me he had spent all last winter wrestling in C alilornia and this coming 
winter has contracted to go with Joe Pesek for training and preliminary wTcstles. 

This fall he has been following these wrestling matches at the fairs, taking on the challenger at 
Loup City, Ord and North Loup. Some sa\ it was all a put up job. but even if it was, they surely put 
on a good show and in each match that 1 attended, i felt 1 came as near getting my money's worth as 
I ever have. 

The first night Pop Com Days, Chick threw the challenger each time. For the first ten cents they 
wrestle for seven minutes. For the second or third dime they wrestle to a finish. The challengers the 
first night were outclassed by Rother. he being a little too good for them. The second night a third 
fellow was imported and he came nearer being an equal for Rother. 

The first round w^ent for seven minutes. First a timekeeper was chosen from the ring. Then a referee 
was asked to volunteer. Clyde Keown acted the first night and a Loup City man the second. Both are 
ex-wrestlers. They looked at the finger nails and gave instructions. About the only things prohibited 
were choking and poking out eyes. The men dived into each other like fierce bulls, making grimaces 
and threatening signs. They wrestled fiercely for seven minutes. They were not amateurs and were 
strong as oxen. It was highly exciting. 

The second round was to be to a finish. Rother was a little bigger but the challenger seemed a little 
quicker and more scientific. He got hammer holds and terrible wrist locks on Rother. time and again, 
Rother having to break them with a great deal of strength and pain. Finally, during one of these 
holds, when Rother's shoulders were nearly to the ground, the referee slapped the challenger's back, 
proclaiming Rother the loser for the first time. 
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A protest went up over the crowd that Rother was not down and that they were gypped. Rother mad 
for a minute, made a pass at the referee and, the latter slammed Rother back to his comer. Then the 

challenger took it up and argued. Then Rother started to serap the rcleree. and vshen the latter was 
trying to push the challenger back from Rother, the challenger dived into the referee and they had a 
wrestle for a minute, the referee getting a black eye out of the a iTair. 

Finally the boss from the outside came in and quieted the bunch and said they would stage another 
match, this time to a finish. Texas rules, and this would be a match. We all gave our dimes anxiously 
at once, and the two went after it again, like mad lions, teeth gritted and fire in their eyes. 

If Rother w as careless with his hands the second round he learned his lesson and the challenger did 
not catch him in any of those deadly hammer-locks again. It was only a short time, fi\e minutes, 
when Rother pinned the challenger's shoulders to the floor. This last time the finish came a fittle too 
quickly in comparison to the first two n>unds. so that 1 was suspicious perhaps it was framed. But I 
talked with Irvin Thelin and CKde Keow n. both men having been wrestlers in their day, and both 
said they did not think it was a cut and dried affair. 

But c\ en if it was. it was a iiood show just the same. Those men \\ orkcd hard to uive us the enter- 
tainment and the\' are welcome to my dime. A show that is a planned job and planned well is better 
than one not planned and one sided. 

Short Shavings, 

Pop Com Days are a great time for romances. 11' one can not be started at that lime, i would tibink, 

the person iiying might as well give it up. 

These romances develop fast too. The first day the boy hands his lady friend around tow n. As time 
goes on he anns her around. By night of the second day they will be wastmg away at any comer, or 
even in front of us all without embarrassment. 

I was o\ er to Greeley Friday and it was commodity day. I had neglected to bring my basket, in fact 
1 did not know of it all until si)mct)ne there told me what the crowd had assembled for. 1 thought 
another Pop Com Days were in session. 

1 really didn't care for a basket full of fmit anvAvay. 1 did try to get an apple or a pear to "chaw on" 
on the way home, but 1 couldn't even get that much. 

A snoopy fellow undertook to obser\ e the concession stands Pop Com Days and he doped out that 
the big majorit} of people spending their money were on relief. He said he took special note at the 
com game because those people were sitting there in plain sight. 

This is big business. Fd say. for an\one to stick his nose into other folks' business that way and 
start such scandals. 1 don't blame those people at all for playing the com game. I would loo if 1 had 
the money, but ail 1 could afford was to go to one wrestling match, and the wile had to wait ou tside 
at that. 

This man is nearly as ridiculous snooping into others' affairs as the woman back east who has 
started the movement to enforce the constitution to prohibit the franchise from anyone on relief. This 
has long been the law that people who are wards of the state cannot vote, but m the last few years 
this law has been o\ erlooked. The President, they say is very opposed to the enforcement of the law. 
It is strange that he would be. 
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October 5, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Why T Quit 
Punishment 
For Ripley 

Why I Quit. 

There was so much rebound on the child raising question that I discontinued the little series that I 
started. In the first place my mother wrote me against it; then she wrote me apologizing, saying to 
continue. Many people Joked me about them, and I like jokes, but 1 was a little haunted with the idea 
that perhaps my own children have still time to astray. There was another reason yet why I dis- 
continued. It was that 1 was afraid that some of my Iriends would think 1 was slamming indirectly at 
them, and I might lose their friendship. 

This subject has long been of interest to me. Of course I was interested in my own children. Sec- 
ond, I was always interested in youth in general. Third, I belong to a Sabbath school class, and am 
asked to lead it occasionally. 1 have found the subject that will bring this class to the best a ttenlion is 
that of how to raise children to be fine men and women. I have long thought it was the highest 
compliment for a person to be asked to lead a class of young boys or girls. 

I was highly complimented at what Irma said of those squibs last week. On the strength of that I 
will give another chapter. 1 have a dozen things to write this week, some better perhaps than this* 
Don't get the idea that I feel I am an authority on the subject. I just want to know better, that I may 
do better, that the rest of us may have better luck too. There is nothing so fine as a good child; there 
is nothing so heart breaking as a bad one. 

Chapter IV. PunishmenL 

It is not for me to say a child should never be whipped. It seems as if that is the only thing to do 
sometimes. This seems to be especially true \\ \\h small children who have not reached the age of 
reasoning. However, it seems like most people \\ ho have well behaved children have other mediods 
than whipping. One man said that the oldest child gets most the whip pings. By the time one has ex- 
perimented with the oldest child, the parent sees the folly of it and the second and subsequoit 
children get off easier. 

The books say you should never whip a child when you are mad. That is wronfr Uaid would be the 
person who could wh^ a child any ottier time. It just can t be done. We can't go to war, (h* into a fist 
fight without first get^g jnad. How cCMld we whip a child otherwise? 

So perhs^ we better not whip them at all. Rememb^. the child will keep growing and sooner or 
lat^, will turn tfa^ tables and whip the old man. That would not be so good. I Imtm a man v9bo ni^er 
even wrestles or scuffles with his boys. He says, "they think I can whip them yet and they are never 
going to find out differently.'' He keeps himself aloof fi?om such things. They come to him for advice 
and he tries nevier to fault them for mistakes. He tries to alwaj^ advise them unselfishly, and of 
course, a fiitlier or mother is about the only person who wiU act that way. He has a fine lanuly. 

Chikhen come to the point of reasoning much sooner than we realize sometimes. I told my boy i3m 
day not to go behind that horse^ I had told him before the same lOid I was peeved at his disobeyiiig. I 
mig^ have whipped him for doing it and that would have slipped him when I was around peihaps. 
But he answered, ''You go behind them, why can*t I?" I resorted then to an explanation. ^You are 
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sinall." I said, "and the horse may think you arc a dog. More, his foot would hit me on the leg and 
you in the stomach. It would onl\ hurt mc but it would kill you. More, no use both of us getting 
huil." This is a personal illustration, and I hope you will excuse, but 1 think it illustrates how 
punishment and hard feeling was sa\ ed in one instance. I gave him the whyfor of my orders and 
good w ill too. He obeyed after that as far as 1 know. 

I have known men who ne\ er seemed to scold or punish iheir children but they minded pc rfectly. A 
word from the parent, telling the child how he had caused delay, or cost the father five dollars that 
might have bought a bicycle or some fruit or an auto trip, seemed to punish the child more than a 
dozen whippings. 

A lady told me a story of how she went to the city to school to live with her uncle, who. according 
to her, was a perfect disciplinarian. She loved him like a parent and shuddered at the thoughts of 
even making him feel badly. One night she came home through a certain park, not knowing but what 
it was a good route. Her uncle disco\ered how she had come home. He straightened up with a 
serious mind and simply said. "Don't e\er come through that park again at night. It's not safe." This 
woman said she could not ha\ e been dragged thiough there after that. There was somelhmg about 
her uncle that she feared and still re\erenced. 

h seems with most well minded children, this feat of discipline is accomplished more often with 
love and respect for the parent than with force. Hitler and Napoleon can keep order by force, but it is 
not lasting. We should be careful too. not to punish our children for mistakes. We should remember 
they have a lot to learn and most of it must come from trial and error. They like to know w hy they 
should not do things. 1 heard a man say he didn't need to whip his kids. He could make them bawl 
without it- just talking to them. 

Another trick that helps much with children is praise. One woman said she could get her children to 
gel good grades much easier by praising their hundreds than by whipping w hen they recei\ed fifty. 
Telling his mother how w ell Johnnie can milk is apt to get more cows drained than whipping the boy 
when he didn't milk one diy. 

And w h\^ not? Such methods work better w ith you and 1. The best bosses are not the men who cuss 
and stomi around and tire. The best boss is the one whose men like him so well they'll work an hour 
overtime so the boss v\ ill not get in bad. The best bosses arc like the foreman on the building where 1 
was working, who caught mc sitting down. 1 told him there was nothing to do until they sent me 
more materials. He said. "1 knt>w Rndd)'. there's nothing you can do for a few minutes, but keep 
moving around like you w ere w ork iiili. 11 the big boss would catch you sitting down, he'd fire you on 
the spot. Better not take any chances." 

For Ripley. 

Mrs. E. J. Babcock has carried on a friendly correspondoice with a woman she never saw or of no 
acquaintance (except for the letters) for sixty years. 

When Mrs. Babcock was thirteen in 1878, she wrote a letter to a child's magazine, and a girl in 
New Hampshire, reading it, thought it would be nice to have a pen pal so far in the west. She wrote 
Mrs. Babcock a letter, and twice a year ever since they have written each other. They both try to 
write a letter so it will arrive on the other's birthday and they exchange litde Christmas presents, 
although in all these years they never have seen each other. 

I was calling on fvlrs. Elaine Oehler the other day and as I was about to leave for town she said if I 
would wait about five minutes until she could get ready she would ride along, I told her if she could 
get ready to go up town in five minutes she would beat ai^ woman I evar saw before. She said, 
"There's the clock, time me." 

In five minutes she was back, ready to go, dress changed, hat on and powder too. She said she also 
took a hath but I cannot swear to that part Now this is a Believe it or Not 
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The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoige Gowen 

Short slia\ iims 
Political Scandal 
Believe It Or Not 

Short Shavings. 

Roy Mcgrue of Scotia has for long time raised nearly white and spotted saddle horses. He was 
telliiiu me about them the other day and said he never could raise a pure white one. He has had bom 
at lease fi\ e pure white ponies, skin, feet and eyes white, and in every case these colts died within a 

few days of birth. 

He says if there is a colored streak in the hoof, or a tiny spot somewhere they will live more than 
likely, but there is something about an albino colt that is not natural and it wiU not live. 

He first was told this by a newspaper reporter from an Omaha paper who came to see the horses 
and interview him. This lady told him that he never would raise a pure white one and he never has. 

Melvin Cornell paid a debt the other day. It happened that one day Roy Cox was at the depot with a 
letter to mail and he was anxious it iM^pilld get off on the next train. He asked Irvin Thelin to mail it 
for him and said if you do 1 will give you a cigar some time, hvin took the letter telling Roy he need 
not bother about the cigar. 

It was just a few days after that Melvin was married and was passing the cigars around. Roy was 
there and took a cigar. TnaanmA as he does not smoke I presume Melvin wondered. In a few minutes 
Irvin came along and Roy i^^^CTted him with the cigar that he |Homised him a few days be fore. 

Political Scandal. 

I took a little ride with Roy Cox last week» to Elgin and other points. On the way home, in Greeley, 
there was a big ciQWd assembled. We d^overed Karl Stefim had just finished making a talk. Ev^ 
time Sleim has run for office I have voted for him but never had I seen flie maa We stopped 
impromptu, and a frigid of mine introduced me» 

Mr. Stefim cotild not about me to ^ eicotUKl ovier. He had m mm fttan talcen my hand 

until a couple of lu^ powo^ed democrats mt^rupted us^nien n^ pobably never voted for him and 
surely not in the primaii^. ivfr. Stefiui wcaift itfal^g off wiifii tite^ t st^ ^tmniSmg Oiere trying to 
pttixiqp his hand. Well, that's all ri^t He might win them over. He already had me won. At lease he 
thought he had me won. 

Grm^ttat as a bad job, md thinking peathaps I should be a denoooat if I want to talk w&b a 
ii^id>Iican congressman, Re^ and I moped back to our We w«te just ready to start when John 
DS^caii^iqt> to give me ajilece of faisniiiid, aiidthls 

Some yesffs a^ l waeaHmicd m Mi eoimm that the stoiy was around fliat Are candidates for 
the te^ilatiiK^ bad pnmbed ISO mm jobs if fbeywm elec^ to oilSe^ Doyfe behig one of the can - 
didates* tet in tihe end only cme job was piocured and fliat fivr Mis. Cu^dog. 

Mr. Doyle todc esc^itkm to that saying he had promised to he^ only &ur pec^le get jobs, and if 
anytnoe said diffo^tly, it was an untruth. He said one of these promises was fi>r an Old man. Whoi 
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this man read in my column of ihc 1 50 Jobs promised, he went hightailing it to Doyle and said "What 
chance have 1 got with 150 other fellows \n competition?" 

1 can see how Mr. Doyle was in a hot spot from tlic joke 1 had heard on the sti'eets of Ord. 1 am 
son-y this happened and 1 hope no more such jokes will came to my ears. 

More Short Shavings. 

Frank Lilbenlhal. the new cheese maker in the N. L. Cheese factoiy is a purebred Gemian, and his 
father was killed in the world war. Asked how conditions are in this country compared with Ger- 
many, Frank says here they are much better. In Germany there are few radios or cars or conveniences 
for the poorer people. 

Asked when he is going back to GCTmany, he looked vp rather astonished and said, "I'm not going 
back." 

Clifton Clark has recently returned from his employment on a Wyoming ranch and has moved on 
the Ed Post farm his brother Charley recently purchased. 

The owner of the ranch, a lady, thought so much of Clifton and hi s witc. that she uave hnn a saddle 
horse and a cow to help him get started. But the trucking of the cow and horse would cost so much to 
bring the animals here that Clifton had to go off and leave them. 

Mr. Applegate of Horace, a spry old timer there of 83 years, told mc the other night that he never 
remembered seeing so much feed in the country as this year. The Soil Conservation program is partly 
responsible perhaps because of the requirement to plant sorghums. 

We were at the Soil Conservation meeting when we were talking. Most of the old officers were 
reelected. They took special pains to reelect the alternate committeeman, doing so no doubt in re- 
cognition of the valuable service he performed last year. 

An item in the N. L. Loyalist said Chas. Drawbri(^ helped Chas. Bridge last week. That's all 

ri"ht. Nothing wronu about that. 

M\ wife had club a week ago and for a few weeks before that cleaned house. She even made me 
dismantle the bed and take out the springs and give them a once (or twice) over. It all seemed ridicu - 
lous to me for 1 could not feature any of those fine ladies being impoUte enough to crawl down on 
the lloor to look up and sec if those springs were clean or not. 

A man east of Scotia, so Bill Sautter said, was feeding his milk cows Atlas Sorgo, but in thai he 
was planning to have a sale he bought a little alfalfa to feed the cows a few days before so they 
would look like they were giving more milk. In place of bulging their bags out with a big flow of 
milk, they actually fell off on milk production and he lost many dollars at the auction time. 

Some of the beet men have encountered new worries because a bug of some sort has been eating 
the fine roots, killing the tops and beets too. Other fields have wilted causing much worry. They are 
starting to dig the beets now and then we will find out what sort of a bonanza this beet business 
really is. 

Believe It Or Not. 

There are six log houses in the North Loup vicinity all having been built before 1875 and all have 
been in constant use ever since. Naming them, there is the Wellman house in North Loup, made of 
Cottonwood logs, the house Dell Barber lives in of cedar logs, the Jake Earnest house, the little house 
on the Whiting place in Springdale, Mrs. Mansel Davis' house across the road west from the Scotia- 
N. L. golf links and the house in which Walt Thomgate lives on the east side of the river. 



A Few Things to Think About! 



48 



October 19, 1938? 

[no date on clipping] 
The Ord Quiz 

A JEW THINGS 
TO TBINK ABOUT! 

Written % Os0^ GowCT 

A New Experience 
A Job for WPA 
Pheasant Hunting 
Short Shavings 

A New Experience. 

Six weeks ago my daughter started to high school; a new adventure for her, an old one for my wife 
and 1, repeated. She coming home each night, telling of her experiences, flin, troubles, grades, 
exams, et cetera, was to us like living those four happy years over again. Someone said to me that the 
four years in high school are the happiest years of ones life. 

Her studies are somewhat the same as we took. Her algebra is almost identical. Those problems 
which are giving her such mental agony now, likewise gave me the same grief twenty-three years 
ago. Helping her a few times lately. I find those same problems easy for me now. Problems we have 
struggling with drouths, profits, interest, rents, S. C. payments have given me additional practical 
training that she ne\'er had. They make her algebra single. 

Her English, it seems to me, is a great improvement over my course. I was required to spend many 
hours, wasted hours too, pondering over Latin vocabulary and verb parts, hi place of that she stu dies 
the Queesa's English. She has spelling, grammar, letter writing, punctuation, syntax. I read Shake- 
speare, Beowolfi "The Ladies Garter" and one of H. B. Wright's books. All those things I have 
forgotten long ago, but wh^ I try to write a squib for the Quiz, the proof jn^p^^ tiavelQ nearly do it 
over. How, may I ask, can a child learn English by studying Latin any more tfian one mi^ learn 
about a horse by looking at a cow? 

T remember too. T studied a simple course in agriculture, but most of us boys knew more about it 
^an the t€@cher. My daughter has her Home Economics and an art course and in that, besides 
cooking and sewing, she gets ideas on beh^^vi^ and ^cpette that we have been trying teach her 
all her life, but without much luck. There is something ma gnetic about her teacher that has awakened 
the girl and now she takes her parents to if we dunk oisrrol]^ cm: sip oura>ffee too loudly. 

She also has folk dancing and that we never had; she has gymnastic exercises, and later may tate 
the commercial course at normal training if she chooses. The bus takes her each morning and retuim 
her each night. 

It is v^y difG^ent ten the grade school of last year; one more step tov^atd her independence, 
to^Kwd the dfiy ivitm 0m steps away entirely fiimt &e hmm Aes. We dread llie ttioog^ts of that day, 
and stiU w$ vi^i her 1m ^ On ^d it is our fond^t tilsiit ^ tmik& iioodtise of her time now, 
ako^ wScL her fim, and that \^en she finishes, she will be able to go out and make her way 
independently of us or anyone else. 

Aimm WPA. 

If I am not mistaik^ liie n^pana weed abounds in great quantities m my secfioa of #ie iooim^. 
It is gr^ now, ^ not having kilted rt mA mmm ^ giow 1^ whi^ tile land has not be^ 
pastured. It is about three &et luj^ ferfi-like in look^ red stems, heavily rooted and grows alcmg the 
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road >idcs. Ii seems like the govemmciii should make an effort along with their many otlier less 
worthy efforts, to eliminate this dreadful plant. 

Pheasant Hunting. 

Many of the fanners that I hear talking are in \ eiy much of a dither o\er the fact that there is a 
shooting season on the pheasants this year. The farmers claim there is not an over supply of 
pheasants and there is and has been an oversupply of grasshoppers. The pheasants, the fanners think, 
are the biggest battlers of the grasshoppers of anything we have. 

In talking of posting the farms against pheasant hunters, one man thought it best not to post at all if 
you wish the hunters to stay off When they see a sign, the supposition is that that place has not been 
hunted over and right there is where the big supply of game is hiding. Out of town friends call to see 
if they can hunt on that place that is a small game reser\e and neighbors all think John Jones 
wouldn't care surely if! hunt there. A neighbor simply asking for an accommodation. 

It is well known that "no hunting" signs do little good. The hunter always says he did not see the 
sign and is \ eiy sorry, and trequently. even with his belt full of game, laughs it off as a good joke 
that he might have been arrested. In fact, few of them ever look much for signs or lake the trouble to 
inquire. A person who posts his place, is prima facie a crank and a nincompoop. Pheasants are like 
wild Iruit, public property, regardless of where they are. Most farmers give a sigli of relief when the 
season is over. 

Short Shavings. 

TTiere is great rejoicing over the fact that a movement is on foot to straighten the road between Ord 
and Olean. Many think that strip is the most dangerous piece of highwa\ that they know. Around the 
hills, it is a wonder there is not an accident ever\ day. and the only reason there are not more, is 
probably for the fact that people know those cur\ es are treacherous and use more ca ution. 

The road around the hills is not the only bad part. The curves every mile or oftener are far from 
being safe for the amount and speed of travehng that is done there. It has always been a wonder to 
many why that road was ever built as it is. 

What are escape stories? I had read of them a number of times before I found out. I had thought 
they might be stones where a criminal escapes, or perhaps stories that escape from e\ cr\ cdi lor but 
the one that printed them. This is all wrong. Escape stories are those that are so designed that the 
reader escapes from his troubles. Now you know as well as I what they are. 

h is a little like lap suppers, for a long time that term bewildered me. All I could think of was how 
a dog drinks its food. 
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The Ord Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Writtra by George Gowot 

Die-Hards 
Cheer-Tragedy 

Too Bad 
Short Shavmgs 

D!e-Hards, 

There is a mo^•eInent on foot in the southeast comer of the count\' to run Hd Lee again for 
supervisor by the route of writing his name in. His friends, of which it seems he has many, argue that 
he came so near winiung before and they can count a number who were for him that did not vote, 
that they feel they can write his name in and win the race for him. 

Jake and his friends do not seem to be worried a great deal however. Jake's friends are staunch as 
ever and they won before and feel they can again. More than that, it is difflcuh to write a name in 
and to have that man win. People do not like to write, and especial ly on a ballot. There is always the 
danger they will spell the name wrong or do some dido that will cause the counting board to throw 
out the ballot entirely. Seldom do candidates win who have their names writtoi in although it lias 
been known to happen and within the last few years in the N. L. vicinity. 

Lookii^ at it bom another angle, a mm told me yesterday that as a result of the light. Ed 
Christensen who was a dark horse before, was sure to win above both the otheacs who will split the 
republican majority alwa^ pievaleat in that section. So it looks like now it was ai^ne*s race vp to 
date. 

In the SW. cmxm of Ckeeley county Tcilman won for commissioner OQ both tickets in the noia* 
ination but some people, especially about Scotia, did not like it and have put Jake Everett's nameil^ 
the ballot by petitioiL This, too, is m interesting race. People who want relief and aid from the coun- 
ty funds seem quite gmoially to be against Teilman, although perhaps 1 urn wrong about that. 

Teilman was a past master at keying the roads graded and his budget also balanced Some said he 
did this at the expeme of the poor people. It i$ a diffi^:^^ situation, th^ daim, now than four y&m 
ago when he was commissioner. One man you meet is strong for Eveietts, the next for Teilman and 
at this time it is anyone's guess who will g^ ^ office. 

A imj^ipm ffmp lm^ ssm il^ at Scotia school lioiiseflieodiGf ii^iL The parents waif to 
sdiool again. Each of ^ feook a pqpU's naine (eiir own cbikteeti' s if w had eoon0x) and a day sehool 
schedule was csondi^ted is tibe evenuig wifli shoct pmods^ l^o eeabSEiassiiDg qnestkms were asked 
tibat we should teve laaown bitf Clyde Keown and Stub McBelh had to stand on tfie floor and Leo 
Kline was sent 6> Itl^ ^qp's office. Bach teacho* otplained die course she was giidfig and the ag 
teadior, Jtim Davis, gaveiis afiiovk show; 

At amounted tio tiie last period we all ass^nbled in the gym aod had a piogram. I^b room 
had to give a par^ ^ss^sng 9L smg or a dialogue. One room witti Mrs. Jack Mitchell ledtins tiie ^lory 
like a professional, gave the Goldilock and three bear story. Another ffousp gave Li ttle Black Sambo. 



A Few Thinp to Think About! 



51 



The glee club rendered a song or two. Remember, these were all old folks, never ha ving practiced 
but once before together, but the song was quite good. One lady mentioned to my wife that if they all 

sang as well and hard as Jack Mitchell it would be tine. 
And the next morning, within seven hours, the tragic holocaust occurred. 

Too Bad. 

It was a severe blow to the North Loup Iboiball team and a delight to the Scotia team when the 
doctor ordered James Birniingham to cease playing the game anymore. He is a big lad. nearly 200 
pounds, fast, strong, and would be a help to most any eleven. During practice skirmish he in Jured his 
leg, tearing the ligaments. The injury seemed not to get well, and in place oi'that at each game he 
seemed to get hurt again. Hot applications and liniment were of no avail. A ftcr an x-ray James was 
ordered to cease playing for fear he might never recover, and was told tliat only rest from such 
violent exercise would effect a cure. 

It is also disappointing to James for he had thought perhaps his football talents might he^ him on 
his way through college. 

Short Savings. 

Yoc Jensen has a field of com several miles from his house. He took his team and wagon there, 
leaving them nights. He and two hired men dro\e in his small pickup to the field, and after shucking 
all day. would just bring the corn home in the box, simplifying matters greatly. 

There is a swastika on the front of the S. D. B. church, up o\ er the south door, built into the bricks 
as decoration. Just why it is there in place of some other decoration no one seems to know . 

1 heard a man say on the streets, a man who was not a member of the S. D. B. faith either, that if 
Rev. Warren who has been gone three years now ever had an enemy in the vicinity this man never 
heard of it. That is saying quite a lot for a minister who had been in the comm unity for six years. 

Myra Thorngate Barber sold a couple of her poems the other day, receiving a few dollars for them. 
And that is something, to sell a poem. 

In Grand Island the other day, we slopped to see Henr\ Hams. Although still in a cast on account 
of his back injuiy due to ha\ ing been doubled up under a hay rack, he is coming home soon, and is 
glad of that too. He feels quite lucky he is recovering as he is after seeing the many other cases there 
in the hospital. 

A speaker at the S. C. meeting at Grand Island the other day said that twenty years ago every farm- 
er within a radius of five miles of his farm were owners of the place they occupied. Today he said 
even. I'arm has been sold or lost and e\ery place is tenant fanned. The same situation is true in many 
or most agriculture communities. It can't be the farmers are all wrong or all failures. It must be in the 
business, or not in the business. 



I 
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November 2, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoiige Gowct 

Farmers Are Pikers 
Politics 

Building Manhood 
Short Shavings 

Farmers Arc Pikers. 

At the soil consen ation meeting at Grand Island last week a speaker told the following, somewhat 
as I will try to repeat it: 

He started his story by saying, that fanners, in regard to regulation of production, are pikers. He 
cited the oil industiy and told of the regulation of the oil output so as to enable the oil barons to 
charge more money per gallon. He cited other industries where the producted/j/c/ can be regulated. 

He said too, that all his life he had heard that farmers are poor business men. If they were better 
business men they could surely prosper more. Upon looking aroimd this speaker decided Henry Ford 
was a good business man. He had, in his lifetime built up a tremendous business from nothing. 

Upon studying Henry Ford's methods he found that a few years ago, demand for cars fell off very 
materially. So as a result Mr. Ford closed down half his factory and laid off nearly half his men. That 
was all right Mr. Ford is a good business man. 

The next year business in car selling was not so good as before and as a result Mr. Ford closed 
down three-fourths of his factory and laid off nearly three-fourths of his men. But that too was all 
right. Mr. Ford is a good business man. 

Now if we have a farmer who is trying to do his work in a business like manner he would do well 
to copy some of the methods of Mr. Ford. Our model farm^tUk a large tract ofland with ^ help of 
his wife and six sons. Like Mr. Ford, he concludes there is an ovct production of com and crops that 
he raises. 

So he does a little calculating as to the demand for his produce' and the first year he cuts his 
acreages in half This does not quite do the trick so the next year he (ftite his farming operations to 
one-fourth. That's all right That's what Henry Ford is doing with cars, and Henry Ford is a good 
business man. 

But the farmer has too much hei^ ^boM &r his rechiatiQnt schemes laid out by his example, Mr. 
Ford. So our farmer friend picks out one boy, the best worker of the lot and his wife, and sends the 
other five qixt to work on WPA and let the government keep them until times pick up so he can o per- 
ate his farm again fiill cq)acity. That's all right. That's what Henry Ford does and he is, we all admit, 
a good business man. 

Regeotlless of jokes, it was said at that mee^fiof tfiat^atjnK^^ ev&rf line th^ 

is over-production. In the apple and fruit ^usiiy, in cottcm cotmtty, witii tomatoes, potatoes, with 
livestock, the general conq)laint is over-production. 

And ^iis ^>eaker ^dd ttiat ev^sry^&re he goes, soudi, east, west, he hears the same complaint of al - 
lotm^its, these being too small ev^ywhere. 

FoUifles. 

I toM by W. E Johnson, candidate for Lieutenimt O0V^B0r» tibat a Mm t^^msxA^v^ ^tte 
Rq)i^lican took a poll for governor in several towns aloi^g die Platte VaQ^ (Grand Island^ 
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Kearney, etc.) He had a box, straw ballots and pencil. Different people met were asked to vote, the 
poll taker turning his back while the marking was being done. A WPA project was met and the 
whole bunch \ oled. 

When the results were counicd. W inner ivcci\cd 48%. Cochran 2^% and Bryan 23"o. He said die 
WPA votes were kept sepaiatc and the percentage lor Warner was higher with them and lower for 
Bryan. 

Building Manhood. 

At Burwcll last Wednesday night the North Loup football team was badly crippled. As mentioned 
last week. James Birmingham has been ordered to cease playing on account of a leg injury which 
seemed not to recover while he still played. 

Virgil Annyas another star player has broken his arai during practice before and cons equently was 
out. 

Paul Goodrich has had to cease playing because a leg injury received last year in football has 
returned again this year. 

Albert Babcock. jr.. (Bab) was knt)cked into a cocked hat during the last quarter by a slight brain 
concussion, and did not come to his right senses until the next mom ing. 

In spite of these slight accidents, the N. L. team made se\cn points, which is something. 

At the Scotia-Arcadia game the same evening at Scotia. Mar\ in Harris broke his ami. or someone 
broke it for him. This will make it nice, for his father is Just recently home from the hospital in a 
cast, his back nearly broken. Lucky there is yet another boy to do chores. 

Little accidents hke these are fine potions lor the boys. It Just helps make men of them. 

Short Shavings. 

Art Babcock w ho has Just finished spcndiny a year or more in Colorado, says he does not see why 
all the gnashing of teeth against a proposed sales lax. He says in Colorado he heard no complaint of 
it and it seemed to him a rather painless method of raising tax money. 

He says the idea of Nebraska boinu a w hile spot, with no sales tax or income tax is a little like the 
idea oi thc soldier in the song. "'They were all out of step but Jim." Practically every other state has 
Ibund it necessary to di\ ide up the property taxes to some other source, and Art is of the opinion that 
a sales tax might greatly relic\ e a little of the burden. 

Now adding my little bit. w hatever my opinion may be worth, this idea might be hunkadora if the 
property tax were just shaved, but who ever heard of any government taking off taxes, once they are 
established. 

Mrs. Melvin Cornell, who was a music teacher in the N. L. high school t\\ o years ago. expressed 
herself quite forcibly at Fortnightly club the other week. She said she thought it a wonderful thing 
that the N. L. high school now has the commercial course. 

She said she had thought time and again while teaching that the only thing a girl could do upon 
graduating from the courses offered was to work in someone's kitchen. 

Riverdale school has a four man football team that is really tough and, 1 presume, will challenge 
any other team of the same age. To harden their hides against any contingencx that might arise, and 
we know that might be anything in football, these lads have staked their field off in a patch of sand- 
burs and practice there every day. 
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November 9, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George G&wen 

Not Games Won 
Laying the Blame 
One Kind of Meeting 
I'm Sorry 

Not Games W on That Counts. 
I was interested in the attitude of the people and sports in Lincoln in i ciiard to Buff Jones and his 
football team that, up to date, are seemingly not playing up to par. He is getting razzed pretty thor- 
oughly. 

Last year he was the big hero with almost everyone, overshadowing Bible who left for a salary far 
greater than the one he was getting and the one Jones is getting now. These same commentators 
failed to mention that the team Jones was winning with was for the most part the one Bible had 
trained up during the years previous. Bible got no credit for it at alL Now with a team of new men for 
Jones, b@ i^iiQt doing so well, and in the south, neither is Bible. 

Perhaps we are a little unjust to lay all the blame onto a coach when so many other things enter into 
the winning of the games of football. It is not WilTs fault in N. L. that he is short of men, only 
having one substitute player part of the time. Had he a hundred boys ta cboo$e from, he no doubt 
could do better. Frequently too, a team's record depends on one star player who, with the help of the 
ofters practically does the winning. Without that one star player, or two star players, that same 
eleven no doubt would pass from the winning every tmm to losing every time. 

When all is said and done it is not the number of games won tbat should be the final criterion of a 
coach. Bible was a fine coach not be«;ause of the games be won but because of his wonderful 
influence over eveiy lad that he came in contact \\ ith. He was a gentleman of the highest ordi^^ had a 
magnetic personality and when he was hired by the Texas school at the highest salary of any coach 
in the land, he was told, if he never won a single game, he would be w(uth the price because of his 
influence over the students. 

Laying tfie Blame. 

I was in Lincoln the other day and called on an old friend who is connected widi some 1 oan 
conq>anies there, as attorney, and after various healdi and pohtical topics were di scussed, something 
was said of district judges in central Nebra3ka. He mentioned one in particular, (not one of ours) 
whran he said had done moie damage to timt country itm any warn fliere. 

This l<miitfin said Ihat by^tfue temeat n^ft&m of tiie jui^ in Jtvco^ !$f the mcntgagDrjaid against the 
mor^gee, m r to i^o^oflnite^ had put the loan compani^ m a fiame of mind tiiey will not 
loan rnmey in those sections at aU^. Even with loans ttiat are already made» these loans icEie almost im- 
possible to resell because di^ parchiiser knows that if he wants to foreclose he is ahnost out of hick 
wbm his case comes befi»re those judges. 

I argued with te^ M&ad that it is the &mm& in distress voting fbr and electmg these 

j0ge& and not ihe t^ loan cotnpmi&9 $0. 1 said ''you can hatd^ blioiie tibe Jud^^** 

He pamted that to be true, and I said ato flie couirtry wcndd have been better ofl^ Ibe^Seved, if 
there had never been a farm mortgage m^ in diose sections. I said if the truth wctb known there 
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had not been one mortgage in twenty -five in those sections that was paid off by earnings from the 
land in the past sixty years. Was I right? 

However, regardless of whether the judges are to blanie or whether it is the general drouth 
conditions farm loan companies have ahnost cut this central Nebraska country off the list. One or 
two companies make new small loans on level valley land, but that is about tlie extent of it any more. 

One Kind of Board Meeting. 

1 was told by a man who had had occasion to watch the county board in action several times lately 
that three men sit on one side of the table and three on the other. The chai nnan votes with one tiiree, 
and the count is always four to three. If one side votes yes, the other votes no, and if the other yes, 
the one no. 

Everything is carried as the four vote. This observer said that if one of those four were clever 
enough he might easily control the board by voting with the other side occasionally. This observer 
also said that few of the members of this board did any talking except for one man and he talked all 
the time, but we were not told which man this one is. 

Do We Think For Ourselves? 

The same reasoning applied to Sorensen as to where his money came from to put on his campaign 
for Justice of the Supreme Court is advanced also as to why the World -Herald has been booming 
Roy Cochran so hard for Governor and why they have been lambasting the other two men. It may be 
deep seated love for the other man and the good of the country, but many wonder. That's not the way 
with human nature or newspapers either, as a rule. 1 have heard a number of men sa> that they were 
going to vote for Warner or Bryan for the simple reason that the World -Herald was against them. 

1 wonder how often tiiis happens when newspapers come out so strong for certain things. 

I'm Sorry. 

I am truly sorry so much distress was caused to a writer in the Scotia Register over my phrase ''and 
the delight to the Scotia team" when James Birmingham was injured. I am sincerely sorry if I created 
any bitterness between the towns that did not exist. 1 can hardly believe anyone would take what I 

say that seriously. 

But \Ahen my daughter came home from school (she attends at Scotia) telling how the students had 
been saying there and on the bus. not once, but many times, to the effect "that Bimiingham is out, 
now we can win from N. L.," 1 gathered at least, that the students were somewhat delighted that 
James was not playing. Perhaps I was wrong at the attitude of the students. No doubt they were 
fooling. Perhaps they w ere sad at the situation in reality. 1 am soriy 1 mentioned it. 

hi as much as the writer suggests "that I could select a much better subject to write about than 
this." I will add that I would be ver\' grateful if he would suggest a few of those better subjects. Any- 
one, we all know, can criticize destructively, but it is the constructive criticism that rings the bell and 
is hard to find. 

And after the writer has racked his brain and thought up a nice list of those better subjects, ITl not 
be mean enough to ever wish that he gets so poor that he iias to resort to writing a coiunm to gather 
in a few shecides. 

Time For Everything. 

My cousin in Lincoln received a card telling his personal tax assessment. Reading it over, he de- 
cided it was too high, and several dollars higher than last year. 

He decided he must go and see to it at once, that is, before election. He felt he might get something 
done before Nov. 8 and was confident that if he waited until after that date there would be Uttle use 
of going for a correction at alL 
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November 16, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Election Return 

Puts Horace on Map 

Hobbies 

All That Counts 

Election Returns. 

In a sense election day is a gala day in Horace. The election board is not so busy but what they can 
take time off their duties to walk down town or to visit with anyone who comes to vote. A slight 
amount ot visiting is done also, among the members of the board. In the evening the neighbors, 
many of them, gather and chew the fat over the resuhs. It is predominantly a democratic neigh- 
borhood, but still Warner ran away ahead and Cochran way behind when the count was made. 

Albert Dought has been on the counting board repeatedly and for years he has been the first one to 
phone the results into Greeley. Carl D. Jensra is another person who makes it a business to always 
be employed one way or another. 

Most everyone has a story to tell as he passes through the grist, but to George Cooper one of the 
two merchants goes the prize. He said, in a town where he used to live an undertaker was in the habit 
of getting very drunk. One night he had a party at his place of business and during the ses sion, the 
fellows spiked his drinks a Uttle too much, and as a result, the undertaker passed completely out. 

So the fellows left who were not so drunk, fixed up a coffin, put tbe undertaker into it, and set 
about it a few hghted candles. The drunk was a lovely sight Gedge said, with tbe fluffy silk 
decorations hugging close about his face. 

The boys came back afte^ while to see what happened when he awoke, keeping out of sight in the 
doorway. And he awoke, sure enough, just as he might have had he really been dead, only of course 
he would have awakened in another land. He raised on his elbows, saw the co£5n and tite cwdles 
and then yelled, "Oh God, I'm not dead." 

That is the eximt of the story as far as G. C. "Wm conconed and George $aid it was tn»e. Tte Mms^ 
greatly amused me and lhave thov^t of it many times since. Just what would be my reaction, or 
yours, or m^(M&^% under such circumstances? Is that what most folks would yeU? Mig^ we yell to 
the other person. T read a Uttle treatise lately to the effect tbsit it is believed by many that with death 
of the body, the mind does not always die, tn^ continoes to function for some time aft^waid. 

Well, perhaps that's enough on that subject too^ 

Fnts Horace on the Map. 

In two more ways we must rom^mze Horace as being on the msjp. Their te^idier, Forrest Hood is a 
poet Now wodd is fidl of pcn^j, so l^ed, who write so-called poraos, and mail these poems by 
the tiboimii^ to Ibe ^tlitcHrs ov^ the coimtry, and ttie editors ovi^ tiie country pron^tly eittier xtudl 
ttteSQS back or ^pil^y fill ttie waste paper basket mlh tfaem. 

Biit Mr. Hc»Od jteis sold SOLD) several of his jto&m Mi om {mbl^died in ibmfw^^ 

Schamsx. Atta k was publishdl it was takmhy an oisl^ piibli^^ to be pitin a boid^ ttds book 
to be sold, from which Mr. Hood will get his sluoe of the royalties. Now that is something, to sell a 
poem. 
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The second way the city of Horace might be recognized is that it has. not the world's largest store 
but the world's smallest department store. It is owned by Johnnie Earl and he handles in very small 

quantities, almo^l c\er\ahing. In his room of about ten by ten you can find hardware, groceries, 
gasoline and coal oil. candies, shoestrings and many other dcpaitmcnts. There is a place to loaf there 
loo. to talk pohtics, to settle the world affairs and he heats the entire esta blislmient with a tiny 
brooder stove. 

Hobbies. 

At the Fortnightly club held at Mrs. Harold Fisher's last Wednesday my wife reports tliat the roll 
call was answered by telling of their hobbies. 

The most common hobby among the women was scrap books of some nature. One was a scrap 
book of club meetings, some were of cooking receipts, some of garden suggestions, one of poems. 
Mrs. Gillespie kept a scrap book of old laces. 

Mrs. J. A. Barber was not present, she sending word that she could not come on account of her 
hobby, politics. Later, my wife stopped at the office where she worked to report the meeting that it 
might be published in the N. L. paper. It was then well assured that her husband. Jake, was elected. 
Mrs. Barber said, "1 am going home in a few minutes and relax J have hardly slept or eaten for a 
week." 

Mrs. Regier, at the roll call said, "I have one little fat hobby, and 1 left him at home." That is, little 
Michael. 

All That Counts. 

I was told the other day that Mrs. George Weaver is a woman without a country. 

Until a few months ago. Mrs. Weaver lived in Arkansas but because her health got so bad in the 
south and she lost her liome there too, she sent word to her son, Olney, that she must come and hve 
with him in N. L. This she did. 

As a result of mo\ ing away from Arkansas she cannot get old age assistance from there any more 
and because she has not lived five vears in this section she cannot uet it from Va llev countv. 

I guess Olney should ha\ e mo\ ed down to Arkansas, but still, had w orse come to worse and he had 
ha\e been forced on to WPA he miuht have had to wait five vears down there. 

It is a tough life when one gets without money. After all is said and done, money is about all that 
counts in this world any more. A man can't e\en be a very good church member w iihout having a 
supply of the filthy lucre. A person must dress about so well to go to church or he feels out of place 
( at our school socials the men frequently wear o\ eralls ) and it sorta gets your goat to have the platter 
passed to you time and again when \'ou ha\ e nothing to remit. 

Yes. money will buy nearly all 1 need right now; it's what makes the mare go; it's about all there is 
to it anymore 

Another Hobby. 

We have all heard about the girl, so designed and beautiful thai when she passes, everyone 
irresistibly turns for a second look, and she is sometimes described as an eyeful. It is not a girl this 
time we arc talking about, but a team of horses, and this team belongs to Rube McCune. 

We seldom see horses on the streets anvmore. Almost all the haulimj awav i'rom home is done bv 
trucks, and the horses that are left are usually kept in a back pasture out of sight. That was not true 
the other day with Rube McCune. All my life 1 have seen him drive nice horses, in fact about the 
nicest in the country and for some reason, in spite of the trucks and tractors, he still has that 
idiosyncrasy. 

Last week he drove a team to town, a large team of bays, fat, slick and stylish. Yes, they were an 
eyeful, and 1 couldn't help but turn and take a second look. 
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December 28, 1938 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Georjg^ Go wen 

The Fatted Calf 

The Fatted Calf. 

Dan McCloy sat down on his haunches by the side of the bam to reconnoitcr his fina ncial standing. 
Dan was a two hundred pounder, with rough features, calhised hands and a big heart. He glanced 
into his purse, and far in the depths of it a new shiny dime presented itself. This indeed was a sad 
situation for any man tw o days before Christmas, and especially for Dan who possessed a wife and 
two children who counted the years from December 25 in place of January 1st. 

Dan arose, worked his fingers under his hat and scratched the top layer of liis cranium. This 
exercise assisting some deep thought, he replaced his hat to the proper cant, opened the bam door 
and let his eyes rest lox ingly on the white -faced calf standing there a Soot deep in straw. Then he 
took a cum' comb and marcelled the calf s back. 

''Best durned calf 1 ever raised." he mumbled to himself Then he stepped back and glanced along 
the top line. ''Yes sir. Best dumed calf in the country. Good enough fer any show." 

He stood there several minutes feasting his eyes on this bovine perfection. Dan had been a cattle- 
man since he was a boy in club work, but the drouth and the grasshoppers had brought financial 
disaster until he had been forced to sell his whole herd except his five best cows. Now he had raised 
a calf from one of these cows that ran true to breeding and was blooming into a prize wi nner. It had 
been his hopes all summer to save enough money to take this calf to the sale and show in January 
and get acquainted again with the fellows. 

Dan leaned over and lay his face against the silken hair of the neck. "Well, Old Top," he said, "I 
guess we can't go to the sale together. 1 got to the place where it's you 'r me. If I don'tgive Helen a 
Christmas present I'll have to leave. If you don't leave. T can't give her the Christmas present. You'll 
have to make the sacrifice." He raised up, placed his handi» QU bis hips. "'Christmas is to blame Old 
Top," he said again to the calf "To heck with Christmas anyway." 

He arose defiantly, pulled his cap a little harder to the side and marched to the house. Helen was 
there, busy and excited, hair like midnight, her cheeks like apples. The table was laden 
with packages, colored paper and fancy string. Dan surveyed his "Home Sweet Honae" with a dif- 
ferent tone of mind ttian he had the calf 

"Heav^aas help us. Mother." he stormed. "That's where all the money's gone lately. To buy 
Chri^mas presents. I haven't been skh t0 figure it all out. To heck with Christmas. It bapkn^ me 
e\ cr\ year. It's a racket Fqr inpnths now I have been hoping I could save a little money alosig to 
take that calf to the show, and now I'm more broke than ever," 

She came close and reaching iip and kissed his rough face. "H&w Hon," she said with a quieting 
voice, "T haven't spent hardly any this I've ma»fe almost eveiyttuog* And I though we'd 
get the children clothes. We just have to get them a few things , you kraw^ Hi^'ve planned so much 
on it. You don't need to get me anything, Hon, but jiist for fbesau rvenspfe a IfeL** 

"All right. All right," he said, a sense of shame tm^ni^ him for scd&g such a ^tty wife. If she 
hadn't married him some other fellow would be buying h^ presmts and getting h^ M^es. ^^AIl 
riglit," he said taking &e list ''I'll g& get the kids those dungs, but listen now, none for me. Fm ouV 
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She kissed him again on both cheeks which wasn't so bad, and he went out lo his old car and drove 
away. 

His first stop w as at Lloyd Madscn's. Lloyd too. w as a breeder of fancy white-faced cattle. Lloyd's 
cattle were not so good as Dan's hut his checks w ere better. Lloyd was a tall, ungainly fellow, and at 
first sight, one might think him ignorant of the tricks of trade. 

"Lvc decided, to sell you that calf," Dan said. "You offered me forty dollars a couple of weeks 
ago/' 

Lloyd hesitated. Finally he drawled in slow syllables. "Market's off a Utile since, then, Dan. 
Thirty'd be a good price now ?' 

Dan knew the price was not off. The calf was bigger and it was nearer show date, but Dan needed 
money. He had to have money. This Cliristinas was on hand, and thirty dollars was more than market 
price. 

"All right then," he said, "give me the thirty." 

Lloyd hesitated again. "You'll keep him imtil after the holidays fer that, wont you? Haven't time t' 
mo\ c him now." 

Another concession, Dan knew, but he was not in a position to haggle. **Yah, Til keep him," he 

answered. 

Dan took the money and started to town. His year's hopes now had gone. His next to the greatest 
pleasure was to go to the cattle show and sale: his greatest pleasure would be io w in a prize, and this 
calf would win that prize if any would. Had he been able to have saved a few dollars along in the fall 
he would have had that monev for Christmas and the show^ too. He couldn't imauine where it had 
gone. He had sold quite a little produce and a tew hogs. .AH he knew for sure was the money was 
gone, and it was Christmas. So was the calf gt)ne, too and Lloyd would win the prize to boom his 
herd that was hardly good enough for top stockers. 

Dan drove into town. Four dollars worth of clothes, shoes and toys were bought for Jimmie. Six 
dollars bought a new coat and two pair of silk stockings for Mary. Twenty dollars was left. He saw a 
wool coat hanging there. It had been four years since Helen had had a new coat. It looked well to 
him yet. but still she complained. "Everyone has as seen it," she had said once, as if that was im- 
portant. "B\ Golly," he thought, "She miist have a few pretty clothes. One girl in a oaillion. If I don't, 
someone else may." 

Twenty dollars bought the coat, tw o pair of silk stockings and a new dress. Then he looked at his 
purse again. There w as the dime. He walked to the back of the store and said, "Sell me a cigar. A ten 
cent one. This is Christmas, you know." 

The bundles loaded in his car. he hurried home. Helen was gathering a dozen eggs &om the twelve 
dozen hens. He slipped into the parlor and planted the packages under the tree. 

Night came, and Christmas eve, and Santa Claus. Dan slept w ake fully, with vivid dreams of one 
more Christmas scratched off the calendar. He was quite relieved that it was over and felt silly that 
he had been so foolish. He hoped repeatedly that by next year he would have more money or Santa 
Claus would be hung by the neck on the north pole until he was very, very dead. 

Morning came as it usually does. Jimmie sprang out of bed long before daylight rousing the others. 
In under the tree he dived, bringing out present after present amid joyfulness of "ohs" and "ahs". For 
every present of Dan's, a big kiss was planted on his chin, which helped some. Pandemonium existed 
and the merriment of the others nearly brought him to the yuletide spirit. 

Finally after the din had settled, they all standing knee deep in the wrapping paper and boxes. Dan 
saw Helen whisp^ tp Mary, who went flying to the tree. She reached to the to^^ picked off an 
envelope hanging tiieie. "It's ail right, Daddy,'' Helen said, ''As long as you broke your promise and 
bought me a coat." 

Dan tore open the envelope, his hands trembling, his eyes blurring, and thirty bright paper dollar 
bills came tumbling out and on the bottom of the pile was a slip of paper, 

"We saved it a little at atiiQi^ fc^you," Jimmie cried dancing. 

Dan took the slip of paper and read, 'To Daddy, from all of us to take your calf to the show." 
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The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Georjgs Gowra 

The Xmas Present 
Short Shavings 

The Christinas Present. 

Two weeks ago. as a Christmas present, the Scotia Cooperative Creamerv paid its rebate or 
dividend of 3c per pound, hi the last thirteen years of the factory 's existence, this creamery has paid 
out S90, 000.00 in rebates. The Ord Cooperative Creamery has paid similar rebates at Christmas and 
SO has the Burwell Creamery, and to meet competition, big cooperative creameries have also paid 

rebates. 

One man said, "it is a racket." Another farmer and cooperator, answered, "if it's a racket, let's have 
more of them." Had this Scotia creamery been privately owned, that o\\'ner would have made $90,- 
000.00 in the short span of thirteen years. Instead that mon^ has gone back to the producers, be sides 
paying the manager a very good salary. 

The cream business has come to the point, that in most instances there is little competition among 
the buyers as to the price paid. It is not difficuh to determine the price to pay for cream, judging by 
the market price of butter. This price is determined, then two or three cents taken from that to pay the 
dividend at Christmas time and make the producer happy — Chappy that the creamery has saved that 
money for him, off the price he should have received on the spot. It is one of the cleverest advis- 
ing schemes ever devise^ next to bank night. 

Had the Scotia creamery been privately owned, the situation would have been no different, had the 
owner been able to have gotten the same volmn^ Jim Oi»^i(^ would have had to pay the $90,000 in 
rebates, to me^ the competition of other creameri^, or he would have failed to get the busine^ 
How many of us are fooled on that point? In the past, several creameries have failed to pay their 
dividend. Their business immediately fell off and in many instances fliose institutions failed the 
following yem". 

There is no other line of mi^ts^fm in this coiillil^ thathsis been able to pay the rebates that the 
creammes have paid. In most instances the co<^)eFators have had tough sledding to hold together 
against privately owned competition. Some cooperative cr^srames havefeiled too, this being due to 
the fact that it is hard to hu^a ni^oager that is as efBeient as a privately owned institution. In fact on 
one score, the privately owned creameries have be^ more profitable in tiie la^ few years, because a 
cooperative tiiat is ppperly organized* lia$ been exempt &om paying maiQr tax^ (income t^es) tlmt 
the privately owned institutions t0 p&^. This item aloi^ helps pay tbat rebate. 

Another point to consider in tilie rd>ate q^ie^on, is tibat mt^^^m bnpftg w4 ^y cream baying, 
m& die rebates paid. This i^ giossly unfair, for amm. bt^i^ ^ 1^ a #it0 a Jit^ mfy 
enterprise mtexed into by mo^M in^tutions. Ahnost all of &em biQr|ioultry and and ike 
Burwell o^eamery does m extensive oil business. 

It was told at Scotia ike temm i^)ates not on Hne poultry business wns tttf ^ busmess 
was d<Hte on such a close mai^ ^eEe was iio pofil ihii^. This ma^ be true and if it is wl^ tiiai do 
the big Smm bay poxdtry, and why do not the ^p^|»erators drop that iizqirQ£Mde line? Why is not tto 
mmx businm done on as close a rmttpn? Wly »tt pay mcne on the ^t for cream if tiie profit is 
large? 
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Let us forget the fact that in the poultry business there is no profit. It is not human that these people 
would be so anxious to do this work without at least the hope of a profit. Scattered all o\er the 
countr\ are men who sell more poultry products than cream. One man down in these parts sells two 
to six cases of eggs a week; his gross income from his poultry, running w ell over a thousand dol lars 
a year. He sells entirely to cooperatives, and the profit from that man goes entirely to the other man 
(the cream producer), the poultry man only keeping two cows. The same may be said of the Bur well 
creamery and its oil business. 

Or does the profit go to the other man? No, it really doesn't, if it were not for this system of rebates 
established, perhaps the cooperative creameries would pay two to five cents more for the cream as 
they go along, and the profit from that busniess would be like the poultry or the oil busuiess, if there 
is competition there. 

Under the present system of rebates, the cream is bought on the same close margin as other lines, 
only the creameries hold back a portion of your money so as to make you a Christmas present 
without costing them anything, it is a clever idea; makes the cream producers happy at a happy time 
of year; makes a fine advertising scheme, h is too bad there are not more such rackets or is it? 

Short Shavings. 

All those who attended the Xmas program at Scotia the evening of the 21st. agree that the music 
manufactured by senior chorus there was something quite a little above the average in this section of 
the country. 

They have a fine music instructor at Scotia. W'm. Haynes. but heck of it is he is leaving in a few 
days for a higher paying job at Bridgeport. The bigger the school the belter. 

Many people think the ground is the dryesl ever in these parts and the clouds have got to give us a 
lot of rain next spring or we'll have another failure. \\ ell. we're getting use to it. 

Walt Finch writes from Loveland, C olo., saying there is a depression there too. He sent a little 
poem about the Democrats that we ha\en't hardly room for in this issue. 

There was quite a little comment about my suggestion of moving the seats at church to the foyer so 
as to increase attendance. One man told me he was at a program in Omaha where all the front scats 
were packed, although he made no intimation the churches should adopt the idea of the program 
there. What was it? Nothing much. Just a woman danced without any clothes on. 

Chas. Otto, so I hear, has already sold one animal and a man has taken some pictures of his 
contented cow s and all this from the spcal/.v/c-y 1 put in the paper about them. That's just part of the 
service w e render. Don't you see. Chas? My hand is out for a cigar. 

Irvy Sheldon and 1. once in a great while, read a cowpuncher maga/ine. We have agreed that the 
escaped convicts from Omaha were absolute sissies compared with the Whispering Kid, Tensleep 
Maxon or Deacon Bottle. 

One prominent business man of N. L., wants his boys to be football players so they will grow up 
not to be sports or good losers. He says anything is fair in business as long as you succeed, the same 
as football, and he believes the slugs in the paw and the kicks in the slats by the players is mighty 
good training for a young man, training him to never lose (never say die.) 
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The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Oowm 

Let *em Fight 
Pic Recipe 

More or Less Personal 

Let ^em Fight. 

Years ago it was found that it was not the best policy to allow the railroads to enter into business in 
any capacity except that of the common carrier. Should a railroad, with all its capital and ware- 
houses, go into the coal business, for example, it would easily put many if not all the local coal deal - 
ers over the country out of business. The railroad could get the coal at the mines, ship it in closed 
cars to different points and have their agents sell it out. and all the moDisy Aey would need to get 
would be their hauling charge. They could undersell the local man until, pah£^, our whole 
economic system would be under control of the railroads. 

The railroads were as full of tricks in the old days as individuals are now days. The railroads were 
fbrbiddeii sUso to make preferential rates to big haul^» enabling them to get more business at 
competitive points. As a result a man who shipped one car of mixed cattle got the same rate as the 
big feeder who had ten cars of fat steers. 

These laws and regulations along with many others, stiU exist, and should a railroad violatetiiem, 
they are subject to heavy fines and penalties. These laws were made in the days when th^ was no 
conq>etition in the carrier business, wh^ we took the service they offered or went afoot; when tiie 
public needed to fight back to save their very necks. 

Toda\ the whole situation has changed. The railroads have competition of the fiercest kind — the 
trucks. The need of a railwity commission to protect the people's interest is not now so manifest It 
seems to many that this commission has changed its role fiom that of protecting the people to that of 
pfiple^ing the raihodds. 

In scHse of the ways ncimtioned, tiiis competition is doing the very thing the railroads are prohibited 
fiom doing. Gypsy trucks, so called^ Havel the wiijth and breadth of the land, carrying fiiut, coal, 
grain, salt, oil and what not, buying sdling the produce, mmsM instwces for the sc^ puipose of 
getting tiie haul char^ In a way, it is better for the pec^le, in tibat Ibey^can buy tiiese tilings at a 
chei^ ^$e^ but it i$ doip|;^ ^my Msgl3my^ ^Etfed would ^piKsn if the railroads, years ago, 
wece jdlowed to (k> ft. It ^ crowc^ttg ottt a lotMsmall dealeis. 

Attioa^ tiie ndlioad comansston has laid out rates for tiie tw&er^ a great many of tb^ do not 
abide. Tho pmiity for not obeyit^ cm b^ vppUi^ to both the s^b^lN^ and tiie trucker. As a result, 
idiould a tniciGer ba^ a load for less ttian regular rates, the shipper would not squeal just to get 
Itimself tissed in ga^A ak^ vdlb the trucker. 

P^haps we, ixt this land, have come to the point where we get along without the ^^iboads. 
Some of the old timers who fought witii the railroads in early have littie sy n^^Qr with ^bem 
and as soon see them beaten. MaiQf otiiers would like to see tiiem given an eqaal cheuice by Ihe R. R. 
commission to survive along vnfb the tmckexs. Just recen% 4ie R. R. commissio& has panted tiie 
tif^ of tiieimkoads to lower tiieirnrtes on some classes of hauling. One trucker said, H won't hurt, 
Tiie railroads have lost all their business na^^m^^* 
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A few years mme will tell the tale. If ttie railroads can make rates that will bankrupt tlie tracker, 
they may still stand and run their trains; if not, they are surely doomed. 

Pie Recipe. 

Here is flte %)akings" of a pie Mrs. 7ohn Sdiuttz $€rved to teiily n^&e G/dm evening 
and we thought it very fine. 

1 c. crushed pineapple, 1 c. cold water, 1 c. sugar, one-eigh& t salt, 2 1/2 T. cornstarch, 3 egg 
whites, 1 c, cream, 1/2 c. chopped nut meats. 

Combine pineapple, water, salt, and sugar. Place in double boiler and when mixture reached 
boiUng point, add cornstarch which has been dissolved in a little cold water. When cornstarch is 
thoroughly cooked, set aside to cool. When cold fold in stiffly beaten egg whites, put in baked pic 
crust shell, cover with cream which has been beaten stiff, sprinkle over with chopped nuts and cool 
until ready to serve. 

Now this is called Angel Food Re. She surely picked the right food for our family. 

More or I. ess Personal. 

My daughter was trying to play a big horn w ith the Scotia band. Lacking wind capacity to toot the 
thing propcrl\ . she went to Supt. Ebmeier to ask to play some other instrument. 

"Not enough umph." he said, puffing out his cheeks. ^'Should get a little more of it from your dad." 

Lou Schwancr's from Scottsbluffs, visiting Wm. SchudePs last week, asked as they stood on the 
porch, who lived in the houses about. When my name was mentioned, he said. "Is that the fellow 
who writes for the Quiz? Well, Til be gosh darned." That's all he said and I've been wondering ever 
since. 

There has been a lot of alligator tears shed over my impending electrocution next w eek by the 
county board. Mid Gamer offered to send me down an old arm pistol that he said would do the trick 
much easier and quicker. Hugh Clement has taken an active interest and asked if the ministry has 
been laboring with me yet. The common theory is now that the board plans to electrocute and hang 
me both, and if that doesn't do the trick, a firing squad w ill be on hand. 

Myra Thomgatc Barber said something in the Fortnightly club last week about how people in New 
York liked to be mentioned in Walter WinchelLs column, and around here in this one. They may like 
it, but some of them have a darned strange way of telling me about it if they do. 
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A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Really Did Nfoke Good 

SlKiiva^ 
Hie Finis 

Rea% 1^ Ma^ ^^QfoO* 

The pe<^le of Sootint highly hfimred and delimited, Moiiday last wee^ l^lta"^^ aiisit of 
a celebrity, Ftank PluU^ a imUtailli<Miaira, hsuili^ apd chsunxian of &e }Hm4 Of #f^ietoi^ of liie 
Philip JNiPteuiEi Oo^ Phi^p 66. Ilie iiuit|!Q^ of the visit wm p^pit% to 

see ^p3a€&c^hisl»])r% wiikli was Gieel^ county in. those esurly da^ of 1873. 

.^^ter surve^ng fite Voihees &xm and loeitii]^ titie spit where &e little dugout sat m ihat ev^tM 
^l&f )mis 0g0, Mr. Phillip was taken back to town and ^ven a baiiquet in the school house. Hiis was 
ably prq)ared by S^^d^htnw da«stii^ ^^ooe jcla^m. 
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All sorts of stories are told of Ihis inaii^ inD^ioe, but h &f k excess of any of we ^oot people's 
imagiiiatioiL It has been told with a .^ood deal of credence that his income is $40,000.00 a day, and a 
fwalh of it be paid for income taxes. He left Oreeli^ ccmty when a year old livmg in lo^ later 
moving to Oklahoma where he got into the <^ andbaiddagbiidi^ss^Hte not only owns extensive oil 
properties, but banks in many states. He has 40,000 employees^ his da% pqr toU nmniiig ova: a half 
millioiidolfaffs. 

He riites in his own pdh^le drplane, but in spite of his iimxigsis^ wealfli, evexymm i^ met Nm 
said he was as fiiendly and unpretenthnis asif fa^ llfeiutue had b^ #e&t on the &in ma^ of Srotijl 
in place of far fields. Be enjoyed a great d@at Jbls vML to ^e school md gave the du Idren a 
talk winlettere* ISe hat Utde use fer tte j^sto ^a£&M as^l^ our present 

govemmrat and his tsiSc was laii^ly along tibat fine. 

It was told that he was ^e jStst incite ehild h&m in Gt^dey c^imty. This is not true lor a faiother of 
Rotla Babeoek (Waller) was horn in Aug. 1872 (later dying) and HoiBGe Davis vm horn in Se^ 
1873 ndiile Kfr. Phillips Avas bom in Nov. 1873. NeverSieless, &fr. ^llips was among tte first and 
that is worth remembering. His father was the first j udge and first assessor of CSieeley county. This is 
fl^ time^ce leai^^in 1874 that the younger Phillips has been back. 

George McAnulty, was one of the ofGcial greeters of the guest Mr. McAnulty*s wife was a second 
cousin of Mr. Phillips. 

In his talk to the school children Mr. Phillips said he had found it moie difGcult to give his mcmey 
away properly than it was to make it. He went Srom Scotia to Lincota where he was a guest of the 
Commercial club there and while in that place he gave the state $50,000 to be used in character 
development for the youth of Nebraska, Mrs. Cochran being chainnan of the committee to distribute 
the money. 

Short Shavinjjs, 

Frank Miller of Scotia won a new CIie\ relet car by buying a ticket for a dollar in the lottery of the 
dance at O'Conncr. Although thc\ gav e him a new car. it was a car with no accessories, and not the 
model thai Frank wanted. So he traded in his old ear and this just about paid for the extra equipment 
that he received. As a result, for a dollar and his old car he owns now a tine new "autemiobu bblc." 

People who remember Jeny Hill, second son of Rev. Hill of North Loup, will be interested to knt>w 
that he is an expert archer. He hvcs in Boise. Ida., and horn a clipping recently sent to his falhcr. it 
was learned that Jerry won all the prizes and medals awarded in ihc Idaho state contest held in that 
city. 

Rev. Hill, said also that at another time. Jerry contested on a golf field against a champion golfer 
Jerry shooting arrows while the golfer hit golf balls, and Jerr\' won m that match too. hi place of 
dropping the arrow in the hole. Jerry shot it through a ring on a stick. 

It has come to a pretty pass when thieves will drive into your yard, load up your cattle and dri\e 
away. This very thing is what happened to Edgar Stillman a few weeks ago. At least two of his small 
cattle and one belonging to Dell Barber that was visiting there disappeared one evening when Edgar 
had gone to a party, and nothing has been heard or seen of the cattle since. 

There were car tracks about the yard the next morning, Edgar lives on the highway at a handy place 
and that is all Edgar knows except he knows for sure the cattle are gone. 

Earl Kricwald has purchased the Whiting farm in Springdale and plans to build a house and 
perhaps move there this spring. 

Claud Thomas and Chas. White spent a couple of hours auditing the books of the telephone com- 
pany Monday afternoon. These men are really speedy when it comes to auditing. 

ll is said there arc going to be three vacancies to be tilled on the Scotia school board. The director 
of the school board, William Hagcman. has just died. Jim Hall is moving to Iowa ver\' soon. It is 
reported art>und that Rolla Babcock has. or is about to. sell his fami. and he too may move out of the 
district, looking for a smaller farm to buy to replace the one he now owns and has lived on his entire 
life, his father homesteading it in 1872. 
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The Finis. 

Aft^ paining c\ cryone who is orluGs been trying to do anything and being able to o ff^ no solution 
except to take off all tariff barriers, Stanley Maly at the Commercial club last week concluded his 
talk Tdlh the following stcny. 

Mrs. Roosevelt, Mrs. Lindbergh, Mrs. Mussolini, and Wally Simpson Windsor sat down for a 
game of bridge. To start the game they decided to draw for the deal. 

Mrs. Lindbe^ drew sm ace, Mrs. MussolM &ew a dace, Mf& Wally Siniqj^m &ew a king. Then 
Mrs. Roosevelt taking her card drew the joker, but upon looking at it said something was wrong and 
she demanded a New Deal. 
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A Suggestion 
Oleo or Butter 
Poultry Feeding 
Short Shavings 

A Su^(^tion. 

On the Whiting place, east of Ord, near Sumter, is an old log house. It was built in 1873 or be fore, 
the logs having been cut north of Burwell, and has been in continual use almost ever since. It has 
never been sided over and Ipoki^ vmy much as it did eighty ^ix years ago when the Indians peelo^ in 
ttte windows said when it was one of ttie few houses in the cmmtry. Geo* McAnuUy says it was used 
at one time for a post office and a stopping place between points south and Wi How Spring. Jim 
Whiting says when he moved to the place there were a lot of uncalled for letters in the gable. 

Earl Kri&wald h£^ lecmtly bougtU the place and plans to build anoth^ and new house there. Hiis 
log house sets now v/b^ the water nms during a rain and consequently is of little value as a 
building. 

1 asked what he plans to do with Ijie old house« B£^l is laboring under a little difficulty. This is 
one of the oldest landmarks of the coimtry and he hates to destroy it, but he feels the building should 
be moved from where it is now. He has been thinking of wrecking it and using the cedar logs fm* 
fence poste. 

H^'s a suggestion. As long as the historic sentiment in the coim ty Im gioned such a hi^ pitch in 
reg^d to Q&m fi^^xi^ &£ im^nest, why would it not be a @dod idea to talce another plan on a 
smdl@r s^l^ — osie that is viniMn ow p«^^]Wl^f^ of acM Why not ti^e Old Timers' sode^, 

or the €£|f Ord, or si^ne othsr worthy (S'gaidzsdan arrange to puK^iase lUs house, move It to the 
city park ^ Old and fix it 19 for a museum? With prop&t foundation it would stand and last for 
another eighty-six ye£us. 

rU give a dollar toward it any time. 

In the World-Hetal4 in the colimm CIttlyle WgS^^^ la^ he discussed the ^smy SBrtua^tiicSQ($ 
smdit all;gcM moi^^u^g^^t be MM^to H^tion Ihelmi^r substitat^used and iheir effect 
on tite ]bQlt€t t^aiisst It seems to me that ttiere is a plaee we all can chip in and give our sqppott to 
the da&y indi^y tiiat now is in a very dolorous condition. 
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In Nebraska alone, the comim^tion of oleo was ab€fUt S^OOO»QOO lbs., as conopttted with 
^proxipfuie]^ 30,000,0QQ pouii^ Of lnitter» or in other word$ doe pGHiid of olea consimied to ^ of 
butlCT. The surplus of butter at this th^ is iq>proximatdy 130,000,000 pounds, ^cmld Nebraska 
BlomiSi have used batter in place of that 5,000,000 pounds of oleo used, l-20th of the butta* suiplus 
would have been wiped opt 

Frcmi D. R Spindle of Grand Island I learned fliat oleo Is Isrgl^ a fi^^ pnxhict. Much of it is 
produced in ^^ypti i» cMm^ Ihm h ^tsigped to tte Pfa^p|»nes n^ese it is stored for 30 da^. 
Aft^ ibst lengtfi of iSm^ Ibe mS is allowed to come into die U. S. ddty ftoe and as a f^sftttt cmly a 
small tax is levied on it It has beCT proven in Wisconsin courts that there is no food value in pure 
oleo, so o&ec ingredi^ mxat be added that it may be soid as {(smA^ It is vexy dbe^ and die 
customary price is half die price of butt^^ ri^gacdJ^ of the price of butter. 

The most astonishing &et of all iaflot a gieat mat^ finnets use oleo. Merchants and cream bi^ei^ 
although they are reluct to tell it for fear it will make then: farm^ tiade mad, know well Plough 
that many, many of their cream patrons Mfee h<Hne oleo to eat on ttidr tiMe. This practice is even 
more prevalent among the patrons of tfie cheese &ctc»y md "ssiiole wSS& <Nrymen« These fanners do 
not have cream to chum mid c(msequaitly buy butter and save the d£Cfer^ioe in the pib^ and liibcf of 
diuming. 

But even many cream men eat oleo. One creamery man said he thougjbt Widi some, it was resent- 
mmA or letaliaficm, they feding perhaps weie spiting the cream fniyers or oreameries because of 
the low price of butterfat It is problematical vtdiat the effect m the market would be should the 
farmers use butter in place of substitutes, but it seems they should be willing to use own products. 

nii^ is to be a bill introduced in die legislature to put a 15c tax on all butter substitutes. There are 
now petitions being circulated to be signed. In nineteen states there is a similar tax and Nebras ka is 
one of the states that does not have a tax. 

Just what effect on the price of butterfat this tax will make no one knows for sure, but creamery 
men claim that should such a tax be made, the price of butterfat would raise at least ten cents a 
pound. It needs to raise that much, and then it would be none too high to pay for the exercise 
involved in draining the cows and grinding the cream from the milk, to say nothing of the feed they 
eat. Surely the dairy situation is in a dolorous condition. 

Poultry Feedinj^. 

A salesman for a feed mill was in the elevator the other day the same time I was and explained to 
me a system of feeding laying hens ihai. he says, has proven to be very successful in all instances 
where poullr\' men ha\e followed ii properly. 

He said in the coop there should be at least two feeders. One of these is filled w iih whole oats and 
the hens ha\ e free access to them at all times. He said it had been found that a laying hen needs the 
fiber in the oals as part of their diet lor egg production. 

He said that the other feeder should be filled with mash and the hens given free access to that at all 
times. Of course he w as tiA ing to sell his mash, but 1 assumed any good mash, even home mixed if 
the fomiula vsas proper, would be O.K. 

At night a small feed of shelled com is given the hens, feed enough so they will clean it up in about 
fifteen minutes. He said that if hens were given free access to com they frequently ate too much, for 
hens are ver\" fond of whole com. 

He said it was. not necessary to wet the mash. Sometimes men wet it to get the hens started to 
laying a little sooner but sometimes too, wet mash gave the hens bowel trouble. 

All of this IS smiplc enough so most any one could follow it. 

Short Shavings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Fisher returned Wednesday morning, Fcbr. 1, from California where they had 
been \ isiting for five weeks. 

In their haste to lea\e Mrs. Fisher forgot and left the window in the pantry open an inch and in the 
room sat a sack of potatoes that she had forgotten to place in the cellar. But nothing took harm. The 
potatoes had not been irozen during the absence. 
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More or Less Personal. 

Myra Thoragate Baiber allied ise smd said flmt a lady in purple gave a veiy fine talk on China in 
the Fcibi^tly club Wednesday. That was nice of Mrs. Barber, but I had heard the same talk before 
she hsKl^^iad held ftie vmtxM and lo^ed at It tetwem footings in wild west ymn^ I vms 
reading. 

One year at an inter-county club meet, this same lady in purple was giving a talk and the presiding 
officer raQg titee bell when tiiere were 1^ flian a htrndred wcntfe yet to tell io "conehide her talk. She 
had timed that talk too, at home, but it had run a minute over, and she was not too happy about it all. 
Since that I have had to listen to talks of China, child education, English and American literature and 
oflier dry topics, and hold the watch, when I much rather read about Two-Gun Charley or Tensleep 
Maxson. 

And after all is said and done, the person who has leamed to cease his clatter when the time is up, 
has leamed one of the prime requisites of good public appearance i^^ether it be making a speech at a 
ladies' club, preaching a sermon, entering into a political argument, or writing a column. 



February 15, 1939 

TheCNlQttiz 

AFEWTBONC^ 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

A Bit of History 
Own Ears Dirty 
Short Shavings 

A Bit of^lsiory. 

In my last letter to my mother in California 1 enclosed the historical picture from the World-Herald 
telling of early characters in Valley county, one of which was a picture of General Ord. 1 knew she 
would be interested for she lived here in those days. The following is what she wrote back: 

"This G^ieral Ord came to North Loup in early da^ dtid stopped a t our house. We had a cedar log 
house but with a dirt floor, so fa&or, ^o was always fixing up things as nice as he could, (old 
timers will remember he was a widowo^ with four little children) took his scythe and mowed some 
nice &e^ grass and put on the floor. 

We 1^ a few gfyod filings flmt we brcmjiM Wisconsin, and &1har polished th^ as best he 
could, lm. Whm Genei^ Pud got ready to leave he said, "If this wc^ a palace. Elder Babcock, it 
could not be more attractive.*' 

Our 0¥m tiirty. 

While we are worrying over ^ p^ie^i:^^ of ^ Jews in Germany all of irfucli k^id c^iou^ I3m 
^tmi^ occurs to me cxf pimse te£ !0$w0f& BaSl xm^m 0iAy wm and then. "We better wash 
biMnd oiir own j^u:^ b#&^ we start telling tile other Mkm to lake a hi&L^ 

Of coms^ in this imags^&t& sectton we h$ve had little occiite t0 tti^ of it but we do not have to 
go far until race problc^ that is b^wem the negroes and the winl^ is a^s^ous situation. The 
nefgro, bioi^t here aggdiist Ms will, has bem persecuted, alfho$i£^ in a differrait manner thsm the 
Jews, fiilly as badi^ lie^^ Joirs have em b^^ 

The negro is ttie last man hiied and the first fired. In manyv max!is^ jeAm ^ mpa is not consida^ 
at all, and it is ahnost out of the iqp^ssticMi of ajo^po ever being advanced to sfi^rttditg jgoodi, no matter 
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how faithful and d^isndaUe be may be. Equal educational privili^g^ in many sections are not ac- 
eoided. Hie n^ro sucely is tiie down-troddra race. 

I have Uved in tte cify i]|>Qii seva:al occasions and at ttiose times became acquainted widi sev^al 
nepdeSv and I daze ^ tiiiat a &w of tiiem were of tiie nicest mm I ever knew. One negro had a job at 
die plant vvbest I woiked He bad gotten it duringlfae wior v^hen he^ was h»d to find. lie wm sudl a 
fine man wad so d^pradable the ccmqaany never could find iexetise to hitn off vMt& h^^ 
became plentifiiL But noade the resolution then and diere tiiat never i^ain would thc^ hke ai^ 
cqh^ed hdip &>t fear they gist anotho^pei^ so good ti^ could not let him go. 

Yes, i^en we am vmrpii^ about the Jews, a race widi money, prestige mteOigence md power, 
*Met us wa^ b^iind our own ears/' in regaid to a part of our citizi^Eity that has been porsecuied fi>r 
more than a hundred and fi^ yems, as bad as die Jews evo* were. 

My brother writes fiom Califiafnia, *They ate saying aioimdheiie ace onty 45 states left ki ike 
union. Aricansas wd Oklahoma have gone to Cttlifemia and the latl^ has gone to hell " 

Alex Brown tells of abaehelor he knew who was a good coddL He debated the question of getting 
married. Each time aft^er inaking biscuits he would tinow in the comer die same number of biscuits 
as be ale or tfie nundi@r a mS^ would eat Soon the pile grew so large be eraefaided be could mit ixS- 
ford to get married. 

Irvy Sheldon tiled the same test with a fine milk cow. He put a barrel in fit>nt of his cow and each 
time he fed die cow he put the same amount of grain in die barrel. At the end of the week he took the 
grain to town along widi the cream fix)m the cow and he says the grain brought him more money 
than the cream. 

hi Scotia some people live on die boulevard, and some live elsewhere. The speed lin^t on the 
boulevard is 256 miles per hour. 

In putting the eggs in the case I instructed the kids to not put in any dirty or small eggs, as we will 
save them back and eat them ourselves. I want the buyer of my eggs to get a good big one for his 
penny. 
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February 22, 1939 

The Ctal Quiz 

AmwTBmm 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoi^ Gowm 

The Good Old Days 
Good Time to Sell 
Short Shavings 

The Good Old Days. 

At Scotia the other day, in one of the school busses, the seniors held a sneak day, absconding with 
one or more of the teachers to Omaha and other points of interest. While gone on these treks, the 
students take in many points of interest and of educational value that they might never get an op- 
portunity to see again or at another time. This event was kept a profound secret from everyone ex- 
cept the members of the senior class and the teachers and the parents of the seniors and the bus driver 
and the brothers and sisters of the seniors and a few of the best friends of the s^ors and these few 
friends were told not to tell anyone except perhaps their best friend. 

I well remember when I was a small hellion in high school and 1 remember too our sneak day, and 
if I do say it, not with a sense of bragging either, hut it was a sneak day th^ was a sneak day . 

For weeks ahead of the date set we planned the event Some of the more angelic girls demurred a 
trifle, fearing dire consequences, but finally consented provided it was unan imous. On the day set we 
swiped, by some excuse, a few sandwiches and met at the depot A few told their folks they needed 
to carry their dinner that day. 

We boarded the train clandestinely andjoumeyed aUtito way to Scotia Junction, Th^^. we huriied 
off to the wilds of the chalk hills for a round of g^mes mi pleasure. In the a ftemoon, some af us 
walked the track to Scotia and, took in the town. I remember well the saloon there (there being none 
in N. L.) and how we peeked in the window as we hurried by. 

We were at the water tank when the train came back from G. 1., in the evening. To pass time W9it- 
ing for it, we boys hurled rocks up into the water spout and when it was let down a ton of rock, more 
or less, rattled (town into the bowels of the oigine. I rem^b^ yet the httle smnon the engineer ad- 
ministered. 

We arrived home tired and happy, meeting the folks at the supper table none too happy over the ex - 
perience. The teadiers, too, the noct day, were sour and surly. They talked of expellhig the whole 
class and cuttiDg; @adi of our grades ten per cent and of making the whole class stay in after school 
enough nights to make up the time. 

It was cmfy tsdk, however^ It wags oai c^tlie question to eicpel us aU; rictt^ylotsi iD nied@e tt^^ 
ones m&m xi^ tiie time; aboiM inopos^ble to do anythioig bgl lie<^ n^ #«i^iit |t «lL It wfts a thrilling 
experience for we memb^ of the class, and one of tiie first to start tfiis sneak day institution so well 
established now days. 

0o0aii]ii0Tiiii^ 

"IM one tiling tfiat is the trouble with the catiie fee^gbusiness year " Vmi Eo bbins satt^ 
tiiat no one had enoii^ of tiiem.*^ Bvmcfsm& hmai^i^ money. It is ^ same with the hogs and m a 
tmmk ev^s^yiH^, m mmt^ m^^am^ is w^&ig M& lSx^ bog bosiiacss. Mmy peic^e iSiink that 
bi^bmlE^ about n^ September, the hog market wiU start to sMp and then there will be the 
headaches. 
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Witii bogs pSm ik^ sm mw everyone seems to ftiget tfegt H ^s^m miy a few years ago we 
were selling tiiem fin* $2Jo a faiixli^ aad fi^r sows tess. Ivm ^mmdy said he sold a few big 400 
pQUDd sows fer $6.00 eadi. C. Mortensen has it dqped out fluit It tal^ nine months to get bmk in to 
die hog business. 

R tido^ Icn^gar for tiie catde« but the |Mice will break sometime sure as the devil. And it will be die 
devil when it does too; M wf ^^smg I Imve sold &t ste^ for a nickel and ffsoA feed.a:s 
for four and five crats. That {nice would wsbSs^ plenty of beadai^ fer tibese mm who are biQ^g 
nine cent feeders toda^ to ^^irry over into another year. 

Eveiywfaa^ we h^ die hue and cry to get back into die livestock business. Banks are iirged to 
Imn money fin- stock purchiei^ loid ^hibs ffi^e sponsoring such movements for boys. It is all a ndliie 
undCTtaking but I ren»snri?^ wy &dier fislMog in 1917 or thei^ idioais i^ease ex;ciise ihe pe rsonal 
rdS^rence)^d]attfakkiMitd» debts.^ 

The time to got issio die hog ^ catde bOj^iess was last year. At fi^d Christensen has been having a 
land ofGce busii^ siting brood sows at fancy prices. But vmr iL is too Idle to grab ttie apples &ostn 
last ye^s business. Perfa^s this vm^ of prosperity widi livestock will hasig on ancrther year. We 
hope so. 

Short Shavings. 

In hard times, they say the sales increase on the three following articles: Neckties, canned goods 
and coffee. Nedctte sales always increase, and the reason is, people think, because the buyer has not 
the money for a new suit and he diinks the new tie will be a poor substitute Canned goods are 
thought to be a lot of good food for a small amount of money. Coffee is drank in place of some thing 
more expensive and stronger. 

In spite of the fact that the oil station men say they are losing money (which none of us take veiy 
much at heart) these gas wars that are put on so regularly in Ord do a lot toward attracting people to 
ttiat town to trade. 

In the domestic science class my daughter has been learning to make soup. 1 said I knew how to do 
that. How is it you say? Why. boil up the dish rag. of course. 

And then there is the slor\' of the city chap, the pheasant hunter, perhaps, ^o said to tlie dried out 
farmer. "I don't see how you make a li\ ing here. Why there's no corn crop or an\lhinu liere." 

"I'm not so poor as you tbmk," die laniier replied sail ling. "1 don't own the place. It is the landlord 
that's gelling the hell." 

Hugh C lement has been working a few times lately for Erio Babcock in the latter' s garage. It 
reminds us a little of the story of the farmer and his hired man. One year the farmer ow ns the outfit 
and hires the hired man. The latter sa\es his money and buys the fanner out the next year and in 
return hires the farmer back who saves his salary and the third year the farmer buy back the fann, et 
cetera. 

We might recall that a few years back Hugh was w orking for Art Babcock in the garage and after 
working for him a time, he bought out the garage and was the manager and owner himself for a long 
period. 

My mother writes in her letter from California in regard to her two small grandchildren there, 
'iioth the bo\ > sing in the church choir for children, each with their own age. They wear white robes, 
march in and sing once, then go back to their seats w iih their parents." 

At another place she said. "The boys saw a \er>' little frost or dew on the grass the other morning 
and thought it wonderful. They do wish they lived where there v\as snow and 1 tell them 1 expect 
Dick would like to live near the ocean. We always want what we can't have." 
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March 1, 1939 

The Old Quiz 

TOTBmKAB&mi 

Writ^ by Geovg&Gmm^ 

Getting On in the World 
Can't Be Done 
Short Shavings 

Getting On in the World. 

Ben Nelson, who has recently started selling cars, (you understand; 1 said selling not trying to sell) 
is a bit of a philosopher and in S. O. S., the other day, intermingled with his sales talk he told us a 
few pointers that I have bee^ WOCbdering about ever since. 

A man sitting there who was not too hot a credit risk made Ben the offer, "I'll trade Offs with you, 
giving you my old car and a note for the difference," 

Ben answered quickly, "All right I'll tiade/' 

"But I can't pay the note," the man begged, backing out "I don't have any way to pay it. I'm broke 
and can hardly buy gasoline." 

"Oh you'll pay i^" Ben said. "If you get tias new cm- ymM want to keep it so badly that you'll 
pitch into the game a little harder, and scheme a httle more and make the payments. A person has to 
have something to woik for to get anywhere. Iti$ not the man that has everything handed out to him 
on a platter that v^ ofiaidoes thm^. It's the man that's put to it that really msdses the wheels go. 

"Very few of us ever do anj^hing until we have to. Very few of us plow our ground ahead of time. 
When the time comes; we know it must be done and we dig in and do the job. If we deai'thave some- 
thing pushing us on. we loa£ Veiy lew of us can save the moneyafaeadof time to buy a car, but there 
are thousands of pe^^, every year who pay for a car on instal Iments after th^y hipv^fS if boti^. 

"And the strange part of it is," Ben continued, "the size of one's fiimily does not seem to make any 
diff^[^@liee. I tmow of just as many couples with no children whoaie SO.^cior they can hardly eat, as I 
4o]p^ people with a flock of QWldren growing lip |Er0ltQ^ Th|]!^ i^^l#mA fmilj^ a little 
more, work a httle harder, manage a httle b^t^ or something. They have something to work for at 
leasts In own case l^i^ just as hard up when fiistmfflrii^ as l atnnow with three.** 

hi ^te of ^s httle treatise ^ gdu^g on in the the p^pe^ baek^ out on buyii]^ the car. 
He either didn't have the nerve to try it or was too lazy lo ptrt forth the effort 

Clu^r n of tbt l^mKi. 

I was at a hona^ in aootber anntty a 1^ "meks of a widow sad teee half pswn children. This 
wonm seemed quite well fed and ^N^^' liviAg ^th0 mon^ doled out is^^ly fimnlhe relief 
ofQce. Her greatest wm^ to h^^ whedief, by sotise hooik m crOok ^i^tm^ get a few more 

doU^GTS ^sed out lo h^, and she did not se^ to be a bit thankful for her steady income she now 
has. Oii^ dAier haiid^^ memsd even resentful m& mmi^i sornsomishiei yms^^ ^^ 

How ti^^have chai^^. When! wa^aboy^ jp^^ had come to temble stmtts to gi^ aii Ipom l&e 
cotmty and their tmmes ifm& pAli^iied as pikers in the CdWty piooaedii^i l^they got we all 
kam limy were eitb^ gmfi^ aiid li^ t^nimsfs^iof^ or in dire atsii t^t>le need 91:^ ve|y desi^rvh]® 
of what diey g^ Mo oo^ got aid minute longer ^an tih^ could he^. I remember how Joe Fl^^, 
then counfy ^)ntiiim^Qii@r, upm payinig a gc&msiry Wl^ cut out and refused to pQf for tobacco that 
was on apauper's hst 
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Befoce that, comity aid was almo^ unheard of. Many a woman raised her brood aAer sonietyDg 
hiq^ened to her husband. One shining ^uin^le is no less than Eva HilU mottier of Re^. HilL She 
wodoed a&d sang and raised her tfatee UQle bcQfs to manhood, imd never tfiou^t of relief checks. 

We are in a new mdar fivii^^ whedier bietter of Ikac woise, no cm Imom. Our bnded 
indebtedness in those days too^ vim some dififerent afilur ^sm mm. But it is die cfii^M^tiiMi of die 
people that h^ duuoged the most The busiest place in die court house is the relief of fice« i;^edier in 
dus coni^ ot a diousaad mil^ off; people &iste ^tting dim dote w^faout ^agrin or 
embacrass^^ m ikew&m^^ care of ^dto is going to pay the iSddl^. 

We seem to have a great eh^ of people are maldng a business of living off the government 
dole, so called. Their ambition and pride, if they eyisr had any is gone. There seems two classes of 
tte febsfys. One, sole oU^teKik is to get al^^ and pay ^sm debts; the odiers, dielr sole imM- 
tion to get iR/Nt^iey <^ ^vMte ^ getting is good These see^ to be a dass of people who have 
m^deactiSsm &e lole of sitting, like the car buyer, and following the lines of least resistance, living off 
the relief checks. 

However, thm is one class of reli^rs dmt mo^ of us have full s ympathy and that is d^ oU folks, 
who are too old and doddery to bit the ball any more. Most people feel they must be cared for some 
way or another; that is one of the debts we owe them and owe civitisition. But Still, in that noblest of 
all relief, there are chiselers; folks who hide their means and property to live off the public coffers, 
that now are nearly dry. 

This is the biggest problem that presents the people today by all odds. It is like the old man of the 
sea on Sindbad's back, and sooner or later Sindbad (the taxpayers) may get the old man drunk and 
throw him off and the old man of the sea will be where ho was in the first place. 

Maybe that'll be it. Maybe it will be inflation like it was in Germany and France; maybe it will be 
Nazism, or Bolshivism or Rooscveltism or something worse. 

"Can't Be Done," Walt Says. 

Spencer Waterman admits he enjoys a pu//le. As a result, his brother-in-law . Hairy Tolcn, told him 
that he could play solitaire with Chinese checkers. Leaving the center hole empty, put two rows of 
marbles all around, using eighteen marbles in all. Then the player jumps marbles until all arc off the 
board except one that is left in the center. 

"If you do that," Harr\ said, "you w in. If you don't you lose." Harry assured his brother-in-law, in 
friendly brother-in-law fashion, that it could be done. 

So Spencer started in on the puzzle detennined to solve it. He was late to breakfast and late at 
milkmg his cows both morning and night. For tw o days steady he labored except one thai is left in 
the on the proposition, only using the briefest possible time to do the chores, and loo brief a lime to 
eat. 

At the end of two days' research on the Chinese board he happened to see his brother-in-law again. 
''By gorry. ■ he said to Harry with lire in his eyes, "if that can be worked I'd like to know how it's 
done. 1 don't believe it can be." 

Harr\ turned and walked off a safe distance, then said, "I don't believe it can be either. I've been 
working on it myself ever since 1 saw you the other clay." 

Short Shavin<»s. 

Hugh Clement tells me of some man he met while working with Tom Hamer and his carpenter 
crew that had an old tractor and wanted a new one. He found out that b\ renting another piece of 
land near h\ he would get extra Soil Conser\ation money enough to make his payment next fall or 
w inter on a new tractor. So he traded tractors using his old one for down payment, planning to make 
his next payments from his S. C. money. 

Ja\ Davis was in N. L. the other day from iiricson, renewing old friends and greeting all with his 
friendly smile and handshake. 

He said to me, changing his smile to sadness, ^'George, you don't look well. Is there something the 
matter?" 
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I drew my face as long as I could and tried to appear dejected, "Jay," I said, "I feel pretty good 
except for one thing. I don't get enough to eat." 

Art Hutchins and I were quarrelling a little over which one was the hardest up. 1 finally said, "Art 
you don't know what it is to be poor." 

"You're right." he answered. ''Neither of us know. My mother has been getting letters irom my 
aunt in China. She says the people there are so poor and hungry they arc catnig cats and dogs and 
rats if they can catch them. They eat anything to keep alive. Those people over there caii't 
understand how there can be any complaint in [the rest is missing 

March 8, 1939 

TheOcdQt^ 

A FEW THINGS 
TO TfflNK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Let Us Have Peace 
Early Tomatoes 
Valuable as a Horse 
Short Shavings 

Let Us Have Peilce. 

A happy little ^'rucki^r has been carried on b^we^ flie telephone con^ani^ of North Lo^ mi 
Ord for the last year. Wlmtever they have gfttniad by the affair, no one semis to have discovered y^ 
but the patrons have at least had the opfHntunity of hes^ing coals on someone or everyone co nnected 
with tiie systems. 

It happ^ titiat som^titttil in tibte i^^^inrp^ a ^tiact was made betwem the two compoilies to the 
efEect that^!^ would be free exchange service h^cmssx ttiem, eadi ^^sl^ ovaang and Iseep^ in 
i;^^ one half, th^ poles and lin^. This conti^ is still in effect, at#€H^ #|e Oon^adistl 0Otp|xany 
tet ^n^^m k wi^ f&t, free from this contract, a ^owiscg \^^d have to be made to 

&e nubi^ commission telling how the coirqpany was ^vii^ too much for flie pawn's money, or a 
inatiiil s^f&msmA oit^ed into % tibie two mw^mm. 

The Norfii Lmp mm^my h^ los!^ cmisidE^ itself m mhm at teast^ a j^oop^ative^ aisd by 
^lii:^ iiieir ulteate aim has been ^ give the most possible »^vi^ ^ the least po ssible 
mm^f the earnings of file cioiQ|iaia^ be^g ^ a lesser c(»isi^aration. It is for that reason tiie N. L. 
conipmEy wants a free ^mce to Scotia and Ord. 

It can be ss&i wS0i m idssi^eispe^ to ^iim^ ^xm mxmc^ me lim pmi^pA object of the CcmtinCTtal 
co£d|^3^ IOkI thc^ fi^l liiat a toll charge s^hould be maintained betwe^ the two towns. As a con- 
sequmce^ ihi^ p^onn the contract Irf eon»^tfi^ ttce paxti^i^ bat some ttttEdk, icAn^tsmce^ The 
service is heavy betw^n the towns and anoth^ wire should be strung, but this has nev^ hem 
installed 

To mdDe thb^ wi^sj^ last ym^^ &e teJe^heaoie cion^iany in Qcd did not kehidte #e Nislh lUm^ 
numbers in their dlie^ty, cjUii£nix@ li^ ©etna expe^e of |mnting not wor^ £l As a ri^aii^on hr 
this the Nortfi Loup c^tral giil lefrised to look up numbers for the Ord callers (except the doctor's, 
which ie^ed) when fliat would he hus^ enpuj^ to |^ the Ihie. So as a testdt^ fh^ (M 
€idl^ would Mve to go liM Oid ^^sbial mA ^ b^to loc^ nxp the R L. mrato beSxee the 
caller could g^ the connection. By that time, someone else would get the line and as a result the 
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caller would have to wait another half an hour <ff mote. Before that time was t^, idie caller would feel 
like axing Ihe jdume off ffae wall and would call long distance. 

The mayor of Oi^ became lios^ ov^ 
up ijsc sunobcss hereafior^ but die N. L. C. G. told ^ may^ in polite phr aseology, dmt he could ^ 
to hsBSvm; tfiat he was mayor of Old but not of hen Sotiie of tt^ N. L. offidals talked ttm 0ie 
said mayor and told him if he ndi^ too mudi hell» he would find himself paying twenty-five c»ts 
toll every time he falk&d to N. L.» all of vrindi was not so happy an oitflodc fin* him f^ does a krt 
of talking. 

AH &is porformance, resulting fiom the simple &et ^t the N. L. numbers &iled to appear in ttie 
Ord dii:ectories, only slows up the sarvice between l9ie towns, that was none too good in the first 
place VfMk only the one wire to talk over. This before maatidned mayor, aftear other sdiemes hssi 
&iled to bring peace on tfie troubled waters, tded tiien to get a19, L. ^i^tory for his own use, ix^iiiE^ 
contained botti Ord and N. L. numbers, and he was refiised diat too without he would pay the sum of 
a quarter a book. 

Just viiiM effect on the earnings a tdll of 25c would make ciBttiot be accurately estimated At the 
present time there averages ova* 100 calls a day back and forth between the two towns. If toll were 
chained there woidd not be so many calls and then many patr<ms claim they would teke out their 

phones, which would cut down the earnings on another branch of the service. Several men have said 
if they cannot have service between the next neighboring towns, they did not think the phone worth 
having. It is a settled fact that a telephone is of little value if only a few of the people you want to call 
have a phone. The more phones in use. the more value there is to the sub scriber. 

Although seldom are people using couniry phones questioned, the rule is not lo allow non-subscrib- 
ers to call between the towns williuut paying toll. No one seems to object to this unless it is the non- 
subscribers who arc trying to get the service without paying anything. Central girls soon gel very deft 
at recognizing voices, and if they are not sure, they do not hesitate to ask. The same situation and 
contract prevails between the towns of Scolia and N. L. and also between Scotia and Cirecley. 

The telephone is a wonderful instrument, giving a big. scr\ice. and the ci>nipanies claim they 
should be paid for that service, but on tiie other hand, should this ser\icc be restncied. and the price 
become too excessive so only a small portion of the people participate, the whole thing will be of 
little value. 

Kariy Tomatoes. 

Some time ago Art Babcock read in the paper how a professor had developed a high-powered 
tomato that operated somediing like the ever -bearing strawberry, producing fruit in great abundance 
from the llrst of June on through the summer. 

As a result he wrote to the professor and as a gift the professor mailed Art about four dozen seeds. 
Art was not veiy well versed in the tomato business and so anxious was he to start picking the fruit, 
he set at once (that was 2 months ago) to preparing the box and in the window planted his choice 
seeds. 

These seeds sprang forth almost at once from the dirt and grew speedily. Now Art has something 
like fort\ fine young tomato plants a fool or more high and growing higher every day. Art has been 
so busy taking care of them he has not had time to come to the garage even day. It is nearly three 
months before he can set them in the garden, and. although his wife enjoys having house plants 
decorating the windows of her home, she objects quite forcibly to having 40 big tomato plants 
parked around. 

Worth as Much as a Horse. 

.lulius Schoening says he has now the best cattle dog he ever had. This is saying quite a lot, for 
Julius has had a number of dogs in his day. as he is \ eiy fond of pets. 

Julius told me of this incident, as also did Cliff Kimger who Uves across the river, to the west from 
Julius. 

Cliff said. "1 was working in the field by the ri\ er w hen I heard someone yelling to the east and a 
dog barking close by. Soon 1 discovered JuUus across the river and he was yeUing at his dog. 1 then 
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watched ttie performmiee and mm saw &e dog sort Julius' catfle out 6om a h&sd m the Pmksi' 
place, then drove them into the water and home again across the river, and Julius never ge tting his 
f^twet" 

Juttus says, "The cattte had gone acrossf the t^er and I hardly knew what to do. I stood on the bank 
looking at them, when I discovered the dog going into the water with out my telling him to. 1 knew he 
was a good dog so 1 decided to see what I could do. I coached him along and he sorted out my cows 
and^mii^ Aem home. I standing on the east bank all the time."' 

Short Shavings. 

Personal nomination for the best girl basketball player in this sec tion, Betty Langenberg of Scotia. 



March 15, 1939 

The Old Quiz 

AFEWTfllNGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Short Shavings 

Why Not Talk English 

The Banker's Turn 

Short SJiavings. 

Down this N. L. way, there is sympathy by ev^one for Roy Hudson. He is beginning to show the 
wear and tesff of the ordeal of his job as chairman of the N. L. R. P. &I, board, and his health never 
has been too good. His heart and soul has been iwi:i^p^d up in the successful culmination of the N- L. 
irrigation system and this last ''ruckus" over the power is fast making an old man of him« 

There will be one more issue of the Pictorial Review and that will be the last. It thai ceases public - 
ation. 

"The Song of the Years," by Bess Streeter Aldridge was published first in the Saturday Evenmg 
Post. This magazine only published ab<Hit haU' tbe bocd^ the ciditcxrs ti$ing odiy the love story and 
cutting out a lot of historical description. Even at that it is not considered much of a book, falli^ far 
short of the author's <^ar wcmt&^s^ 

And Mari San^z has a short sti^ In l&m Msgch 4 Post ft^t is not too hot dthar. She said ^e used 
two fiiU reams of pnqp^ writing it She ^oiild have used two more or only one. Fen* sure, two were 

S^^iliaKobbii^ ti^H. e£attediprU$i^^ when s[»i£^di]0 is gpMo^ tiomdef fixr 

som^yi^ or mother she jiM {nills the plt^md lets ttiem fa^ m AS&c u &w n!nmit^ i^ m 
s^Hm to see if ttiey are still tsdkui^ answerh^ mom*' mtA ifiQ^*'iatid pilte fte jpli% agaha. 

c»ie lid^ in town wlio i^matounded by a giEoiip of m^biaxs^^ who h^ve no phonei^ imA to 
chai^g a tiidoel for fliese n^hbors to use im phone, m& fhis smh ilmvkkels vip to Sehm, 
saying Sehna is the one who is &0Sxx$ i^emf^ y^^^ ivf^hes tib^em for no psiy. Wsm me 
not mun^ nickels however, the ne^bors shifiis^ Aeir firiendship to anodier neighbor when the 

B6€% Kriewald t$»^ved a md ^miBili iSsch's in Qlinoki, aad it said &ey have a new baby 
Jim Col^oan sold his house last wedc to Chas. White for $585 at auct»m, B&ti Cummins and 
Claud Hill pi^ittdi^ the wind wotL *Iimm of us vvho were preset will warrant dial if Ibese 
two vam^ pmred together, cannot sell your place it is unsaleable. I ^aoclaim them unbeatable. 
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Wky Not Talk Eni^? 

A big gob of alligator tears are being shed latefy^over ^&ct tihat some foreigners have been taken 
off relief becsEHise they have not yet tekm out tbm dttzea^iip papers. 

The quesfimi arises among some of us wiseacres^ as to diese people have not thougjit enough 
of their country to take out those papers. Does it not look as if a person has a quite a lot of gilts to 
take relief and aid fiom a country he is not a member of? It s^ms to us he mi^ go back from 
wfaetiee he eame oo^g^ljteer^^ef yjp. 

Anottier tiling ^tt^c^Ies some of us me trying to pay our ovm md idso thai of ua&m 
others tiiat are too unfortunate to pay their own, why these fcreign people do not join whole hog or 
none and learn to talk cnir language too. That would be noniDre Hum eourteousness and appredMloit 
for the dote we liie passing out so willingly. We speak the English language hm in ffiis ocvaneey and 
it is not hard to leata People wi& vcay medio(^ minds teon It. 

One finnify in these p^ has bee^ receiving help from ^ U. S. government for years and cannot 
to this day conv^se tiidr neighbors or anyone but iSsm own is&mirymeiL They have been cut 
off lately from relief^ because, they not only fiuled fo feani oin' tongue but i&Hed also to take out die 
necessary simple oaths of naturalization. 

One mig^t think, although he would dare not mention it, that tte onfyteason ttiese people live here 
is for that dole tibat is banded out from so little effort on their part 

More Short Shavings. 

The cheese-maker, Frank Lethenthal, eats the very cheese he manufactures. That's about as good a 
recommendation as a food can have. 

Albert Babcock has just been to Lincoln to have an operation on his nose. The trouble was caused 
from an injury while playing football in high school days, it is thought. He is now reaping the fruits 
of glory. 

The old hotel Arlington at N. L. has been bought by the city and it along with the comm unity build- 
ing, arc to be wrecked by WPA labor and a new community building and library arc to be erected 
with that labor on uliat is now the iioiel site. There has been talk, too, of wrecking also the town hall 
and using the lumber from that in the new building, but the town hall belongs lu the Oddfellows and 
the township, and as yet thai builduig has not been made one of the group. 

This deal does not ha\e the final OK. but the cniub in charge say diere is not one chance ui a hund- 
red of it being turned down. 

It is told by some men in authority thai if the vote is against the iixigation district in Ord on April 
fourth, the nrigation offices will all be moved to l^urw ell pronto. 

The Banker's Turn, 

A local cattle feeder says, "Last year 1 lost tw o thousand dollars because the banker loaned me the 
money to feed cattle. This year 1 lost iwo thousand dollars because he wouldn't loan me the money." 

According to a previous anangemenl. my daughter called at my banker's home at noon where he 
was to tell her my bank balance. She called there because the bank closed at the noon hour. 

Upon my daughter's arrival the banker's wife told her that the banker was asleep and she would not 
aw aken him tor a tri\ ial matter. 

Fair enough. I do not like to be awakened from my noon nap either. 1 start work milking cows at 
about 4:00 a. m.. and end the day usually about 9:00 p. m. The bankers hours are tlie same. Start at 
9:00 and finish up at 4:00. Then there are the holidays and Saturday afternoons, but why talk about 
that? 

The banks ha\ e plenty of money to loan if the borrower has plenty of security. But if one has 
plenty of security, why would he want to borrow? 

Still More Short Shavings. 

At (ireeley the other day. appearing before the allotment committee consisting of Leo Kline, Ralph 
Dutcher and Vince Berger. for the purpose of getting my com base raised, it was wh ispercd that they 
should treat me pretty good or 1 might write something bad about them in the p£^er, 1 replied if 1 
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shotdd "^Ui something msA so good about them in the paper they might favcMT zoe not so good the 
next tune I asked for one. 

Gilford Hutchins tells of an instance of a house he owned once and rented to a man who was an ex - 
preach^. This man md wife w@Fe g^od rmters, always paying their imt promptly. 

One day the Mrs, Preacher called up Gilford and said, "The walls in the kitchen are awfully dirty. 
If you will pay for the paint, I'll put it on myself" 

"All right," Gilfiird answaed. **F11 pay for ^ paint but 1 vmA ft understood that you put it on the 
walls." 

Roy Lewis, who has at different times trained some fine working farm dogs says, "To train a dog 
suceessfUily, youmost know more than the dog." 

Hugh Clement says, "If your dog is not smart enough so you can leara something from him, I don't 
see any use keeping him around." 



March 22, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

More Trouble 
rU Stay Out 
One in a Thousand 
Short Shavinj^ 

More Trouble 

Along wi& the iciigaticm trouble the fanners are now faced with anoth^ dr€|> in the crcam price. 
This drop was in accordance and in conjuBSStipn with the fact that the governing Stopped buying 
butter, the one thing that has kept the price pegged a& high as it was. 

From the Produce Packer I lecumed that the Department of Agriculture announced that there is now 
held a surplus of 1 14 million pfi^iUllds of butter in the U. S. This butter i$ partly held by the F^eral 
Surplus Commodity Corporation and partly by the FSCC and partly b^r state relief ^eso^i^ Co^qpar- 
ing vnUi a year ago, in 35 cities there was stcn^od in Mai^ 193^ 14 ^^ffii^ I^iig5$|4^i^^ today. 

As a result of a p^iisal of &ese figures^ Art HuUdam In ehiSBse fiusloiy^ oI&d^ to wager (he 
didn't say how much) that if die government did not go to biding butter ag^, before the summCT 
wi^ over the price of buflodlil wmild dK^ ta^ c^i^ 

Anual Frazer Im it d€|i@d oitt Hiat the nuniba* of pouxiii of butter held in surplus is about one 
pound to eveiy dti^ im Ihe S. and if each pi^ri^ wmM ^ oaae more pound m week, the 
sinpltis would be wiped cniA and no one woal4 be hatt v&ey^ IMy. It noust be said tiNtf ^maem are 
lE^pmoi^ Gxeatures for I read how one saved Ms mck in his dairy departtwnt fliat he said before 
was losing him monc^^ lie sold his milk to the #^se factory but die ttnare too wd$ not so 
good, not enough so ^t he had my mmey left for his own eating after he had i^d for the eats of 
tbecows. 

^fore the drop he was hiring bis itdlk tmt he figured vnlix the numb^ of 

1^ inbd he would get SQo luoEe a cEay by hsuViig it himsetf and it only cost 2Sc for goes to make the 
trip. Iliat way was pac^ting t^Midlqg Ms own milk although he lost on the actual milking jiart. 
He was vmf tickled ov&c his profit 
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I myself still tiiink ttiat if tiiere was a tax pit on oleo, of i^ucb ib Kei^^asJia ^me BUe ^ to ten 
pounds consinned to <xie of butted, ^ere would be more good effect involved than all these other - 
fomiances €f iyv^ing and storing tiie sucpluses, 

I'U Stay Qnt 

I have be» asked and hinted at to write a hot piece for or against flie irrigaticm ruckus now so 
naidi in tibe air over the coimtiy^ Tiw aaoug^ l have my opink^ md fur the side crther flm which I 
fevcH* I haivt ljtd0 use, but after several years of trying to write a co lumn that ttie folks will read and 
that die bosses will ante for, I have come to the ccmclusicm ^t it is best for me to stay out of such 
coaitiQversi^ $ubjeets. 

The la^ one I jumped into, and the cHie I learned a few lesscxis on, was in regard to die trial of th^ 
Nay* I SUM feel the same as I did tfien, but I ^irely got panned a plenty for that piece. The n^ we^ 
was Pop Com Days and all my firiends fltom Ofid iMd e^eary^he^ el^ it se^iie4* nuide it a pphit on 
absm ^ys to get me eomered and tell me a tfimg two. lliat cd^valton was not so happy lortie. I 
still assume a great deal of the eiedit for the final disposition of that case, but it Is not iSasA Idnd cf 
credit I want I want bank credits. 

More flian this, when subjects are discussed as universally as this irrigat ion mckus is, it is doubtfid 
if I can dig up anything new about it. I enjoy most to get a scoop or advanced iniRmnation of some 
event, or some incident that is in the nature of a feature article. Bragging just a little I felt pretty 
smart that I beat the world last week in telling of the new commimity building at N. L. that the city 
moguls are confident is in the ofUng. 

One in a Thousand. 

At the junior high operetta in Scotia Friday night, Janice Nelson stood out head and shoulders 
above all the rest as a singer in that group. It was thought by everyone I saw that she would stand out 
as a good singer in any group. 

Singing soprano she took the lead part, reminding one of a bird on top of a tree singing for all she 
is worth to tell ihc world that spring is here. It has been said among the siudenis that this girl is the 
teacher's pet, but it is easy to see why she would be; one \\ ho carries the ai la^ like she docs. 

Short Shavings. 

People of North Loup cannot understand why all the complaint in regard to the electric service. For 
a number of years thc\ ha\ e been on ihc same high line that the City of Ord was and ihey N. L.) 
lived through it not thinking but what it was all pai1 of the game. 

In regard to hard times, at the Scotia school last week during the intcr-county declamatory contest, 
1 dropped by to lake my daughter home, and the school house was surrounded by cars and 1 did not 
sec a one but v\ hat was a relatively new one. That did not look like hard times or ten years of conse - 
cutive crop failure. 

Joe Knezacck told me in regard to the iiTigatii)n row. "It's just another one of those things." 

Ken Peterson said in regard to it, 'I'm not talking. 1 truck for Burweli, Elyria, Ord and N. L. men 
and Fm not looking for trouble." 

I repeat if this deal is not settled before long there will be one man. if not more, who will break 
down under the strain, and that one man will be Roy Hudson. A person can sit up nights until mom- 
ing several times a u eck. wrangling over problems so close to one's heart as this, and then study and 
work all day too, only about so long. 

One man said he suspicioned tliat very thing is what is the hopes of some people. 
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The Ord Quiz 
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TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Carefiil! Careful! 
News From Afar 
Make Good in City 
Short Shavings 

Careful! Careful! 

1 was in Ord the other day and I came to the conclusion that this "ruckus" over the light and power 
between the city of Ord and the N. L. 1. and P. district has turned out to be more of an endurance 
contest than anything else. 

On the streets 1 was told that there are more than one that may weaken before the end. 1 was told 
that Clarence Davis has been at all the sessions occurring several tiir^ 9 week that last until three 
o'clock or longer and then after the rest are home and safely in the arms of Moriheus the city dads 
ask Clarence to look over this proposed contract or take few minutes before he goes home and write 
up a new one. In either job, under ordinary conditions a lawyer would expect to have a day's time to 
think and a fresh mind to do it with. 

Regardless of what may happen between now and when this goes to print, there are plenty of 
people who think the irrigation project has blown up now for sure and are willing to bet money that 
no water runs on the fields this summer unless it is out of the sky. When men become as "sot" as 
these two boards seem to be, and there is so agitation on both sides to coach tbi^c^ it looks 
hopeless. Our nation civilization in this new worldis built and maintained on compromise, (m 
give and take, on one group helping the other fellow to promote the general good will of all. 

It is sad indeig^ whm the ground is dr\' as powder and the equipment all ready for operation that a 
deal like tiiis pi^ up, ^K)ilmg the whole thing and advertising us throughout the land that we arc 
fighting among ourselves, and so as a result stand still orrevert back further even worse than before. 

I hate to admit it. but it ail reminds one of the Chinamoi or the Spaniards, the Mexicans, ^o 
have for centuries fought so among themselves that they never pro|p^6S$ed« In ti^q of these countries 
outsiders have barged in and whipped them both and the only reason someone hasn't lapped 
Mexico is that it isn't worth takings 

Under such conditions is where dictators shine, and in this a dictiM liu^ be the stuf£ He'd 
take both boards out to a shooting squad, or send them to concentraticiiil ^@anq>s. He'd have 
rutming before night and &e electricity coming out of the ri^^t spigot He'd shut up a few of tiie 
agitators proi^ and thattdo mi^t 1;^ ajpod 0^ in lliis in^anct^ 

But wfa0 wmH dictators? Nch^ of us. We ai^e proud of our 1^ and of our spt^ of getting ak)^ 
witii each o^m. But ^^Mors will come if we continue s^ lon& Hhe pe^ei tiie public, fliat 
al^ys miScr the most in any such quarrel, will get so fed up with the bickaing that even a dictator 
will be welcome. 

News From 

A ^ pm00s^ fiom It tetter ftom^ motfie^^M 

^e^tei^y I wmt to Ihe Ord piesie aind lo^ a quite a few, In^ HQl, iSMe Goodrich, Rose K^ldow 
Af/ph^m^ Beecher Van Horn and &tiulyvKiib Th^r^ate, norenc^ Sliyafo Settle ai4 husband, Mrs. 
Stewart Biyan and MaudBrj^ OakUe Hurl^, Shenn Clement and Eva Watts Gipe and husband 
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'Had a quite a visit wttfi Hub and he likes it hoe fine, but misses all his old fiiends, ttie same as I 
do. 

'They have a contest in all the sdloolslwe in die $pri!lg of Idte flp^ Hie contests m mQl% the 
city schools and die best in the city is dien sent to contest ^or the best fiom all the California schools. 
So far Bob's sdiool is ahead The kite Bob diinks, is nine feet long.*" 

MaldDg Good in the Gty. 

Mrs. Jake Barb^ «^ ntie that shi^ m&im&xnaite tmo^i&^yi^ib^ repent m 

to intoview Senator W. S. Bridges of NavItBmpSJiire» laist weie^ 

Mrs. Barber was at Lincoln at the Founders' day meeting and Editor Hugh Brown, of Kearny, who 
is an iM:quaintm^ of M^. Barber, seemed to be tte mtt ite charge cif Use a^tr. Mis^ Bait« 
happened along ami he s^ to 1m to ^tqp in tiie tO(»n tii^ if ^ wls^ and hear dbeutt^:v»s^r i^^t 
the Sextat^^ gladfy Md^ ^e bdng the only persm ac^^cxFded the privilege besides flie 

rqKMlers ftomlhe tineelea^g newspapers of the st^. 

Tliere was atso anctfier part of Ae program diat might be woitii mattt^Miing. Time wias a Gemm 
band firom Pierce playing music, or getting ready to. Mrs. Barber was bewailing the &ct that she had 
to leave before the program, so the band played a piece of music especially for Mrs. Baiber, the 
leader tdling die midience v/by he wm playing it and asking Mrs. Bi^ier to stand for die occasion. 

Short Shavings. 

Irwin Steffms, living West of North Loup, second son of Will StefBns, so his fether says, can shoot 
crows in the air with a rifle v/inlc they fly along in front of the house. Now, that's some shootin\ I 'd 
say. 

George Satterfield says that the interest charged and collected on delinquent taxes pays for tibe 
snow shoveling, in the county. In other words, the interest is quite an item. 

Furthermore, he says that this year there was not a dollar spent in the county for snow shoveling, 
but usually that expense amounts to a good big sum. 

Vincent Heine, of Grand Island, field man ofllic Prudcnlial Ins. Co. over twenty counties, was told 
by one of his borrowers the other day, that he (the borrower) was getting ahead a little. This man said 
he was not getting any money, or any crops but he was paying a few bills and was no worse off at 
least. 

Mr. Heine replied that everyone is telling him ihat. Asked the why of it and he said he guessed the 
ones worst off are mostly cleaned up and that people are learning how to gci along, that is how to 
pinch. 

Vern Thomas of Ri\erdale. said the other night he caught three mice all at once in one small spring 
steel trap. They were small mice he says, and apparently all were nibbling at once at the bail, when 
pop it went. 

Clate Gilroy took me to see his twins rrida\ and a dandy pair of babies they are, loo. Otherwise 
than the girl is a little larger than the boy. I would ha\e trouble telling which was which. He has 
three line kiddies, all with nice big eyes Just like their dad. 

Stopping to see Mrs. Mable Anderson and Carl the other day. on business, she said that they are 
getting to like it in Ord now pretty well, but for a long time they were so lonesome for N. L., they 
just had to go down that wa\ to see the people and spend a day every two or three weeks. Speaks 
well for N. L. people and for Ord people, loo. 
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The Ord Quiz 

Amwmmm 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowra 

No Scoop Here 
Foot Washing Project 
Why Live 

No Scoop Here. 

1 was infonncd in no uncertain terms that I did not get a seoop when I mentioned the new proposed 
community building in this colmnn. Mrs. Uamer said she had the same news in her section a week 
before 1 did. 

How did I know she had it in her news? I over read it. By the time 1 have plowed, through my own 
junk T usually am ready to throw the paper across the room wondering why I was such a fool as to 
write what I did and consequently never get to the good part of the p^>a:. Sony, Mrs. Hamer. I'll 
never let that happen again. 

Anyway the tentative plans for the new community building are something as follows: 

The building under consideration is to be 64x128 in size and the planners are considering putting a 
second floor, and on that floor the Odd Fellows will hold court This is if the old town hall is to be 
wrecked along with the community building and the old hotel. 

There is to be a basketball floor 40x75 and a stage of 64x24 and a basement for the ladies to have 
their club meetings. 

There is to be a balcony around the basketball floor, and a seating capacity in the balcony of about 
1,000, and a general seating on the main floor of I^IQO more. 

The talk is there will be no main stairs but just ramps. There is to be a library in one comer. 

There is to be a meeting of the brass collars Saturday morning, just a few minutes after I drop this 
notice in the mail box. 

Foot Washing Project, 

For the new proposed Community Building, there has been voiced considmble objection to their 
making a basketball floor^^ forif they da^many fear the people will all have to mnove their shoes be- 
fore entering, and if it were a hot stuffy evening, that situation might not be so good. 

That is the rule held to at the N. L. high school; that is the shoe removing rule^ That might be a 
good ictea after all. It seens to me I wmsmSxir some stoiy in the ^bl@ how ever yone removed their 
shoes and washed their feet on certain occasions. I did not suppose fliey played baseball in Bible 
days, but the wsBhin^ of the feet mi^ be good for many of us and it migjit be a way to start a habit 
with some. 

Without doubt there is some such noble mafSve )mk of &e humffs of ^ faykschool tm^^&ett^ 
floor; that is some religious creed w tt^ piioidpal of get^cig S^Gb to wash then- feet oftoii^y but theie 
are such a tew p^l$ ever ^ter ll»^hi^ sdbtool gym, that a great lot of good is not accom- 
plished like it would be at ttie e^sDiQBi%:haIL 

Of course tene is m&Sm point to be considered. If the^ is a basketball floior and ihe shoe re - 
moving edbt is|^^$e4 aod^ten Ihe foot ivisUosg tdO^^ tet liquid elimmate use &om attending mM 
of #ie time. I wash feet on Friday si^ts, unless it m busy s^sm «(^hm I som^ues |Kit lAe 
m^ml offtmtil Satm^y. Oth^ folks may have some other nig^t for tiiis job and it would work out 
all fi^ for a general rule. 
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lamalitdelikelheaidsc^of AeN. lu^ school stud^itss^. They ex^nessedtti^^ 
tfa^ woidd lalher have a flo« made of bridge planks and then ttey would not have to save it for 
basketball alone that is they could be able to walk lig^t out on it, shc^ and alL 

Whylive. 

Rube McCune saw me the ottier day and ttianked ms for the kind things I saki about hhii aisd Ms 
nice teun he drove ^cougli the ^iieet one day. That was surely welcome unction to my ears after 
some of (he flings I get now and then fi»r oth^ filings said, that am never intend ed to eiu^ tibe 
agony some people resort to. 

Rube offered me a cigar but I refused and he suggested a ^ass of beer and then this reminded me 
of a $k»y a Jew tcdd me one® on the tram^ 

The stoiy was tlmt sic^ and fesoing he would not Uve^ went to^ doetcir. Ihe ^mim 

Mt Ms pudse and flnimped the pa^&cat a few phu^ and then looked over 1^ j^ass^ and adced if he 
evatsmdbed. 

The patient replied, "No, no, Inever smcdoB." Then ttie doj^iv shook his head and a^Aoed lhe patient 
if he ever drank liquor. Again flie reply was, ""No, no, I nevia* took a drink in my life.** The doctor 
was slightly bdfibloed by now and asked his patient if he ever took a fling with the wilder sort of 
won»L This shocked tibe patient somefliing terrible and he again answered, "No, no. I nevo^ do 
anything like that.** 

The doctor studied the sick fellow a few seconds longer and then asked him, "If you never resort to 
any of those things, why do you want to live?" 

Short Shavings. 

At the sale the other day Clarence Bresley told the story of a man in Loup City (I think it was in 
Loup City) who went into the bank this spring, and wanted to borrow ten dollars. 

The man was quite well to do, so the banker was glad lo make the loan. ''How long do you want it 
for?" he asked. 

"Oh not long," the borrower replied. "Just until ilic Irost goes out ol the ground." 

Dick said to mc the other day. '*Dad, do you suppose when Steve Grohosky's boy (of Scotia) was 
small he said to him. "Son Grow husky?" 

Art Hutchins, manager of the N. L. cheese Hictoiy said to mc the other da>, "All ol'our factory is 
mn by electric motors, and tliose motors get tlic cLirrcnt from the same wires that Ord did. and there 
nc\cr was an outage that has caused uny delay in our work. I can't understand why tliey were 
troubled so much at Ord and we \\ crcn'l here." 

Ira (IJ)utcii) Manchester is starting something in the room fomicrly used for a bakery. No one yet 
knows for sure w hat he is going lo start and he will not tell. Anyway he has cleaned up the walls and 
painted the ceilings and that looks like he meant business. Now this is a scoop and no foolin\ 
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April 13, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

Amwwmm 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoi^e Gowea 

Gone A\va\' a While 
Short Sha\ ings 
Cook's Column Yum 
More Short Shavings 

Gone Away a While. 

Probably there is not a man in this section of the state who is betto* known than was N. C. (Chris) 
Madsen, the village blacksmith of N. L., who died last week. 

For thirty-six years he kept shop at the same stand. His son Paul has learned the welding trade and 
for more than twenty years has worked with his father, the two making an ideal combination. 

Bom and having learned his trade in Demnaric, Mr, Madsen came to America in 1884. He worked 
in Omaha for ten years and for a cattle company at Ames for seven, then moving to North Loup. 
Although he had his peculiarities, everyone admitted he was an unusually good blacksmith. 

Stopping at Jhis shop during the busy ^risg season one would always have to his turn to get 
repairs done as there would sure be from one to a dozen waiting. Scanning the crowd you might see 
men from far north and east of Horace, from the Dannevirke and Cotesfield sections, from Fish 
Creek and east of Scotia, from far out Mira Valley and Davis Creek, from &iins north of North Loup 
that would be well into Ord territory. 

Although Chris might get impatient at times at someone who would tiy to hurry him when he had 
plow shares all OV!^ tbe shop to be sharpened, he made it a point to always attempt to keep the farm - 
ers' machinery moving, and were the order really a rush one, the farmer seldom had to wait long. If a 
customer said he would be back at a certain time for his work, Chris would be pretty sure to have the 
work done. 

He was loyal to his country and especialh to his town, and h^. was likewise loyal to his friends (of 
which 1 always considered myself one) and if he thought they were fair with him, he always returned 
the &vor. Many of us will miss Madsen (as &th€r insisted 1 call him, or Chris as noost people 
know him) as mudi as we would any nmx in the country. 

Short Shavings. 

The city of Ord can well be proud of the new Ubcicy building now nearii^ tiie Gonq)letion stage. 
Many towns much bigger tiian Ord do not luive i£st good. 

Bud Bed>ee #f N. L.» wodced smae thne ago at PowieU, Mont, and was acquaint^ wiffit Ibe Tjir^an 
man Ihete who was ^ot Bud was betto' aoqpiamted widi Ae ymms banker who shot the borsetk 
mountaineer and Bud and tins yom^ banker wmt filling <nioe ti^gettier. 

Eddie Davis has been a constant subscriber to the N. L* L^j^alist fifty-^^ yeisrs; has been a sub- 
scriber fbdce it was estai^li^^ in l$B7. He 'vAim it vm aMei btisan^iop^ of N. L., 
gusoanleed each a nundser of subscribers imd^ii^ was on Will Gown's list. Mr. Davis ako says he 
Smks tunes were gpod in the 90's compsmi wii£h now and he does no« fbidL peppte an^mcne 
xusBiii^ «it)aUiid ttte country loow lhan then. He sa^^ wm ttmy further but tfiey went so slowly 
in those days that he does not ttiKdEai^naitte tiinek inim liie toad. 

fhoiyd Wi^:zel was ov& ^!ymg to biQT a borse of me. He ofEif^ ^thbi teii di^^ of what I wns 
askil^^ He isi^lained it this vmy. "Just write one mompkce for the Quiz and you1l ha^e the money." 
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CkMkks Cotmns Yum. 

Merle Davis makes dow^nnts of a little extra qaaliQr and here is her recq)e as was given to her 
years ago by Flo Thomgate, who was one of tiie best cooks in the countiy: 
2 cups of sugar, sifted. 
4 eggs. 

1 cupofcreanL 

1 ciq> of sour tniUc. 
Qne-fourtih teaspoon salt 
Qne-fouith tsp. nutmeg, grated 
6capsflour^ 

2 tsp. balcsig powder. 

Fry in two pounds of laid to winch has be^ added a litfle salt mi cnie Uiblespoon vinegar. When 
fautd smc^ fry the doughnuts untU teown. RoU in sugar ^le ymm. Vim undoes about 4 4p&iL 

More Short Shavings. 

The road running north from Scotia to the graveyard has been graded lately and a lucky thing it 
was too. For some reason it had ridged in washboaid fashion imtil a person being carted to his happy 
hunting ground, were he not yet quite dead, surely would be by the time he mdied iSnc top, or were 
he for sure over the brink, might be brought back to suffer longer. 

Road experts and engineers have never been able to give a satisfactory explanation as to why roads 
wear into washboard fashion like this. Some say the road graders do it, but road men claim that 
cannot possibly be for the blades of the drags pull catawampus to the road and the ridges. 

One man said he believed the pull of the wheels of the ears arc not a steady pull, the power coming 
from the engines Hkc the exhaust puffs and consequently the little ridges are started and then wear 
deeper as more tra\ el is applied. 

Whatever the cause, when a road gets as bad as the one leading to the ccmeteiy on the hill, the per- 
son taking the tour surely is brought to wonder if he is really dead or ali\e. 

Vere Leonard called the rain last w^eck a million dollar one but 1 thought him a little high. I esti- 
mated it to be about a S500.00() rain and Frank Schudel was more coiiscrxatixe yet. He thought that 
S300.000 would be nearer right. The way the wind blew the follow ing day^ I ni not sure but Frank's 
figure should be bushed a little more. 

Delbert Hile, who stops to bu\ our eggs, knocked the other day and w hen the door opened he said, 
"How-de-do Mrs. Gowen." Tiicn he grabbed his hat quickly and stammered, "1 mean, ah, ah, Miss 
Gowen." 



April 19, 1939 

The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Blue Grass 
Language of Flowers 
WeWiUAUGo 
ShcMt Shavings 

Blae Grass. 

In Bitttz' store ttie other dsy Bddie Whelan was telling of his mpsxmocs in trymg to grow a laim. 
I told him fliat my wife read in a magazine how to grow a lawn and I followed the instructions and 
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had good luck last y^. Eddie turned to me aftd said, *1ook that piece up and send it to me, won't 
you?" 

My wife and 1 hunted through a year or more of the Pouhry Tribune where she thought she saw the 
article but we were unable to tlnd it. Never -the-less, she remembered most of what it said and liere it 
is. 

Blue grass may be planted successfully in the spring or fall. The ground should be fertilized with 
fine manure (not hay), spaded or plowed deep and then raked smooth and the seed should be sowed 
thick on the surface, barely covered and then sprinkled. A roller run over the soft dirt might help 
although not necessary. 

The secret of blue grass is to keep it wet. Keep the sprinkler going all the time except during 
rainstomis. As soon as the rain is over start the sprinkler again. Forget it now and then and let it run 
all night. In the east, called the blue grass country, it rains much more than here. Ed Hish, of Illinois, 
was telling me last fall he had bluegrass pasture three feet high. 

Another secret is not to mow the lawn loo short or too often and leave the clippings on the ground 
for mulch. Do not allow the chickens to pasture the lawn as they will kill it. Also the lawn can be 
easily killed by too often tramping on it. 

A thick stand of blue grass will choke out the dandelions. On the river where the blue grass is not 
pastured too heavy there are no dandelions. 

I had a few patches of bluegrass near the trees where I poured water and near the hydrant. I bought 
a sack of seed and proceeded to spade up the lawn, spading all the killed out patches, and leaving the 
good. Each day 1 turned over another patch, raked it and seeded it before 1 left, and then set the 
sprinkler going. By fall I had a good lawn. I found it a good idea to leave the spade and rake handy 
for occasionally my wife would turn over a square rod or two and had not the tools been convenient I 
fear she never would have gone after them. 

Language of Flow ers. 

At the S. D. B. church social Mrs. RoUa Babcock gave us the following verse and we were to fill in 
the blanks w ith names of flowers. 

called on 

She blushed a rosy 

And when he to be his 

Sat down to sigh or think. 

But when he asked her ^dear 

He said it would disgrace him 

And 'less he left by 

The surely chase him. 

The answers will be found at the end. 

We Will All Go. 

The fire at Will Schudel's gave some of the wiseacres many things to think about. Here in America 
at the slightest prospect of destruction, the whole countryside lums out to help save the property. In 
China and Spain, and perhaps ui other countries soon, the big thought is destruction, and all soi-ts of 
money spent and effort put forth to blow up and bum up all structures. Ord merchants may expect a 
call some of these times to help put out a farm fire. 

Short Shavings. 

Helen Madsen was around collecting some of her father's accounts and she said one man told her 
he had become so hard up that he had not had a plow lay sharpened for five years. Helen said there 
was something about the dry weather, she guessed, that plow lays do not need sharpening so often. 

I told her she was wrong, hi place of getting the lays sharpened the farmers just buy more black- 
snakes. 

At SchudeVs fire Claud Thomas said that th^e was the first time he ever saw a Methodist preach^ 
dancing. 
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It liappened titere wese tats mdesr tte fiidd^ fliat was afire and tiiey weie being smoked out. One of 
these rats, in deq>erati(ni started to climb up Rev. Birmingjiam's pants leg. Claud smkt the Ji^es^er 
was really dAQcing for a nnnote. 

My daughter leiu:ned in bo- doaooestic soi^ooe class fliat the m^y to vmsh glass fiuit jars is to etem 
them, thra rinse tiianln opld wator ai^ stand dian ii|K5ide 4Eim That way they will dry clear. 

Also my ixdfe learned Bma n ftieaoid ttat tte way to clean the sink is to use die scratcher in place of 
a rag. 

Laura Jem Nelson, of S^tia, a senior, won supaiw t»&g in the dramatic cdaiteSt in her school, 
then the same honors in the subdistei^ contest held in Scotia, then the same honors again at the dis- 
trict contest at Gothenburg, and Scorn there went to the state meet at C olumbus and won again super- 
ior rating there, being one of ttie two Winners. Her riding was entitled "Mary Stewart" 

From this contest sihe should go to the Tri -State contest at Chicago, and should she win there would 
be ^titled to go to a similar meet at Hollywood. But the sad part of it is, as yet, she has n ot decided 
to go. Even at that, she is outstanding in this art, and has won honors not coming to every child. 

The Farm Journal and The Famms Wife magazines are soon to be co mbined. 

Answo^: 1, Sweet William; 2, Margarette: 3, Pink; 4, Aster; 5, Poppy; 6, Four o'clock; 7, dog- 
wood. 

April 26, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

WriCtai by CkNHge Goweii 

The Shelter Belt 
Character Training 
The Finis 

The Shelter Belt. 

Repeating my wife's report of the Inter -County Federation of Women's clubs that met at Arcadia 
last week, the most outstanding part of the program, she thought, was a talk ffvea by a rqiresentative 
of the shelter belt office in Loup City. 

As she und^stood it, they plan to plant 5,0(X) miles (of toms) of trees this spring and they now 
have them nearly half planted. They are also taking a few school house grounds to plant trees in. 

The plats to be planted, as she lunlerstood, are taken in not leas than half mile Imgths and almost 
seven rods wide. There are t^ rows of trees in each strip and the rows are ten feet apart. The idea of 
planting these trees is for protection against winds and with a shorter strip than one half mile, the 
wind would whip around the emls until the value of the shelter would not be worth the cost. These 
strq>s of trees are planted on the west and north sides of farms because the prevailing winds are fiom, 
those directicms. 

The first row of trees, starting at the north side, is a row of brush to break the wind low down. 
Phmis, chokecherries and Russian olives are used h^. The latter is planted more in low places for 
this tree does not do so well in higher land. 

The second row is a conifer and usually a cedar. A few jack pines ^ukI spiice are used, cedass 
mostly. The next few rows are the intermediate rows and here are planted trees that do not grow too 
high, sudi as tibeChin^ elm, s&b^ honey locust, Aiueriani elil^ ete. 

The next lows aie the dominmt tices» the higjher <mes like the cottonwoods. In front of Aese again 
are planted more intennediate trees. 
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The fanner must furnish the land and plow il. He must lurnish tlie material for tfie fence and agree 
to keep the livestock away from the trees. He must agree to culm ate the trees. With WPA labor the 
shclterbeli people furnish the trees and plant them. They also reset the trees thai die, and build the 
fence, it has been estimated that the plan is about a fi fix -fifty proposition. 

The trees belonii to the land owner and he ma\' e\entuallv cut them for fuel or timber or fencing. 
The fanner max use them as he would his own woodlot with the exception that he cannot sell them, 
thai is he camiot pull them up tlie next day and sell them for nursery slock. 

Character Training. 

Another interesting pan of the program was given under the direction of Mrs. Butts of Burwell 
when she explained the courtesy and good sportsmanship campaign that is being conducted in that 
city. The dramatization was of a meeting of the judges. 

The obser\ ation for winners is carried on for two weeks. Five judges are selected from \arious 
organizations of town and each judge presents two names, one for each division, who they consider 
outstanding. After each judge has presented his candidate, a discussion follows and they make the 
choice. 

Then a short note of aw ard is sent to the one selected informing him or her of the dec ision and a 
dollar bill is enclosed with the note. A minimum amount of publicity is given for no one likes to be 
picked out and held up too high as a winner in this position, but still a person might like a notice in a 
small way. of the good things he does. 

A few of the winners of the past might be interesting. One man's wife was in the hospital, sick unto 
death. All day folks about town were asking the harried man about his wife, but ever\' one, the last 
and the first, the most important and the most ragged urchin, were given the same polite answer. This 
man won in that week for courtesy. 

Another instance where an award was split was where two boys were competing lor the same first 
honor in a dramatic contest and both boys helped and criticized each other in the traimng that the 
other might come nearer winning. 

Another lad won a sportsmanship dollar because at a game of maibles he gave his place to a little 
fellow who could not squeeze into the ring by himself. 

A dollar was found b\ a small girl on the sidewalk. She went into the house close by and asked the 
lady if she had lost it. The lady had not so the little girl inquired further and finally after asking a 
number of people, she found a wonian had sent her little boy with the dollar for groceries and he lost 
it. By reluming the dollar the girl won the prize of a dollar for sportsmanship. 

Another boy earned a dime and wanted to go to the show but would not because the one dime 
would not take him and his buddy too. That act of politeness won him a dollar. One clerk in a store 
won a dollar on general principles, because of her courtesy. 

Frequently. Mrs. Butts said, it is difficult to tell whether the act mentioned would Mi in the cour- 
tesy or the politeness class. 

It might be interesting to know that Mrs. G. A. Butts is the slate chaimian of the Department of 
Education of the Nebraska Federation of Women's clubs. She is a splendid speaker and a writer of 
no small ability. 

The Finis. 

Besides these two talks, Mrs. Zangger was president presiding in creditable manner. There were 
bits of drama and plays, and the North Loup women's chorus sang a couple of times, everyone 
admitting this music was fine and that their leader, Mrs. Kenneth Kauer, is one of the most talented 
women in this section of the state. Mrs. J. A. Barber won most of the prizes in the literary contest, 
and that would make that lady happy for writing has long been a hobby of hers. 
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May 3, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoige Gowen 

Lest We Forget 

One Crop, No Over-production 

Lest We Forget. 

And let us not forget to write our representative in Washington to do everything in his power to 
keep us out of War. Lest we forget, lest we become excited o\ cr propaganda that must precede evciy 
war in this country, we might turn back the leaf and remind ourselves of the futihty of all this war 

business. 

In the past, there has been no uood reason for most of the wars, in the great majority of cases, wars 
were instigated and brought about by one or a few men who wanted to make themselves "'more" 
immortal. Many tinnk that was the reason Wilson urged us into the last conflict. Surely the sinking of 
the few ships by the Germans was not cause enough for the sacrifice. 

No one knows yet the why of the last World war, only that one man, the Kaiser, wanted to do 
something. He did and he got whipped. We all know why Napoleon, Alexander, The Emperor of 
Japan, Hitler, Mussolini and others want war. To glorify themselves of course. There is no other 
principle to it. 

There are a few other reasons, and that is of business. It was proven beyond doubt that munition 
manufacturers made immense fortunes during war times, and it was proven that some of these men 
sold to both armies, furnishing both with ammumti<»i to kill each .other off- Not only munition 
works, but hundreds of other industries, wax rich from gov^mnent money to conduct a war. This is 
one more reason for the propaganda for war that seems to some, is started right today in Qi»r land. 

But who does the fighting, who gets kiUedy^inauned, blinded, gassed, crippled? It is thepoiQ^ devil 
who holds no grudge against the foreigner except in that he is schooled to it by propaganda. 
Thinking of ttie Germans and the terrible things said of them during the last war, OTe seems silly to 
think that he cvm believedin that. I see and talk wilh Rudolf and WiU Plate, with Frank Lethanthal, 
with Otto Bartz, men who were bom in Gemiany, or their folks wetc, and it haunts one to think of 
going out with the sole fftirpose to ^oot down such fine men. 

But the killing of another is not all of it. The destmction of property that has taken sweat and 
tax money of centuries to build up is too ridiculous for somber thought and let us be r^ninded of the 
terrible time w e had getting funds to build our small irrigati(m canals^ but this whole system might be 
des^yed in a day's tiine cbirir^ ^mr» and the amount of money spent on it would be only a pittance 
when compared to the cost of war. 

After it is all ovea* and we have won, we discover we have a^utflly lost Statisticians ime figured 
that there never was a "wbiem tbe ptofits paid for &e cost Es^xais that never can Japan get 
enough spoils from China to pay the costs of i^ vm th^y are omdiu^g. 

More ibm all tiiis iheie are always deinessions foQ^mog wars that usually wipe out all the proJSts 
the snudl man may make dmiiig a Tbmi m& %ondlsi tQ pm^iiHas^ to and tjbe gmeral 
mopping up and stmii^CTing out of the debris that makes the cost of an irrigation project like ours 
look lik^ pin moms^i eqaoopu^tivdy.^ 

Smm few natiom hem Im^ m mm emj0i ti> stay m& of ivar f<»r long pimods. The 
Scandinavian countries are three of these. Tme, they are not on the higjiwa^^ like France but still 
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they might be worth taking. But more than that, they have striven for many years to keep out of 
fights in place of getting in, knowing well that a few insults might be better than many more during 

Yes, lets write our congressman today. 
To let the war go on its way. 

One C rop. No Ovcr-prodnction, 

There is one crop that may be grown in this valley under irrigation that there is no over production 
of and that is beets, hi the continental United Stales we produce less than one-third of the sugar 
consumed. And still, in this new iirigation districts, our governmenl and president are holding up the 
quota, to Hmit production here, that more sugar can be produced in Cuba, Hquadorc, Brazil and other 
countries. 

Under irrigation, sugar beets are a line crop. It is a cash crop: it gives employment to many people; 
hail does not damage the plants beyond reco\er\-; the beet tops are a valuable feed. Every encou rage- 
meni should be given to bigger production of this plant up to and until the consumption and demand 
of our ow n people are satisfied. 

In a measure we are responsible for the welfare of the Cubans. In a measure we are responsible for 
the welfare of the Africans, the Eskimos, the Chinese; but until the world gets a different slant on life 
than it has now, we will ha\ e to act and get along w ith the old theory of existence; that is, lo look out 
for ourselves first, for no one else w ill do it if w e don't. 

However. looking at it from a little different angle, I knew a man who lived in Porto Rico for a few 
years. He told me the people there were desperately poor, working only pan of the year in the sugar 
cane plantations for a few cents a day. He said it was almost a hopeless situation lor those people for 
the plantations were all owned by rich industrialists of U. S. and Wall Street, and the main object of 
these owners w as profits and di\ idends and not the welfare of the common people of those countries. 

So by limiting the production o\' beets in this country, we are only helping tliose wealthy men of 
Wall Street and not the poor people of C uba. 

In this valley there would be many more acres planted to beets if there could be contracts procured. 
Also in the middle Loup, Wyoming, Colorado. New Mexico. Arizona and other places, there are 
farmers v\ ho \^ ould like to grow this crop. But in place of an increased acreage this year there has 
been a scaling down. 

When we write to our congressman, as Hank suggests, to keep us out of war. let us mention also 
this fact, that he should vote to override the President's objection, as Norris suggests too. and pass 
the EUander bill which would permit the sugar beet growers to increase the acreage by 200 thousand 
acres. 
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May 10, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO TBONK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

A New Order 
May Time 
Cook's C olumn Yum 
Short Shavings 

A New Order. 

T here are now no less than four trucks tra\ elline our road picking up and buying cream, milk and 
poultr\ . One carries mash, gril and other pouhr\ foods for sale. One will deliver your groceries as an 
added accommodation. It is a new order of things that w e are coming to. it looks like. 

The merchants of Scotia and perhaps other tow ns too. are not happy about t he situation that has 
been forced on the country. It is a well known tact that the creameries ha\e beibre been a main 
drawing card for merchants, to bring people to town, that is, to deliver their produce and while there, 
to bu\ their provisions. Now it turns out that the checks are dehvered at the door and it has been 
i\umd these checks are cashed in many other places than where the checks originated. The cheese 
factory at N. L. has run tiucks for years and has discovered that their factory, outside the local help 
employed, did not materially help the trade of the other merchants of the city. 

Three of these routes coming up my road, are operated by co-operatives, that is, so-called co-ops. 
These routes overlap into each other's territory. e\ cn the Ord route infringing on the Scotia route or 
vice versa and the operators are using all the fme Queen's English possible to win a customer. In the 
egg business, two of them guarantee thirteen cents a dozen and give the seller the bene fit of the grade 
if the eggs go over. One even pays the 13c when they take the ^gs at the door, the other returning 
the check the next trip. 

There has been complaint of the fact that it is fooUsh for the co-ops to fight each other (his w^ay. 
The co-ops were established for the benefit of the farmers, to divide the profits and hold in line the 
big creameries, whom it was thought at one time, profited too much. It is alleged that this scheme of 
CO'OI^ fighting each other is just what the ooipanrte a:6STOenes are wanting, and when, after the 
co-ops have fought and broke each other, the corporate creameries will have the field again. 

Another point was brought out at the Ladies club in Rivejrdale last week. These women agreed that 
in the end and eventually, the farmer or producer always paid the bill, and he would for this 
trucking service toa They thought wc w ere getting alcmg f light before, taking our produce to tO'vm 
and we have to go to town anyway. This will just be one more cost to deduct fix>m the ISc cream and 
13c eggs. 

We wonder what is coining iiesct. We wonder when the banks will start truck$ to do their business; 
when the grocers will start a farm deliveiy service; when the churches will start routes to peddle their 
wares, administering them first hand. 

Mi^Thne; 

Little Beverly Brown, daughter of Gene Brown did not vmA to go to bed Monday ni^t for she 
hoped someone would hang her a May basik^ Her motfa^ ti^ to persniade ber that it was iiiQist 
unlikely anyone would go tfagt £ir off tfie road, bade in ^ Mils to hang fliem a May bask^ but die 
child would not retire, wanting so badly for somecme to hang her erne. 
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Her fond hope was fulfilled however, for soon some cars drove into the yard and the baskets were 
hung. The Social Committee of the local Ladies club had arranged for their social that month to have 

a May basket banging, stopping at every house in the community, taking everyone along, finally 
ending at Vem Thomas' for a short party and lunch. It was a profound secret from everyone except 
the committee, Vernon Thomas' and Alfred Christensen's. 

Cook's Column Yum. 

This is a recipe of a sour cream spice cake that my wife has had and made for years, the ccmclusion 
being drawn that it must be O. K. or she would have discontinued it. 

3 eggs, 1 1/2 c. sour cream, 1 c. sugar, 1 isp. soda, 1 tsp. cinnamon, 1/2 tsp. allspice. 2 cups of 
nt)ur- 1 cup raisins. 1 tsp. baking powder, 1 tsp. cloves. Sift all diy ingredients together and bake 
about forty minutes m a moderate oven. 

Short Shavings. 

Ed Lcc says with his small engine which runs the electric light phmt. a gallon of tractor fuel w ill 
operate that engine an hour longer than gasoline and a gallon of kerosene will operate it an hoiir 
longer than the tractor fuel. 

Eddie Davis has, in the last few years, nearly lost his eye sight and although this is tragic in many 
ways, still it is a blessing in another. He is not able to see the new style women's hats. 

In the May number of the Good Housekeeping on page 127. there is a picture very like that of Eva 
Mulligan. Also on page 15 of the May 6 Nebraska Famicr is a picture the likeness of Ed Christensen 
with an oil station cap on. Better hold the paper a little edge ways for the best results. Good for Ed. it 
is not all of us who can get our picture in a stale paper. 

May 17, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW TfflNGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

For theGmto^ 
Short Shavings 

For flie G«riteB»« 

Mrs« BmuiOD told Mrs. Joe Fisher and she told Mrs^ Gowen, that m as nmdi as the Ii»vm- 
ly Blue Ihfoming gkxiy ^eds are so stow hi comfaig out of tbe froimd* ^ (Mrs. Branmn) si^fy 
takes a file and cu^ the shell of the seed until, she can see the white, and then whCT she plants the 
seeds they c<nne up pronto. 

Last ML Mrs* Fklier had simie lettuce seed left tiutt she had not pUoited, so she sowed it 9ibmA her 
gardotL Early this ^ning this lettuce came iq> and tiiere has been ^ougli to suppfy ber table ever 
since. 

Mis^ W^Aer received fiom a seed house whm she srat an ordsc, a gifi pocka^ of pi^unia seed 
called Blue B@e$. Mrs. Fisho- tbmks Ihey oqust be soniedtiqg espeendly niee and veey di&SKnt than 
an/ olfa^petunia for she has been unable to find diis kind of seed adv^tised in die catakifj^ of die 
house dial salt hor ttep»^ or any odier catalogue. 

One of die mo^ beaudfhl plants ^t Mrs. Fisher has now is a Mis souri Bhid>dl belonguog to Mrs. 
Alfied CrandalL It blooms m ch^ters die bu&, a delicate pink^ but after they open a bbie, m die 
cluster or cc»nbination is blue and pink. Mrs. Fisher gadiaed i^om vubBlt Mm. C^aodall said, dbese 
grow wild in Missouri. 
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Mrs. Ctandall was so dboice of tiiis plant that she never would ^^de it for fear of kfll&ig it, taut m 
transfplanting it outdoors diis sping, Mrs. Fisha accidoitally did break off a duiiip;^ She transplanted 
this and it is growing niGdy, so she hopes to have a plant for herself when she has to liefitm &e main 
one la Mrs. CmuMl. 

Joe Veleba does not plant his gladiolas until the fifest of lime, ii«mttaiiis AM the lat^ fdants aie 
out in the GCKder weather, grow better blossoms. Joe has grown gbufiolas and bulbs during all the dry 
yeais w^out irrigatioru 

Mrs. E. E. Davis has a Chinese ete tree that ^!odiices seeds afid abrntt the yaid had dozens of 
small see^igs coxning up. 

Mrs. Mills IfiU T&9A^0t mth peonies, if Doe would pick off all the buds except one On each stem, 
the oiie woidd bea miKA tdeet flow^iw^beii it ^d bloom dira fttl woidd be. 1^ just tried it wi& cme 
bush, and JMt fliat c!^ she picked off 83 buds and still she luid ovor 30 left. 

The editor-ai^^^^ajef of dus column would appreciate it to know any other similar garden or flowCT 
experience to fill a paragraph like this occasionally. He cannot coi^dve of bow a garden column 
could hittt anyone's feelings, and more dtim diat, like ffiidk said of thae being Mi fisdMnni in the 
penitentiary, neither are there apt to be any flower gardeners. 

Short Shavings. 

Sheriff Murphy of Greeley showed me a circular that he received advertising a bullet-proof vest to 
be worn by officials in quest of bad gunmen, but not by the gunmen. 

It is a light weight and made of a color similar to police uniforms. It covers the entire body (not the 
arms or legs) and the groin. The advertisements said it was used in many of the leading cities now 
and it also showed demonstration pictures of a man \\ ah a \ csi on allowing another man standing 20 
feet off to blaze away at him with a 44 pistol. The pictures looked interesting, but Sheriff Muiphy 
and I decided we rather be the man shooting than the one shot at, in spite of the vest. 

An Muichins. secretary of the cheese factory, says that the farmers arise now days about [wo hours 
later than tl\e years ago. He hardly knows how to account for it, unless it is the use of tractors, which 
are less work to set readv for the field than a strinu of horses. 

The reason he says, this is. that the milk haulers cannot get their milk to the factory until two hours 
later than formerly. It is not a point of how early the\ start or the length of the trip. If they lea\ e too 
early, the milking will not be done and the hauler will have to wait. Art sights dilTerenl fanners 
horsemen and tractomien. the former having their milking done early and the latter always being 
later, and still Art can't quite tell for sure if this is tlie actual cause or not. He is just sure that the milk 
is about two hours later in getting to the factory. 

C. A. C ampbell. Building and Loan examiner, who has been in Ord and N. L. the last week, told of 
Stopping in a small town on the Lincoln Highway not long ago and finding everyone there on relief. 
He stopi*)ed at a store for a drink and fell to talking with the owner, who told Mr. Campbell this start - 
ling new s. 

"You don't mean to tell me you are on relief too." Mr. Campbell said. 

"Yes/' the man said. "I am on relief too. There are eighty-eight families in this community and 
sixty-four are on relief The most of the money 1 get is relief money and we few who are not getting 
direct relief, would ha\e to close up and move away if it were not for getting it indirectly, so 
consequently I am on relief too." 

That short-short story. Traffic Law s, printed in tw o different issues of the Quiz, must have been a 
good one or they v\ ould not have repeated it. It is a sure thing it w as better than one I sent off a few 
year^ ago that I thought w^as pretty hot. but the editors w ouldn't even print it the first lime. 

And saying these good things o\er and o\er is all right in other ways too. At a recent commence- 
ment exercise in a nearby town, the speech gi\en by the \ aledictorian was identically the same as 
was gi\en b\ the valedictorian fi\e or more years ago. This speech was furnished by the 
supcnntendent who sent off to the mail order bouse for it, or at least, it was al leged that he did. 
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Horace Davis, in giving the commencement address at N. L. last week, it is reported, did very well, 
interspersing through his advice to the graduates, bits of humor, and in the end everyone proclaimed 
it to be a fine talk. 

He said to the class, among other things. "Never brag. I never saw a person yet who bragged a lot 
but what would lie a little. I never in my life got into any trouble but what 1 could lay it to bragging." 

Si Johensen of Scotia is a brother-in-law to Prof W. H. Norton, who gave the commencement ad- 
dress at Scotia last week. Si is a bit of a philosopher and thinker, and w hen the professor arose to 
make his speech, he said, "There is one special reason why I am delighted to make this talk tonight. I 
have a broiher-in-law in the audience and this is one time 1 expect to even up by doing my share of 
the talking." 

His talk was of a more serious nature, and one of the things he said was thai the rural school pop- 
ulation had dropped off in the last twenty years, nearly forty per cent. One person reierred to this as 
crop control, that is, the one crop thai has always been said of as never failing, is now for sure 
faihng. 

May 24, 1939 

The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Poultry Column 
Good Samaritan 
Short Shavings 

Poultry Osfaumi. 

Adolph Hellwege is mc of the best mm in tf^ miMm of tibe country, keeping a big flock 

of hens and makiE^ ttem pay and he told jme tiiat he beds his chicks widi dirt He goes to a field and 
gets clean dht^ &aA is, dirt no chickens have run over or ^vhese there has been no manure 
spread, and he uses it in place of straw or peat moss. He and his wife say the dudcois do fine for 
them cm it 

John Gugg^n^ vtHm lived norft of Hdhi^^ and keeps a gn^it fiodc of ehidGi^ and bought a 
s&mH ^tsGn wttb iSbt p&o&» fi^m them, mainteiiis tbst dfat is ^ b^ floor for the chicken coc^ 
tbc oldo* hem. Th^ nK>ved some of the ooops from Ta^^ erected one of them on an old 
cement floor. Part of the ji^ ooop was on the fldc^ md p0£t ^ k wa$ (Hi ditt. The chickens woidd 
shy off the cemeni^ until John took the slet^e hammer and knocked out the floor, lettii^ tbe 
ddcken's feet tm^ mmOxx ew&L 

A Mr. Niles, poiduyman for the Ijmp City Hatchery and poidtty plant there, urged that I build a 
baled straw hen coop. Last year and a few years before that he was some sort of a poultty ag^ in 
norttiem Minnesota and he said many men ttmo btnld co^ of baled straw and put heatets m 
ttiem, these coops being vdy succesdRil Ibr about two years. In other wends diey lasted until the lice 
got bad, winch were almost impossible to clean out of a stta^ coop. 

Ife smd &me was a little drngB^ of fitie, but mm he knew of butne4 exe^ whete the ownor 
wanted to get rid of diem. In that case he took out the windows and docHS and bimied thrai down. 

The instriictirasdiat^fie with ^ baby chictelii^ boi^ttfds^ffing was to feed fliema dose of 
epsom satts, a spoofiftd to a quart of water on ^ sb^ day, the^ if»peared to need tb& potion 

or not Be sure die dbick^ ffi a good drink is all diat is nece ssary. 
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Tliere is a big difi^sr^i^ in tbe ducks and a few c^ts at the hatchery will be easily aiade up lat^, 
between good grade chickois and a poor^ grade. 

One man who didnt want his wme menticmed sent off and purchased some ba^g^n chicks last 
year. Th^ were a little younger than his odier chicks (they were aQ L^^ioCDs} so iSm entire bancih 
was kept in a s^>arate coop. These hens never did grow teige add the^gs from tiiis coop vmt all 
small eggs, mostly grading seconds* Ifis bargain was n&i so hot in die end. 

On the c^er h^d, tfie egg buyer told me that the eggs ttiat Fied CSuistens^ of 4^i?^a, sent in 
from his Leghorns graded mofe spedals and first that i&eir pisrtdmses friim AoqIsb of bigger breeds 
and Fred has about a thousand White Le^om hens abotit his place. 

This is a litUe news let out last week, not for publkatian e^hor, ai^ it all can be veacffied fertmdi- 
fiilness if one is interested. Here it is: A small town in ttia seeliao of the state, served by one of our 
raOtij^kb, fevmd tfiat they did not have moniey imougb on hand to open their school in September. 

After much juggling of grey matter by the school board a representative w«it to ttie imlroad oiB* 
cials, telling tliem the plight of the school and a^ed if flie railroad could not pay some taxes in ad- 
van^ to help the anise along. 

This railroad fulfilled ttJs request to the tune of something like $35,000 (I am not sinie of Ihe 
amount) and the school was opened on time. 

Short Shavings. 

E. J. Babcock, jr., engineer for the federal government and whose office is in the state house says 
that the nicest lawn he ever saw is around the state capitol building. He said that from the first of July 
to the middle of August they plan not lu mow it at all and when they do mow it they never mow it 
close. 

I asked him about the water and he said they water it all the time. We must remember too that Lin- 
coln is in a section where it rains more than it does here. 

Jacob Jensen, living south of Horace has Rainbow hogs. I can not remember just the order he has 
bred his hogs but the first year he had purebred Hanip sows and he crossed them with a boar of a dif- 
ferent breed. He keeps the gilts each year and each year gets a boar of a different breed than he has 
had before, until the result is what his wife calls Rainbow hogs. Yoc was a little proud of these hogs 
for he says they ha\ e constantly got better quality hogs and he says he intends to keep on with his 
crossbreeding scheme until they run out if they ever do. 

And for the fellow who likes good horses, a person should stop and look around Yoc's place a few 
minutes. I ha\ e heard it said by many men. and 1 agree, that there is not a place in the eountr\ with 
so many good horses as there. At the last count he has eight little colts, ever\one a popper from the 
Sire stallion, which has been pronounced to be the best horse in the state. Just whether he is the best 
or not is. of course, a matter of choice, but without question he is plenty good. 

In my daughter's English examination, she was given the following sentence to place the right 
verb. 'Three fourths of the cake (was were) eaten. Which should you use." Was goes with a singular 
subject and three fourths of a cake would surely not be plural. That was the way she reasoned, 
scratching out tlie word were, and she was marked wrong. 
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May 31,1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Like the Ocean 
Few Screwy Things 
Short Shavings 
Not Very Far Away 

Like the Ocean. 

As noble as the intentions aie of those in charge of feeding poison to the g^&ssboppejcs and thus 
eliminating the pest from our midst, many of us feel there will have to be some otbst method 
enacted befoie mudi headway can be accomplished with this task. 

Taking ms^mm ease £»* exanoikie. 1 have over 300 acies^pasture and at one thae last year this en- 
tire pasture was ali\ c wifli grasshoppers. North and east of my place tfiere are more thousands of 
acres of pasture and th^ are mcHce^usi^s of acres of w aste land in every direetioa. Should T even 
attenqxt to poison the grasshoppers m my place it would be like trying to sweep the ocean back. I 
might spend my whole time at this one task, and then getisawherc. 

For people wth small tracts, such as beets and gardens, spread -poison may do some good. There is 
much difference M opinion on that pofi^ howevei, but probably where the poison has been 
ineffective, it was more than likely was not spread properly. 

Otoe might say of this paragraph, that the aitfhor finds fault with the methods now used but off^ 
no solution. Perhaps that is true, but it is more true that poisoning does not do thetrick. Some people 
think that birds and especially the pbeaisast should be mcne mniierous. It is a known filct thai abQut 
fermyards wh^ there are hens, tiicfe are not many grasshoppers. Birds and pheasants are natural 
enemies of the g^B^appGr. They work for us all tfie time ami board themselves. Mmy men posted 
their places last year i^ainst hunta:s for Oxt sole reas^ that Ifa^ rather have the pheasant than ttie 
grasshopper. 

AxA tb^ we Bm. One branch of ttie government spaads mmey to diminate the gn»sbe^per pest; 
anottiOT bnuidh opm& the season and allows men finom all ova* the state to come in and bang off Hxe 
one natural enemy of the pest 

A Few Screwy Things. 

Andj^ jmt biinjp up tfie subject of xmt gfmammmt^ mder the present ic^gime, and ati^ois^ we 
will admit we have die b^ ^titn in die i^Id and die best people and the best land, stiU, along a 
few minor Hni^ are diings diat terribly screwy. 

One branch of &e government spoids money to kill grassfaoppets, anodier kills the natural wsmf 
of the grassboppor. 

One branch of the gov^imaient (Ihc labor branch) advocates shorter hours and more pay^ thereby 
^ving more men wodt, iR^le the Post Office department consolidates dieir mail routes, guying one 
man a n«»e txmntifid job, leaving another to go on relief 

One brandi of die govermnait provides funds to Indld inigai^mphads, to enable more mm to raise 
more beets and anodier branch limits the growth of these same beets, that men in foreign countries 
may prosper. 

Cbe hmndk of d^ gtiverament woni^ mer the plight ottis^mnex, and mQAmsr temdi Cdie navy) 
buys beef of a foreign country, thereby depressing die beef market of the &nners at home, and it 
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W0 all ks&W ttiat old yard, mid then Art was mi^nded of a inw^ knew i^bo in his younger days 
was &r from being ttte Heavenly speaking mm fluit hen^i^ haye been. At middle agebe wfi con- 
verted and took up the ministry as a profession. 

Jt hjqqpened that ttis man and his son John were confionfed witti tfie taedc one day of sitting up a 
They had a peck of trouble, the stove pipe not fi ttkg as it generally doc^ not do and it 
tumbling about on the floor, leaving nice little daubs of soot hither an d yon. After a protracted effort, 
md ttds newly (vdaiwd tmnist^ and his son had just about conq)leted the task, some little thing 
broke loose again and down came the stove pipe, throwing soot all over the two men. 

*T>ammit" the son John said, having gone about fhe lutiit of hi^ ^durance. 

His father stopped, placed his hands on his hips and looked at the boy. After a minute he said, 
**Thank you, my lad, thank you." 

Between the telephone companies of the two towns of N. L. and Ord there still seems to be a state 
of war. I cast no opinion whatever as to which company is the most to blame, or which is at fault in 
any way, but I do say that it is and the public will suffer most in the end. 

This seems to be the ruckus now. The printer of the N. L. directory went to Ord the other day to get 
a list of the Ord iclcphtine numbers and the company in Ord would not give them and said their book 
and numbers were copyrighted and the N. L. printer had no right to print them. Just why those 
numbers would not be given I did not fmd out but 1 was informed that in return the N. L. exciiaiige 
will not give the Ord people their numbers. 

This probably w ill not worrv' the Ord (or Central) telephone company materially, for they did not 
print the N. L. numbers last year. 

It is thought and alleged by some people that the upsiiot and the origin of this nice little squabble is 
the fact that the Ord telephone company wants to charge toll between tlie towns and the N. L. com- 
pany, by some arrangement or another, is able to keep them from it. 

I. speaking the statements of a number of people of both Ord and N. L., sincerely hope both sets of 
numbers will be primed in both books and peace again will reign. 



June 14, 1939 

ItteQrdQoi^ 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Malp^ Si^gestion 
Fire ^ Brimstone 
ANew Service 
Short Shavings 

Tbe Bfi^rmrMidGes « Iteggestioii. 

iiilayor Kl Cununins suggested, in iii^;aef to tihe ruckus betwe^ l^t^hs/ttom of Drd 

and North L^q^ and in re^id to the new directories that are about to be made, diat if Ae ad^^sers 
in the two towns would jttst lraeGJE ixp and r^Qse to ach^or^ mm tmsy*s wchA unless bodi list of 
numb^ are included in bo& books, it ni^l^ ^ pc^sible for tli^ s^piabble to cease. 

Tor tibe public and especi^fy tihe business men, to bame these nirobeis missii^ frcnaiti^ directories, 
is a gross incmveoiM^. It is as much an inconvte&ience fbr tiie O&i minibecs to be Idl oitf of ttie N. 
L. duectories as with die N. L, numbers out of the Ord directory. It uecessitates die asking for infor- 
matioii every time a call is made between the1i»^ towns, hi as xmuk as die N. L. people do so much 
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business in Ord, the town of North Loup is more like a suburb and one person si^ested peihaps an 
annexation might settle this and other difficulties. 

Dr. McGinnis and the Mayor were discussing the telephone directory situation, interspersed with 
city affairs, when I happened along. Dr. McGinnis feared thai am adv^ertising boycott as the Mayor 
suggested would be too late as he had in mind that the advertising space had already been sold for 
this year, but he thought the idea a good one to remember for another tune and the proposition 
should be passed around so the ad\ ertiscrs would be prepared. 

We arc all hoping they will bury the hatchet and no such thing will be necessary. 

Fire and Brimstone. 

My 10 year old son came to me the other day and asked me what the de\ il is. He had heard me and 
others speak of the devil, like "going to the devil," or "the devil in him" and my last remark was that 
a certain woman was a ''she-devil." 

I had not realized that I had been so free in the use of the word devil but I was more surprised that 
my ten year old son did not know who this man was. He is in the fifth grade in school and seldom is 
it that he misses a day in Sabbath school, and still with all this education, no one had infonned him 
what the devil is. 

He is well versed on who Jesus and God are. and many characters of the Bible, even better so in 
many cases than his Pa. But when I used to attend Bible school was taught that with my actions I 
would choose one or the other, (iod or the devil, and should I choose the latter course, the eventual 
outcome would be fire and brimstone and tiie devil himself, with horns and a tail and also a pilchlbrk 
to prod us back into the fncy[sicj blast. 

It seems to be a new system of teaching religion and perhaps it is for the best. 1 cannot see but the 
youngsters behave as well now days as when I was a young hellion know ing full well the devil w^as 
waiting for me and urging me on toward his everlasting punishment. I remember Art Babcock saying 
years ago that you cannot scare a boy into Hea\ en, and 1 believe he is right 

I have known several men who made brags that they were going to hell. They were calling the 
bluffs put out by the religious folks who were trying to scare them into wod behavior. These men 
w ere not so had either, as men go but it was not the reward of Heaven that was keeping them 
straight. 

It occurs to some of us that a consciousness of honest\ and goodness should be de\ eloped in child- 
ren's minds and a will power that they will act on that consciousness. There should be a 
consciousness developed that they should do good works for goodness sake; should do good for the 
sake of others, striving always to help the other fellow along as w ell as yourself The one scripture 
that seems to supercede all others, even better than the "do unto others as you'd be done by," is that 
one of Luke 1 7:33. "Whosoever shall seek to save his own soul shall lose it; and whosoever shall 
lose his life for others shall save it." 

A New Service. 

The Nebraska State Bank has a picture machine that they use to photograph every check and trans- 
action made in the bank. The\' take a picture of both sides of every check and draft that is run thru 
the bank, and also e\ei*y statement, and then at a later date, should some deal arise of question, even 
if the check has been lost, this picture can be found and the proof given. 

It is really a small mo\ ie. The photograph is made on a ver>' small film and after the picture is 
taken, a white mat may be placed below the film, different lights turned on in the machine and off in 
the room, and the picture flashed on the screen. When these films are complete they are taken out, 
sent and developed, marked and filed away for fiiture reference should the need arise. 

It is just something new under the sun. 

Short Shavings. 

If one can learn the marks: you can tell by looking at the wrappers how old the bread is that you 
buy. One bakery puts little red marks across on the bottom of the wrapper. One mark is for Sunday, 
or one day, two for Monday, etc. Upon watching these m^ks we have found that we buy bread many 
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old sonietiities. A jpumon can tell too, by die feel of the loaf Anotfier bakery has lettm printed 
in 1^ obscure f^ki^ to ifi^cate the day the bread was baked. 

Illi^^ a group of talking the other day of the many rabbits ^nd tiie destHi^tidii ^ey are doing 
to the crops. Hie rabbits su^e especially d^^^^e to the su^ l^els, being very ibnit of the litHe 
plants as socn 9^ sugar begins to form. 

Sevetal conq>lained ttmt die cottontails wore eating their pfdeiEUs md flower gard^ too. One num 
said tiiat it was in:^os^te ibr him to grow beans anymore because of the rabbits, and even people in 
town were con^laining. 

Otte or two of tfaese^mcie men of ttie big pushers in pimooting^ coyote himts h^t year, md 
coyotes are the natural enemies of the rabbit, but why bring that up? 
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The Ord Quiz 

A1EWTHIN<^ 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Why Scrap? 
Smile Boys Smile 
Short Shavings 

Why Scrap 

Many people can't help but think that someone will be the losers in this new order of cream and 
produce gathering that has recentl\ been installed in our country. In the June NCCl News, a 
pai£y>hlet published by the Neb. Coop. Creamery Inc., they print the following, in an article 
regarding truck operation: 

"For one plant operating four trucks we have costs ranging per truck of 1.45 to 1.99 cents per 
pound of fat with an average of 1.65." 

Whether tbi^ expeaise will come off the pric^ of ClfsHni or reduce the profits of the creameries docs 
not seem to matt^ for dther way the farmers will pay it, the latter by less dividends in Ihe case of 
0Q0ps. It seems to mac^ tbat the sdienie of deUvaing one's own cream would save that expaise as 
most of us have to go to town anyway, frequeaitly. 

This is not quite all of it either. Speaking in r^gapd to coc^ ^ere the pc^ts are divided in ttie 
enA, we opoperafoaE^ ^ payinyi fyt xnadx unneisded tnicldiig, 0p zi^ fciad alone, and I dunk Ihib is 
tnie m isasgr pkmrn^ lb»r produce tmc]^ ps^s twice a week, said tti]G@e of lli^ am fi^osn c^ocps. O^, 
or two at lh& lAft^^ wmM surely be si^icient. All are bidding the limit and doing all diey can to 
^ 1amsi^9i^him they tai^ % 

The cbi^sm fiicte»y tro^ th^j^ekx^i^eainaid otti^ produce too if aske^ ic^ipmlate dailyln 
eveiy territory. CNl trt^^ dm^ iaM.iL and Imilory and so do^ tbe Scotia ttticks and 
1^1^ City tciji^. In ffi^^id, aco^Mig to ^ Cmmitty Gent, these <»>qpa., Siting ^h otlKsr, are 
^t to bi^ i^ieh ^^^ ffiid ocsQse^p^E^y tiie co^^^ will be all tiNt's left. 

Nor k it widi die trucks alone tliat ior t»i$i£iiS$. la Ikum^ places ft^ s^s^ m^seat "Wms 

and the prices soar fo un^omAiIy high figures to break the ote* fisUow. At ^ pr^ent tee the 
pAm of in N. L., Scotia and Ord is 20c, and fiom good aiiito% I Imm tibat pdee is pleofy 
hi^ Tliese dtoee Imm cxs&ge^^ ^juHe well on die mmm M Ar cadia die price was 22c, and 
Taylor was 23c last week hi Custer Co., it se^ns there is a contincial price ws^. 
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The cheese factory (a coop, so-called) pays its checks every other Saturday morning. The 
accusation has been made, that on those Saturdays, certain coop creameries raise their price on cream 

for thai day only, <!^> embarrass the milk seller. This is a height of ridiculousness in a cooperative 
situations, all owned by farmers (supposedly) and dividing their profits in the end, should fight each 
other. There should be the same cooperation among these institutions as there apparently is among 
the corporate institutions. 

These price wars are fine for the nonce for the farmer, but if by continuance they bankrupt a few 
good buying agencies and a few of our coops, leaving us again to the mercy of the corporative 
buyers, whom many thought in old days were not too fair, then and at lliat time wc w ill wonder what 
wc were thinking of, trotluig our cream to other territories to profit from the other man's loss. 

Smile Boys Smile. 

Joel Birmingham wanted to \ isit some relatives in Beatrice and he was troubled <?> shorts when it 
came to buying the fare. He wanted \o ride his bike through but his father would not consent to that, 
fearing he might get run down by a car on the highway. 

His father had a trip to Lexington. Joel went along and got off at KcanKn . pkinning to thumb his 
way to Beatrice if he could. A minister friend of Mr. B., told the boy a few of the secrets of catching 
rides. 

The main one was to always smile when hailing a ride. .Another help is to wear a school sweater 
with a letter on it. Some people w ill pick up a student when they will not anyone else. 

Another pointer was to wave at the car driver as if you are an old friend, in place of jerking your 
thumb. This method seems to draw better luck, but the main thing is to smile. 

Joel and his father picked out a nice shady spot for the boy to stand and Rev. B. w ent on about h is 
work thinking he w^ould come back later in the day and pick his son up if he was unsuccessful. Near 
there was another sourpuss looking fellow, rather uncouth, and probably needed a ride far more than 
Joel. That night when Rev. B. came back along, Mr. Sourpuss was still standing at his spot trying to 
get a ride, but Joel was gone. Very soon after his father left he got a ride to Lincoln and from there 
another straight to Beatrice, arriving before night. 

Harold Schudel rode through to Idaho in quick time too. costing him aUnost nothing and he went 
across Wyoming too. He had a little help there, however, from a friend. 

Wyoming is a bad state and most ride bummers try to avoid ttiat state. It is against the law there to 
thumb for a ride and arrests are made there sometimes too. 

There are men (and women too) wiio seem to make a business bumming rides, traveling all over 
the countr\'. eating and smoking off anyone they can and laughing about it afterwards. Occasionally 
there is a crime too. but not often. It is because of this fonner class of moochers that makes it 
difficult for the student or poor devil to get a ride that would cost the giver nothing and in most cases 
he would be glad to accommodate. 

Short Shavings. 

Mrs. Otto Bartz rather fish than eat. This is no joke. That fact has been proved true. 

She and Otto went fishing one Sunday. While at this task there, Anucl Frazier and a few others 
came along with their lunch baskets full. Not far off they spread their tabic and invited Otto and 
Edith to partake. There was fried chicken and ice cream and (mums the word) joy juice. 

Otto accepted the invitation and joined the feast (all except the joy juice) but Edith would not leave 
the fishing. She said she could eat any day but she could only fish on Sunday and she would not 
budge from the bank. 1 asked her how man\ fish she caught during that meal time, but she would not 
tell. Probably so many, if she told me and 1 put it in the paper, people would think she w as bragging. 

The beaver seem to be on the increase. On the Bert Brown place in Riverdale a few beaver are 
working felling trees trying to dam the river and creeks. The beaver is a very destructive animal, 
especially in a country where our timber is prized as it is here. And there is another screwy thing. 
One branch of the government places a penalty on trapping these animals that cut our timber, and an- 
other branch of the government spends planting the timber. 
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July 5, 1939 

The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoi^ge Gowen 

Danger Conscious 
Play With Possums 
A Secret as Yet 
Worst Catastrophy 

Danger Conscious. 

I. J. Thclin tells me that I should mention sometime of the many farm accidents that occur. He says 
that many or most of the fami accidents should he and could be a\oidcd if more caution and care 
were taken. It has been said by good autlK)r]l\ thai farm work is one of the most dangerous of all 
endeavors, and this is quite largely tme because the fanner is not danger conscious. 

All animals are dangerous, especially horses, bulls and even hogs. 1 knew a man once who kept a 
rooster that would attack people. He jumped on a child once and might have pecked his eyes out had 
help not come. All machinery is dangerous and there is no place where there is less protection of- 
fered than with farm machinery. 

Mr. Thelin sights me to the campaign put on by the railroads to lessen the number of accidents. 
Men arc put to work studying the safest methods to do every task and where ever there is an 
accident, the case is studied to find who was at fault, and in practically every accident, it is shown 
where it might have been avoided had proper caution and methods been used. With this campaign, 
raihoad accidents have been reduced to a minimum. Mr. Thelin says that the railroad workers have 
become accident conscious, that is, their sub-conscious mind has been trained to be ever alert to save 
themselves from injuiy. 

Mr. Thehn sights me also to the early days in this country when the land was infested with rattle- 
snakes, and still there woe v^y few people bitten. They were not bitten because everyone was con - 
staotly akA to the danger and constantly watchful Likewise, be says, with the railroaders, woricing 
at a dangerous task, and still these workers are so trained and so danger conscious tiiat, 
comparatively th^ amfew acxiideiifes. 

Along with the many other schemes to spend money, the government or agriculture college mig^ 
make a study of the best methods for the farmer to avoid catastrophes and accidents and institute a 
safety canq)aign such as the railroads have found so helpful. 

Playiag With Possums. 

Si Kriewald. says he found a mama possum down at the river the other day, and this mama possum 
had a half dozen baby possums hanging in her pouch. 

Si says the bal^ possums were about the size of mice and hung teoau^ously to their mama as Si 
{Mcked them all iqp and looked them over. Si says when the family goes to sleep they climb a tree and 
the mama possum twists h^ tail around a limb and tiiey hang ^exc dirou£^out ttie ni^it Si let than 
go on their way unharmedL 

AsaoHm sbury that Chi^. Qess tells of some acquain tance of is that he cau^t a possum and tiie 
animal ^yed pos^im (3m^, Thsfy tried in sevaal v^iys to bring tti^ p0$»im awalce, or for hun to 
act awake, but wifli no avail Finally tfiey took it to the choppi%block and cut the end of its tail off. 
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Even that did not awaken Mr. Possum so another chunk was chopped off and finally the tail was 
clear off but no luck. Then they took the ax and chopped the head off. and the person was sure all the 
time up until the last that the possum was ali\ c and awake as could be. 

A Secret as Vet. 

Here is a little secret that 1 heard the other day when I was in Lincohi. Don't tell anyone I told you. 
but some people somewhere have been carrying on some experiments on salting cream and milk. It 
has been found that cream can be kept sweet for three weeks simply by sal ting. 

The salt goes out with the buttermilk and more even has to be added for the proper amount in the 
butter. Milk too can be kept sweet by salting and the salt goes out in the skim milk when it is 
separated. 

This cxpermient has not been given out yet for the amount of salt necessary has not been fully 
determined and fear that tanners would try salting their cream or milk when they did not understand 
il. but those experimenters ha\e hopes that this discovery, is going to be a big thing for the dairy in- 
dustry. We will surely hear more about it. 

Our Worst Catastrophy 

It seems to many of us that the grasshoppers are worse in some sections than in otiiers. West of N. 
L. they appear to abound in greater millions than, perhaps, in other places. The small grain was taken 
long before the fanners had a chance to race the hoppers for it. They ate the potatoes and gardens 
and have thinned the corn stand long ago. too. Some of the fanners there ha\e come to the con- 
clusion that il is as hopeless to try to light this enemy as it is to slop the w ind that blows. 

This grasshopper menace, it seems to many, is the worst catastrophy of anything that has happened 
yet — even worse than drouth. Hoods, or hail storms. Drouths or hail storms are usually only of a 
short duration but the grasshoppers go on forever. 

1 repeat, like 1 said a few weeks ago, something else must be done than simple poisoning by the 
farmers. Poisoning gets some of the insects, but even where the poison is spread and dead hoppers 
are found, still the ground will abound w ith the live ones. More than this there arc great areas where 
there is no poison ever spread, and in land as \ ast as this il seems like a hopeless task. 

Bud Becbee has rigged up a grasshopper catcher on the front of an old ear. dousing the critters in 
oil solution as they hop into it. Bud harxests millions and bushels of these fellows for, they say. a 
dollar an hour. Perhaps a few dollars invested in a few of these rigs would give some reUef men 
work, and this machine really does catch Uic bugs. No question. 

Short Shavings. 

Si Kriewald says that to make some of the best pancakes one ever slapped his lips over, gather 
some elderberr}' blossoms and put them in the batter. I have heard of many things made of 
elderberries, including elderberry wine, but never before have heard of elderbeny pancakes, 1 am 
wondering if they have somewhat the same effect as eldcrbeiTy wine. 

(ius Wetzel caught a lu e pound catllsh last Sunday morning before the waters of the river rose so 
lurbulently. Gus says he had been fishing for fourteen years just for that fish. 

Roswcll Laverty, a nephew of Attorney Laverty, son of Jess Layerty and Mable Hon- Laverty, old 
timers here, and a resident of Denver has been recently elected to the city council of that city. And 
that is not so bad for a boy who has been poor as a Nebraska farmer ail his life. Yes, that is worth 
mentioning. 
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July 12, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Writtei by Geoige Gowen 

We'll All Be There 
Short Shavings 

We'll All Be There. 

A most momentous decision is to be made at the tow nship hall at eight o'clock July 20, and all 
loyal sons and daughters should be present, if not to vote, to hear the fireworks. 

The issue at slake is whether the N. L. township shall vote a mill levy designed to produce 
$1,200.00 or more to help build a new community hall out of the old one they now own and two 
other edifices that are to be razed also, one the old hotel and the other the comnuinity building. 

As the set-up now is, the WPA will furnish the work and part of the material, and some people ar- 
gue that the government has this money to give away and N. L. better get m and get their share be- 
fore someone else does. Up to date N. 1.. has rccci\ ed ver\' few^ of these gifts that have been passed 
out and some people feel shghted and tlnnk they should start grabbing even if they have to add an- 
other mill or more bonds to the now burdensome taxes to get it. 

There are a few. perhaps a quite a few too, who feel that N. L. is getting along O. K. and do not 
want the added taxes levied. One of these is very oratorical and really lays it off to the rest of us right 
in meeting. Some feel that this proposed building will be a city benefit and the township should not 
have to pay. One man is so worked up that he threatened to boycott N. L. and go to Ord to trade. 
(Note: This will off-set some of the boycotting proposed against Ord lately). 

All sorts of scandalous things have been said concerning this happy little ruckus now embroiling 
this quiet little country tow n of N. L. Some do not like the building plans presented. Everyone thinks 
of some added adjunct. The library wants a room and the Odd-fellows are getting a room for the one 
they now have leased of the township in the old hall. A museirai is planned and the Popcorn 
Committee want space, and the Women's clubs (of which there are rsmiy b^^) want a hall, and of 
course there must be a dance floor and the last request, although this may not be yet under serious 
consideration, is that there be a swimming pool in the basement. 

One man is all worked to a lather over getting irrigation ditches in town to wata: the gardens, and is 
brm^g that into the community hall discussiaOft ai&ough some have failed as yet to quite get the 
connection between irrigating gardens and the community hall. After the meeting the other mg^ lOS 1 
lay in bed, pondering over tiie different arguments presented, the happy thought occurred to me that 
pexii;^ this man j^anned to supply the swimming pool by running the irrigation ditch throiigjbi 
bas^ent And now this is my own suggestion for inopFovement. Should the sp^si^ on the stage in 
the new community building be especially boresome, and seemed inclined not to cease his clatter, a 
trap door might be arranged and sprung at the psychological moment, quickly droppii]^ him in the 
pool imdaneath. 

There are other scandalous statement made also. It is said that some things have been done 
already, that are not accordipg to staM^ wd om mm tbiDeatened (or it $Qiia(ted like threatening to 
me) that if the wfaak bu^br^ t^not dropped pronto, the cas0 would go at to d^ot court md 
then to the supreme court and then to Hiila'' s star dbionb^ too I guess, and wh^ dbe^iM^ was 
handed down we'd all he sorry. He Med to m^dn who was ^s^ W put i^^e costs to ttiis 
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into district court, and I looked around the looei, and I vi^ not sure, if all ^?@es were paid, wfae^er 
there was enough money represented in the meeting to get the case into that court. 

Then the motion was made to adjourn sine die, and then they all proceeded to debate that motion 
md ebairman vm promptly called to point of order for that motion is not debatable. That moticm 
lost by one vote and the fireworks continued. Later they voted to adjourn until July 1 8 because there 
were such a few people there. Only one member of the town board was present and that body was 
the one that started this building business, so it was said. 

The mere adjournment did not stop the debate. One man said that within four miles of N. L. there is 
a school where the teacher has not been paid yet. Another man said that in the N. L. city alone there 
are over $10,000 unpaid taxes (one half of them), and these men. mostly landowners, were a little 
grumpy that people who paid no taxes were voting more taxes that cannot be paid. 

One person said he was in favor of it because it seemed to him. so I interpreted, that N. L. was 
dying a slow and lingering death and he was not the one to kick it in the face. He was in fa\ or of an 
injection in the ami, so to speak, such as this hall, and at least try to save our patient. Scotia. Ord and 
Kansas City were cited, and how many gifts the\ had received for parks and halls, libraries and 
postoftlces, and what fine towns they were in spite of the indebtedness. 

Well, it was a rare and glorious lime w e had there that evening, and even if it rains bullfrogs and 
mud turtles ever)' mother's son and daughter should be present on Thursday night, July 20 to vole on 
this levy, one way or the other. Those who are talking court action should remember that defeating 
the proposition here would be lot. less expensive. And those who are in favor should remember that 
frequently these small elections are so close that one vote will change the whole thing. It is our 
business and we'll have to pay the fiddler, either in court costs or taxes, so we should all be there to 
say we did our part anyway, either in its defeat or its victory. 

Short Shavings. 

Glen Eglehoff lost tour of his tn e milk cows the other day, they dying from eating sudan grass 
pasture. This sudan grass was planted in a canyon in the pasture and the cows had not discovered it 
before. One cow has not discovered it yet and she is alive. Orin Kane also lost a cow from sudan 
grass poisoning and he was suspicious there was a little cane in it, although he could not see where it 
was. 

A new scheme of gardening is now in vogue and that is to set the chicken coop in the middle of the 
garden, the chickens to eat off the grasshoppers. This works quite well in many cases. 

I was over town the other day and a young fellow abiding there has fifty little roosters that he is 
rearing as an agriculture school project. As I walked by his place 1 noticed him with a blacksnake, 
driving those roosters about the countryside. 

That was a new one to me so 1 watched him a few minutes and soon discovered that he was herd ing 
these project roosters into his mother's garden so that they would feed on the grasshoppers there, but 
the sad part of it was these roosters had their crops bulging already from the steaks and were wanting 
to rest a while, the grasshoppers in the process of digestion were never missed firom the trillions that 
were left. 

In asking Irwin Thelin the price of a telegram he said, "forty eight cents for the telegram and two 
cents war tax." 
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July 19, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Writtai by Geoige Gowen 

Short Shavings 

Short Shavings. 

Mable Lee. who was spending a feu days at the home of Clyde Athey's says that their hired man, 
Richard Vasicek. was in the field and found one of those o\ ergrown grasshoppers, one of those big 
fellows that can't tly but can surel\ eat. and Richard w as so astonished and startled by the size of the 
insect that he wanted to rush at once to the house and show the family, but dared not leave the te am 
to do it. 

He was in a httle quandary as to what to do with this grasshopper until night as he had no cage 
cither into which to put him and Richard wanted to keep him alive too. So he look a piece of binder 
twine, tied it to the grasshopper putting on two half hitches (two h. h. will hold all hell you know) 
and then securely tethered his capture to the wagon wheel until eventide came around. Richard also 
said that the grasshopper objected quite a little to this treatment and when found to be anchored, 
kicked Just like a mule. Be that as it may, Mr. (irasshopper was still on hand w hen night came. 

North Loup needs another night or two in the week, hi trying to have a meeting lately, one man 
found ureal difficulty. Four nights are already taken, that is. Friday. Saturda\. Sunday and 
Wednesday. Crowded into the remaining nights must come school board meetings, parlies, low n and 
township meetings. Pop Com Days meetings, cominunity meetings, ct cetera without end. One rather 
popular man, one who is on most of these boards, is gone so much evenings, that his family iiardly 
knows what he looks hke. 

Even those without deep rehgious convictions can gamer some entertainment, besides no doubt 
considerable good, by attendance at church meetings. 

Those who sat in my section a few weeks ago were slightly amused at the maneuvers of two ladies 
wearing big wide hats and who suddenly thought of some profound secret they must tell each other, 
a secret that couldn't possibly wait, and it had to be told with the hps of one lady close to the ear of 
the other. All 1 can say was that the message was given, and the answo* returned in expert manner, 
too. 

Besides killing grasshoppers, the grasshopper poison makes the most excellent fly poison. My wife 
takes a small pan of it and adds a sprinkling of molasses, then water for moistening and sets the dish 
where the flies assemble. It is the best fly killer we cvct found. Each day on the step where the flies 
gather, we sweep up a scoop full of the pests. 

Melvin CcHnell, after w^dbing me take a drink of water following a drink of root beer, said nine 
out of ten people do that very thing. They pay a nickel or a dime for a fancy cold drink, then drink a 
glass of water to take the taste out of their mouth. 

Meeting a farmer the other day dressed in good summer white trousers and hgbt shirt, Floyd 
Redlon wondered and asked the why of it: that is a farmer dresse4 so i^iffy. 

The farmer e^^lained that poverty was the why of it He had w om out all his overalls and had no 
money to buy more wifli, so to ksep his nakedness cov^ed and abide with the law, he was forced to 
wear his good clothes. 
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That seemed a good explanation although dincrcnt than another man who Floyd met a few days 
before who said his good clothes had all worn out and consequently he could not go to church. Of 

course he couldn't go to church in overalls. 

And ihcn a third man entered the conversation and said he had really become poor. He said when a 
man gels so hard up he cannot buy new ra/or blades and has to yank oul his whiskers with a dull 
one, that is poor, no question, and thai is w hat happened to hini. 

In discussing the loss of a cow from eating sorghum, the wife said to her husband, in trying to ap- 
pease the grief. "Everyone will lose once in a while, even at the best managed places. But we should 
always be careful for the less we lose, the more we profit." 

"No," her husband replied. "You said that wrong. You should say instead, we should be careful for 
the less we lose the less we lose." 

The Dead Man (so called) of the St. Paul rendering works, said that he has been getting a lot of 
cattle lately that have died from eating sorghums and red roots. Only a few mouthfuls will kill them. 
He has been getting a lot of hogs and also a quite a few horses, that have died from the heal. He says 
as yet he has got no horses that he was sure died from sleeping sickness. He said he had got a few 
horses that had been vaccinated for sleeping sickness, that is. the theory he had propounded, was that 
the horses were ailing when they \\ ere \ accinated and died pronto. 

In the event that Prof Ko\anda wants an item or two to write about. I would like to suggest he 
explain how to kill out and eliminate .lasmine Vine that is rooted under the edge of the house. An- 
other subject that worries many of us is the gray and black bug or beetle that has stripped out potato 
vines and other parts of the garden. How should we battle them? Thanks in advance. 

This following incident of lawbreaking occurred in our quiet village, in the dark of the full moon, 
when everyone should have been sleeping the sleep of the just, but when everyone wasn't. 1 am al- 
lowed to give the incident but with the definite promise that 1 will reveal no names, either of the 
parties who committed the act, or of the person who lay awake that moonlight night and saw it 
committed. 

Here it is. There is one of our better houses in the village that has been vacant for several months 
and during this vacancy, prowlers have repeatedly entered the house, grown folks as well as children, 
running the house o\ er. up stairs and down and in the basement. Locked doors seemed to be of little 
value for they entered by pr\ing screens and with skeleton keys. The landlord, living in another 
tow^n. tiring of this goings-on. arranged and had installed some Yale and special locks, to keep the 
house from actually w alking off in his absence. 

And it happened one hot night, late after house lights about were doused, a car dro\e to the curb 
and stopped. Three people crawled out and went to the door, planning to go in. The skeleton key 
would not work and these three people worked at different entrances, impatiently but in vain. Finally 
they had a conference, glanced around again, then grabbed the rose trellis on the porch, ripped it off, 
took it to the car and drove away. 

1 have no reason not to believe this person who lay awake in a near by house and saw it all, and no 
reason to beliex e that she does not know the parties as she says she docs. 

There are other law violations continually committed in our town of which nothing has ever been 
done. We all know of them but do nothing to stop them. None of us w ant to get in these messes, so 
we sit back mum, not wishing to make everlasting enemies of our neighbors, neighbors who may be 
well to do. 

It is very right that drunks and bogus check givers be chastised, but why stop at that? Our country 
has always been noted that the law is impartial, that it is for the protection of the weak against the 
strong, that the rich are persecuted as well as the poor. But are they? At least it seems not so often 
that it is common talk that if one has money he is relatively safe. 
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July 26, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Writtea by Geoige Gowen 

Like Higher Taxes 
The White Spot? 
Save the Cows 
Short Shavings 

We Like High Taxes. 

The people of this community are not afraid of high taxes. By a vote of ] 9 to 32, the township vot- 
ed to levy enough more so that they can pay Iwehc hundred dollars toward a community hall for 
North Loup. This hall will be for nothing but entertainment, and nothing but w hat we have been 
getting along without, but still the majority was ample and the building we shall ha\'e. 

All classes of people w ere present. Mostly the rural tolks w ere of the 19 although there were a tew 
who represented farms who voted for it. As a class there was a very poor turn-out. Many of the 
farmers who opposed the proposition the most bitterly, left their wives at home, and that wife at the 
meeting would have doubled his vote. There were a number of people who talked strongly against 
the proposition outside, but who were not present. Fourteen more people would not have been a 
difficult number had they been of the spirit to come and vote. 

Perhaps these farmers do not care any more how high the taxes go; they do not expect to pay them 
again anyway. Some fanners do not worry anymore about high taxes for the loan compani es pay 
them now days. It is a fact we are infected with a spending spree, and this disease is catching with 
local municipalities as with our federal government. 

Some voted for it because the federal government will furnish a big percent of the money, as if the 
federal government is someone else besides ourselves and we will fleece them for all we can- 
Some voted for it who are now on WPA and they want work closer to home. 

Some voted for it because other towns have been getting grants for such things and th ey did not 
want to be out done, (rd like to hear of a community that is trying to outdo the o^&cs in small 
spending and low taxes). 

Some voted for it who pay no taxes; som^ voted for it who {mytKA a Si^^jaiSHriibQ^ of land. 

Summing it all up, as I said at first, w e are not afraid of more taxes, even if a great share of tt^Qi 
for the past ten years remain impaid, and even in the face of another drouth. The farmers are not 
worrying, or surely of th§ imny in the district, more than 19 would have turned out to defeat Hm 
pFqposition. In fact, th^y nfiust like the spending; they must like the administration; and they are not 
wonying about the pay off greatly. 

The White Spot? 

Bom^ 0f the folks ^0 are still pEiyfao^ t^es, or trying to, are wondering to what extent the high 
m feal estate wffl put the ^mm^* Here in the so called White Spot, of the nation, the real 
es^te and personal propei^ has to cany practically all the burden, and in many instances, it is failing 
to do it. 

hi the N. toiTOsAup one man figured up aod lmlf tte ta^&es are u^md, and still mlbe Sioe^ of a 
continuance of our ten y^ drouth, they vote wbf^ levy. Chie qpo'ti^ of good Im^ sold a few 
years ago for ^($b» Ihis mw warn than a thou^d dollld^ apiMt it Th^ Giei^Jtas wot been 
able to mdce a living fix>m flie land tiiose years to say notfah^ about pap^g tile taxes. Joe Fisher says 
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that in Davis Creek there is a pasture with near S2.500 unpaid taxes piled up against it and it will not 
sell for enough to pay these taxes. In the city of N. L. imd Ord too, in many instances, there is no pre- 
tense of paying taxes on \ aeant lots. Some houses are the same and in a few years, with the value of 
property now established, these houses will not sell for the taxes against them. One man last year 
demanded the county assessor to split his property of tw o lots, so he could pay the taxes on his house 
but let the lot go. One fine house in N. L. has gone begging for $1,700 but the taxes are nearly $100 
a year. 

And still we do not worry, apparently. o\er the taxes on our real estate, and brag that we are the 
White Spot of the nation because we have no sales tax or income tax. Would it not be well to 
distribute our taxes somewhat, relieving our property and letting the man who has no home pay a 
few? Perhaps, if w e \ ote a cent sales tax whenever a money spending spree attacked us. it would be a 
different class of people who vote for these things. If the relief people, who are getting a big chunk 
of our tax money, were taxed a dollar a week from their stipend, to pay for these public im- 
provements, along with an extra levy on the land, there might be a different vote of the situation. 

Save the Cows. 

Dick Acker of Horace lost four of his six cows the other day from sudan grass poisoning. He and 
Cooper, at noon noticed them lying about and ran to look them over. They noticed that one still had a 
spark of life left in her. They rushed for some milk and soda, swigged that down her and within a 
few^ hours she was as good as ever. 

All over we hear of cow s dying from sorghum poisoning. Only a few bites will do the trick. Roy 
Williams said that the vet told him to put a pound of soda dow n the cow with a beer bottle and call 
the vet. He has some dope he can shoot into the cow w hen he arrives that will save her if there is a 
heart beat left. Thoy die quickly however, and e\ cryone should keep the soda on hand but better yet, 
one should patch up his fences before they die in place of after, like 1 did. 

Short Shavings. 

Ray Drawbridge, who is water boy for the WPA workers, said that a week ago Friday he carried 
116 gallons of water to 36 men. He said he carried it eighty rods, too, and he sure was tired when 

night came. 

It is quite a common theory that one should drink beer when the weather is hot and he will not 
drink so much. If the county would just furnish beer to their men. they might do the trick with 58 
gallons, and then Ray could do a little work on the end of a shovel, hi that event, some more of us 

would apply for w ork too. no doubt. 
Spend more time on the road and more time out of the hospital. 

Noticing the crow d at the movie one night last week, one man said, 'That's what we're going to 
live on this winter — entertainment." 
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A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Ckms^ Gowen 

We Need Help 
Quick Work 
Short Shavings 

We Need Help. 

Those of you who have not traveled out in Mira Valley or Davis Creek in the last few weeks would 
do well to do so some evening and see the grasshopper damage there. Last w^eek 1 was out in that 
direction and later took a trek to Columbus and back and in all that galavantiug/j/c/ no place that 1 
saw^ compared with the destruction in our own fertile sections. 

The worst I saw was at Chas. Boettgers and at Will Koellings. I was told that the grasshoppers are 
even worse at other places. The com fields there look like broomhandles sticking up. The hoppers 
have eaten all the leaves and in some instances have eaten the stalk too. 1 was told of fields where 
there are no stalks left 1 was told of potato patches where the vines were eaten and even the potatoes 
were eaten. 

Bill Heckler has gone to the World's fair at New York. He wrote back to Les Leonard and said, "It 
is pretty hot. Be sure and water the trees for 1 want some shade around the house when I re turn." 

Les said he is watering the trees as Bill said but there will be no shade. The grasshoppers have eat - 
en all the lea\ es from the tr^, and even the needles fiom the pine trees. In some instances the pests 
have eaten the bark. 

The damage seems to be spotted. One com field will be stripped bare to the stalk and many of the 
stalks cut off and anoth^ dQse by not damaged so b^y and one does not know quite the why of it 
all. At any rate there are vei^ few c»«n fields in these sections that will make even fodder if it would 
rain until Christmas. These grasshoppers are the most serious catastrophe that has befallen us yet. 
and the denizens in that part of the country tuive a super attack of the blues, and why shouldn't they? 

There has been consideiable questioning as to why Greeley and Valley comxty havencrt lec^v^ 
son^ of the federal assistance to fight the grasshoppers like Howard and S^elliiail county has this 
summer. It is said if the federal msa in charge are notified that the pests have got beyond our control, 
CCC men and other gmmome^ workers wll be sent and 9 tiKarpugh poisoning will be undertaken. It 
is a fact that there w$i$ appropriation made for that purpose and if tho'e is some lo^cal reason 
why this counly did not get it, with our crops nK>wed off as they are, an explanation would surely be 
in ord^ and stop Ae scandal that is going ai^cmd^ 

QntekWork. 

At Columbus the o&er day, R. M . Evans told the stcury of two soldiers being in Europe during the 
WiQfM Wur. Ch»e was m Am&A&m n^ro and the otiber a German. They mest &ce on willi their 

As dsE^ged ttie first time they did oto dama^ ^cept that the German knocked the bayonet 
fitoxn ^e hand ^ike W^m, so one liu^ ftonk, Mr. Hepo was pre^ mm out of tte fi#tt iis &r as 
he was concerned. As himmm he vtm msi wocFyii^ a gf^ dfed for he resumed into his pocket 
SBDid drew out mmphamsst of war; a^bintkmfe affair where^ bkde ^rned back. 

Tim tW0 sorted for ea^ &Sm s^dii. The German made a jsb but missed, tiie negro made a quidc 
swipe mAx his ann as the German passed by. 
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"You missed." the German boasted. 

The negro eahulv wiped the blade on his britches and answered, "You just wait, big boy, until you 
try to turn your head.'* 

Short Shavings. 

Hany Koth went after his cow s the other morning and found them not wliere they should be; that is 
in the com field. Frightened then beyond speech he hurried on w ith \ ivid hallucinations that he now 
would ha\ e the loss of his herd of cows on top of the drouth and grasshoppers. He saw his herd in a 
cane patch across the fence, all lying quietly. He hurried on. 

The cows were all quietly there chewing their cud. alive as could be. The treatment in a case of that 
kind is to call the doctor at once and give a stimulant (a strong one too) to the owner of the cows. 

In looking over the big power plant at Columbus, we, the Wallace Creek committee, decided that 
water is the most powerful thing in the world. Rushing down thru those great tubes into the turbines, 
making electricity beyond measure, brought us to that conclusion for a minute. 

That seemed quite settled until Jim Jensen wondered if beer would not be more powerful than 
water. Jim had heard it had more jx)wer in other places, and he believed it would be better there. 

Thea Joe Jensen informed us that w ithout a doubt, the country over, there was that much beer drank 
in a day, and then we bewailed the fact of all that power (beer power) was not put to better use. 

We should all save our last year's telephone book. They have the Ord numbers. The ncw^ ones are 
of little value, and in only a few minutes we can mark the old one over making the necessary cor- 
rections. This is infonnation for N. L. people. Ord people will just have to call at the N. L. central 
office and buy a book. Too bad. 

My brother-in-law is a veiy meticulous man and 1 never knew of him to make errors in spelling, 
dates, etc. He is in France now studying and he wrote us a card the other day dated. "A. M.. July 12. 

Paris, Tuesday." If you will notice, our calendar says that Tuesday is the 11th. Was that a 
mistake on his part? 

I3oug Barber has for years been an old time road man. He says that he thinks it would be a good 
idea for the State Road department to take part of the money they are spending to survey the change 
in the road down by Scotia and build the road. 

August 16, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Vtgfi^t^ from Chma 
LifeinChnia 
More About War 

Vignettes From Cliiiia. 
From the Talks of Dr. Qrara CrandidL 

Dr. OroscUii timdcs the Qiinese will eva^ilualfy fidii ttie vm ^amst tte ifisv^dioii of Ja|m At the 
present time there is about as mudi war as ever only it is carried on at nig}it by the guerilla method. 
The bB^e cq>tiired a naFrow sbrqi idoog tibe raihx>ads and mam thoroug}i&res. The Chinese 
mingle widi the $6l<Mas add at Ae garrisons m ttie day time, tfaen at nig^t run surprise itftadks, 
fighting and running a^y, living to fi^t another day (night). The Chinese are better fighters at hand 
to hand fighting than Ae Japs. A good bit of fi^^iflg ^ dmie wift I^ukI grenactes* 

Th0 C^uni^ soldicars iam &med Haek km motkm md smdl ii]|dace$ dkmg witti tbetn into tte 
hills* They raid a railroad, or something of the Japs, carrying home imk ot tsoa^ md v^fli Ms tnatfee 
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big knives, and even guns. Ten miles away from the garrisons, the Japs have no control and the cost 
is something like three million gold dollars a day. Their reward or booty as yet has been practically 

Mentioning the fact that there was an item in the paper a few days ago that many prominent people 
think war between U. S and Japan is inevitable. Dr. Crandall laughed. "There is no danger. Japan has 
ter h^ds fiiU as it is. She will go just as far as she dares but she will not go to war with U. S." 

Asked about Russia fighting Japan, Dr. Crandall said, that reports of the battles are greatly 
exaggerated. The Russians have a little hill overlooking a Japanese railroad where they (the 
Russians) can take a pop at the trains as they go by. There has been fighting over this hill but the 
Japs have not taken it from Russia yet. Hundreds of airplane^ have been reported dropped by both 
Russia and Japan, but if the facts were known, only a few were actually shot down. 

Life in China 

A high wage in China is SI. 00 a day. An average wage is about twenty cents. Frequently a family 
w ill li\'e on the twenty cents. The main diet is rice and it is now twenty cents a pound. Butter is S2.60 
a pound. 

The land around Shanghai is very fertile and is trucked mostly. All work is done by hand, no 
tractors or horses. Shanghai is one of the largest cities in the world. It is little different than other 
world cities except that it is more crowded. 

Since Japan has captured the city and land there is practically no law and order. Bandit gangs have 
sprung up everywhere. They have racketeers that go to the farmers saying if he does not give them a 
percent they will destroy his crops. So the famier pa\ s the gang for protection. 

Then when he sells they demand to be the buyers and they buy at ridiculously low prices. The Japs 
do nothing about all this as long as the Japs themscKes are not molested. 

Compared with other countries there is little drinking of liquor in China and little damage done on 
that score. Chinese, when they drink, drink mostly at night, then retire. They are also a goodnatured 
people, and in their cups, do not turn to fighting. Chinese use little tobacco. 

The Chinese like games and are apt to spend much of their time gambling. Opium smoking is 
probably their greatest vice. Many men smoke a few times a day to make their spirits better, to make 
them forget their troubles. Many prominent business men smoke once or twice a day. Many go very 
much to the extreme with it. Before the war, there was a strong effort to curb the opium smoking. 
Japan, since the war, has tried to encourage it. 

Telling Japs from Chinamen. 

Asked if she could always tell a Jap from a Chinaman, Dr. Crandall smiled and said, "Usually but 
not always." They, in their looks, can be quite similar. The Japs established a college in China before 
the war to educate some of their boys so they could mingle with the Chinese as spies. These boys, so 
she was told, could not be told apart. 

However there was one way they could be distinguished and that was by taking off the shoes. Japs 
wear a sandal w ith a strap between the first two toes, and the Chinese do not. This strap tbrms a 
callous that cannot be taken off. 

More About The War. 

Dr. Crandall has had her hospital destroyed twice. Once several years ago by some Chinese but it 
was repaired again. This time the Japs dropped a bomb and blew it all apart. 

Since this last war began Dr. Crandall has been doing refugee work, working in connection with 
another hospital. In some cases she has had as many as 160 patients a day and has had to turn 40 
away. All of these got some attention although some of the ailments were skin diseases of minor 
nature. The nurse would group the patients some, and at times the Doctor would consult six or a 
dozen at a time. 

One of the worst cases she had was that of a man the Japs caught and thought was a guerrilla. He 
insisted he was not and they insisted he was and tried to mate him tell where the anus wctc hidden. 
He would not tell, claiming he did not know. 
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They tied up his amis, burning him in the arm pits trying to make him tell. They burned him badly 
before they turned him loose. Then Dr. Crandall had the job of saving his life. He recovered 
remarkably well, she said, and better than she hoped. She said it would suiprise one to know what's 
she used on the bums, but it was simply cod liver oil and it seemed to do the trick. 

She tells of the bombing of the railroad station at Shanghai. She was standing in the door of her 
home at the time watching the maneux ers of a dozen aiq:)lanes roaring overhead. All at once two of 
them went together, swooping downward and then she heard the explosions. Other airplanes fol- 
lowed dropping their death pills. After several minutes of this the ambulances stained tearing past 
and she heard the depot had been blown up. Hundreds of innocent people were killed and injured. 

The reason for this bombing, the Japs said, was that they thought troops were at the st ation at the 
time but they had left. The station was packed with women and children waiting for a train to take 
them to the countr\^ away from the war zone. 

Dr. Crandall *s adopted Chinese daughter was working at the city hospital where many of these 
people were taken. Injured were in the halls and everywhere waiting their turn and many died 
because they could not get attention. 

Monev in This Sock. 

One old lady had her leg blown off It was necessary to amputate the stub. She did not seem to 
wony a great deal over the loss of the leg, but she said she had on a stocking and under it was thirty 
dollars. She fretted a great deal over the loss of the thiity dollars. 

Even after she awoke from the anaesthetic she beean worrying about the thirty dollars. After a 
while one of the helpers was looking over the limbs and pieces picked up and found a leg with a 
stocking. He rolled down the stocking and there, sure enough, was the thirty dollars. It was returned 
to the old lady and she was much happier. 

The Finis. 

Dr. Crandall feels sure China will eventually win the war. Japan fniances arc not the best and they, 
as yet have only conquered a fraction of the Chinese territory. When the war is over, she feels China 
will be one of the leading nations. This war is teaching them they must unite under one head, and 
they are fast becoming conscious that the Clii'istian religion is the best. The people are becoming 
educated to the fact that they have an enemy at their door they must be prepared to hold off Japan is 
fast becoming conscious too of the fact that they have bitten off all or more than they can chew. 

August 23, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

One Mail im 410 MSIUon 

VIC^TFiS FROM CHINA. 
Gii^ iU&^flar One Bigtti^« 
The Japanese miifFed Ibdit hopes of qiildc vieficay at Nanldi^^ liim Cbim's capital, and perhaps 
titebr (^m^essMtm^ U Vtetory, according to Dr^ Dm^I. Hiis was one of the worst massacres in the 
history of ffie world. 

This great carnage was Vtm tesott of ttte d^atttm of Oiinese general in charge of the city dur - 
ing the battle there. It had been the policy of the Chinese to figjit and fall back retreating under order. 
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During the battle as llie Japs were coming clos<^; &e "wmd be^sne spread that the Chinese general in 
charge had fled. The Chinese people at once became panicky, which is one of their characteristics. 
Every perscm ^ mc^ Parted fi^r Itae one long street lea&ig to the gates irf'fte dty &»r escape. R was 
a city of one million people. 

Miny who could not crowd into this street climbed the wall. This wall is higher on the outside than 
tibe^m^^. Hiey jumped and fell cmtei^te, tdlHng some. Many of ^ose M safely ran into flie 
enemy and were slain and others jumped into boats in the river and these were so crowded a great 
number drowned. 

As tfiis seettiing masi^ of people pushed toward the gates, the Japs dropped bombs into this slreet 
murdering the people by the himdreds. To make it worse a car was driven near the city gates and 
th^ caught afire. Hundreds of people were bimied to death as those from the rear push ed those 
ahead into these flames. 

In spite of all this Chinese soldiers fought outside the gates to the last man, holding the Japs back 
thinking the general was conducting his retreat as he should, taking the people of the city to safety in 
the hills to the west. 

When the city was finally captured the Japs were so delisted their soldiers were turned loose to do 
as they pleased with il and the remaining people. Dr. Crandall says no story that we hear of the 
pillage done there by the Japs can be exaggerated. Men were marched out and shot down by the 
hundreds. All women were raped or slain. Eveiy house was ransacked. This massacre in 1938 put 
even Alexander, the Great, to shame. 

So interested in the slaughter of these innocent people were the Japs that th e army remained in the 
city many days, ceasing their fight temporarily. More than that, they thought, capturing the capital, 
would be the end of Chinese fighting. Il is true, the Chinese army was pretty well shattered and dis- 
couraged by then. Had the Japs kept on at that time following the Chinese army, a complete victory 
might have been made. 

But there is where they muffed. The time they spent razing the city gave Generalissimo Chiang 
Kaishck opportunity to reorganize. Now. throughout all China, the Chinese government still exists 
although impotent in many places, it exists just the same, the one object of it to expel the Japs. 

One Man in 450 Million. 

Dr. Crandall thinks Chiang Kaishck is the one man in the 450 million Chinese who can bring 
victoi*y to the nation. She trembles at the thought should something happen to him. At the nonce he 
seems to be the leader of all the manv tribes that once ruled sections of China. 

The question was asked if he could do as well organizing the Chinese should the Japs w ithdraw. 
Dr. Crandall replied that that would be a task and a big one. She did not know. Should the with- 
drawal be gradual the reorganization would be easier. E\'en now sectors are being recaptured by the 
Chinese and in each instance a Chinese government is set up at once. 

Dr. Crandall says a victory for China is beyond question, if it is not accomplished at this time. She 
says the news we hear is all Japanese and so colored we can believe little of it. West China is not 
captured at all. Even with the eastern seaports blockaded. Japan is having trouble holding it. 

Before the w ar the Japanese yen was worth about 2'/: to one of American money. Now the yen has 
dropped to about 8 to one, meaning the Japs ha\ c to spend that much more for their munitions and 
goods than normal. The Chinese money is worth more than the Japanese is today. Japan has 
sacrificed far more than China to conduct this war. 

There is a strong element in Japan who think this war is foolish. It is the army who has control in 
Japan and even the Emperor has his news censoied, but in spite of 

{the rest is missing] 



A Few Things to Think About! 



115 



August 30, 1939 

The Old Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TOTHSNKABOVHl 

Written by George Gow» 

Three Stages of War 
One Way to Live 
Our Foreign Policy 

Three Stages of War. 

If you will get out your maps of Asia and draw a line from the following cities you will see some 
thing of the territory that Japan is trying to occupy in China. Now, they pretend to hold all of the 
state of Manchuria under a puppet government. South of that they have captured Peipin, Tientsin, 
Nanking. Kaifeng, Siam. Suchow. Other coast cities like Canton, have been taken to complete the 
blockade and also Hankow. Even using these cities as a boundary, there are great neas throughout 
this territopy that are still in Chinese hands. These battle lines along a rai Iroad, run some five hundred 
miles inland, and still it is only a small part of China proper. There has not been a major victory in 
China by the Japs for many months. 

It was the original plan of the Chinamen to conduct this war in three stages. For years the lead ers 
have bew aware that Japan was planning to take them. Dr. Crandall said that the last ten years China 
has made m^ pogrm in building their country fban ever before and Japan knew if she did not take 
the country $iOi»a, she nevor would. 

The first stage of this wv ims to resist and fall back, leaving nothing, that is a scorched policy. 
This, Oum has done quite successfully. They have made the vifar cost Jl^n tremouiously, even 
more than the China leaders expected. The retreats have been quite systematic hi most instances 
where the leader did not desert his peqile, as in Nanking. Japan's c^ture of {HOperty so fax have 
hardly bem wartib winter 

The second stage was the guerrilla stage such as they are (^nying on bow. The idea is ID so l»ira$s 
the Japs that they will be worn down in ^iiit and in finances. This stage of the war is proving to be 
successful too* Ithas bcm mA that there never has beea a natiaa oiptured ivho carried on their war 
under a ^^tenaatic guerdlla method. It is msxp&mvm, @<^^^at^ely« and everlasdr^ 

llie tfntd ^igei;i;fll be the sqiie^^ tibat k, the final dnv|p^ ^ imm. Tins k to come vfbm 
JlpKiii U Vf^Bity m& Smmd^y broke. Dr^ Crandall with eyes gteammg, vibea that happens, if it 
does, it w31 be just like pulling out a fish hook. 

At ttns date» D^. Crandall says die Japanese have gone iii saoifices ttum tiie Ch inese. Japsmr 
ese are oittstii^ now teachers, sctratis^ professional mm and anyone who can o»xy a At 
homte^ <Hi the Ji^Kmese streets cmly old mm and are seen and women are takiug tma^s places in 
the fiusmncS and wotksteips. ^ ^Jtboug^ tite CSdnese sdld^ me not pud much, ndttu^ me 
the Japs, their mon^ coiim^ largely from ^ritat pilfer. In some ways China is the 

strongest she ever was because she is better otganisoed. 

OneWay^lalive^ 

Thropgliout tibis toritory the Ji^ have a^tiEe4 any stories of ttie cruelties there cannot be Gxag - 
gerated. Most of these cities were inmieiiuse mi pio^>erous Uke Omaha and Chicago, hi many 
instances now, oiUy a fif^oflhe population k left an^ 

Dr^ GnaktaQ teBs of the dty of Soochow, whidi she has visited mai^ tinEies because of its bt^mly. 
In all her travels she never has seen a more scenic city witfi lakes, mountains, resorts and silk naanu- 
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facturing pl^mts. Now this city is in rums and only a very few poor and old people remain^ wandering 
the stri^ ft has been practically annihilated. Hangchow and Huchow, cities of 600,000, are nearly 
in ruins. 

Througliout Ae am &e guerrilla bands still attack the garrisons. Unable to cope with the guerrillas, 
the Japs take their reprisals on the poor people and the fanners. For every Jap that i$ killed, ten 
fiomeis be^ain. 

Althou^ a comcious effort before the war was made by the Chmese government to curb the 
opium trade, the Japs have done all they could to encourage the use. Under the Japanese guidance 
and Ueaises« flte hotel ba^^ii^ has boiciaiad wittt opiim beds, prostitution and gambling. Sy sternal 
inspections are made by the Japs to see that none of their people are smoking the opium; only the 
Oiinese. 

Unable to pmfit otherwise the Japs are turning to the opium traffic. The idea is, so Dr. Crandall 
thinks, to get the habit established with the people and when they will not do without it, to tax them 
heavily. 

Our Foreign Policy. 

The following instance was told me by a man of and 1 was told not to tell, ihai is, any 

names. If you care to know, ask me personally and 1 can tell all. 

This man said tluit he was acquainted with a cartoonist drawing for some 150 papers in the country. 
One year he spends in Europe; the next in the Orient. He was in Shanghai when it was bombed by 
the Japs. 

He was in his hotel room one night when close by he heard a tcn'ible explosion. He ran out into the 
midst of it, like reporters are supposed to do. He stumbled over amis and legs, over dying people, fell 
in blood and brains of humans blown to bits. Hven at that he ran on to see what he could airiving at 
the place of the explosion. There, looking around with his flash-light he saw the cap of the bomb. He 
picked it up. looked at it and on it was printed the name , the American man ufacturer. 

This cartoonist told my friend, Mr. Doe, that he could not publish this story or tell it publicly or he 
would get in trouble with this manufacturer, but it was true never -the-less. 

Dr. Crandall and Rev. Davis both said Japan could not carry on a year were it not for the supplies 
furnished by the United States. Think, for example, of the scrap iron that has been shipped to Japan 
to blow the Chinese up with. 

More than that. Dr. Crandall says that American steel has a temper absolutely necessary that repairs 
come from here. Also she says our and quality that cannot be matched any place in the world. Most 
of the machinery used by the Japanese is of American origin and it is oil lubricates better than any 
other oil and it, too. is necessary to their existence. 

In that way, supplying the Japs with the machinery to cany on this great carnage. United States is, 
in a measure, party to the crime. The cancellation of the treaty lately is by all odds the thing to do, 
but should have been done many months before. 



A Few Tlungs to Think About! 



117 



September 6, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A EEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

War Talk 

Cooperatives Should Cooperate 
Short Shavings 

War Talk. 

At such times as this, with every one excited and talking of war, it is with the most difficulty for 
me to find any subject that is of interest It i^ difQcult for me to say anything about the war that 
everyone does not already know. 

Nevertheless, 1 am quite friendly with two men in N. L., and both of them are of more than average 
intelligence and are read far better than the average. One thinks England and France will surely win; 
the other thinks Hitler has the edge, l^n molined to believe the latter is nearer righL 

Over a long siege, England and France may win as fli^ did before, but Hitler has many advantages 
that the Kaiser did not have. For one Hitler has Italy as an ally. England and France have no place to 
attack and by the time they do find a vulnerable spot, Poland will be mopped iq> and Hitler will have 
all he is asking for tfy^. 

Another point that seems to be talked freely is that United States will be into it inside of three 
months — six months-^ year — or whatever time happens to enter the speaker's he^ 

1 will admit that the so-called money powers, or big-wigs hwe influences that we out here in the 
sticks do not have, but still I believe if everyone vowed and swung his arms all the time that we are 
not goii^ to into it, the influen^^ woukl t^moie in that line that it would if we calmly say to 'who 
ever we meet, "Oh, we'll be in it too, pret^ $mn" 

And taking it by and large, I eannot nndeas^d it aSL All of Pdand on a silVorpli^lgr would mt be 
wortb to Hitler wfa^t it war will cq^ m got it MlmS^ aliy^ with li^ ^imm^ buildings slandlp^ 
even imdor the dictatorship of Kifiir, would be hs^lte tei to be^sad md in 

The cost of ccHidacting a war B ir^n^idoi^. It is money spent mtirely d^dfiictioii. Let ns re- 
flect H tnisna^ tJi^ titoe im hud f^fl^ the 1!4 million (or about) to build our irrigaticai SfS^im, a 
deal deseed to build a land and make die pecqple mm& fmsp&mm mA off. But tiiat same 
amount of money in war, v/ovM be oiily a dr^ m the bucket, and tiiat would be for d estruction. 

CoQfreiatives Shoiild Coiqperate. 

A^&w wei^ ag@ I said tbat mSi at iSm iciieese &etory was al»o«tt sk a galloa I was 
called down for that several times, havii^ been told tibatby i^yfiiyi that I was defaming the cheese 
&ctoiy. 

Jt m ^mply a xmibar of fiigp:es» and itssm is m di^Oioning to it Cke fatBidmi pi^mds of milk toting 
y/z would W j^ounds of butterfat 3V2 times Mc 1M 98c delivered at ^e door or about 78 cmts as 
die trucker hauls it There is about I2M gaUoiES of milk to a hundml pounds or around 6c a gallon. 

Ev^ at ^at ^Alere is more money that vmf than to sell cream. There is a ^tss&t d^ate about die 
vato of skun milk, but the agriculture stations and experts say whey has a definite value. Mm^ 
claun in some ^sfeoices it is woith (^4ialf die valu^ of ^dm milk^ hat I ^ Bdt seguing Umi point 
The 3!4 pounds of cream si^parated fiom die inQk soM to the cheese ^tcnty, wmM bring 20c a 
pound or 70c. 
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Repeating what I have said at other thnes, I Aink it is an outrage that our cooperatives, aH 
establishai fisr tiie benefit of the farmers and the communities at large, should enter into such hard 
feelings with one wxi^^. Urn i^beole &<^r> buys cream and h^ at times quantities 0f the finest 
v^ey cream, and atl "Qm Is mat 0& to old Wm creameries, the very ones against whom thes^ 
^Ejoperatives were established in the beginning. Why could not our own coopCTatives cooperate, one 
buying cream of the other, ^o&or buying batter of ^ei^ie? 

There is enough difference in the price of milk and cream to chew the rag over at the present 
time. Some men have no use for skim milk and rather sell their whole milk to the cheese factory; 
s(^e wQ] sell whole wSSk even if ^^iteeeiA^ ^^ice as ramb wamy. There is bixsmess ai^ 
room in our two communities for both institutions and we should be thankful that we have both. It is 
too bad do not work together better. 

Short Shavings. 

My brother-in-law, C. W. Vredenburg, who has spent the summer in France, wanted to buy a knife 
for my son Dick as a present, and had to walk the city of Paris over before he could find one without 
a corkscrew on it. 

He is a linguist, and looking at the name North Loup he says the word "loup" means wolf in 
French. In other words, the name of our river is really wolf river. Some Frenchman, no doubt, named 
it thai in the early days. Had the meaning been that the river curved the spelling would have been 
loop. 

Telling him my brother lived in Aiicval, Calif, he said at once that aneval means oatfield. So my 
brother lives at Oatfield. Calif 

He says the people in Paris seem to be resigned to the war that is approaching. He says that it is 
quite possible that we here in U. S. would know more of the war situa tion that he who has been there 
all summer. He saw troops marching, saw the French moving out. saw them digging tunnels and 
bomb shelters, saw tanks and other indications of war. but other than what few things he saw he says 
he is no better posted than we here. There seemed to be more talk of war here than there, as far as he 
heard. 



September 13, 1939? 

[no date] 
Th&XMQmz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Made (^>c4iD Gity 
Vign0t&s> of a Vky Country 
Short Shavmgs 

Made Good M The €%. 

Itoold Gmm* ^mmAy of Noa:tti Loup, is another VaDey county bc]^» who in a small wA% "lias 
made good ill ttiiS dty." 

After the fonily Ml Nordi IiOa|i ^^udoM ^graduated fiom hig^ school and wanted to go to college. 
Bemg very short of mon^, college lRish:nes$ was somewhat of a problrai. Howevor, he went to 
Chadron, hoping to ent^ die normal school, there, all of wfaidi he did largely on fiiith and bDpe Itait 
he could make it somem^y. 
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Even in high school days he way quite a good musician, but this music ran more to less classi cal 
type and band playing. At Chadron he solicited a job playing in an orchestra. He was offered the job 
playing the trumpet providing he could play swing music. This he had never done, for swing music, 
in the minds of the people he had usually been with, had always been considered a sacrilege. 

He was faced with the fact of learning to play swing music or going home so he put himself to it 
and in a few days he had that <.^> conquered. He played with that orchestra the whole year making 
fifty dollars a month under the other leader. 

The next year he organized his own orchestra and for that and the following year he was the leader. 
By some accident the fellows got to calling him Johnnie Green and everywhere in the western part of 
the state after that he was known as Johnnie Green and it was Johnnie Green's ore hestra. They had 
regular schedules for playing and no doubt many of you have heard Johnnie Green's orchestra from 
the west state radio programs. 

Times got hard the last two years and he did not make so much as at first. They played mostly by 
ear. but he trained his players until they could buy a sheet of music and after the pianist had gone 
through it a few times the rest would join in and "awav thev would ^o." 

This is not quite all of the story cither. Besides earning his way and going to summer school, 
Harold finished and got his degree in three years and was offered a scholarship to the University of 
Nebraska in physics on account of his excellent work in that subject. He put in all his spare time (1 
was amused when he said spare time) studying different musical instruments and now he can play 
every instrument some, and a fev\' good. 

This year he has a position in the Ewing high school, teaching music, band, mathematics and 
physics. 

Vignettes Of A Dry Country. 

I have been told that Mira creek is running again after many years of dormancy. Many of the 
springs have opened up that for many years have been nearly forgotten. 

It all seems quite mysterious considering the present drouth. Some folks think it is because of the 
irrigation water that has been spread in the valley. One fellow thought that the tappmg of the oil 
wells in Richardson count\ released pressure that turned a spigot or gadget under the ground 
somewhere and started the springs again. 

On the east side of the river there is a little creek named Stewart creek. It ends on the Schudel fanri 
and heads up northeast of Sumter. Ever since 1 have known it. it has been dry except afier rains. But 
Otto Bariz says years ago it ran a continuous small stream and there were springs all along to furnish 
that water. More mystery. W'hy did they dr\ up? 

The fami on which Lyle Abney lives has a river bottom tract that never has failed to produce a crop 
of com on account of the closeness of the moisture to the surface of the ground. But this year it came 
nearer faihng than ever and the reason is laid to the fact that the river was low in the sununo: and 
consequently not the seepage. 

Whenever I pass the Payzant farm 1 think of the drainage tile he has implanted in his field to drain 
off the surplus water. 

Short Shavings. 

Doug Barber tells the story of how Ed Brace owed him some money once and Ed could and would 
pay if he just had a check book, which he didn't have out on the farm where he was. It was a long 
way to town and back and Doug needed the money at once. 

So. Ed took a shingle, a nice clean one, and wrote out a check on it and gave it to Doug. Doug took 
this shingle to town and presented it to the bank. The bankers studied over it a v/inlc and finely 
cashed the check, taking it and putting it in their files. 

I read a story once how a (X>iq)le of men were shipwreck^ on a desert island. One man was BbovA 
to die (and did) but first he wrote on the back of the other man, his will. The other man was saved 
and can you imagme the hellova time he had with the lawyers and county clerks oMce to file that 
will. 
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Then Doug told another story that he heard somewhere. It seen^ the bride had roasted a chicken 
ibi* the Thanksgiving dinner. When the young husband sat down to dinner he asked about the dres- 
sing aml^ tmde answefed t^ is so^res^g^ tia^ was m place it beeai^tU^ cMcken 
was not hollow. 



September 20, 1939 

The Quiz 

AHEWTHINGS 
TO THPIK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

A Horse! A Horse! 
Growing Farmers 
A Lucky Lad 
Doug Succeeds Too 

Random Thoughts Gathered at the Fair. 
A Horse! A Horse! 

Bill Fuss and his riding horse at the fair, are about as much a fixture as the ticket stand, and he has 
a fine horse this year too. It is dark bay with a stpr in her face: a three year old and broke like HO 
one's business. She will shake hands, and lie down, and when Bill asked her if she liked Mr. Gowen, 
^ nodded her head» Now that was gratifying^ for after these five years of writing this bunk, I was 
not sure there wa$ c5ven a ho^tb^ljyicedine. 

Bill and his nag took first among flie saddle h^es. The judge said that the horse in i tself only 
counted 40% and the rider and the way thehi^e acted counted 60%. So one can see that the judge 
must have had a good opinion of Bill to have awarded him the big ribbon. Walt Fuss took the red rib- 
bon, so one would conclude Bill a little the best looking of ihc two. But then it would not be quite 
policy to take the prizes away from the police. 

Regardless of the jok^, ttiese boys have &r ]pitinl imde a hobby of their saddle hemes, and a per- 
son would be a 1^ v^p would get &t a^dnst &em. EdU p£c&s eoM^Iooded^iite look 
Iikethc^ bai^ i6h0^5(g£g tsp^gd^ teiijaid than at mudi bett^ pl^. One last)^ fatoi^ti^er 
$150 at tiie G. 1. saddle horse sale. On another oci^^on he sold one to a commission man. He 
usually does not ke^ his horses long, dic^ a^ie brolw. 

C^YVidig Farmers. 

Tim baby beef bel<mging to the 4-H calf dNbs w^ sManiettiiBg a little more dian ordinary. I^ese 
calves we^ iii vexy good shi^^ i&f gmd cpalll^ aUd I did $ee a one that was not a m^it to ttte 
owner. Ju;^ how niucii j^cticalJ^owfej^s^^f cattle :feedn% ftie youngsters get ten sudi ti^di^ is a 
questloEii, but 0 it no more than k^ file dxiM's MeHG^ kee^^^ Mm from undesfrable 
infhioices, kii£|>ia]g his lp|i@nest at home iiiplac^ of at>i^y, it is wortii tbe eaauly. 

It is a qo^m too^ whethar we want our <ddMtm to gmw 19 to be frirmers. Si^y if we Ibou^t 
th^ wcndd Imve to go tibroi^ what the farmers have gone ifatidfii^ in this secticm for the last ten 
y^^ there are many iimgs better than ferming. I have beard it comm^ed <m nmny times; the frict 
of our extensive 4-H elu]% 01^ tixj^msme i^eolture tea^intg in poK^ a kid out mio a 

business that, in this country, ci^tf:^ id^Kiut^^^^^ a m^t^meil Mipe M my Qmgm &saQu T^ 

only person who can make a decent li^ong in such times as diese in the agriculture line, is fte teacher 
or those govomm^ employees ute are telUi^ iis whtf to d0; tel l^g m ^roything but bow to miSss 
it rain. 
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A Lucky Lad. 

While walking about the displays 1 saw Dr. McGinnis and a younu, fine looking fellow with him. 
Dr. caught my arm and introduced me to his son. and there is a strong resemblance between the two, 
although (don't tell Dr.) 1 believe the son is the best looking. 

The boy is going to medical college now. in Omaha. We talked a little of football and other things, 
and J told him he is a lucky lad to be able to go so long to school. There are many boys who would 
give their right hand to be able to go if the right hand would only pay the bill . 

I told him too. now that il is too late and my schooling days are gone forever, that if I had it to do 
over again, 1 believe I'd lake up medicine. But I feel a little as I heard a man say not long ago. 
Should he do it over he would be a missionary, and a medical missionary would be better. A person 
might be a missionary in our own land, in our own community. It is so disappointing to think only of 
the money one makes. 

Should one take up medicine with the prime object of helping the other fellow, the secondary ob- 
ject to make money, it is far better. Nine out of ten people fail in a financial way. but when one's 
object is service, even if he does fail financially, his life and efforts have not been wasted. One 
doctor I know, li\ing close by. must have acted under that spirit. He never has refused to give his 
services even in cases where he knew there would be no pay; he never has sued a person for a bill. 

When the chances of our own success seem almost nil. our hope centers on our children, and I 
would think I had succeeded quite materially if 1 could help my son go through medical college. 
Things will have to change in the fanning line, or we'll have to change our line before there will be 
many doctors blossoming out of these hills. 

Doug Succeeds Too. 

Tt is difficult to mention a few things at the fair without offend ing some who are not mentioned, but 
at that, it hardly seems we should pass up Doug Barber and the display he and his wife anangc c\ ciy 
year for the State fair and the Ak-sar-ben. It is a hobby \\ ith them and Doug says they never get paid 
if they figure their time. They gather their exhibits and specimens from over the county as be goes 
about, and it really is quite an honor to win third in a state as large as N ebraska. 

Each Cow For Its Place. 

Something should also be said about the dairy division of the fair. There was a nice di splay of Hoi- 
steins and Jerseys, most of them displayed by 4-H club members. 

It is the height of foolishness, many think, to try to make a business of milking beef cows. One 
would proclaim a lad crazy to take a Holstein or Jersey calf and try to feed it for a prize winning 
beef The same argument applies to milking whitefaces or shorthorns. They just aren't made for 
milk. On account of the ridicule the beef men ha\ e made of the dairy breeds many men insist on yet 
trying to make milk cows of the wrong kind of cattle. 

Fred Coe asked mc to take a look at the Holstein bull belonging to the creamery di splayed at the 
fair. I gave him a look but all bulls look alike to me. However the record of the dam of the bull did 
impress me. This mother cow gave 10 gallons of inilk a day for 90 days and that is a lot of milk for 
one cow. That is more than many people can say for three cows. 

As a final word to the fair management. 1 heard several say they thought it would be better if a 
good rain storm were ordered on fair days in place of wind storms. The managers were indeed unfor - 
tunate to run into such terrible days. 
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September 27, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THENK ABOUT! 

Written 1^ Geoiige Gowm 

Pop Com Days 
Fan Mail 
Short Shaving 

Pop Corn Days. 

Just what the secret is that makes the Popcorn Days bring such crowds of people to the town of 
North Loup is a mysten to ahnost cvei-yonc. and anyone who claims that city is sleepy, surely would 
take it back were thev there at that celebration. 

J. A. Barber, with others, attempted to count the cars about town Thursday and the count was 
around 750. Multiplied by five would give between 3.000 and 4.000 people. One may sec people 
from every comer of the county, from every nearby county. U is as much a homecoming fete as any- 
thing and almost every way you may look you sec someone shaking hands, laughing and saying 
"How are you anyway? I haven't seen you in a coon's age," 

Many people, once from N. L.. arrange their vacations so they may take in the celebration. Local 
salesmen likewise arrange their vacations so they can stay home. Two families at least were there 
from California, many from Grand Island, Dr. O'Neal from Bluehill, Gerald Hogan from Omaha and 
other places beyond number. The people on the street, both afternoon and evening, were like flies 
around a molasses barrel. 

The exhibits are small but quite good. They were not better than the county fair, but different. 
There was a hobby show and it was quite interesting, it promising to be better another year. A 
quilting exhibit too, and a hooked rug display were interesting. Mrs. Da\ e Bredthauer was asked 
how this compared with the Worlds fair in New York City, and she rqiUed, '1 saw nothing like this 
there." 

The open air program at night is nothing to go miles to see, but they go anyway. The Popcorn 
Queen is Gsowned each year^ the same thing over and over agai n, but a new queai each time^ and it is 
an honor, coveted secretly no doubt, by all the girls. She rules Popcorn land for the coming year with 
an iron hand, and this work is the most trying in tib^ ®trenu ous times. Three bands, N. L., Burwell 
and Scotia, all tooted together for part of me program and that was a lot of mx^cpiled in a heap. 
The KMMJ entertainers were all that were paid. Some thought them fine, some not ^ fine, but 
everyone stayed to hear it out 

The floats, outside the homecoming feature, is pcobably the big tibii^ of the c^bration. Almost 
ever>^ school, church and club in this section stages a float, they even come from as far as Horace, 
Scotia and Mira Valley at times. Dozens of people chip in to build these floating pictures, the making 
taking hoisrs tm sutosr pe^le^ the display taking only a few minutes. But everyone likes th^, those 
that see them as well as th^ that bMUd th^Biit 

It is a big time too for romance. Geo. Round said there no law against romancing on Popc<»n 
Di^ and I guess the youAg Jbtlks must h^e found tihat out too. While the old folks are ^liow are you 
miyvmyts^" fte ymwgst^ wt makii^ ait each other, grabbing hands, and "snuckin' o£P' up and 
dQf««% 1^ aiui dcmn, xe^ andibm the $tceet 

im0lB^ thing that helps bring the people is that tepe are no gate tick^. Hie bus iness men all have 
to kick in a little and tickets are sold for a quarter. However, if a man is poor enou^ and we all are 
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around here, he can bring his faniilN . see the parade, entertainments and exhibits without spending a 
cent. He can turn his kids loose, and unless lhe\ fall in knc, they are about as sale as they would be 
at home, and at home you know, there is the danger they may never iali in love, whieh niiglil be 
worse. 

The different merchants offered prizes to be drawn by lottery for the tickets purchased. Some of 
these lucky ones were interesting. Geo. Boettger got the first prize. Win. Darges drew a finger wave 
and shampoo at Ann's beauty shop. John Urban got an electric radio and he does not have electricity. 
A man in Hastings received two family tickets to the N. L. movie. Dickie Hutchins drew a free meal 

at Hawkes cafe. 

After years of running P. C. Days, a system has been worked out so it is not such a task. Most 
everyone has something to do during those days and most eveiyone enjoys it too. If it is nothing else 
we forget our troubles for a while. The same men usually put up the lights, the same pop the com, 
the same act as policemen, of which up to date there has been little use. 

And that brings me up to Clark Rob\ . He was awarded the ribbon, as usual, of being special police. 
Someone doubted his qualifications for that task saying. '''You>e too shallow chested for a 
policeman." The questioner patted Clark's protruding stomach. "Sec there, your chest has slipped 
down. Pull it up.'' 

"Nope," Clark rephed. "That's just where it belongs. Tm one of these underslung models. I'm built 
for speed." 

Fan Mall. 

The following letter was received the other day; 

Sterling. Colo. 
Dear George: 

You touched on a subject that has been a Jam on my mind for a long time. It is nothing more than 
Nebraska, sc^ called white spot, and advertised on big billboards down the Republ iean valley. 

it is a joke to anyone who has paid taxes in Nebraska. We have a sales tax in Colorado (also a Ser- 
vice tax) and it is a just tax as everyone helps pay it. relief workers, visitors and all. 

Nebraska saddles a cent extra on gas to pay it's relief and old age pensions; then crows about it" 

^'ours truly, 

Hd Helbig. 

Short Shavings. 

Edgar Davis says he remembers a governor saying a few years ago in regard to the roads of the 
state. "We have finallv wi Nebraska out of the mud." 

It was told me that Chas. Johnson cut and put into a silo 90 acres of c(Mn fodder and from that 90 
acres one small nid)bin was found. That's not bad. Some didn't even get fodder. What's Charley got 
to howl about? 

The N. L. Loyalist says, concerning the poultry show at the Co. fair, 'including the famous tur- 
kens, a cross between the turkey and the hen." This is not true. Turkens are not a hybrid of the turkey 
and hen. Turkens are a breed of poultry. 

Mrs. Gus Wetzel says it will not freeze until it rains. Now, now, Mrs. Wetzel. 1 have known it to 
go nine months with [the rest is missing] 
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October 4, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by GecH^e Gowen 

A Guest Writer. 

Note: The following are a few high points brought out at Fort -nightly club where my wife was 
leader for the day on the subject of International Relations. She deser\ es the credit for this. G.G.G. 

Part of the lesson was a talk by Frank Lilenthal of which is quoted, it was an infonnal talk, he 
trying to convey the thought that we should by all effon stay out of war. The height of his 
enthusiasm came when the Jews were mentioned. He likes them little better than the famous Hitler. 

Frank Has Had Enough War. 

My mother died when I was small. My father was killed in action six weeks before the close of the 
war. Had the war closed six weeks sooner, no doubt my father would be alive today. 

*'I became aware, as I grew up, that there would surely be another war. Upon receipt of funds from 
my aunt in America, I came here in 1925 to try to escape that war. 

"There are comparatively few rich people in Germany. A person's status is pretty much sealed at 
birth. If one is bom a farmer, there is little chance of ever becoming anything else. 

"Another reason for the move was the uncertainty of hfe and friendship. Already in 1925 secret 
police were operating. One dared say nothing against anything for one's closest friend might be one 
of the secret police. Hitler had begun his climb for power before 1 left andl saw him cmce and heard 
him speak, although it was a big crowd and I was in the background. 

"A couple of years ago T was visiting with my brother. The question of naturalization papers arose, 
and I advised my broths that the two dollars for the first p^)ers were too cheap to take the chance of 
being called back. 

"Here 1 have a car, can come and go, eat and ^ikaitpast as I please. In Qeam^y, wdi-to-do 
had bicycles to ride. Our meat and pro visiic^ portioned out. We farmers nevCTment hungry but 
many city people did during the other war on account of the blockade. It was the economic situation 
that whipp^ Gmnany. 

"There were various ways to gel food. A permit had t0 be obtained to even butcher, own beef. 
My imcle had a steer die, by accident (the accid^t pmposel/ arranged). After dark we carried the 
meat into the house by lantern light. 

"Here we go to bed at ni^t with all assurance that w@ ^ise safely in the nKyming. There, we 
never knew or felt safe upon retiring, what would be in store forv& before dawn, 

"The German people are religious. My last letter from my uncle said they w^eee istill going to 
the same church exactly as we usad to. He s^iK^biiig to the effect that f^^gidii lu^^l^ 
with. M frir as I could tell the lett^ were never censored. However, I have not heard from tfiere for 
almost a year now. 

"The Versailles treaty is given tiie blame fm ftiis vm* Hid Fr^ddlilM WttsoA i6$ W$Sf the ttealy 
would have been dif^^tent. But he was tak^ sick and did not return to put his principles into Ihe in - 
stnim^t As a result it was a grab-t^ for everyone.'' 

Poin^ from Othj^ Talks: 

Afi^ the Munich cc»i&[aace, and Gmnany was teddi:^ iadi^Q^ $0c^m^ Feted grahb^ a diunk 
frona CzeehcKsjbva^. She planted Iier army near the border and said, "give it ova* or else." It was 
diffo^t y/hen Bitkat wsmted Danj^g^ 
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Danzig was the capital of West Prussia before the Versailles Treaty. It is largely of German 
population. There are more Jews in Poland in proportion to the population than any other country on 

earth. Some cities and towns there arc noihinu but Jews. 

Many think the pact of Hitler willi Stalin will result in Hitler's downfall. The price he has to pay 
for the friendship will cost Hitler too much and will eventually cause trouble. 

One of the smart things Hitler has done is to keep italy out of the war. If Ualy would go to wai* with 
either side, it would benefit the Democracies. 

The Brenner pass in Italy is the one weak point on the border and the easiest way for France to en- 
ter Germany. If Italy were fighting with Hitler, France could whip her easily, it is thought, and that 
way get access to that pass. If Italy was with the democracies, they would have access to that pass. 
Adolf should go to the head of the class for that move of keeping Italy out. 

The fortifications along the French-Cierman border are the most extensive in the world. It is 
thought the Maginot hne is stronger than the Siegfried, al though both are stnMig. 

Most of these forts are built under ground. .Along the surface are many barbed w ire fences, pitfalls, 
mines and strong cement barriers to stop tanks. Should the enemy pierce the line, the defenders may 
run back underground and catch a segment of the enemy ahead of them and mow them dow n w ith 
machine guns. One of the biggest slaughters of the American Army in the World War was made by 
this scheme. 

Billions of dollars are being spent on these fortifications. We might compare our own borders 
betw ecn Canada and L . S. w here only roads are watched for criminals and duties, where there are no 
cannons or no fear of invasion. 

Wholesale Counterfeiting. 

The last Satevpost has an article telling of the huge counterfeit scheme Stalin engineered. He had 
printed and put into circulation great quantities of U. S. SlOO bills and they were made so expertly 
that no one in Europe could tell the difference. Counterfeit experts in U. S. discovered them and 
proclaimed them the most perfect they ever saw. The Russians even bought a bank in Germany to 
distribute the bills. Thev were sent from this bank to Ne\\ York where the bills were detected and 
returned. It broke the bank in Germany. The scheme caused great trouble everywhere but the 
Russians seemed to enjoy the venture. 

It will be much harder to star\e Gennanv in this war than the World War bv the blockade of Ens- 
land, although this blockade will make life miserable for them. No important country can li\e unto 
itself without outside trade. English ships hav e carried a large percent ol Cicrman trade and now the 
few German ships arc in great danger b\ leaving port. The English navy may go further toward 
wiiming the war (if they do win) than we think. 

We Are In Luck. 

If we would take the United Stales and have each state a sovereiuntv unto itself with borders 
guarded and fortified, with different races and languages, and each state jealous of the other, and 
each ruler selfish beyond measure, one would see the mess Europe is in. 

Hveiy day we should thank the .Almighty powers that we live in a country like this, one off the 
pathways of the world, one where w e are not desirous of grabbing another country to make slaves of 
the people, one where we can talk, cat and act more or less as we please, one where we can plead 
with ilic go\ cming powers how to act, one where if they do not act as the majority wish, we can vote 
them out without losing our beads. 
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October 11, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoige Gowm 

From Farm to City. 

Ivan Canedy. who recently had a sale and moved away to Missouri, and who lived south of North 
Loup on what was called the Old Cress place (the one where years ago the horse thieves stayed all 
niuht) told someone and the\ told me that right there in a group are now seven idle fanns. I was talk- 
ing w ith someone else and that someone else started counting the idle fanns in that vicinity and he 
counted ten. 

Harry Miller had a trip to Albion the other day and be began to notice the idle farms as they drove 
along. Repeatedly they noticed line large sets of buildings with no curtains on the house windows. 
They started counting and the first ten they passed, eight were idle. I ha\ e been told by peddlers and 
agents that Boone cotmty is the worst hit and this same someone told me that the last hardware store 
in Albion is closing out. 

Most of these farms have once been prosperous as can be proved by the improvements standing on 
them. Some of the land should never have been broken up. The rough land that has been broken is 
practically worthless in times like these. Nothing will grow there that is eatable and it is doubtful if 
grass will ever come back again. 

Another peculiar coincidence is that for the first time in many years the houses in the town of 
North Loup are practically all filled. Just who these people are and where they came fitnn we don't 
quite know but some are farmers cm* farm hands that have moved io. 

News From Afar. 

Following are a few sentences Scorn my mother's letter firom Long Beach, Calif., wri ttea September 

25: 

"We have had 10 days of hot weather here, ''unusual" 96 to 98 degrees. It was hard on everyone. 
34 deaths in Los Angeles. Then yesterday it commenced to rain. A big wind at sea. Today floods. It 
did not seem to be a storm at all. Just a nice drizzle. No wind to speak of, no lightning, no thun der. 
The waves Wire kigb and houses, stores and streets on sea level flooded. Where Nola lives is a high 
bank at the ocem sotiiey did not get flooded. All sebools out for two days^ 34 drowned and missing. 

Where I was Working 1 could see the waves. It was grand but when one thinks of the depths and 
extent of the ocem it is terrifying. 

Another note sent on Sept. 27 said: "Mercury has fallen. It looks like another ^orm. Over a 
hundred have perished abm^Ay. I mi working at the Kennedy rest home and went home to bed and 
thought I was gwig to have an attack of rheiunatism agam but did not go clear down as before . 

Got a chance to woik for $3.00 a day and it cufed me almost entirely.** 

At the musical fe^val at CNiod IslaiMl last weei^ ^ ^ry became circulated fteit at someplaoe in 
the city the visits couM gp$ a fiee hmiAi iC nooo* Annabelle Kirk md TheloifltBartaii of Scoda 
wanled tfiat free hm^ via^ badfy but lad no idea v^bste to go to it Spyiag a policeman, Thelma, 
wifli ts^4a&m^ wicked i^ and a^asd him whem ttie plaee^was. 

This po^mma knew the lociSiM but told the gifls to j«»t vii^)Edk the police staitioii diid aisk 
thCTd. Tlie gitis ifemumed at ffmg m tlieie but die policOTian insist^ s^in^ ^'Go on in, they won't 
bite." They hardly dared not obey an officer. 
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So they went carefully in. fearing dire results, such as jail. publicil> . disuracc. and told the chief 
their troubles. The chief was polite and asked the girls to be seated a minute. He then called a cruiser 
car to the door, put the girls in the back seat and they were transported "with police protection" to the 
free dinner. 

Worth Trying. 

A lady told me the other day that her family never thought they liked tomatoes. She also said that it 
seemed that one or all of her children had a cold all the time in the winter. More, she said that 
somewhere she read that tomatoes w ere one of the best antidotes for colds that there was. 

As a consequence she canned up a lot of tomatoes and required her kids to eat them whether they 
liked them or not. She said she did not know w hether the tomatoes were the cause of it or not but her 
family ceased having colds and when one would get a cold they would discover they had neglected 
the tomato juice. Another feature of the story was that the kids came to the point w here they liked 
tomatoes, which was worth the trouble even though the cold idea might have been imagmation. 

Short Shavings 

The report is that Art Stillman is moving to a fami south of Scotion next spring; Chas. Otto is 
moving to an irrigated fann west of Burwell; Henry Geweke has rented the Wetzel land that Mr. 
Otto works and his hired man will li\e in the Paddock house; Eugene Brown is movinu to farm north 
of the Scotia cemetery^ Chas. Otto's boy will continue to farm the Cunningham land, batchmg it 
while he works. 

Mrs. Hemphill says in regard to the war that she is neutral. She says she does not care which one 
whips Hitler. 

My daughter's name is Geraldine. Merril Sample's son's name is Gerald Dean. 

Dr. George Thomgate. once a North Loup boy. (brother of Mrs. J. A. Barber) who recently went to 
China by the w ay of Europe w as arrested in Ciermany for taking pictures with his camera. He was 
unharmed by the anest but his pictures and films were taken and destroyed. 

Art l3abcock. who has always been the most ardent republ lean in the county (with the possible ex- 
ception of Claud Romans) and who dislikes Roose\elt thoroughly and continually, is for him in his 
foreign policy and neutrahty ideas, and Art now is even caught saying a good word for the President 
now and then. 

Annuel Frazer said that in one instance grasshoppers actually did him good. He had a com field, a 
pretty good one too. that the grasshoppers attacked. As fast as they would eat off an acre of com 
from the edge. Annuel would go out and plant sorghum where it was eaten off Before the first of 
July he had planted the whole field of corn to sorghum. Now he has a nice crop of sorghum, w hile if 
the grasshoppers had not eaten the com, it would have still been there and the drouth would have 
taken it. 

October 18, 1939 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Poultry Column 
Good Samaritan 
Short Shavings 

Iti mi6ag to ibiet W<»id4Iendd Maiy Lane dq)artisiectt a 6m days ago, n forty year old mm Vfbo 
bad had several voy re^xmsible positions was in ttie depths of despair because he could find m one 
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toldteliimi^din. He^iidta&foryLaQe,**The govenmeiitslKmldtdQeiisoldi^ 

young ^oes al licmie tb wchIl Na one wfll hro anyone forf/lme add we old naea cmHA fira the 

i^nnons as well as the young,** 

Gal Homer, who c^e Smn Kansas last spring to woik for Aific@d Cfaristensen, was working for a 
iR^Iesale house. On his fortieth birthday the paymast^ came mjmd and said, '^We're sorry. You're 
a good hand but you're forty." Three others were laid off Aat week because of their birthdays and 
younger noien were hired in their place. The main reason for laying off these men is that the insurance 
rate is much higher on men over forty, so consequently only young men are hired. 

Harry Johnson, who has been around, says the sanie^ The otAy kind of work he can get is some job 
that he creates himself or salesman's jobs. He says there is no use trying to get an ything else. 

Although we have no use for Hitler and none of us want this country to go to war above all things, 
still the administration of affairs in Germany might be a little food for thought. Letters that come 
from there say that everyone is busy in that country and they work far more than forty hours a week. 
They are building forts, armaments, guns, battleships, and the young men are going to war. 

Here, great numbers of men arc seeking anything to do. Although we boast of having such a 
wonderful country, still there arc many of our people who are not having these line things, hardly 
enough to cat and wear. 

It seems funny a country not drained by the ravages of war has the prosperity of a great portion of 
people al such a low level. 

Garden of Eden 

HcniA Sautter, of Scotia, is moving to Missouri. He has bou^t a farm within a mile of Morris 
Rcndall. VVhiic there he saw Collins, Arch Jcffcrics and other Valley county people. 

I haven't room here to tell of the wonders of that Ciardcn of Hdcn. as told by Henry. I can't help but 
think that he saw the best side of it first, but we'll not argue the point at this time. I asked him how 
high the taxes were there, iie said on the 180 acres he bought, the taxes were $80.00, or about 44 
cents an acre. 

Then 1 asked about the schools and he said they were consolidated and the busses ran close to his 
door. He said the bonds were paid on the buildings and they planned to build another builduig with 
Federal help. 

H\ cn yet I could not understand it all. In the North Loup district where there are no bu sscs the taxes 
arc around SI. 50 an acre. In the Scotia consolidated district, where they run busses, the taxes are 
higher yet and the unpaid bonds and taxes in both places are enomious. Efforts have been made in 
both places lo cut expenses, shaving the teachers" salaries etc. and still maintain a good school. 

"There is a nigger in the wood pile somewhere." 1 said, "if they have fine consolidated schools 
there with busses hauling the children back and forth, at 44 cents an acre." 

He smiled and said, "They ha\ c a sales tax there. When one bu\ s something he hardly thinks of the 
extra cost of the pennies, but they count up like e\ei-ything in the treasurer's ofQce.* 

Needs an Adding Machine 

Joe Fisher got out his pencil and the advertised delinquent tax lists published lately and added up 
the unpaid real estate taxes in the city of North Loup and in that one little hamlet alone there are 
nearly SI 6.000.00. Ever\ real estate owner complains that his taxes are oppressive and they arc, too. 
One or two houses are taxed nearly a hundred dollars and those same houses will not rent for $10.00 
a month. 

Joe says that this is not all the story either. He says that the list grows larger and larger each year, 
and the total is the biggest this year of ever. Joe is well informed on such matters. He has been on the 
county board, township board, city board, assessor and many other public offices. He mamiams that 
under conditions like these, it is time to retrench on the spending program and give the tax payer a 

breathing spell. 

Some people do not quite agree with Joe. As a whole, officials are attemptmg to make the money 
do the most possible. The trouble is that the income is not enough. The trouble is that the property 
will not carry the tax load. There must be some other way to raise money than to simply sacklle more 
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msok time on the realty or soon we will come to the point that the taxes will confiscate our whole set 
up. 

Hctb we live in the so called white -spot of the nation. There is no state bonded debt, no i ncome tax, 
no sales tax. The state is in good shape but our local units are so far behind and so heavily taxed that 
it off-sets all the good shape the state is in. 

The Finfs 

George Jackson, who lives south of North Loup, tells me that he has concluded he is not smart. He 
says he read in the Qui/ how some people got their groceries and rent paid and he has not been able 
to get his. 1 disagreed with George that he wasn't smart so he modified that and said both he and I 
are smart enougli; the trouble is we can't get anyone to pay any attention to what we say. 

October 25, 1939 

TheOrdC^ 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

WrittOT by George Gowot 



Can't Believe 'Em 
Makes It Nice 
Advisory Column 
Whoppers 

Can't Believe 'Em 

Albert Brown and family are moving to Washington, after having lived on the same farm on the 
east side of Valley county for nearly sixty years. After visiting Washington fer two years he re turned 
and had a sale the other day selling the accumulation of things from all those years. Furniture dating 
bmk^ imndred years mts sold and Bibles and books, written in Germany, ovorahimdred years old 
v^ere pitt under the hamn^at one dollar a hundred. 

Bert was not to anxious to go but his folk^ are all in Washington and he would mt leave them and 
come back alone. When he and Mrs. Brown arrived here the other day and looked around a little they 
said they never realized things were as bad as they aie. 

In telling of the great quantities of fruit in that country they told the story of a lady who came from 
Nebraska and had the feeling she should can all the fruit she could her hands on. Her son had a 
job in a &iit sacking plant and before the lady knew it she had 90 quarts of pears canned and fifteen 
bushels wrapped in papet in the cellar to eat fresh. 

About that time her son cmm home ot^ day and mid to his mofltec^ *^@te has just been 250 
bushels of pears turned dowsi at Ibe pa^ldfig plant and ti)^ will be dunq)ed out** 

*^Get than and ril cm ttiras," the woman exclaimed not thinking of die quantity she already had 
and hmr tmn^ 2S0 bu^k mSly yamt. 

Mrs. Bttii!^ llKi^^ £md wetit to say* ^ do not Wimr about the tnitii tif tbtt i^t0iy, Itwm jmt 
one of jokes timt was told on a N^Smshm and pnd^ly miB psslty Ing. Something like the 
grassfa(^per stories of this country you folks teE^ JiM as if we migjit be strobing things a little. 

OQ^tiEe^ between the two of Hew and San Franc^co in being able to find no year 
but 1939 to ha^ a World's Wmr and both M#dg it tibe $mm ^am hme no^ng on towns of 
ValS^ cmtt^. Botih Bcrp Com days at North Loup and the County Fair at Qrd have then: dates set to 
occur on the s^i^ dir;^ 

Thosis pecfite in ch^tg^ of E Pays at North Loup are a little peeved at the incident and at the Isist 
consultation there was no dispo^tion on th^ piort of ihose in clmgp to change tibe^^tes on accoimt of 
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Ibe &&r. say &ey set their dates for their next years celefaration ahnost a month ago and the Mr 
board came out much later widi dieir dates. 

It makes an interesting incidiait for us outsiders but it puts us^ too, in a quandary to know which 
way to turii 0or ears on those one and only dfl^ fiMra cd^iafion in ViEdl^ Coiuity. 

Advisory Column 

A rather pecidiar incidmt occurred a while ago to Ll^yd Van Horn i^K>n his purchase of a lesi- 
dmce property in Vkxik Lotip. Be sidd to me, and he was a Wie put out about it too, that he diot^ 
he was buying six lots but'vv^ra it come to tte real purGhase act* the &vmet sbM hib was go i ng to sell 
only four and he was trying to hold out two lots on ttie back. 

I took Lloyd gently by the arm with one hand and placed my other firmly over his mouth. 1 lead 
him carefoUy away from die curious mob. I was ^rftd ttat flie insanity boaitt would hear him com^ 
plaining. I soon saw that Lloyd was capable of sound reasoning and he just had things twisted for die 
nounce. 

*Tor gosh sakes man,*' I said *l>e quiet, he is only trying to be honest with you. All the good on 
earth those extra two lots woidd be to you would be to pay taxes on and they will be appraised at 
fifty dollars a piece. It is a little like the sand-hill land deed story where a man bought one section but 
when he looked at the deed he found the seller had pulled a fast one and deeded him two." 

Lloyd went off a much happier man and a much quieter one. Now if there is anyone else who needs 
some good advice 

Whoppers 

The first man has no chance and now Til luivc to tell the last ones about vacant farms in this 
country. Someone figured up that liert C'uniniin s farm to North Loup about 12 miles going east 
from his place and then north into town, there are 25 idle famis. 

Roy Williams says from his place into town which is about 8 miles there are 21 idle farms but 1 do 
not know how far off the road he counts. 

Cliff Goodrich. v\ ho runs the mail route down thai way, says he has 50 less mail boxes than at his 
high time a feu years ago. 

Vein Robbins. who runs around the country just a little bit now and then, says it is worse in Gree - 
ley and Boone County. 

And here are a few prize packages about the big harvests in this counir\ . If anyone can report to me 
a better (or worse) story, I'll be their Dutch Uncle and give them one week's subscription to the 
Quiz. 

Ford Hyerly said thai from Jake Earnest's farm (we always thought a pretty got)d farm too) his 
taxes were over S200.00 on the quarter and he got lor his share 7 bushels of rye this year. 

£d Lee said from three quarters he got a few loads of cane. He (ihe rest is missing] 
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The Old Quiz 

AmwTHmm 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Something Extra 
Loyalty 

Times Not So Bad 
Short Shavings 

Something Extraordinary 

At the Fortnightly Ladies club last week my wife reports that Mrs. Fred Bartz read a short one act 
play that she liad written and Mrs. Gowen, who enjoys such things, said that for an anmteur it was 
something extra. 

It was a story of a woman who had always felt it a duty to stay at home and care for her family, 
never going away from her work. Suddenly she decided to go to a club meeting in another town bat 
did not dare tell her folks. She went, leaving them on their own. 

The men at home encountered all manner of difficulties, one trying to boil hamburger. They finally 
realized tfie mother who they had nev^ thought much of before, was indispensable, and then 
there came word that a car with a groi^ of ladies in route from the club meeting had been wrecked, 
injuring sev@ml. The story has a happy ending ho \\ ever. 

Mrs. Gowen says there w&m e&ms^es and sub^dinaaxes at the propyl' places and ^dbs^derizcitions 
that were fine. It was humorous too, and the i^fli^ 0f Mr$t Bartz, prop^ and precise as she is, 
writing and reading slang phrases of the mm was very amusing. 

Loyalty 

A discussion in the oil station the other day resulted in quite a little feeling. The feeling arose when 
it was said that certain people in the community thought Hitler and his government was all right and 
they hoped he would win the war etc. One man in the vicinity is a communist, or at l^t he ^Iks like 

one. 

The preponderance of opinion in the oil station i?^ tiiat these ^01^ if 
they think it is 9P jSne. We havecojx^, inthis cc^w fcGV^fimh^Gm ^tmathmi 

of lib€^. We ate all thankful tet we Hve here in place of ittiere, and these fo^ who talk in 
sympathy wi<h Hitler and Stalin, and thdr dkib^ lo^e not mal^lig tiimnsel^ popular. 

We have a land h@r^ of fr^ $pi^ afldflj^ttQy^t^ people can talk as they pl&m. It h iWt ttot 
altc^gite. It is loyalty i&af vm e3qpGct^ loyalty to the best and nicest eouni^ y^ deemed, imper&ct as 
it mig }3^. We are iQ^g tm^ to set aii eiapq>ie to the G&m tisOiom, ^lat akmg mth tiie freedom of 
speech and actioiis imknown in odierplac^ we^oi, Odd's hel^ 1^ out of ^a^. 

Times So 

When John Stniltz, \^o has beeUt livfaig on ttie Brown fartp and t«ho is really an old timer of 
this mn^^^ deot^ to wmt m WmS^gtm wi&i Bspml's, John felt he mu3t fr^ iziake a tnp to 
Lincoln and see Im im^s& ^asm. Itpm that decision^ Ihal^ prioelaimjed, ^ tibitf event Fll 
have to get my hair cmlwd. I sh^ly mU ^pt go (town to Lincoln looking like a wild Indian." (You 
mmmS^ wild Indians have sbat#t baSz.) 

So Friday mmning John and Mrs. Shultz we^ to Lot^ to get h^ tudr curled. They f&md the 
beauty woman so bu;^ she could not get to Mrs. Shultz for several days. Not to be outdone, Shultzs 
then drove mi to Ord. 



A Few Things to Think About! 



132 



At Ord Hkey visited three beau^ parlors and found each one of tiiem as bu^ as Ifae one in North 
Loup. Finally at the fomtih ime v^ere four operators were working under high pressure^ Mrs. Sbultz 
found a booth at which by waiting a viMte^ Ac could get tran^RHcxned &om looking like a wild todian 
to an Axsemm wSk co^^ir^ 

Now several deductions can be drawn fix>m dus little ibicidcitt* Ify^^ Sfaulfz ssyii she knidvW$ mm 
business sb^ would ad^dse a girl getting into. No ottier places m town had &e trade that tibiese 

had. 

Someone^e ii^dtoded fl^ I was all wmg vAien I wsM fhat lSm»^ Imrd hi ftdls country. Timm 
seems to be mon^ 1^ hair dressing, for mvies, for b^r, for ^c^ball games, for automobiles, for 
gasoline. This someone said ttiese things are not essential of life and surely would not come before 
the purdtt^ of pc>tiitoes, clotiies and tike Mke. Hmes att not so had 1^ ail^ all. 

Short Shavings 

Jim Leth, wto lives ni»th of Scotia, has been picking his com, and inasmuch as fractions always 
woe troublesome to him he Is in a little difBoilty. From oi^ fifiy-seven acre field he picked six and 
a third bushels of com and he has to give two-fiifiis to tiie temOcsd and he lordly knows how modi 
to give. Of course he could weigh it but hated to drive his team to town just for tl^t Then too he was 
a little troubled to know how much an acre the field made. 

Mrs. E. J. Babcock who fell down cellar the other day and broke her arm said she has lived in that 
same house with the same stairway for fifty years and no accident has ever occurred there before. 
She says that they always knew it was a dangerous passage and always used care in mounting it and 
now after all these years the accident occurred. 

In digging up the Indians west of North Loup, someone asked the man in charge how Ion g it would 
be before someone would start digging us up. He was asked loo if he did not think those live Indians 
who buried their dead there did not think at the time their folks were buried for good. The thought 
occurred to another that wqth people in the country so poor they were going w iihoul the necessities of 
life, thai liub a funny way to spend the money of the state. 
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Fanners All Wrong 

Alfred Christensen, who lives on the fringe of Valley county to the east has some of the best white 
hogs in this seotUmof the state. He showed at three diffei)rat£^ this fall and never won prize lo^n^ 
than third place at any fair. At Ord there were three conq)etitots but the juc^ said ttiat Alfred*s were 
so much better than any of the others they need not bother to take them out of the pen in the wind 
and dust to be awarded. £^ also said one hog of Alfred's was good enough to make coiqi^tion at 
any show in the United States^ 

Granting fimn 1h^ wpf^ that his hogs imA be e^edally poweced hogs, an interesting 
situatioii develops. Evoy jrestr Affiled has sonie boars to sell When fmaetwiBss to buy a h^ 
Alfred can haidly sdS ai^frung but a ^Kirt dnifil^ iypo. CMty as a last resort can he sell a rangy 
taiiibQW type afh^ ssA Smp&ail^ h$s not been able to sell them at all. 

But to take the pize ajt the frdis» Alfred has to have tibe lasgy or at l^»t serf too chnfl^. It puts 
Alfred in a peculiar position to be able to win prizes at frie &irs an^ 
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It is too bad the farmers in this section do not know a good kind of hog to raise and have on the 
farms. Perhaps a little educational program along tliat line would be in order; or is it the judges that 
need the education? 

Fish Stories 

Harry Miller of Scolia says he was invited to Burwell to a fishing party by Dr. Holson, who used to 
live in Scotia, and who, Harry says, does little else except practice his dentistry and fish. Hany says 
Dr. Holson knows more about fishing than anyone he ever saw. 

They tried fishing in the afternoon but with little luck. Then as it began to get dark the fish began to 
bite. Harry said they caught rock bass as fast as they could pull them out. He said the darker the 
better and the fishermen couldn't see the bobber or lines at all. The only way they could tell they had 
a bite was to hold the lines tight and pull when the fish started away with them. 

And now here is a real fish story told by Bert Brown who lives in Washington, having just moved 
there from here. He says it is no fun to fish there for the limit one can catch is 25 po unds. He says at 
certain times the fish go up stream so thick and fast all one has to do it to reach over in the water 
with the dipnets and throw the big tish on the bank. 

A Few War Facts 
Bv Mrs. Gowen 

To fight a defensive war is far the easiest and the most economical. Both sides along the western 
front appear to be waiting for the other to take offensive. If one should start, the other would simply 
proceed to mow them down from their mechanical fortifications. As a result, neither starts. With 
machine guns now days, an army does not fire so many more bullets than in former wars as one 
would think. A machine gun. of course, is capable of firing hundreds of bullets a minute, but soon 
the chamber is empty and more shells are needed. It takes one small army to fire the guns, another 
bigger one to carry the shells up to the gunner from the rear. And these shells are heavy. A soldier 
can carry ammunition to last only a short time. 

About all the war there is now is on the sea and among the diplomats. Although the English have 
lost quite a lew ships, they claim they have captured enough German ships and goods to offset the 
loss. 

The longer the war lasts the way it is going the beUer it is for the French and English. Germany 
keeps getting hungrier and the opponents better prepared. It is a fact that Gennany never lost a quick 
war; she ne\ er won a long one. Both sides know this and this is the reason it is thought Germany will 
try to make a lightning campaign soon. 

It is not thought Russia will be much help to Gennany. Russia is the most backward nation in 
Europe and never has been able to feed her own people, say nothing of shipping food out to Ger- 
many. The people are not loyal either and subject to revolution. 

In spite of the submarines. England still is mistress of the seas. The place where this pinches Ger- 
many most is that they do not have oil enough to begin to operate tlieir mech anized army. They have 
tried other iiiels in thek thousands of airplanes but they do not operate as they should on anything 
but gasoline. 

Hitler lately has been trying to pick a fight with Holland. One reason, probably a poor one, is that 
he might establish an airplane base there to hop over and bomb England. It would give him a direct 
route to London and make it so his heavy bombers could sail through and as it is they can hardly 
make the round trip v^ithout refueling. This reason is not so sound for if he did establish a base there, 
it would give England the same advantage he has. 

Perhaps the principal reason for picking a fight with Holland is that Holland has many foreign 
possessions and some of them are rich in oil. It puts Holland in a very vulnerable position in that 
Japan may pounce on some of the possessions, and Japan too lacks oil and money and other things 
and that is the reason for her grabbing. 

Japan seems to be making little headway in China now. It is said that the Japanese soldiers are 
wearing ragged clothes and the Japanese officers are wearing patched ones. Whai army officers 
wesu- patched clothing, it is tougb. One of the biggest blows to Japan's success is the war in Europe. 
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Japan had big orders, m Qsmmy, some paid for in ad^mc^ now die caimot tte goods or tbe 
money back eitfier. 

Football 

Don't ttiink isac a ifiloiite ockt did not get bis tssnmsy^s wordl Sootia Ibe fbotball game last 
Friday night v^K^ tlie local team played Tayl(^^ And ttoe was not imly one gatn^ Ifiavi wete tm>« 

B^des the main boo^ Dt^oh was packed wi& flirills and tumbles (no one kilted however) there 
was sm exciting fbe in ftehambuiger stand when the gasoline stove ignited and blazed to the ceiling. 
That was thrilling for die nlinute but nothing was banned ody ti^^^^ 

Then on the east side, where I hovered about a weed fire to keep firom freezing to death, two girls, 
Doris Mae West and Levema Beck whirled batons to likewise keep from freezing. It seemed to me 
they were a little extra good at it A man standing close alcmg the wire said he was at the auto show 
at Omaha last week and there were some baton whirlers there but they were no better (as he could 
see) than these two ladies in front of us trying only to keep warm. 

Then there was the crowning of the grid queen, Margaret Murphy, and a drill by the girl cadets 
who were dressed in white sweaters and white knit caps and they marched into stars and formations 
like tin soldiers. 

Oh, yes. The second game. I about forgot. Thc\ played at least three quarters. On the side lines by 
the fire about a dozen boys played lag or football against two girls. The girls were very much 
outnumbered but they fought a gallant fight just the same. They pulled, wrestled, made passes and 
fell in the dusi initil one would think there would be nothing left of the ball ihey were pla ying with. 

The girls worried over the outcome of the bail but no such anxiety seemed to enter the boys' head. 
About the ball, you ask? Oh yes. It was one oi" the while knit caps worn by tiie girl cadets. 
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imiist Be Wrong 

There has been a wild discussion over the question of whether the people of Valley county are 
really, in fact, hard up a$ the of this column has indicated a few times, or whether, for a fact, 
he is mistaken and the populace are not so bad otf, after all. 

On the one side of the aigument is the fact that the busiest place in the county is th e Valley county 
relief office. There are times when the whole lower lobby of the court house wiU be like a swann of 
bees; that is, swarmed witti people waiting to get au^^raee into the reUef ofQce or commoditi^. 

I was told that pecqpie wait for hours sometimes to get their turn to see directcnr Kruml. I was told 
that one woman caDQe to the office a few days ago i^bi^ in ttie fmenom and found when she got 
there that she had not lorived early CTOug^ ^at tbcsre wesc a big nund^or ahead of her. She united 
and waited and sat rigjit there througih the noon hour and it was not until three o'clock that her turn 
came. 

Besides the dire^or^ Ifa^ me no less dian five typists w he^im and sometimes more passing out 
aid and still brides this, it is said there are many pec^te in the coiiii]^ who are too proud to ask for 
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relief and. in fact, are going hungry and cold. Some people proclaim that here in central Nebraska, 
times are. for a fact. Hard. 

But in spite of all this factual evidence. 1 was called to a halt in a place of business in Ord the other 
day, and the manager gave me a little evidence that I was all wrong about this hard up affair. 

This man said he went back to his business after supper a few nights ago and worked until about 
ten o'clock. On his way home he passed the picture show and from the many, many cars around he 
was sure there was a good house-full in attendance. He passed two beer parlors and both were having 
a land office business. Also he passed the new bowling alley and so many people were there that he 
could not crowd in. Further on he passed the dance hall and there loo was a full house hoeing it 
down. Shining cars were strewn about all o\er. This man told me. in no uncertain terms, that a land 
that is as hard up as 1 have been mamtaming could not carry on in gaycty as those Valley county 
people were doing. It costs money to partake of such entertainment and these places do no credit 
business. 

I give it up. 1 will never again state that anything is this or that. 1 was under the impression that 
folks here are hard put but 1 must be wrong. 1 was told that many of the same people who are mak ing 
so much business for Mr. Kruml are the identical ones seen at these before mentioned places. 1 must 
be wrong, strange as that may seem, for people surely would not spend their money for dances, beer, 
shows, et cetera, and then go home to a cold house where the cu pboard is bare. 

Rattlesnake Story Number 3 

Finding the rattlesnakes mentioned in the paper last week reminds me of a story my father used to 
tell. 1 have repeated it since he died and in several instances 1 was given the horselaugh and told that 
that story was not true. 

This is it. On the way to Horace, through the hills, is a high hill called Dry Lake. One time about 
1900 (long after the country was thought to be free of rattlesnakes) some of my father's men were 
working there and found a den of rattlesnakes. 

These two men drove their team to town and told of the snakes. Few people would b elie\ e the story 
thinking it a hoax. Finally a buggy full of men were convinced and drove back. They killed hundreds 
of rattlesnakes on that hill that afternoon. 

Before that, for years there had been no rattlesnakes in the country and ne\ er since that has there 
been any known until these were found west of Ord. As one passes the third little bridge east and 
north of Claud Thomes\ if he looks up on the north side of the road he w^ill see a different kind of 
dirt spewed out from the edge of the hill top and that is where the snakes were dug out. Old timers in 
North Loup will vouch the truth of this story. 

Another rattlesnake story is told by Charley Bamhart, jr. He said when his folks were employed for 
Sibbersen ' s about ten years ago, he found a rattlesnake in the pasture north of Stemecker's, 1 have no 
reason not to beUeve it althou^ there was no den found. 

Short Shavings 

Jim McCall has imported from Wisconsin a few Brown Swiss heifers and a young bull. 1 was told 
they are pure-bred and that as a breed, they are very good milk cows and grow much larger than the 
Jerseys, although not quite as large as the Holsteins. They are pretty animals: sort of tan or grey color 
similar to the color of the Brahma steers at the rodeo. 

Fred Coe asked me if 1 had read the article in the Saturday Evening Post of Oct. 28, by Herbert 
Hoover entitled ''We Must Keep Out." I rephed that I had and 1 thought it one of the best 1 had read 
about why we should stay out of war. 

Fred said he believed that the school teachers should require every student to read that arti cle and 
pass examinations on it. Regardless of one's love for Hoover, we must admit he probably had as 
mudi to do with the other war as any living Ammcan and this article is strictly non-partisan. For 
once in my life I agreed with Fred. 

While singing in the S. D. B. choir. Gene Barber had trouble reaching a high note in the word 
Messiah, so he said, "I sure made a mess of Messiah that time." 
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Aftor the game at Sc^ntia tibe ottier m^t between tiiat town saad (Sreeley (score 7 -0 favor Scotia) 
Gieel^ team ttmi itt Gfflism's ^ were pretty mad, so it was ^d. Gceelc^ bo^ had ocriiae fo 
Scotia VinSk ^ detamteation to win. They Mt seveml decisions were ro tten and one toiulidown was 
an instant after the bell had rung. They were not h^y at all, so they say. 

It is a question witt many whether sudi hot con^edtiiEm between close towns is the tting or not. 
When hard feelings are made it is surely not. Since North Loup and Qrd have ceased to compete in 
athletics, the feelings between the towns has been much better. 

One man said that in this county we are living on hopes now and nothing else. If we gave up hopes 
titat it would not rain again, and that the ground would remain as dry for another ten years as it is 
now, ninety per cent of the people would move away before spring. 

Roy Williams says I am wrong about there being 21 idle farms between his place and town for 
thore are not 21 in all and a few are occupied. However, he did admit there are 21 and more idle if 
one counts back from the road a ways. 
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Road Building 

Frank Miller told me the other day of the building of a road between Farwell and Lmsp City and 
this along with a few more illustcatioiis will at least let the foUcs know who have moved away and 
who seem to think we foQgs lftepE^m stretching the tniti^ sli^jbtil^ s^iiediiaig df how diy it is bm. 

The toad pec^le hixed water wagons to haul water to soak iq^i flie dkt so that it would sti^ put and 
pack attd so Aal the #a£tes mMA be ttiEveied m& sifter it was biult In buildii^ i^ lined diece w»e 
two i^stts ea«^ wosi^it]^ S ima^ to a stM^ but flie vmsism ran continuously and then had 
troi&le gde&B^miiei: moa^ to paxk ^e as it sAi^d bi^ 

They hauled from an irrigalioii ditch and put IfA isSDIon gaQotts to 214 miles of toad. In other 
words they put 22 gallons of water to a cubic yard. There is about a cubic yard in a single wagcm 
box. 

In the cuts, k liiajQ^phii;^, thc^ would find no moisture at aU, but when they did it would be at 
about feortera fec^ below i^m^ai^ 

In diggmg post holes one finds no sigfi of moisture at all In ifig #Qg silos, caK runs into difficulties, 
for after one gets down a few feet the dirt becomes so fine and dusty that it is hard to get out It flies 
and flashes out of llie sa^apets or tbe shovels Iflte waler. 

On the other haad, Heniy Lee, ^o li^ near Mtia Credc w^ of Nordi Loup, says that the wat^ 
is coming tq> in die creek bed lately more than at my tinie for a long while. 
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This Sounds Better 

There is a rumor about thai an oil company plans to drill for oil west of North Loup very soon. The 
rumor is also that one of the head engineers has approached George Mayo trying to lease the Matt 
Hrnest house with the option of buying it if oil is really found. 

h is a fact that Henr\- Bredthauer has been working on this oil proposition for several years and 
also has been working with it again lately getting leases from different people west of town. It is said 
they have all the land near the proposed drilling sight under contract now. Albert has had some oil 
experience in Wyoming and this may all tum out to be something after all. 

News From Afar 

Kent Manchester writes from Turlock, Calif, that Otto Hill came into the oil station where he 
works and asked for a road map. Kent said both recognized each other at once and Kent called him 
by name but Otto (or the other man) turned and beat it for his car. leaving immediately. 

Kent wrote to his brother. Sterling not to let anyone tell you it was not him either. He says that he 
might ha\ e been mistaken, of course, but it is not likely that the other man and he both would have 
been mistaken and dumtbunded. It is said that Kent got the car number the other man was driving. 

The stoi-y is told by some of the people who are living in Missouri that Walt Finch is there loo, 
lookinu at land and thinkinu of settline there. 

And right now . on top of the "'Garden of Eden" stories we have heard of that place. Herman Dazel 
has come back from there. Someone asked him if this countr\ did not look pretty tough compared 
with Missouri and he replied that it did not take him long to get his fill of the rocks and slumps. 

Ira ''Dutch" Manchester is back from Parkdale. Wash., to straighten up some business deals left un- 
finished. He expects to return soon. He brought some fancy apples and some passengers to help pay 
his way. 

He says that times are hard there loo, and it is as difficult there to gel work as here. He says the 
farmers there are having a hard time of it. He says it would be like as if we had an enormous crop 
here but could gel nothing for it. There is plenty of firuit and things to eat and fuel to bum but after 
one's cellar is lull he cannot sell what is left. 

My mother writes from Long Beach, Calif., "'Your column is fine, (she would say that w hether she 
thought it or not) but 1 wish you would not say any more about the conditions there, it gives me the 
willies." 

Perhaps this is a good idea. We hate to think of her having such troubles. 

A letter from Ward Gowen at a little town named Avemal. Calif, near Bakersfield. says that the 
town is booming on account of new oil fields hav ing been started there. Wages are 5 to 7 to 10 
dollars a day but expenses are also high. He sa\ s there are a few men out of w ork there but it is so 
expensive to live that the drifters mo\e on. He says his son, Forrest, is going to the University at 
Berkley and that in some of his classes there are 600 students and that there are 17,000 students in all 
attending the university. 

Harry Johnson says that his brother-in-law. Raymond Dunliam, who previously lived in North 
Loup and Ord, is really making good now in Beverly Hills, Calif. He has organized a Building and 
Loan Association there and recently was a delegate to Boston to a Building and Loan convention. 

Short Shavings 

At the schoolhouse program last week a newsp^>er was read and the following was the item 

concerning the author. 
To Mr. Gowen the question was asked, "Are you fond of bathing beauties?" 
Answer, "1 don't know I never tried it" 
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\'ignettes Of A Dry Country. 

One man tells of the foreclosure on his place and of the stay he took. He hired a lawyer to do the 
legal work that he might hold the farm another year but he lacked SI 5 of having enough money to 
pay the bill. The lawyer agreed to wait and take the balance of the money from the crop. etc. 

So by the end of the season the mortgagor went to the lawyer and said. "1 haven't the SI5 but Til 
do the next best thing. ITl give you every bit of rent I received from the place this year." The lawyer 
would not accept the offer for there had not been one dollar's worth of rent received. 

Old timers say the groimd never was so dry. The fields are all covered with two to four inches of 
dust. 

At the community sale at North Loup a merchant brought some new rubbers to sell. Repeatedly the 
manager has tried to sell these rubbers and they are veiy good articles too, but he caimot get one bid 
on them. No one will buy things they do not need. 

Mornings in the fall of most seasons when one goes out to husk com there is frost on the fodder 
until one's clothes get wet and cold and in all very disagreeable. Frequmtly on frosty moroings the 
husker waits a few hours before he begins work. 

This year there has been no &ost to bother those pickets under the ditch where there is cam. Ho 
frost or no moisture at all to bother. 

And speaking of husking com, this is the standard joke. "Hello, Bill," a friend will say. ''Why 
aren't you home husking com?" 

"Got my com all out," will be the answ^. "Fact is, I got it shucked last August. Did it up early this 
year." 

And then there will be guffaws and haw haws, and an occasional slap on the back. Yes, I have 
heard thatso called joke a himdred times^ always accompanied with the same laughter, and each time 
I mu^ to myself, "Good sports, good qK»ts." The &ct is, there is not much joke to it; it is really not 
a laug^g mattor. 

Walt Cummins tells the story that he thought would work very well for this country. The tenant 
farmer went to a lawyer and asked him who owned the ferm he was hiving on. 

The lawyer asked who he had been paying his rent to and the tenant said for nine years there had 
beeai no crop and consequently there had been nothing to pay. "Well," &e lawyer, said, "if there is 
no rent to pay what diff^^ice does it make; what do you want?" 

"It is this way," the teaiant re plied, 'The roof leaks and if it is not fixed at mice Fm going to move 
out" 

A letter ten Wdid Gowm ^ Avm^ Cdi£^ coirtained the Mloi^CTg psu^^^ 

"We wrat to Treasure Island and saw the World's Fiisr lUNSt: week." Ife tells itf inany i^^ts 

Tbm — 'Thane were t^ k»fge tl^^ Ti^eamire I sdMl We went to both of them. The Calvacade 

of the was a peat ^a^* it tmk m all Ae making of tiie west — stage coad^ pony e^^^ and 

the mmion of tibe east mA w&^tmSs. 
'Th0 was over a MOck long. One sc^e was of a goki rush and of tiie different modes of travel 

in 1849 ^t came to California." 
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•There were three 4-horse teams and prairie schooners all on the stage at one time, two 4 -yoke 
oxen wagons on prairie schooners, two wheel carts, old hacks and buggies, bicycles and pack 

mules." 

*'The stage cuiiain was a large pipe on the ground hooked to water pressure. This w as full of holes 
and to raise the curtain they turned on the pressure and this stream of water shot into the air about 
fifteen feet. There were different colored lights that automatically changed colors every few seconds, 
making this wall of water look like rainbow s." 

*'Thcre were forty acres of gay -way and amusements." 

A few lines from a letter from my mother in Long Beach is in a different tenor. 

'M am reading ^Europe Going. Cioing, Gone/ by Cyemin. It is much talked about here. It says, 
'Democracy freed of fear of war. stripped of it's half heartedness ready to resist an attack, is yet sure 
to cany tiie day,' Democracy miglit win by trade but must be ready to fight if necessary. You should 
read the last chapter at least." 

Again she writes, reprimanding me like only mothers do. sympathizing in a way with our troubles, 
and still telling me to stand up and take it on the chin. "1 have been reading a story by Harry Leon 
Wilson and he says, 'The stops come to ex eryonc in life and it is the way we take it that count.' " 

In regard to moving to California she writes. "It seems to me you just as well Hip a penny. There is 
the climate here and more opportunities but more people looking for such and 1 guess there is no 
place w here there arc so many unemployed." 

*'But 1 think you should make up your minds and stop \\ orr\ ing. That docs no good and hurts your- 
selves, and children, and will ruin your health, usefulness and judgment Make up your minds and 
then forget the other way." 

**They are having a large building boom here of airplanes which will provide work for many, but 
here you would have to work for someone else. Sometimes that is better as one has only to worry 
about holding his job." 
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Better Go Too Often 

At a call to Dr. Heiiq[>hill's a few days ^ and at Ihe nupihy in t^ard to tiie ailment otmy son I 
finoid out tiiat I vin^ too late^^l^ 

correction at that time. It seemed I had been there a dozoi times fot matters of no consequence and 
he cheerfully s^ me cm witti no charge. (That was the best part) 

I was a Utdechagriniied at^is \m edL 1 come ti^ time dnd agaifi I said, *Y<!Mr noting of cmi- 
sequ^ce and this time pass up whra I should have come. You will grow weaiy of me before long/^ 

aU t^^^ lie sakL ^ou better eome a doz^ 
when yon shou^l It t!@BQin4^ tde cf a sioiy." 
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The doctor wm called out in the middle of the ni^^t to see tt sdek baby. The moilh^ exckdoied 
over the phone, **He cries all the time at tfte 1^ of tife v%»ce. lam distra^ied. I don't know the trouble 
but I am sure there is something bad." 

So die doctor hitched up his h<»se and drove out several miles v/hm he mi^t have been sleeping. 
The baby was still i^oc^ing it up witti wild scre8i!i& After a little investigation the doctor found a 
pin in the diaper that was pricking the diild. (It was m ^ day^ wjien straight pins were used.) 

Tte member was fhen mottled dial ^ had cdl^ Ike doctor in the nigjit for sudi a trifle and for 
something that was not really serious. She ^K>logized profus^. 

^That's all ri^t Mrs. Jones " he said. "Fd rather come a dozen times for something like tiiis than to 
conae once and find ftebidiy sick with pneumonia or some bad trouble. I am glad there was nothing 
more wrong, I can rest better when I get home." 

Vignettes Of A Dry Country 

Th^ ts much speculation as to ^en if ever diis country will come back and it will rain again. 
Some pessimists claim never; that certain geographical conditions in the Yukon or elsewhere have 
changed, causing the trade winds to change and consequently causing the rainfall to change in this 
country. It all seems a little too deep for the ordinary fellow to understand. 

Many folks claim there is no hope for a crop next year; that the ground is so dry that there is not 
one chance in a ihousand of there being rain fall enough in one season to produce a crop next year. 
We will admit there will be no pasture next year without considerable moisture between now and 
grass time. 

This dour outlook is not unixcrsai however. Clarence Breasly was saying just the other da\ . " l liis 
country will come back might}' quick when it gets started. A rainy season like \vc have had (1 believe 
it was '23) would almost soak up our soil." That year at one lime it rained for almost steady \ov three 
weeks. The v\ omen had trouble drying their clothes, we men had trouble plant ing our corn and when 
we did get it planted it was so wet the fields grew up to weeds before we could get them cultivated. 
From any little cloud we would get a rain. 

Also this change in condition theoiy seems wrong for just this last year, north of us in the sand hills 
it rained a plent\ , and in many places they have not had better grass for years. The distance is not so 
far apart but w hat it might rain here. 

In some w ays our countiy here has been one of the best. Our soil dries quickly and the rain, when it 
does come, is not so excessive but what we can easily fami large acreages. In the end, in years like 
we used to call normal, our total crops would be as large as where there was more rain and smaller 
fields. 

News From Afar 

A letter from Ralph Comstock at St. Charles. 111., formerly of North Loup who is caretaker of tlic 
Babson estate there contained the following clipping from the Joliet paper. 

"First of all one drives through the entrance to the caretaker's cottage. Mass planting of tulips, iris, 
bleeding hearts and ShirlcN poppies make the drive to the cottage truly beautiful. Then guided by the 
extremely clever, well-informed and hospitable Mr. Comstock, one is taken to a spot. co\ering 200 
acres, which has been made into an acreage of breath-taking beauty, far exceeding any gardens to be 
seen in this area. Lovely winding paths, rock gardens, cliffs, w ild planting of well known and rare 
species of {low ers, vistas of spectacular beauty — sinall picturesque bridges, and logs an-anged that 
the guests may be seated to rest — all are factors in making it a rare treat. No effort spared to make it 
seem an area of natural beauty, untouched by human hands, whereas in reality most of it is the work 
of landscape gardeners and creali\ c artists." 

As I have said before. "Ralph is another of our Valley county boys who has made good in the city." 
Besides other relatives in the south end of the county, th ere too is his sister, Mrs. Will Davis of Davis 
Creek. 

On the co\ cr page of This Week magazine, there is a picture very much like that of Esteile Bred- 
thauer. She is the normal training teacher in the Scotia high schooL 
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More, More About Taxes. 

Following are a fewof flie remarks gleaned from the talk of Mr. Cadwallader of Oxford who spoke 
to the Farm Bureau in regard to tax referendum which they hope to put on the ballot next November. 

He started his talk stittii^ that he took it for granted that we ail felt everyone should pay something, 
even though it may be small, in taxes, for the support of our government. But the fact of the matter 
is, only half the people are contributing toward our state, county and school direct taxes. One half of 
the people do not pay at all. 

42% of the people live on &mi5 mid have 24% of the income. This 42% paid last year, 70% of the 
money raised for state expense. The total 1937 agriculture income of Nebraska was approximately 
$ 1 1 2,000,000. The tax collector took about Va of that and this has been relatively true since 1919/' 

Although Mr. Cadwallader was speaking to &nners, he said that small town businessmoi were 
worse off than the farmer. 

*The salaries paid in N^xaska are approximately $260,00(^000 a year. This is more by 30% than 
the total ineoiK of all :&3iieis, miordiants, and businessmen who own their own business. Frequently 
salaried men pay no or \ cr>' few taxes. 

states of the union ha\ e broadened their tax base some way or another. Nebraska is the only 
state that dqp^ids entirely on direct taxes. 

"Any tax system is better than the one we have. No system could bemiic&tiii&ir. 

*XkA of ttie 47 states Ifaat have broadened their tax basi^ Itoe has been only one that had fore sig|it 
enough to, at the sanie time, midse a tax limitation on die realprQ|)eity. lb other words in most cases 
die extra broadened ta?^ were just ad(ted on. 

"Non-taxpaym ean about cnatvote die tax payers and vote whatever they vnmt 

"Elev^ yism in 1927, d» mtio of lax payeas to mMCi''^P^y^ was about 64«^3^ Now it is 
about SO-SO. Tfa^ is no reason why this ratio mig^t not oonlmue in a few years to 4S^SSv 

'*On top of dutt die Supreoie Coiift has now ruled diat Imids owned by Federal Land Bank, the EL 
Q. L. C, and c&m govcarnment cngsttiizalioiis aie exen^ isom taxation. 

"It is hcyoDd questicm diat sonse s<Mt of tax broadening/mll be i^ded to our tax system in a few 
years. Tteduiig to do is, befcm that time OEkmes, to p^ a Ibftitadon to our tax levies so that these 
new fimns 6f tsicadon will not nieiefy be added on to our aheatfy overbnced state,** 

The petitions that are bmng eireulated now are msr^y to put the refermdum on the ballot liext 
November. One need iNit be afiraid to sign it fcnr am wi^t sign the petition and then l&ter if he wish - 
es vote agsunst tbe petitkmas it appears on die boltot. 

The petiticmplap^ a limit fliat wb^ be assessed on farm y&His at 7 mills and IS on eitjr pnopeRy. 
The octta seven mUls allowed to mty pnjperiy is &r water, lijgjbfs, sewerage, etc« 

There is a provisicm too ix die i^ipiidsennit of tfiepFopra!l^ so a county board cannot, because of 
the need of xoomy^ raise die valuations b^vnd die actual value. 
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There are a few excepttoos. Osm is wksre llie disteietis abead^ bcHtded. We eannot vote away debts 
weliave already contracted. However, this may hinder fiirtfier indebtedness. 

Also tiiere is anodic ^cepticm. If tfiere is dice need fin: SL hood issue, die 7 or 1 6 mill limit may be 
exceeded by a vote of 60% of the people* 

Omaha, Uncobi and Grand Island are idiso ^scqited f&r they have Home Rule charts. 

Tliere is not much question but viAm ttare w£U[ be cpiough signers to put diis r^emidum on die bal - 
lot nait Nove^obar. Smm predict if it gets cm Ike baltot itwiU|ia^ Ttteiewm be 
modi mom discussion of it in die fiiture and die Faim Bureau, ^o^ ^pcuBoring it, only v^mA to put 
the question where people can decide. At the last two legislatures, a similar bill proposed was killed 
in fte l^Eiag committee bd&m it had a chance. How tiie Farm Bureau is tr ying a different schepie. 

nnyHm. 

At ttte school CAiistmas program at Scotia Hmrsday evening, Santa Clam was not the only fiunoos 
character represented. I was a little late and when I sat down, Mrs. Gowen nodded to a lad on the 
balcony and said, "there is Tiny Tim up there." 

Billy Kersch had dark brown eyes that sparkled like agates and he smiled and laughed at tte other 
children all the time. One would never think "he bore a little crutch," and cannot walk up and down 
stairs. Miss Palmer acted as Bob Cratchett and must have thought him as good as gold, for after she 
had carried liim down the treacherous steps, she patted his back and whispered caution to him as he 
hobbled oft in the crowd. 

"Sure it's Tiny Tim." I said. "Nt) doubt no one else but Tin\ Tim could be crippled and so happy 
too on Christmas day." It was he w ho told Bob Cratchcli comuig home from church, "that he hoped 
people saw him. because he was a cripple, and it might be pleasant to them to remember, upon 
Christmas dav. who made the lame beuuars walk, and the blind to see." 

Little Billy Kersch must think that, for my daughter says he has had many operations, and he can 
walk too, after a fashion. 

One Small Detail. 

Mrs. Frank J. Monahan. whose husband is 1939 master fanner and whose picture is on the front of 
the last Nebraska Farmer, is a tlrst cousin to Claud Thomas. Claud has visited Monahan's and they 
have been at his place many times. Claud has known ihem ever since they were mamed years ago. 
Claud says the history of Mr. and Mrs. Monahan is quite accurate except for one little detail. 

He was a very thrift\ man and tliey have owned for years a very tine farm. One son has always 
stayed at home and the tw o have been \ ery successful. All durmg the years, except the last few, they 
have had good crops and made and saved money. 

What was the little detail that was not mentioned, you say. Oh yes. I about forgot, it was so un- 
important. But after lie and his wife had worked several years and saved their money (S500) and 
started farming for thcmseh es. their parents gave them $4000 additional. You know $4000 at a time 
when one is starting up is hardly worth mentioning. 

Short Shavings. 

At the North Loup theatre the show this week is "Night Work" and it comes on work night. 
Should Philip Seefus of Scotia have a son, it might be well to name him Joe. 
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January 10, 1940 

The Old Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

No Ouarrel 
Lake Babcock 
Short Shavings 

No Quarrel. 

Clair Clement who is one of the ranking menaibers of the fair board said to me that he (and the other 
members of the board) are quite distressed the fact that the fair dates and Pop Com dates have 
been set upon the same days for next year. He said theare was no intention to interfere widi Pop eom 
days whra it was done. 

To substantiate this fyci Qaff si^ he alws^ sort of idth^ was a Noidi Lo^p man. He beloi^ to 
the church in NoiOi Lottp, he tries always to afteod thdr celebrations, he always yells fcM* North hmp 
Jn athletie contests. CHif McClellan too is a Nordi ho^ wm mi was for years pre^drat of tile Pop 
Com Days hoard. It is the hei0st of fi>olishness to diink that die dates were set purposely to ^ite the 
North Lovp people. 

Claur says if Fcp C^ dates were pncgr to Ihe ^&nr dal^, he nor any of ttie fiaiis board knew it 
and die first Hitisy were a^irare of ^ tKxmble vm ftoni liu^ ecihiEittt. He is sure dmtliie &et never 
published in fl»e Quiz and Melvin Cornell and Myra Bai^ (so C%dr says) admitled to Cliff 
McQellan that die Ifop Com dates were never published in die L^alist Clak si^ ^t he learned 
years 1^ to t&aA die priifted pi^e but never has mastered the art of reading men^ indnds. 

The reason the fiiir dates were, set where diey wete wm to convenience diemto racers. The Ord 
feir tries to coqp^iM^ witti dtber auto lacilig events so tbs mests caanoake a circuit and not be to 
nan^ ea^mse tiiivieli^gbadcaikl forth over the coimtry; Mofre dian dial iHbisweess cannot catch the 
Vdl^ oomnty &ir s3sm$ widi 0bsr events in diis section of the country will not ocxme itt alL 

The Vldl^ counl^ 0^ boaid would gladly duu^ tfaeir dates on account of the mix-up if it vmc 
pa6s9>le but because ^die above niasdcmed fact tibose dates are about the only ones available and 
siSl hftve i;Cice$. iSim is very sorry U All hi^^ied but because ctf die Pop Com dates never having 
been published, he does not feel altogetho" guilty as s<Hne have indicatied. 

Clair also on to say^diat be dunks both cities can have cetebradcm and bodi can coopmte 
to he^ each other in die place of peibl^ quarreling. Ord has its rac^ and die 4-H exhibits and ag^ 
riculture displays. North Loup has its floats, free pop com and fiee entotainments. He hopes North 
Loup esdubitcAS w9i ecxme to Ord md he ean scse no re^»oit wh^ ibe Ord people mig^t not lofange for 
a float and help with the entertainment as does the city of Scotia each year. 

And after this talk widi Clair I am sure there has been no ill-wiU felt by the Ord people on account 
of ^ date eonfli^E^ ^ was just oi^ of those tMngSy" as Joe IQsKesseoek says to me so ofbm. 

LakeBfl9teock 

In die Dea 20 Quiz, in die "Ycm and I wcae Young,'* department; it mmttoned how on Dee. 23, 
li^^ H. E. B^dx^cik of Cohinobus gave a ttlk he&xt ibe CkmaamM dtib in r^gprd to di# Loiq> 
River project diere. The writer wondered if diat is vAiy they called dieresarvohr. Lake Babc^K^ 

Yes, that is die teascm. B. E. Babeoek tried to promote almost the same project that now k ^n^ed 
Columbus. He tried to &uuiiee it ^th private fiinds imd fidled because be eould iiot laisiB d^ 
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money. Now the gov^ninent has furnished most of the money and &e project is n mUi^ fliat was 
this man's life dream. 

And bringing it a littte cither h^oe, H. £. Bd^eodc was rmsed in Galley county, his motti^ living 
in Big Bend country, Ord and North Loup. Her name was Mrs, Plummer Horr. 

E. ^lEamie" Babcock was the only son from his mother's &M wmiagc, his father having been 
Mlled in ike GvS. vmr h&Rsm he was bom. Mrs. Babcock laf^ married Mt. Mm, all old timers. 
There was a provision in the homestead laws that such children could homestead land before they 
were of age, so Ernest when he was a small boy, bomesteaded the old Hughes place next to the river 
strai^t e&st of flie Olean sdioolhouse. 

He was a veiy gifted conversationalist and bright man, but everyone thought him somewhat of a 
dreamer and more or less impractical with his aspirations for irrigation projects. That might have 
been true, but still the very scheme that he spent his life trying to promote and develop, and which 
failed for him, is now a reality, and the people of Columbus must have recognized and remembered 
the fact, for years after be is dead, and his children have all moved away, they have honored thai man 
by naming the reservoir for liim. 

Short Shavings 

The prevailing thought of conversation at Will WheatcralVs sale was, ''What is the country coming 
to when such fellows as Will, Rube McCune, and other men of similar forthude have to give up and 
move away." 

G. L. Hutchins. upon noting a man with a fourteen year old son walking along the street was as- 
tonished at the size the boy had grown. G. L. remarked, "That boy will soon be a big help to his 
father — yes a big help in spending money if nothing else." 

A lady in Chicago, a Miss Lyman my daughter heard, and m\ daughter also heard that she was rich 
and a nurse, and more than that she is an alumnus of the Scotia high school, well, einyway, she sent a 
sack of candy as a Christmas gift, to each and every student of the Scotia school. 

Someone asked John Manchester if he read wild west stories. "Naw." he replied in disgust. '1 used 
to read them and liked them too. but lately I have been busy reading the president's speeches." 

The sorrel team of mares sold at Will Wheatcraft's sale was the big attraction there. It is seldom one 
sees as nice a team as that. They sold for $151.00 each and went over toward Greeley. Few of us 
would feel we could afford to buy such a team in these times, and no doubt Will would not have had 
them had he not raised them. 

Roy Cox tells of a sign he noticed in a restaurant; ''Do not take our n^kins or silverware — they are 
not medicine." 

Edgar Stillman's small son. Gregon^ (whose grandfather is Elmer Duryea, the garageman of Scotia) 
stood on the sidelines and watched his folks have trouble starting their car. (You know, ten below, 
hitching the team on etc.) Finally the Uttle lad, said, "Lets f row it in the junk pile." 
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January 17, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

AVEmTmNm 

TO THINK ABOtfT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Help One Kill Another 
The Other Side 
Short Shaving 

Help One Kill Another. 

A stockman said to me the other day that if the drouth does not break the farmers in this section 
this com sealing program will. He said that the government lending the mcoiey on com in Iowa and 
other parts, is putting the price to where the farmess in the drouth sections cannot buy it 

At one time, I and most people IbQUght ttois GCWS i^^aSing ifi?as hot s^tuft Many people have 
come to the conclusion now they are not so sure. Ninety per cent of the com raised is fed by the 
farmer himself to his livestock, or if not by the. i^mer that raised it, by a oi^gjbbcM* i^rmer, or if not 
by him, by a faytio^ in a neighboring state li^ecis has been a poor crop. As a result of this 
sealing, the f^mer is not pegging the price on ike rest of the worid, but on himself or his own 
organization. 

Men who have been hauling Cora from 1mm s^y tbat in^ &mim who have raised big are 
sealing it and then are buying com from non-cooperat(HS at a cheaper price to feed. That way they 
are making a little money on their own com (o|f thie govcoitunent) and boomh^ iSie {ndoe of the 
cheaper c^e^ £d ft plam ^pom ^}xfh stricken man cannot feed it As a result^ in place of using 
mate of oiu- ^irptus crop, die t^d^y is to hold it back and to increase the suiplm aiiodijer year. 

It nug^ b@ we wiU e^^sote to Ae |iQ«3t ^ wfc^ we'll let Ae law ofmfpp}^ and demand tsdce care of 
our com crop, especially as long as we are our own market 

TheOOier l^de^ 

A letter fit>m my broilN^ Id Penv^ containi^ 'Sim foU^wtog gem of literature. I rttipt remind you 
that he owns no real estate, andims a good job working for the cj^ii^^ d epaiioae^ i^Dmverw 

"Have been making out my federal iocoiiie lias m^nin^ Th^ is golQg to cost me about MS. 
Then I ha^ lbe state income tax t0 fiasA^ cii]^ df ti]Ee tlu»l&* Tl^ is gosi^ to cost me $6. Tins 
income tax boms me but in^t is a^ew going to do? JUST PAY IT! 

'1 d^ iKdt wiM tibe 1^1^ so nuKb, but the state income tax gsis my pNat, besides service, 
gas and oil and s3l tiie atiier hidden ^es. The sales and service is what peeves me most A 
person ^sts sick and has to |^ Ibe ^tor a tmlm turn ova- to die Ycm pay a tax becat^ it is 
fun to giet ^qK. ^ Id B^'v^ElDOttiiiiiLe. A^ V> immn to&lkpvM'^ Sc»ne git lip?^ what!'' 

Alter Mr. £^walk«d^*s talk and tfie circulaticai of the peti^b^ to pit ttie refermdum on the 
ballot to linnt Ihe tax levy on real estate, opposition develops to the effect tiiat tiiis is a sch^e of the 
iisosiiraiij^ arid Imi cmpmies to get otit of tm^ii% taxes on tiie ^gat qpdantities of land they have 
taken under foreclosure. Tie men who am t^pposing apparently have no love te&e i&s^irance and 
loan conqKmies and oppose the idea lag^y to even a seme. 

It is tme that these companies are the Ing land owners and will braefit the most. It is true diat ttiese 
companies m& trying to get iteir mia^ 01^^ iin^^imts loss. Bot^ll, isg^ of iSie^ 

are anxious to sell tibdr hdildifii^, wmm 0^&bl jtf big Ism^ attd if tbtim vmt to live &i this 
country, it would be much easi^ to buy and pay for land where die taxes are within our ability to 
pay. 
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And re^dless of the **Sliylockness- $ms^ £^1 diese mortgagees, viM^ is a question scmte^ 
where in the Bible it says to "return good for evil," and we should vote for or against the referendum 
(m i^Bmils^^^lnctto ^iltes@mepeEsra or company we^l hs^ done m Wfong. 

Short Shavings. 

Mrs. John Shultz writes from Washington that they stopped to see Elno Hurley at Parkdale and he 
has sold his st^e then^ aad has gone to Gat^ntua. ssdd Efaio saM he wanted to get to a country 
where he could see the sun and Mrs. Shultz told him he shouldn't have left Nebraska. 

It is said that a man in these parts was losing his farm last spring and he deeded it to the loan 
company and for tet they rented it to him for a year for one dollar. Even at that cheap rent of a dol- 
lar he lost money. 



February 7, 1940 

The Old Quiz 

A MW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Surely a Favorite Son 

They Might Have Believed Him 

SCOTIA EDITION 
Surely A Fair^te Son. 

Jak^ jEviaretts, County Commissioner for the west one thii:d (a;^C€^) of Greeley county, from the 
consensus of opinicm of a numb^ of people interviewed, seems to be making good at tiaai arduous 
task. 

The county commissioner job i$ a ^mM the best. The comnussioner is in other wonls, the 
skipper for his section of the county. He t^ds to building ail brid^^ and roads, spending county 
mooKy^ idjef» equalization of cottotyttials, and in &ct, ahnc^t^vfryttiiiig. 

M a measwe Jake has tiie over ibe avo^e^ (xnnmission^ because he nev^ raa &^ ^ ofSce. 
He never asked a pemm to vcrte hm^ he didrt't Immr ttpey iif^ ^«rr|Siog h^ twiie hi mM aftsrflte 
ballad "mm countei$0i& was on the eU^m teoard too) md after his defeat at title primaries he did 
not know J& mast door nei^iibars were ciieulatii^ a petiticm to put his name on the gen^l election 
bsdlot utiffl aftir it w^ all sigoid 

The f0tk$ jii that se@te df die county wanted someoae m mmmi^smi^ to beiM XdUmait hcmg 
Imm^ hem kiown {or his hooeg^^ good judgment laid kind hJm%t Mm bm& h&m mSmA tta* ee 
fi»^ times in h^ life to nm Ibr ^ CN^mtmcou^i^^ md m^h^t^ML its^fused. Bel^ his Jmt 
^&s6m Kit WmS^ mm to Mm ^pin he Shally sidd ^Tlhey ducted Mm he woidd take the job 
and do the best he couli^ but he would nudce no effort for it on h^paat. That^s the way it went; that's 
the way he was elected. 

As^a^^snsequenoe^ he knot obli^ted to saa^pmrnm, elkpe or party because otps&'^lm&mp^&mr 
isGs. He has striven since he has tal^ office to treat everyone as f^r as he could^ kei^pii^ the wel- 
&re of the county and |ieq|A0 pitamount. Eveiy day there is something new coming up, causing him 
to make ded^ons. He tiie he wdjftt Itie feeling be is c^li gated to no ^le and wifli tfie 
feelmg too if the pec^e dcH&^t like it, th^ msi get msifm^ 

More than that he does his work widiout fiie i^purent worry diat some have had. Om 
comnm^mm imtmi om tie aMcs md tm mMmsm so rmdt Hmt ^^^m re dectloii time came Urn 
he wouldidi't ha^e the job agam mdor tm^ droumstano^. 
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It is a tough job and some wonder if they did him a fa\or to elect him to it. 

They Might Have Believed Him. 

At the Scotia Co-op Oil company this year they bought, to give away, a calender with the choice of 
four different scenes. The calenders were laid out on the table in four piles and anyone uho wanted 
one could take it. picking the picture he liked best. One selection was a pi dure of a bathing beauty. 

It was discovered before long that the calenders with the bathing beauty picture were all gone be- 
fore any of the others were taken. In fact, the one calender was so noticeably the most popular that 
the employees began to talk about it. 

It happened too. in this connection that the son of one of the directors grabbed one of these bathing 
beauty calenders and hurried home witli it, hanging it up in the house, and absenimindedly not telling 
his folks of it. 

The next day a neighbor lady dropped in. She had heard of this immodest picture and she sputtered 
considerably, voicing her opinion to the director for allowing the company to put out such an 
advertisement. The wife of the director sided in and between the two women they gave the director a 
real lacing for the vileminded act of the business. 

He tried to answer and sa\ that it was not he. but the manager who had ordered the calenders, that 
he was innocent as could be. that his mind never wandered to such things, that had it been him all of 
those calenders would ha\ e been tossed into the fire pronto. His arguments agamst two women w ere 
quite futile liowever. fyou kno\s ) two women against one man. 

At that, he thought he about had them convinced of his innocence, when lov\ and behold his wife 
began to open her eyes widely, she drew a deep breath and gasped. W as she seeing things? Were her 
eyes decei\ing her? Where was she anyway? Yes. on the wall, her \c\y own wall, her very own 
home, was a new calender, the very terrible one she had been talking about. 

Heart Business, Not Purse. 

My daughter, who is a member of the domestic science class in the Scotia high school came to her 
folks the other day to get help on a question her teacher asked for her to answer, it was, "How much 
money is necessar\' for a young couple to have before marrying?'' 

From a point of experience (not theory) and from observation, we could answer this question with- 
out difficulty. ''A couple should have fu e dollars to buy the license with," 1 repUed, "but if they 
ha\en't that fiver, no doubt they could borrow it for this purpose.'' 

Bill Kildow came to see me a few days before he heard that 1 was going to get married. He held out 
a tne dollar bill and offered to loan it to me. A little stumped at this he explained. "When 1 got 
married your father loaned me five dollars and I am just trying to return the compliment." 

"Of course," we instructed the girl, "it would he nicer to have a few hundred, or a few thousand, 
but there are dozens and dozens of young folks who marry with no money, who work and save 
along, buying their furniture and things one piece at a time, and are won derftil people in the end." 

We continued, "marrying is a matter of the heart, not the pocket book. When you find a lad that's so 
fine that life is not worth while without him, and he feels the same about you, you'll manage the 
man iage business somehow." 

"There'd be mighty few marriages in this country now days if they all had to wait for a certain sum 
of nacmcy." 

Short Shavings. 

A lady north of Horace, who is one of the cheese factory's best customers, called a week ago after 
the roads had been blocked, and said she wished the micker would himy and come up fliere for she 
had on haiidattt^ time, ten days milk saved up. 

Someone e?qnessed on tiie Scotia street the other day, that Senator Doyle had finally got his picture 
in die piq>a:s, even if it was without pants. 
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February 14, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

AFEWTHIN^ 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Wiittm by Gecttfge Gowen 

PoLillry C olumn 
Good Samaritan 
Short Shavings 

Stories From W PA. 

Time, tide and the WPA bus wait lor no man. At least ttiat seems to be the idea prevalent at North 

Loup. 

So the story goes, it occurred to the boss that the men were getting a little later each morning upon 
their arrival at the power house for their take off to the hinterlands north of Ord where each day they 
perform their stint. 

Consequently the boss issued the order to the bus driver, that whoi the moming whistle blew (7 o* - 
clock) away they would go. 

On this particular moming one worker was about a hundred feet late. It wouldn't have mattered if 
he had been five feet late, the bus driver follow ed instructions and moved off. The 100 foot late man 
turned and started to run to the comer at the highway thinking he would catch on when the bus 
stopped at the stop sign. He would have made it too had the bus stopped, but that morning it didn't 
There was talk of filing a conq>Iaint for breaking the law, of having the boss fired and other terrible 
chastisements, but talk talk was all there was to it. 

But the prize story is of the man two miles north near 42 school house v/bo got a ticket to go to 
wofk. In place of trudging two miles to the power house he took his dinner and stood by the high - 
way. When the bus came along he waved and yelled and ran about something terrible but the bus 
never slacked its pace. The bus driver simply said, 'i ha\ e no instructions to stop for &at man." 

It seems too that there is ^oe num (p^aps more) who does considerable talking, especially about 
religion. Finally the boss became weary of the clatter and tmd to st^ it could not. So tius stcsy 
goes he appeal^ to the boss next hig^ up. He in turn wrote to his n^ higher brass collar at 
Lincoln, and he wrote on into Washington, each asking if theie was anything that could be done 
about a fellow who talked too much. The question went to die top authority who ever he is, perh£q)s 
the president hiBisel£ 

In Washington they studied the question from many angles, then wrote back and back and finally 
the wwi was relayed to the local boss llmt in as much as this is a fiiee coiiiitry, of free speech and 
religious conviotioos, tliat the onfy tldng tbey lm&w of was to allow the man to talk. 

llie ^iGt of tiie matter it is told, is tha:e are two talkers of extraordinary ability, both u sing religious 
tpsi^but of of^iosite context 

Then Ibere is flie ^^stion of tiie seats each one will sit^ in flie Inis. Smne around the edge are 
oolAer or w^iiier and ride better or w^otse than the rowdown ttpe detitiear. Wild i&osm over 

wbkii rides wlia?^ some thinkfag the older mea should hmt ttie cixaoe^ some thinkhf^ &st there 
first serve. Que big frit man made a wild run, flie ofl» day when the ixftiMie blew, so the story goes, 
and gjoit tite i;^i0^coni^ seat The bus boss ordecedhlm totossms&i flie comer seat man replied, 
**to het^ wiih ^ou. lust move m&if ysu tbiolc yoo are In^esiiQfU^'' Ibe boss a fittte fellow, didn't. 

hi sf&te of all tfie jokes and stories about msr WPA mai^ peoid^ 'wbat woiM im^ hap- 
pened to many of these pec^le and their families had it not been for this woxk. What would have 
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happened to these people had they lived in Russia. Let's just not think about it. Happy thoughts arc 
better for the digestion. 

Short Shavings. 

Herman Desel for the last year or two has been traveling looking for a new loealion. He is back 
home again, after having been in at least twenty states and he says this section under normal con- 
ditions, is the best he has seen. He was not in California, but was in the northwest, in Missouri, Ar- 
kansas, and all stops in between. He says Missouri is not so wonderful and besides the rocks, after a 
rain, the soil becomes hard as cement. 

At a party at the school house they had a spelling contest. Mrs. Hammond and Marion Maxson 
were the last to stand and Marion won. Marion is in the 9th grade and for two years was Valley 
county spelling champ. The last word that did the trick at the party was "archipelago" spelled 
backwards and Miss Marion spelled it in less than 20 seconds. She spelled it this way. "ogal epihcra." 

Roberta Maxson, daughter of Nate Maxson. who for a few years has been w orking in Lincohi, is 
taking a \ acation now in California, and. the story is, upon her return, plans to wed. 

in the \\ oiid-Herald. Feb. 6. in the nationally published column. "Fxplore Your Mind." by Albert 
Wiggam. he told of teaching children to read as follows, ''At Unixersity of Nebraska. Dr. Roy Deal 
carried out an experiment — " Roy Deal w as superintendent of schools at North Loup in the year of 
1918 and ^ 1 9. and was a very successful teacher, going Jxom here to Wesleyan university and 
remaining e\er since. 

The Girl Cadets of the Scotia high school twirl flags along with their marching. Miss Estella 
Bredthauer. the teacher, said the idea came from Switzerland and as far as she has been able to find 
out. this is the only girls cadet team in the United States that does that. The flags are carried and 
twirled something the same as a drum major tw iris a baton. 

Heniy Dulil/ had his sale billed for last Thursday. On account of the storm Martin brothers called 
from St. Paul and said they could noi come to do the auctioneering. Heniy then called Ord and Bert 
Cummins and Chas. Burdick went tearing down to Hank's place below Scotia. They started the sale 
sometime after two and by fwc were done. E\en at that 1 thought the prices were \ er\' good, A ma- 
nure spreader that Henry benight two years ago for S4 brought S24. one cow brought SSO and one 
new born calf brought S 1 6. J doubt if there were fifty people on the grounds and the snow blew so 
fiercely that everyone moved, inside the bam. 



February 21, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Resolution Broken 
That Resohiticm 
Coming Home 

Resolution Broken. 

I was pleased last wedt wtim I lead in the Qim &at Joe Knmcd^ had filed fiir tibe unicameral 
legislature. I have knomi Joe finr a long time, die las^fm fem& Iraving doitejxinddeEable bi^iiess dt 
his ofBce, and I wiU sajrin all truthfulness that he is one of the nicest men I ever knew. 

I can say tte ^smet too finr Ctoei^ Dsm and I hope too ttnt he gets eleeted as a delegate to flie 
Republican NatioiKai Convi^atton. l^at is an hoss&t mi m w^^e&oQ most any of us would like to 
have. 
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That Resolution. 

Now I have brdcen the rule that I resolved on New Yeaf s day last It just goes to show Ike strength 
of character that I possess. 

Never-the-less, that resolution was that I would do no more urging in this column for any political 
candidate. In the first place, I am not so sure but that if I iirged the voting for some candidate to some 
ofRce, but what the voters mi^t react and vote for the other person. I am not so sure but what 
anything I might say would lose the candidate more votes than it made him. 

It is pretty hard to get into an election campaign without condemning someone, or at least com- 
paring one man with the other. The pay I get here (a dollar a word) is hardly high enough to justify 
making enemies. More than that, taking sides, might, even cause hard enough feelings so that the 
subscription list would drop, although 1 can hardly believe anyone would take me that seriously. 

Several experiences the last year or two woke mc up to make this resolution. First, 1 was waylaid 
one night in (irceley and a man with a fierce eye told mc a thing or two. explaining in no definite 
terms, that 1 had said dungs wrong in this column. 1 don"i believe yel thai 1 did, but thai man seemed 
to think so. 

The sad part of it all is that in several instances the other candidate than I supported was elected. 
That is what made me \\onder if what 1 said canicd much weight. And when the other man is elect- 
ed, one is in a little embarrassing position, should he ask tor favors from the \ ictor. 

Perhaps I might mention another instance of politics, and that is of the contest for super\ isor be- 
tween Ed Lee and Jake Barber, a year ago. Both men had long been close friends of mine and I re- 
soKcd to say nothing against either man during the campaign, which was about as much talked of as 
any contest we have had in this section of the country. 

Frequently ! mentioned the men in this column, as you may recall, and 1 tried to tell and prog- 
nosticate the situation as time went on. My wife checked the copy each time too for some word of 
slander that might get by me. 

The votes in the end were less than five difference, and the funny part of it all was that both men 
came to me afterwards and thanked me for the help 1 gave them during the cair^aign. I have been 
wondering ever since just what influence 1 had, if an\ . in that affair. 

Cominji Homk'. 

Carrol Thomas has been gone in Dakota and points as far west as Washington state since the 
middle of last summer. His folks had been expecting him home sometime this spring. The other 
night, long after his folks had gone to bed. a car dro\ e into the yard and Claud sputtered to his wife, 
wondering who that could be. thinldng it was someone wlio had encountered trouble in the hills to 
the east as so frequently happens. 

"It is probably Carrol coming home." Mrs. Thomas joked, and in a few minutes they found it was 
their son and no one else, and there w as rejoicing. 

Carl Wolf is back from a year in Calilbrnia. He has been working, so they say. on a daily farm for 
seventy dollars a month or more, but was unable to get rich at that He says he liked California tine, 
but he likes Nebraska better. 

Mrs. Win. Schudel gave a report at the local club of their recent trip to the deep south. New 
Orleans and Shreveport. La. She says that no place they saw did it look good enough to trade for 
NcbraNka. They stopped in Missouri too, and although things arc different there, it seemed to them 
no better if our country w^ould just stage a come-back like ten and tw enty years ago. The ground is so 
sogg> and hard to till that twenty acres of com is about one man's limit to tend and most of the work 
is milkuig cows and selling milk to the condenseries. 

1 hey saw almost all the local people who had gone there with the exception of Hcniy Sautter w^ho 
was sick at the time w ith the flu. He also, so they understood, was sick with homesickness* He is 
batching it now, his folks expecting to leave Scotia when school is out. 

Shre\'epon is in the center of an oil producing area, and Mrs. Schudel says, the nearer they came to 
the oil fields, the higher was the price of gasoline. 
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Negroes do most of the wttrk in the south, the white ladies, many of them, not knowing or 
expecting to leam. even how to do dishes or cook. There is still that gcntr> class (like described in 
"Gone With the Wind") and much ol' the feeling toward northern people is that they are Damned 
Yankees and that the North really never won the war. 



February 28, 1940 

The ^ Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

I Apologize 

Not Such Bad Mm 

ASUxy 

I would Uke to &^hem my 9p(Ao0 and ws^fci for fim piope I nmnte ix^eek before last rc^garding 
the incidCTts I mentioned about WPA. It was my emxt Mt I did not know tiia:e was sudx a strong 
undercurrwt of feeling aia^^ the men, and had I known it, fiuft piece n^iv^ would imve been writ ten 
by roe. I have oideavored for a time to stay away fiom these problems where the sentiment runs 
hi^. is once I m^ly failed. 

Itsht^ly goes to ^low how a pmsm will get fooled cmce in a while. I was told those inc idents, and 
heard than told a dozen or more times; and told too, by mm who weve cm die ^lOt In evoy in^E^uie e 
fliey were told as jokes accompanied ^dtti cone^x»uiing guf&ws and he-haws. My i»ily hesitaticHi m 
wxhiiig them was that periu^ ftey mij^ be old staff add of no ktfo^st However, tfielaiid is so full 
of jokes about the WPA and odio- such oiganizations that I tfaougjit diese would be atnusilig 
additions to tiie alreai^ b^ Ikt of stories. 

After alt, ia anottio: fbSs is pul>lic business^ saj^fioited fiom Ifae public purse, and anyflUi^ 
c(mceroii% i^ or ai^ person who is fortunate encn^ to be in chaige of it, is bound to get more or 
less pubUdty in tfie papers ixAettier tfa^ want it or not If they cannot take it they beXbest get itdo Ibsek 
own business. In spite of this, I assume the blame for tiiis affiur, for I have tried to stay out of these 
controversial qu^cms andlme I nnost surety ftited* 

The paper ioA m tnim dum been printed liam I lealib^ I iafor it A dossen tnen spcdce aMttf 
the piece ttie first day. The durd day one person cornered me on Htm street md among o&fft ieri^te 
w(Hds, heofl^d^ "wbip me. For a &ct I didn*t to bemi^pped. I offered to print anotib^pieee 
and corre<$^ sftetiEmi^ls dM wei^ wrong. 

''Hell no," he shouted. "You have said too mudl already. And if I want anything wrttten 1*0 dio it 
myself or get someone to do it who knows how to writer*' 

Well, ttiat sorta imokm^ down a not^ We on tmst streeti?^ira tins occurred, ^diin a few 
minuses everyone m town and Hbe eounti^^de knew of Ihe ^idiipping I was going to get. Everyone 
stood ready to watch the fill diereof. However, that day passed, and another, and I am still sound, but 
still le^aa&ling. 

More Hbm ttiat, die word of i^s last incidrat had no more than been circulated than a multitude of 
other men, WPA workers mostly, began to seek me out "Come here George," they would whisper 
and lead me bdiimi ffie cc»ner, ^Here's anotfier story you can put in the paper, better than any you 
hid^ere, but don't tell I told you.*" 
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The result that I stim^ enough now, similar to those told week before last, so that ftm 
Quiz mi^t print a special WPA edition as far as quantity is concerned. 

It has all been highly aonising to the oomitryside and, flie city people, but not so fiimy for me^ As I 
said last week, it is my constant endeavor not to say anything to make enemies. It seems there has 
been considerable grumbling among the WPA workers more about the transportation end than 
any oAer, and my piece week before last simply blew the cover off the seething pot. 

Again I offer my apology and express my regret for it all, that I got into the mess that really was 
none of my business, only just as a taxpayer and a friend (or at least try to be) to everyone con- 

Not Such Bad Men. 

And mentioning the WPA workers, we should not speak too roughly of them in this country. For 
the most part these men are victims of misfortune, many of them victims of the misfortune of the 
weather over which no one has had an\ control. 

There is hardly a one who would noi lake another job anyplace if he could get it. There was an 
opening some time ago in the cheese factory for a boy at S40.00 a month. Several WPA workers 
begged for that job. at less pa\ than the> were getting on the road. Let the word be known that a 
farmer wants a hand (the poorest paid help in the county) and that farmer will have a host of 
applicants before night. 

Looking at it from this light, most of these men have been driven to this so called relief work to 
keep their families from going hungry. Some have operated big fanns. worked at good jobs, man- 
aged well too, but in a land of drouths like we have had. the best men will lose, and most farmers 
will go under sure as fate. Another year like the past and we ourselves may be there too. 

The bosses of these men have a more diftlcult time to manage their crews than if they were doing 
their own hiring and firing. The men arc a little resentful and downhearted in the first place. They 
feel too, they are as smart as the boss, that he only has his job from a little luck, and he might be in 
their shoes had not that luck befallen him. They can see no future to their job, no advancement, and 
only the reward in sight, to keep from hunger. 

As I said, we shouldn't be too rough on these men. They are a part of our people, part of our 
countiT, and some of them never had a chance to take much. Just let this organization grow a little 
bigger and become more dissatisfied, and they will form political parties and put their men in office. 
Men like Hitler and Stalin get their first holds among that kind of disheartened and dissatisfied 
classes. Our government must be one for all, all for one, or our system and government will fail as 
sure as the democracies of Germany and Russia failed. 

A Story. 

Art Babcock tells the storv of a revival meeting held a few vears aso. as I understood, at a little 
school house noiih of Horace. Art was apparently the chauffeur for the minister and the congregation 
that evening were quite prone to responding at different times with the expressions, "Praise the 
Lord." 

It happened that they were short of a good organist, and as a consequence called on a lady who was 
not very expert at the art of music. She struggled along with the piece they w ere singing and finally 
in despair gave up the job, stopped the music, tumed to the minister and said she would hav e to give 
it up. 

'Traise the Lord, praise the Lord,'' several voices piped up as she walked back to her seat. 



A Few Things to Think About! 



153 



March 6, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Money Matters 
One-Armed Bandits 
Dream Model 
A Necessity 

Money Matters. 

Albert Babcock of the North Loup Cooperative Credit Ass'n., says that he averages to ship iota 
N<^rtb Loup about a thousand dollars a week to cash checks with. More than that be seldom ships any 
money out. Only once or twice has he taken in enoi^JiKMi^y £i>r that. 

On the other hand he and the town of North Loup always have a surplus of pennies. Se vend times 
he has loaded up a batch of them and took them to Ord and traded them to the banks th^ whett 
they seem to be glad to get them. 

With nickles he just about plays even. A few times he has bc^ ^Ort of IhCT and when he is he 
goes to Scotia where he can buy all he needs. At Scotia tha:e are several one armed bandits and slot 
machines and they gather the surplus nickles apparoifly. 

With all the other pieq^ of moHI^ WSd coins he tism distressingly short all the time if he doesnH 
ship in currency. He made no attoiqrt to explain the reason for it all; just told the situation that exists. 

One-Armed B»dits. 

And speaking of one-armed bandits, if a pmon iimfel to be held up by one of them, there are 
usually plenty in Scotia. Few cities allow them any more and Scotia has the distinction of being one 
of the few. 

Not long ago I w^ in a place of business where one was in <q)eration and the jack-pot gpl oat of 
order. The proprietor took a key and opened the machine up. He tinkered it awhile, taking out about 
thirty-five nickles. When he finally had it repaired, he handed these thirty -five nickles to the lady 
cleik who itelij^todly eoas^dted to ring than haxik into tfie madiine. She not only rung this $1.75 
wofdiof mi^es bs^ but as w<m, would ring bad^lbe winning too. 

In less ibm a half hour die diirty-five nic^ktes weit E^My devoured by the cme-armed bandit. 

Dream M^dd. 

Alfi:ed Christensen, who has been winning most of die prizes with his Chester White M die 
surrounding county fidts the last few years seems w&t to be ^stirely satisfied fiir iec@]% he 
pmeSms&i and in^iMted two small hogs fiom Iowa, and die^ prcnnise to be something bett^ yet than 
tmhask^ 

The sire of die male pig be boiigltt hi» a name of Rainbow SiQirane and be has hem world's 
chanqrim at Ae hitemati<^al Show tof ttiree ym%^ Ihe inotiier of ttuspigof Alfi^d^s was gpnd 
chaiXQnon sow last year, so if blood lines have anydung to do widi it, dus pig of Alfired's ou^t to be 
somediiiig extra to be sure. 

Alfied bought a gilt too, the sire of this pig named Dream Modeler, and the heritage bexc is about 
as meritorious. 
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No liftte complaint feGs^beeti registered lately tha^flie office of the siG&ocds alli^ agmistD sdlimt 
students and orders for ocpensive articles. The most tcc&lt'vm ^lat of an agent took onkrs 
for eight dollar class riogs. 

It serins most of tiie students allowed him to take their isnnes and then tiiey ruslied home for Ae 
eight dollars, as if eight dollars was an inconsequential sum, and any man who could not dig it up 
prcmtO w^ a tight wad of the highest order. 

My daughter nearly wept alligator tears when I demurred slightly at the idea. I inquired who was 
buying those eight dollar rings anyway, and She informed ttie with a sigh of distress, ^'Why all the 
kids. Daddy." 

Still I was stumped. Many of the families represented in her class (all classes for that mat ter) are on 
relief of some nature and many of those not on relief are having a heck of a time paying their bills for 
the necessary expenditures. But she seemed to think that an eight dollar class ring was an absolute 
necessity and that ended all arguments. 

I wonder if Crawford will loan me eight dollars. 

Short Sha\ ings. 

Ed Lee was a little put e)ut because of the way the papers reported the election at the recent 
Farmer's Grain and Supply cojiipan_\ . Hd said that he went to the otTicials before ilie eleetit)n and 
absolutely refused to ser\e any longer. As a consequence his name was not voted on or hardly 
mentioned. Me said the report, in one paper at least, indicated that he lost to Vodchnal when as a 
matter of fact he was not a candidate. 

Harlow Babcock says that he docs not work late at nighi in his garage because he partic ularly 
enjoys it or because he is just naturally slow. He says that when a boy he worked on a farm where 
the ov\ ner got up about nine in the morning and w orked until nine or ten at night to make up for the 
loss in the mominu. At that time it seemed foolish to Earlow\ 

Earlow says he can get more actual work done after eight o'clock at night than any other time 
during the day. At all other hours during the day. he just gets started at a repair job when someone 
runs in for a small job or comes and talks or figures on a job. About eight o'clock, this kind of trade 
almost ceases, and then Earlow can really make headway on a repair job. 

One man told me that he always sets his alarm clock on Sunday morning the same as the other 
days. Not that he gets up on Sunday moniing w hen the alarm goes off, but so he can sleep. The best 
sleep of the night, he says, is after the alann goes off. 

August Kriewald's dog can run 341/2 miles an hour by the speedometer of my car. 
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March 13, 1939 

The Qrd Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THBVK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

We May be Sorry 
May Go Pop Too 
News From Afar 
His First Letto* 

We May Be SoEl^^ 

A little discussion in the cheese factory the other day was carried on by an Ericson man and the 
local nestors who had congregated there. The Ericson man was asked about the abandonment of the 
branch line raihoad to that towa. 

Most of the people, he said, are very opposed to the tal^^ up of the line, but on the other hmd, 
most of the haul^o^ goes to the trucks. In other words, so some loafer offered, the people want the 
ra i 1 road to pay taxes. 

The vety saime tilling going to hi^»efi in the N. L. valley that is happening to Ericson some of 
these days, so ftc opinion of this austere group decided, if the people do not take upon themselves a 
little more re$ponsibility to see that the railroads get their share of &e bissiness. Regardl^ of 
wheth^ we have any love for the railroads or not, or what they may have dmie in the pas^ or 
whether we like the trucko^ better, the &ct remains that the raihoads pay an CTOrmons tax and 
without that tax payment, many districts would find th^nselves, in a bad plight 

There is another pomt about die railroads that (teserves strong consideration and a responsilnlity on 
our part to keep ifaetn running their trains and tiiat is fioiii a niilitafy stanc^int. Military men claim 
that one tmoQ wft^ our country is so invulnerable and so easy to protect fiom an invasion is because 
of our msay xtiboads that can be used for tcdispoEtation of siq^lies. 

Perhaps we have ccMe to anew order^traaqp^tatira Jii ttm eomMiyi fiom caiboads to tnicis and 
busses. When we see tiie tmm go st^noidng bade and fonfti day after day witfi haidly enoiigih JB^e^t 
for ballast, mmy pes^h vmnSes: if it is all for die best, and if in the end, vrbssx we are fyced witti die 
problem Ericson is, we will not be sony. 

WeBiij Gd P«|i 

And still talldi^ of tspses^ two men in the second hand |c»tet ^ other dsy, two ii^ i;Ao are heavy 
land owners, and land wither mxtgiB^ too« were clairKusg ik^ wm pat^ to quit paying thdo' 
taxes. Tb<^ mtm going to hold on le^g im^y cm, iQien^ tfie caunQr have tfie land. This has al - 
ready beendco^ with cify piop^ty. They ehdm for the life of them, for the last fen years ti«^ could 
not tidte iti ^Kmi^ money from tiie land to {My the taxes. They have now used up tfieir surplus and 
are broke — land broke. 

One man was ^my ttiat he had not moitg^gedhis land a few years ago. That way he said he could 
have sold out As it is he can neither sell or borrow on it now or take in mcmg^ to pay the expenses 
on it 

Some districts are mudh worse ibm GOms too: Ox mm north of l*kHlfa Loup had taxes M about 
two dollars an acre. North of his land, less than a mite, iii ttie 42 and Glean districts, the tax is ai great 
deal less and all this because of#ie iaih^oad land ^ere. ^itin ttiesediistricts^ cM^ 
just as vinSU tbs im^ mt m good and die police i»ot^ctic«i is flie same. It is ncM hardly a fohr sbsks 
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for certam distdcts to g@t tbe taitiQad ttK, wMe obess, a few miles away^ vAm support Ae rail- 
roads as xnudi as tfie first, get mt^i&xadmQney, 
Soinethinghastobedooeaboiit ourlaiidtax w^ will go pop. 

News From Afar. 

A to^ fiom Paul Le^ i^ bow lives at the Oddfellow*^ biomei at Yoik sssgs Ibat lie is ^ing 
along fine and likes it ttere. He lias h&m busy eva since he has been there and ammg o&er tim^ 
has helped butcher forty hogs and put down die meat He expects to go to work soon in the gardens 
belonging to the home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vance Jones write also &om northern California (Simnyvale) that tiiey have been 
having the biggest floods there for many years. ''The beets, peas and small plants are all under 
water," she says. "We drove aroimd to see it ni^t before last and when the water went ovor iSbe 
running board we changed our minds about going further. That was on the highway near Alviso. 
That town is built up on pegs as they often have high water, but not like this." 

His First Letter. 

And speaking of the letter from Paul Lee, Billings Clark thinks this is the first one Paul has ev^ 
written. And by the way, it was a nice letter, full of news of his work, spelled, punctuated and para- 
graphed properly. 

Billinys says Paul told him not lony auo. when ho (Paul) was a young fellow, there happened to be 
a girl in another town that his folks leased hini about and among other things, about writing to her. 
Paul was always more or less bashful and as a eonsequenee of this talk he balked on the writing busi- 
ness. He beeame a little stubborn and the oeeasion ne\ er arose sinee that he needed to write a letter 
and, in the end, last winter, when he was telling Billings about it he never in his life had written a let ^ 
ter. 

Billings said. "All right. When you gel down to York, you change your ways and write me a 
letter." This one to me was a result of that, for Paul instrucicd me to let Billings see the letter, along 
with his sister, brother and the Oddfellow lodge. 

That's Fine. 

In Scotia, they have Summers and Winters the year around. 



March 20,1940 

The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

The Farm Hon^ 
Taxes Again 
Short Shavings 

ineFanttHoiiie. 

According to an article li&t loilg ago iii die Daily, die lAiivecslly of lieinS^ca has no less than two 
homes eepa^fped and matoaiiied Sir^ use and training erf* die Domestic Science classes. It is the 
plan now to establ^ a dM hociie, Ms one to v^Eesent a &rm home. 

Heaven help die univ^iBi^ if ftejr do, fiir if dic^ did dutt stunt it ^f^oodd be very vmMr mit to make 
diat h^Eie like die avei^ fism hcHne^ and in that event a giii would be a fit subject for die a^i^lum if 
she chose diat one tA place of the odier. 
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In the tlrst place, a gicat percent of the farm homes now days are rented ones, and this situation is 
getting worse ... wait a minute, maybe it is better. Landlords, in these drouth times (or an> other 
times for that matter) are not tumbling over themselves to repair the houses. Most of the fami homes 
over the country arc eettinu a little nearer the uround each vear. The tenant is not uoinu to spend 
rchef money, or any other money he might accidentally get, to buy repairs for the landlord and the 
landlord is not going to put out more money than he can help. He usually can help it too. 

So far so good. The university should make a typical farm home. To make it conform to the 
average there should be an outside toilet and this need not be very elaborate nor need it be a fancy 
government structure. 1 think striking an a\ erage, there should be one. al though there are some fami 
homes where there is none at all. 1 could elaborate much fiirther here but i do not want this to 
become monotonous. 

The farm home might have a snik to strike an average although many don't. To make it conform 
they should set a bucket under it to drain the water or for a pipe outside they might cut a hole in the 
floor and that \\ ould be a luxur\' far too great for a fami renter. 

Although some fann homes ha\ e w ater piped into the house, surely the most of them do not. A 
well, twenty rods (or forty) from the house would be more natural. If the well is near the bam that is 
all that can be expected. I can think of two wells made recently (by loan companies too) and both of 
them were tw enty rods or more from the house and down a steep hill to boot. 

One outside door to the house is all that a farmer should e\ er need or want. What famier would be 
so foolish as to desire a fmnt door and back door both. To find one's way to the parlor, visitors of a 
famier should expect to traipse through the back porch, past a dozen swill pails and shot guns, worm 
around the separator and a sick cat, then into the kitchen and from there to the front room. One who 
does not get about the country houses would be surprised as to how many places are just like that. 

Clothes closets are unheard of in many farm homes. Why would a farmer need a clothes closet 
when he has such few clothes anyway and a Sunday suit lasts a lifetime? 

The univei*sity fami home should ha\ e a chicken coop in the front yard and perhaps a calf pen too. 
as the livestock is handier fed there than off further. Some fami homes are fenced from the pigs and 
chickens but not many of the rented ones are and more often than not the cars are parked and left 
standing close to the door. Striking an average the university should not expect a lawn but a smooth 
highway to the front door. (No. the door) 

Perhaps off a little distance as one approaches the fami home, the imiversity might have a tough 
gate to open. This might not he necessary, but it is quite common. 

Two dogs should greet the caller, barking until the welkin rings The university might only have 
one dog, if he barks a plenty, but 1 rather think two would be the right number as many farm homes 
have many more. A litter of pups ... well maybe that would be too many. These dogs not only should 
bark but they smell of your tires and do other things too. There should be at least a dozen cats too. 

The farm home should not be bothered with electricity or any of those foolish gadgets or monkey 
doodles. The university could buy a few kerosene lamps, a hand washing machine and an ice box 
without any ice. The farmer need not fret over the butter getting soft, because sure enough it will get 
hard when w inter comes. If the well is not too fer away a barrel might be fixed out there where the 
girls can get along fme with refrigeration. 

Now I have just tried to strike an average. I have not taken up the subject of the tenant houses or 
the place the hired man and his wife and children live. I don't suppose the vmiversity would consider 
them as farmers, for no one else considers them as anything — that is judging from the homes mai^ 
of them are sl^^Ued with. Hcccy upon us, let's don't think about it 

Taxes Again. 

Here is a new idea about taxes, propounded by Albert Babcock. He thinks, as many do, that we 
should have some new and different kind of taxes to supplant the present burdensome properfy tax. 
He was in favor of an inc(mie tax but was definitely <^x)sed to a sales tax. 
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Whoi I askei him Vf^^ 8ai4 **The sales tax is too painless. We would all be paying them and 
not know it What we want is a tax that will make us groan when we pay and then we wffll be a Mtfle 
more careful how flie officers spend our money.** 

The idea is good enough, but under that theory, what's the trouble mOx the preset system. 

Short Shavings. 

Will Davis writes his brotho* Edgar that they are well settled in Michigan. He said that their pas ture 
land is so wet that it has to be tiled. Edgar said that after living in Nebraska as long as he has, if he 
should move back there he'd leave a little comer without the tile so as to continually Icnow what wet 
weather was. 

At a meeting in Scotia a month or so ago telling ttie farmers how to beautify ihcir farmstead, the 
question arose where to plant the garden. Some smart alec said the best place to plant it is in the 
chicken yard. He maintained that is the only place one could expect to grow anything as the hoppers 
would take the garden any other place. 

He was given a cold look by several, one woman in pailicular doing an extra good job of looking 
so the man said no more. F\cn at that he may have been right. Plant the garden in the chicken yard. 
Then the hoppers w ill eat the garden, ific chickens will eat the hoppers and then the lainier can eat 
the chickens. That wav a fanner mieht do well w ith a uarden. 

In Scotia there is a Husch all the lime. On the other hand, in North Loup there are Noycs' all the 
time. In fact there are several big Noycs' and at least one little Noyes. And while we are mentioning 
it, there are several little Husch s down at Scotia besides the big Husch's. 

March 27, 1940 

TheOfdQuiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

A Nice Ride 
Everycme's Frimid 
Short Sbai^igs 
OhMylOhKfy! 

Sevend i^^ei^ i^^ i^n Hiomas De!oirey% first trijp to #is $|ate, Clarence Davis, who had to make 
a trip to Omaha, made it a point to arrive in Grand Island at the poper tee so &at he rode on the 
smse t^m with the cancfidate. Consequently, Clarence was wifli and visited wiA Mr. Dewey for 
about three hours. 

Clarence says he was well inqnessed with the candidate and as &r as Clarence could detect, 
Mr. Dew^*s ideas seemed wary sound liifo. Dew^ I0M how he luKt wciked on a &rm as a yrang 
man. He also talked some time of his work in New York CSty as district attomey. He told 
Clarence* alo^ iKdIfa the oAers, that in each speech^ he tried to give some sound pohit of ec onomics 
to hri^itm his taJks. 

It was stormy that day but as they came to Fremont Mr. Dewey said if th^e were only one p^mn 
on tfie platform who had made lke tnp to tibe depot to see he would wmt to go out Clar^ice 
was vefy mudi surprised at flie inems in the papers sdlsrwards of how Mr. Demf called difl^Mt 
men down for speaking out of turn; for Clarence said nothing that he saw indicated any such ttttttude* 
He said diat if it happoned it must have been at SKsne time before he got on the train. 
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There were a dozen or more men on the train riding with Mr. Dewey. He had a special compart- 
ment in the car and in turn the different local men were called in to \ isit with the candidate. 

Clarence, being a candidate for delegate to the republican convention, made it plain that that ride 
witli Mr. Dewey did not mean he was necessarily for Dewey for president in preference to anyone 
else. He just said that Mr. Dewey impressed him favorably, that he was mce appearing, that his ideas 
seemed sound as far as Clarence could detect. 

It is important that anyone who may be elected as a delegate to either national convention should 
find out all he can about all the candidates and we believe that Mr. Davis will do that very thing 
about each Republican candidate so that, if elected, he can use his best judgment in voting at the 
meeting in Philadelphia in June. 

More, this was a short trip that any of us would be glad to have taken. 

Everyone's Friend. 

Joe Knezacek, after traveling to many of the different towns in his effort to win the nomin ation for 
the unicameral reports that things look good to him. He finds more friends than he expected, or at 
least he finds more people who pretend to be his friends, than he expected. 

And who is there who has ever met Joe, who is not his friend? 

Short Shavings. 

And here is a little trick in voting that might help out a favorite candidate. If three men are running 
for two offices and we are anxious to nominate one of the three, in place of \'oting for two as the 
instioictions say, if we only vote for one it would he better. Voting for two makes a half a vote 
against our man. 

Regardless of the ridicule made of James Cromwell, the minister to Canada and his multi-miUion- 
aire wife Doris Duke, the worst thing about his recent speech was the truth it contained. 

Oh My: Oh My! 

Following are a few remarks gleaned from a talk with Alx in Brox, the county assessor. 

What is going to happen to the cities like North Loup. Arcadia and Ord if we revalue the property 
this year down to where sales indicate the valuation should be? I replied, simply raise the levy and he 
replied there is a limit to the amount that can be levied and that in many cases the limit is reached. 
He said if the property levy is scaled down as some are talking it would throw Ihe municipalities into 
bankruptcy, he is afraid. 

He said many people are refusing to pay their taxes now, simply selling their property to the 
counties in that way. For every piece of property where the owners refiise to pay their taxes, the sit- 
uation is just that much worse for those that are left who are paying. 

He refused to speculate what would happen if the districts were thrown in bankruptcy. 

There is a conflict in the statutes, one saying the valuation can be forced down if actual sales are 
established to prove the point, such as the Art Watts property (a good two story house in good repair) 
selling for $300 and the elevator selling for $500, and another statute says that the different 
properties should be kept in line. 

He said it is a little wrong where extra lots are valued so high, making the tax on property with 
eight lots much higher than one with one lot (the houses the same) for the lots are of little value. In 
several instances p^ons have had their property divided and only pay cm the lot on which the house 
stands. 

He said farm lands oUi^ide t|ie l^ge sch£K]d idistll0ts are not worrying him so iWGh. £te niai^taiii^ 
diat if we only had crops those taxes would not be so bad. He said that they average abUflit; ^6 311 
acre. It is the property in the three large school di$t|icts that keeps him aw^l^i^lgb^ FlttlSilMid there 
is about $2.00 an acre. Small tracts in the city are taxed around $6.00 an acre or at the rate of $1000 a 

quarter. 

He said too that at the court llKSlse, or at least in his, the treasure's ^id cleak's office is not the 
pll^ to bov/l about the high taxes. At the school meetings and town^^U^ meetings the amount of 
money to ma the afbirs are voted and these ofGcials only do their best to make ttie taxes collected, 
p£iy the bills. 
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He said he had been at most all the state meetings for County assessors and other tax gatherings 
and he does not believe there will be any sales or income tax placed in om* laws. He says that in the 
eai^tem psot of ^ slate, itee la^ge nn^&ipalities^ lhesentimerftis veiy strong against it. He says there 
is quite a sentiment in the country districts for some supplementary tax but even out here it is not 
unanimous. 

He said too that it is a mistake that the H. O. L. C. and the Federal Land Bank properties are 
exempt from taxation as was reported in the daily papers. That happened back in an eastern state but 
these Fedefal institutions are still paying here. Grain held for government loans etc., is exempt 
however. 

Mr. Brox at least gives us something to think about, should some of our districts be lliiown inio 
bankruptcy. 



April 3,1940 

The 0^ Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOI T! 

Written by George Gowen 



More About Taxes 
Invited to Stay Away 
Fine Plays, Fine Acting 
Finis 

The first fellow im BO chance* Since I menticmed Is^ week of a small acreage in the ylSi^e of 
North Loup tsmi ^ pilars an wsm ^ rate of ab@at $1000 a quarter, and ^ ddy imoiim 
from liit^ tmi^ is ngriOpM^ Or 0^$&tMg m i^pislxam for the owners milk cows, I have hem told 
of sev^;al odiero^ sini^^ hut the best stoiy is as follows: 

One lady owns four lots. She owns no buildbgs on or near tibte kHs and llie only value of 1|tm h to 
gardim or to ^llEacypit to raise potatoes or com. Hie taxes coi Ihsm lots are $I8.Si6 a year. Hiese four 
lots, figuring &e center of the street on three sides and te crater of iim aUi^ m ikm ftmcfli, 
would be vei|r ckm to a l^an aet^. At that r^, calling it a half an acre yMch it fklls short o^ this 
tia0t is taxed flie xate of S^iO.OO a quarl^, ayear . 

T1to^f0^on of the d^idct b^oig forced into bankn^ilc^ anottiSF yi^ if the valuations are lowered 
in line with recent $al^ Is^ tMPCwi^t maiQr wild afgiimeaits in die village the last week. heavy 
pr^^ty owner jiiodkkried fhiit^^^ district td gp htio teknaplE^ ts the best ibst mm fe^^ 
to it He said he welconi^ the time. He ^d it would singly bfmg pte^iai^ to bear and show the 
pmj^ ^Osai diere is a limit to the taxes a countiy can stand and show tiiem has got to be some 
ott^^ system oiacted besides i^ddling^v^litfe flii^ property Iedu 

Anotfa^ wm in the ctowd ^sM t&o ^isi p&^^B^ {t would be a good thing to let the b6n<ttl0ldic$ 
wonry a litde ovex* die situation. Hie bonds now draw five per cent and they are not optionsd. If they 
were> the dtsldi^ i^^fe&isaice limjmossy Sir i^undb$£tthc prca^ taK^ oir m&x 

Thorn mm i^mmAmM m m ds^fyMmi ibt# b«»iM^^ take ^d ol<^ 

the schools or involve the district into bankruptcy m s^ame over bad soUQ<ctt^ acti<»^#at would not 
get ttte bcw#0j|dat]$ die ffl^ney, and Ac Qioney is ii^iat lhsy want And don't MsSl ^ a minute that 
N^rffit is tibe only town wfdi^s predicament. R not always the same problem but 
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practically every small town is having its troubles and some are much w orse off than North Loup. 
E\cn those to\\'ns that recently built new school houses \\ith federal go\ ernment help and cheaper 
bonds are beginning to \v0n7 '^^^^ it looks like our troubles arc only beginning if the valuations, soon 
to be established over again, arc scaled down in accordance to recent sales. 

Invited To Stay Away- 

My attention was recently called to the fact that one of our local country ladies' club voted and 
refused to allow the fieldwoman for the A. A. A. to attend their meetings in the future. 

There was nothing personal against the woman; in fact all the ladies spoke highly of hen thinking 
her very fine. But the objection was that it was only a propaganda program of the A. A. A. More than 
fact, the club had the idea that this woman received four dollars a day for these meetings and mileage 
and that this money was taken out of the Soil Conservation checks. It was the sentiment of the club 
women that they would rather have the money in the checks than the visits of the woman. 

Fine Plays, Fine Acting. 

At the recent dramatic contest at Scotia it seemed to be the opinion of the wise guys sitting in my 
group that the selection of the play or reading had more to do with winning the prize of superior 
rating than anything else. 

Scotia won first on its play but it was a better story and a play that lent itself to character acting 
much more than any of the others. It was well done too, everyone thought. 

Miss Esther Zangger of the North Loup school did her part superbly in a rather ordinary play and 
won the big prize as the best actress of the evening. Arnold Shoemaker of Scotia won the big prize as 
the best actor but his was a character part, and not so hard, it is usually thought to perform as one 
such as Esther Zangger's which had to be acted exactly right all the time. 

It is quite the same with many of the children's contests such as calf and pig club contests. The 
prize calf invariably is the one that was selected best in the beginning. A boy w ilh a poorly bred calf 
regardless of the fine care given it, has no chance in the final rewards. And the school that fails to 
pick a good play, one that lends itself to acting, surely does not have a good chance of winning the 
big prize. 

And speaking of the plays, it is difficult to get good plays without paying a high royalty. Every one 
of the five presented had a sad ending. It reminds me of the saying that when an author can not think 
of any other way to end his yam he has the hero die. Every play there that evening left one w^ithout 
that friendly feeling: left one with the feeling that it did not end quite right; that there was not quite 
the proper wallop in the clinch. Even the Scotia play, which was far the best, ended with everyone 
weeping. 

Well, that's that, and probably hell to pay next Wednesday* 

Finis. 

If the fortune be with us to elect Joe Knezacek to the unicameral legislature he'll probably get his 
picture in the paper a plenty, but we can rest assured if he does the reason will be some other than 
because he appeared in the le^lative hall without his pants on. 
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April 17, 1940 

The Old Quiz 

AlEWmiNGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoige i^^en 



Coup d'etat 

He Was Telling Her 

Might Be 



Coup d'etat. 

The most clever and successful coup d'etat was staged in North Loup last week that one could 
imagine. Several men who were ia businm and on the Sitreet all day election day were completely 
stirprised when the results were learned, one man sa5dng he can usually tell when something like this 
is in the wind but this time he was entirely unawires. Eighty -four people went to the polls and wrote 
Melvin Cornell's name for town board, and no one but these eighty -four knew of it imtil the votes 
were counted. 

Another peculiar thing about it all is that as yet the barbarians (so called) cannot figure out any 
issue at stake worth going to the trouble of this coup d'etat. No one knows who belong to the Greeks 
and who belong to the barbarians with the exception of course of the Gre^ks^ Melvin Cornell md 
Erlo Cox, without doubt are of the Greeks ord^, and Otto Bartz, Gim Johi^on and Fre d Jackxnan are 
beyond questaou barbarians. 

A £^ ago a simiUir coup d'etat was staged and aldioi^ many thoiight it then was the liquor 
issue, one man said to me thai the nominees who were beaten unsuccessful financially. Smely 
^at cannot be the li^ascm T&mdsky of M^vin's elevation to office over the oth^ for everyone 
now days is wonrying more or less, you know. 

Tha:e has been considerable talk of late, since the taxes have become so burdOTSome^ that more 
real estate own^ shQuld Wm the; boaixl ItJtmppcai$ tiiat imthe past few years oil jjli^ fei^ l^li^has 
only be^ one real estate owner and one veiy heavy tax payer. Smm m^sss^ if fli^e liosad members 
red estate ownm &ey mii^ be a littfe mi^ cautious of their expenditures. It aU h lather 
m^^cm for Fred Jacloii^ 0l3i Johmon and Om BMz aie hme owne[$» tm pBism^ m^ ^si^^s 
cmisidsEed decrat cit^^, smi altmys made ibm my in ^ world It cm h^tdly sea^ 
plausible $ucfa a iMces^liil emi^ d'etat could be Stig^ iS^tely f&c the p^^tcie of placing non real 

TM& Tbwn of North Lm^ has alws^ been quitea i^Spm^ emter ^ &ry^is v^/withou^ 
hall» ^0on or Uqjmt ^aites em&pt boc^^;;^^ . Widun the lait th^ p^le have s^ar^otti^ 

seen the ligjbt and reformed to two beer padors and a pool halL Although fliese mm a 
years^ ^go mm: it mi a isoup d*t^ s^ed, ^ this last election, the beer padw affair was 
mentioned. M<o^ tkm (hat, Etlo Co;^ w^ is a board mcwb^ and runnii^ again is a mt&t fm the 
licen^ and he received votes from both barbarians and Gteeks^ 

Son^iope Sti^gge^ted that the new ociieiqsi^on tax enacted in Nordi Lot^^ whidi has caused a great 
deal of dissention, was die cause of diis coup, but diat could hardly be, because, a Ithou^ the law is 
still on the books th^ do^ not sem to be as^ atte^i^ mf vam^^ wk«i&Q % 

Time Imve b^en pcilixt$ of dii^ni^^ «qi6 idbcmt Hiil eiQr af &^ \m tmne^ diiai would mmamM 
any such exercise r £q>parandy took place in the dark of die ni^t. Hea^^ help us when we think of 
ini^I^ to 1^ 84 people t0 ii^te MMelvtn C&tmU^msm mA not tell a soul. 
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The barbarians have finally come to the conclusion that this coup d'etat was staged because of the 
Icar iliai if tw o of the three nominees were elected, in another year aaolher dr> man might get on and 
then the town would be without its beer. 

Otto B.. Fred J. and Glen J. have always been associated with the dry forces. However, should two 
of them have been elected in place of Cox and Cornell, there would have still been a control of the 
board in favor of liquor for the next year. 

Well, anyway Melvin Cornell, so the barbarians say. saved the day and the beer parlors. One fellow 
greeted him yesterday as the Beer Baron of North Loup and at another instance it was suggested that 
he resign from the Oddfellow lodge because of his connection with the liquor interests. (It is said one 
cannot belong to the Oddfellows and be in the liquor business). Another man begged him for a cigar, 
saying that machine politics are always Hush with favors. 

It is all highly amusing. It is a happy thought to the Greeks that their elaborate planning was so 
successilil; it is amusing to the barbarians that as far as they were concerned, the exercise was all for 
naught. Melvin is greatly elated that he w on an office w ithout e\ cr being nominated and against such 
successful men as his opponents. e\ en if the machine was responsible. 

And that is not quite all Melvin is pleased about. He had had the nomination for police judge (for 
which he w as defeated) and he had one fast friend ^who was a Greek and of course his name was not 
di\ ulged) that \ oted for Melvin for both jobs. 

And 1 am pleased over the whole affair too, for it gave me something good to whte about this 
week- 
He \\ as Telling Her. 

Dr. Grace Crandall, China missionaiy now in North Loup on a vacation, attended the travel lecture 
of Mr. Vance, Nebraska Farmer writer, and she says the pictures he showed of China and Shanghai 
were true enough of the city but he only sht)w ed the worst part of it. She says there is also a better 
section of the cii\ where everything is modem, with paved streets, electric lights and automobiles 
which makes one think of America. 

She expects to return to China in a few months, although she may go this time to interior China in 
place of the east coast 

Might Be. 

In the April 6 Saturday Evening Post, on page 87. there is a reference to Edward Ord. an officer 
who was w ith General Grant and General Lee at the time of the surrender. Several have wondered if 
it is the man for whom the city of Ord was named. 

April 24, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Are We Neutral? 

FoUowii^ ale a few of 1^ leasons wily we ^bould stay out of tihe Euippeaii war, or perhaps a &w 
reascms why we n^t get in. 

At the time Germany was grabbing Sudeten land fiom Czechoslovakia, Poland also grabbed a 
Ctodc. TIM was all lij^t tfi^ Polaiki but a hell ^ a note G^many grabbed all of PoUo^ 
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Frank Lillenttial, cheese mala^ at Nortti Loup who was bom and raised in Germany and whose 
fiither was killed in ttie W<nld War, said that one reason fiir Ihe mtipathy of tile Gemaas for ttte 
Poles was ttmt Hbn^ lattCT char]ged such heavy toll Sx tiie Gmnans to go across tibe bottl^iedc to 
Prussie, and this toll was not necessary or following the Golden Rule. 

One man expressed little sympathy for Norway. A month ago they forbade England to cross their 
country to help Finland. NeiAer would she help Finland herself. Now she is begging for help. 

When Finland was whipped and had to give Russia part of their land, the former tried to get the 
three Scandinavian countries to sign a non -aggression pact and to help one another in case of inva- 
sion. Norway was the country that would not sign it. Now she will have to have help or get whipped, 
and she is the first one to be invaded. 

The same may be said for Sweden. Now she will not help her sister country Norway. She waits 
unlil the latter is conquered, then to stand ready to be whipped herself. In place of helping Norway, it 
seems like she docs all she can tt> liclp dcnnany in selling Germany supplies and shipping the iron 
ore to her. one of the \ ital elements thai ma\ w in or iose the Gennan Fmpire. 

The same may be said of Holland and Helgium. They wait and wait until their tLU"n comes, to take 
their whipping. They not only do that; the\ sell all they can to Gennan> . the \er\ eoiintn that will 
take them e\entuall\. The\ e\en shoot at allied airplanes that happen to Hy o\er their border. 

All four Scandina\ian countries, speaking a language vei^' similar to one another, with interests 
much the same, w ould make a nation formidable to w ithstand most any assault, while separately they 
fall, like a bundle of sticks. But w ill they cooperate for the good of all? Not much? They w ill not 
even come to the others rescue w hen the oppressor attacks. One man said it served them right for 
their selfishness. The same might be said of Belgium and Holland. Together they would surely be 
much stronger. 

Most authorities consider Mussolini to he the smartest of the dictators. They think too, he is too 
smart to pick a tight against England and France. With England holding the Rock of Gibraltar and 
France in control of the Suez. Italy could be loo easily bottled up. With Italy's long coast line, she 
would he easy pickings for the tw o stronger nations and some diink the Allies would welcome her 
entry into the war on either side, for or against. 

Another point is that the Nile ri\ er heads in Ethiopia and should Eogjand and Italy go to war, Italy 
n^ighl di\ ei*t the irrigation waters of F.gypt. 

Everything seems to be falling right for the Germans. It is just as Hitler wants that each small 
country wait her turn to be captured. All of them banding together would make an impossible sit- 
uation for Germany, fighting at so many places at once. As it is, Kennedy came home from London 
and said the wagers were 40-60 in Cjcrmany's fa\or. 

The new map recently issued in the National Geographic shows Gemiany by far the bi ggest nation 
in Europe outside of Russia and this does not show Denmark and Norway as Gennan territory. Den- 
mark has been captured now. and it looks like Norway is nearly so. 

It is foolish to think Gcmiany will ever give Denmark back her freedom unless she loses the war, 
anv more than she will dve Poland or Austria or Czechoslovakia their freedom. It is foolish to think 
Hitler will stop at Norw ay, or at England or France. It is just as foolish to think he will stop when he 
has all of Europe under his heel. 

The United States has done quite nobly in their attempt to keep out of this war and still help the 
Allies subdue this oppressor. Yes we have done well in staying out. But in the orient had it not been 
for America's goods, ammunitions, shells, scrap iron, .lapan could not ha\e been as successful as she 
was. In a measure w e have been an ally to Japan in her terrible carnage of the C hinese people. One 
group of our nation sells Japan bombs and wares to blow the Chinese into bits: another group of our 
own people loan money to the Chinese and send Red Cross aid to them. One ol the most disgraceiul 
things of our country has been our help to Japan in this way. 

Barron's WeckK . through unbiased study, thinks it impossible for the Allies to starve Germany to 
victory. On the other hand however, if the Allies can keep Germany from getting Swedish iron and 
Balkan oil, these two items may win the war. There is neither oil or ir<Mi in Germany of any quantity. 
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Swedish iron is the best on earth and almost intii spcnsable to the machincmadc Germany the same as 
the oil. 

Hnglish arc not especially good land fighters although they are the best seamen on earth. The 
Germans arc splendid land fighters, drilled to it for centuries, taking to the discipline with better 
grace than the Allies. They ha\ e the benelil too of quick decisions of the dictator leaders in place of 
the slow deliberations of democracies. 

Most people in the United States fee! this is not our war and that we should let Europe fight until 
they are all exhausted. Some think that is just what is going to happen: thai that continent wil 1 fight 
until they will be fought out. and will settle back to impotence like Egypt, (irccce. India, Babylon 
and Rome. If America tends to her own business, we will wax rich while Europe wears herself out. 

Thai may be a happy thought or it may be a happy thought to let the Allies do the fighting and we 
get the profits. But suppose Germany wins, with their dictator, their gestapo. their concentration 
camps, their persecutions, as things look now she might. How long will it be before Hitler tries his 
wintzs on America? Some areue thai if we had a bandit ean" murderinu, thievinu- bull-dozinu in 
Nebraska or America, we'd all turn out to whip it and bring it to submission, but we stand back and 
let a nation go hog wild, waiting our turn to be whipped or to fight when the time comes. 

May 1, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowcn 

Old Timer 

^leaksWell 

Discouragement 

Old Timer. 

Not loetg 1^ a Va^Kftis^ mm nviio calls Harttii Lgu^ his home and a maa is consido^d one of 
the IfesI &im laborers in the country said tibat he in^oited a jdb tul^ tlie former worked horses and 
he did iKKt mm a jcri) on a tcsu^ &m He faikl had ^ file tniE^ Arming he wanted. 

Wiea asked the \diy of this he answered that v/hexe there are tractors the owner gets the idea ttiat 
tiie day begins at daylight and^ik at stmset tibe fiffm^ is wmking horses* he has to maintain 
bett^ hours fiar tt^ hiiises caa only stsaid so wmlk By wcrldn^ horses, ^ jdiores can be doi» bei^mi 
and aft^ six but where there are tractors, and the wmk gets behind, some rxssn seem to think a hired 
nmx never gets tired lim chores can be done befc»e and aftar daylight. 

A|^>ai^tly ^ iioKiii c^ouid not find a job in ^ eountty m suit Mm fiar he has hem working all 
season so far on the new road project between NorA, Loup and Ord. 

Speaks Wi^ 

At ihd Sev^ifh Day B^tis^ c^huich a fisw wedcs agp, the pro gram consistpd of Heading ske^^es and 
parts of famous senncms ffven in days past by leading mtec^ors of sect Diffetcait young foO^ 
(and old too) rradered these extracts, some doing a good job and some better. 

The (iiampion reader df the group was Mtes. CSaud Qittb^. Of ccmrse, few of us, if any, retained 
more than a minote anything fliat was read but most of us did take immediate note ^ ttiis la^'s 
splendid pronimciation and delivery. Had she been hidden, one might well have thought it was a 
iaifio broadcast If there is a dry papo' to be rea4 Td say tids la^ could con^ as near putting it over 
as anyone hereabouts. 
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Dfista»iirageiiient 

An interesting bit of fact was expounded to me the other day by Arthur Hutchins, manager of tile 
North Loup Cheese factory. In years past die factory has made some splendid cheese. Under the first 
few years of operation, ^ dieese was shiiq>ed ev^ywhere without die least conq)laint and it also 
brou^t the hi^est prices. 

Beginning about three years ago the cheese did not come up to the former standard. At first it was 
blamed to the pennycrest weed tainting the milk, but after that weed was out of the picture, die 
cheese fell below grade. Different cheese makers were employed, experts were brought in from Lin- 
coln and other parts; experiments were conducted but still the cheese fell short of grade and did not 
come up to the fomicr standard. 

There were sugizoiions of new machiner>' and different cheese makers but with all these sugges- 
tions the board fell back on ihc idea that we used to make fine cheese and why can't we now? 

Finally they emplo\ ed the present chcescmaker, Frank Lillenthal. a Cicnnan who had a mania for 
cleanliness. He beuan to lasic c\cry can of milk that came to the factor\ and ifthc milk didn't taste 
and look clean and sweet, back ii w ould go. He w as hard lioilcd. He made the iruckcrs mad and lost a 
few patrons, but the management stood back of him and he had his way. He not only tasted this milk 
throughout the summer hut continued on into the winter u iicn there was no ionizer danger of sou rinu. 

As a result, the cheese has become first grade. For months now there ha\e been no complaints and 
this is the theory Ail Hutchins has deduced. He thinks that because of the hard times for the farmers 
and cheap prices, they have become discouraged and careless with their milk; that is more careless 
than they were six or eight years ago. Ait thinks that if it starts raining again and fanning becomes 
profitable again, the milk will agaui become belter along with the spirit of the people. 

May 8,1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Que 'in^ in Seven Years 
WsirNews 

North Miqi^ A Show Town. 

Th^ has been a lively ruckus down flie Noad& Lon^ witt^ fcr flie last two months ova- die movie 
fAetme sbm. Ivan Miller was the skiqpiKr of tiie Sbwd for a nun^er of monOs and a fine show 
loo, tiie wcnrst trouble of liie setvtp was that he had no money; in fiict lost a few dollars as he went 
along. He SsaXfy tired of ninninf the show at a loss and quit It was slang about ttien tfiat Mr. Bie- 
mond, ^ Old Miowmt}, leased da^ tiieatre. 

The mm^ of him leasing the building, so people at Ncnlh Loup think, was that Miller got some of 
the leading films (**lMon Pacific** for one) before th^ were ^bown ia Ckd^ and as il imy 

m» Qtd people and folks living in HM direction came td INfciifft JMsp to the ^bcm. T&e ^w 
was closed two months mudi to the distress of die North Loup businessmen who feel a show in town 
is one of the necessities on die street* Eveiy bosinessmm expressed Mmsetf diat be &siM see die 
difieiaic^ in tbe oowds in town die veiy ni ^t die show was daric People came to North Loup Scorn 
BomsGj Scotia, NSm Valley and other points e^q^ecting to go to the show and WOTt home swear ing. 
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Although no one quite knows the set-up, now Ben Nelson has started the Strand, with the promise 
of fine pictures. Some people argue that he will not get the outstanding pictures ahead of the Ord 
theatre, but that is to be found out. The businessmen are hel ping and to go to the show one should get 
a complimentary ticket, thereby being admitted a little cheaper. 

One Train in Seven Years. 

Frank Atwatcr, who works in his father's oil station on the fringe of Greeley by the tracks, was 
telling me of the branch R. R. line that runs to Ericson and soon to be abandoned and torn up. 

Frank says there arc seldom any passengers or any freight of consequence on the motor that plies 
between Greeley and Ericson. Once in a great while a car of coal or a box car is attached to the tail 
end of the motor (potato bug) and pulled up the line swaying. No other train ventured out that way 
into the sand and it has been a long time since the line has been profi table. 

There is one exception to this statement however. Two years ago a cattleman from near Bartlett 
bought a train load of cattle in Wyoming and billed them to Ericson. This is the first and only train 
that had gone that way for many years. 

This special train left Greeley very slowly, the trainmen fearing the grade might give away some- 
place and let the train tumble over in the ditch. Frank said the train moved so slowly that it took 
several hours for it to gel to Belfast and he didn't know how much longer to arrive at Ericson, It 
finally made the trip safely however, and that was the only train to go that way for many years. 

Frank could not think why Ericson people would object to the taking up of that line, using it no 
more than they do. 

War News. 

The Swedish papers and others are panning England for withdrawing from the Norway field of 
battle. 

Why should Sweden talk? Why do they not help Norway? Why docs Norway deserve any help? 
They wouldn't allow English troops to cross her soil to help Finland: she was mad at England for 
trying to blockade German shipping along Norway's coast and tried in every way possible to ship to 
Germany. 

More than that she sat almost peacefully and allowed Germany to take all her good ports, putting 
England in a position where she couldn't land artillery or munitions; then expected her to come and 
fight Norway's battles under every handicap conceivable. 

English too. are not the fighters that the Gemians are. Land fighting has been the life and soul of 
the German people for centuries. Two Englislimen get into difficulties, their inclinations are to dis- 
cuss it, chew the fat, go into courts. The Germans are different. For centuries they have been drilled 
to discipline and quick settlements. The story is told of how a Gemian officer got his orders confused 
and marched his company off over a steep cliff. And they marched over, obeying orders. 

England is worried for her empire and she has plenty of reason. Should Hitler get a foothold on the 
British Isle, there's no reason why he mig^it not go ttiere the same as his armies did in Poland and 
Norway. 

There is something screwy about the whole European battle front. It looks like many of the neutrals 
are trying to help Germany and surely things are falling pretty well for the dictators. It looks too, 
more than ever, that Hitler is going to whip them all, England included* Anyway, we are living in a 
period unequaled in history and all intelligent people will follow the wsff avidly. 
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A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Writtea by Geoige Gowen 

School Notes 
Not All Alleged 
Short Shavmgs 

With all our troubles here such as irrigation squabbles, moving picture shows, class rings, relief, 
drouths and poverty so acute, all of us are thankful for the Atlantic ocean; that is, all of us are thank- 
ful we li\'e here in place of Europe where a mad man is on the rampage. 

Regardless of who wins in the end. all the countries involved will be so exhausted they will not be 
worth saving. When peace is established again, something will have to be done to maintain it or in 
another twenty years there'll be another war. 

Eighty years after the Civil War in the United States, and after almost every person who witness ed 
it is gone, still there remains among some a mean feeling between the South and North. Win. 
Schudels, who were in the deep South last winter told of several io&taQCes ps^mig the fact The book 
"Gone With The Wind," renewed the feehng somewhat. If we cannot recover from the effects of a 
war in eighty years, how can Europe ever expect peace with their multitudinous Actions, races, 
languages, nationalities and hatreds. 

Some blame the settlement meted out in the World War by the allies for this present war. No doubt 
it was not perfect in many ways. But the tnitli of the matter wai ^ Q^nxians were not "viMpped 
before. Tbsm was resentment and Hitler has held a grudge ever since, wanting to evm a smxm. 
Some other yoimg fellow with a gift of gab will be instilled with the same hatred and re\ enge and in 
an other twenty rears after p^ace. he'll stage another war to get even just like Hitler is doing now, 
like Napoleon, like the Ked^ei^ and like many other leaders of war have done. Of course some leaders 
have had the ambition to conquer the world* md that is «noth^ accuse for the butc hery. 

War never pays. The winner loses. No conquest is ever worth a war. It isn't the profits the leaders 
me ^Hiking fm. If Hitler wins the English Empire, which seems to 1^ bis ambition, and when he at- 
tempts to captilft Ann^oa, even if he does, it will not pay him. But war leaders are tiot looking for 
profits. They are mad lunatics of peculiar ordor and shoidd be in asylums. 

Hitler has taken on a bigger order now in attacl^^ the low C0i]litrie$ Item otter lll^iqflis. He 
could wtnp Holland and Belgium easily but fliese countries are in a position to get help from France 
and England, a point none of the other victims have had. Now we will see if tiie Allies will really 
come to the rescue. 

Sdiool Jloiis. 

Ckie WPAo* wiioh^ ate^U^ has sp&A $75 

ahrea^ on h€r ^S^lte WPAm tiM sm ^ hi^ ifigie i^e do^^l^^ 

class ring and ^cpected to finish the paym^ The lo^ Jewdar says he ooyldliEKve ordered the rings 
for much less ixsmx^ imdditg jm& jm&t and b^l^ them & t»etl^ riD^. He sa$^ with tbe profit 
m tbat 0id^ cif rii^ii^ 1^ have pad M$ tsxm; bitt be n^^Md a chance at Ih^^ co^. 

The locd pSM&t mA politiciaii was a lilte ^ipmd too tlutt he did not get the ^iier for the com- 
maiceao^t iirvi^qiiSw ^^S^^ ^ the price paid he ttii^ have XX3&^ a wmi pit^fit and hi^ B]bs0 ^ys he 
is having a hectic tum pi^fing his taxe^ &q most of whidi go t o te nnmttig of the school. 



A Few Things to Think Abouti 



169 



One man who in years past was a superinlcndcnt of differcni high schools says the ring salesmen 
were one of the worries of his life as superintendent. He says if he didn"l let him in the school to so- 
licit the children, the salesman would call a meeting of the kids outside school hours. Our local 
jeweler says it is high pressure of the highest order practiced on children of the lowest resi stance. 

This coming week we may go to the commencement and hear the \ a!edictorian give a mail order 
speech ordered and paid for by the school board. Last year one school felt the pinch of finances, so 
the valedictorian gave the same speech ordered a few years before and given by another \ale- 
dictorian. Upon hearing it I thought it a very fine exposition and mentioned the fact to our local 
teacher. She laughed and said, '"it was the identical speech 1 gave when I was valedictorian a few 
years ago. word for word and the superintendent gave it to me to Icani at that lime." 

At the vocational program recently attended in one of the several high schools near (not mentioning 
any names) there was a style show and display of agriculture shop work. Also one senior lad told of 
a bachelor class given which educated the boys how to take their girls to the shows, how to appear in 
public, etiquette, cleanliness, proper clothing for different occasions and other wrinkles all gentlemen 
should know. It all seemed a very fine part of a boy's education but as this lad left the stage someone 
near me noticed he had not shaved the back of his neck for several weeks. 

Not All Alleged. 

Melvin Cornell alleged some allegings about me last week and thanks to him for the compliments 

if that is what they were. 

One good tuni deserxes another so here's a rose for Melvin's buttonhole. Whether what he alleges 
about me is true or not. it is a fact that Melvin has the country cheated for politics and getting elected 
to office, and this is not alleged either. 

Now the following was alleged. Someone said if Melvin didn't cease Geo. Go wen might have to 
apologize to him. 

Short Shavings. 

At the second hand joint last Saturday night there were at least three men who wanted farm help 
and wanted it badly. The last I knew they could not find it. That is frequently the case a few weeks 
before school is out. All w inter, however, there ha\e been idle men around and had it not been for 
the WPA work many families would ha\ c gone hungry. 

Here is warning to all calf owners that they belter \ accinate for blackleg pronto. There ha\ e been 
two deaths from that disease within the last week in the Riverdalc vicinity alone. There is no vaccine 
that is any more successful than blackleg aggression (unless it is hog cholera); the cost is only six 
cents each and if one loses a calf it is no one's fault but the owner. 

Although most farmers report seeing no grasshoppers so far this year. Gilbert Babcock and Earl 
Kriewald met the other day and reported the grasshoppers are hatching by the bi Uions in the 
hinterlands back of their farms. Earl thought that loosening up the soil would give the pests a nice 
soft place to hatch. 
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Written by George Gowen 

World's Greatest 
Short Shavings 

The World's Greatest, 

We arc now witnessing the work of one of the greatest, if not the greatest, mih'tary lea ders of all 
time — Adolph Hitler. Today. Salurda\. he is smashing his way against all opposition in northern 
France and there is no telling what may occur by Wednesday when this is published, but it would not 
be beyond possibihty if France had not surrendered by then. The British Isles, although moated by a 
small strip of water, would only be ''nuq)piDg up" in conq)arison with this leader's successes in 
capturing the fortifications there. 

There has never been a leader who has controlled so much of the world's surface as it looks like 
now Adolph Hitler is. Alexander, Caesar and even Ns^leon must take a back seat for this brute of a 
man Adolph Hitler. 

First Austria fell, then Czechoslovakia, then Poland, then Denmark and Norway, then Holland and 
Belgium and now it is France's turn. After France will only be the mopping Ufi, so to speak. 

However, this is not half the story. The last Saturday Evening Post contaiiDus an article by Demaree 
Bess who says that Russia, is now a dominion of Geiiiiany. Stalin was so exposed in a militarv^ way 
by the little country of Finland that Hitler brought fear and pressure into Stalin's soul until he 
capitulated, in a silent way, to this greatest of all men, Adolph Hitli^^ A year ago English in Russia 
were sent home or to prison. Now the country of Russia is bdng over run with expert Gennans, \9bo 
are developing that country as they see fit. 

Sweden too is cuddling up to Germany. There are more Nazi fifth column in Sweden than any 
other place and there seemstabenoe£fort of cons cqu^ice to fight them. Gooing has relatives in the 
Swedi^ gov^nment and a summer home there. They are vay closely connected. The last Patbfindo- 
says Sweden was c^tured without a shot. 

Mussolini too i^g^ars to be a subject of Hitler. If he is not he surely will be when his turn comes . 
He may be in the war by Wednesday but that is doubtful. By playing the game as be is he makes die 
Allies fearful and they are forced to divide their armies, thereby weakening thmr strength against the 
main fight in the north. He has been v^ clever so &r in divoting this strength and in that way, 
pohaps has been more Jbd^ than as if he was actually in the vna:. 

Speaking of Italy^ in c^o^q^urison witfi a^y of flie latgex natiom, it is very weak WiA England's 
battleships, Itafy could be blodoaded ead)^. Wa tod b poer« nioantainous and witib a long coast 
Wot. Altitouj^ Mii^lim boasts of a bi^ army of mOMd^^ it 1$ doubtfiil if he could feed them, were 
tb^ in tbe field Military ^qiatsttiaikBiafy is moie irf a bel^ to Germany out of the war tii aniEL 

Although die Garmans mm to be wl]%Ac$ tbe Allies in ev^ ted baXS^^ sfill, as yi^t the Btitisb 
ssA power has not been ef&cted. Ills sfeodative wooMtaqppea, ^ould Hitler jiinc^ifte dm»l 
and take Loiidm and En^aikl> What nd^ bi^peti to the fleet and die possessicms is a question but it 
is beyiaid a fiict that l^et qi^dd not take Cmata and Auslpdui wtdimit a druggie and die fie^ 
diss^ate to&ose kmds. It is certam^ should Eagjmdhe wb^iped andit looks like ^ndjg^ 
be, diat Canada would form a nation of its own, and would seek strra^ alliances widi the United 
States. 



A Few Thmgs to Thmk About! 



I 



171 



How long it would be before Hitler would come to America is also problematical, but if England 
and France fall. hcMl come as sure as the sun sets. A man so dmnk with power as he is and so 
successful in his conquests, surely would not pass up such a fine prize as this, with our gold bullion, 
our fertile acres, our rich cities. We'd be easy pickin' too with our small army and his invincible 
"blitzkriegs." should he get the fleet along with the capture of the British Isles. 

We are living in an epoch of the world's histoiy and all of us are watching it as it goes by, knowing 
things will be different when it is over, and it may be over veiy soon. 

Short Shavings. 

At the music contest a group of girls noticed a lady in front of them, wearing an overcoat and this 
lady's backbone was so prominent that every one of her vertebrae protruded until they could be 
counted at some distance. This physical feature was a subject of conversation among the group for 
some time until the lady rose to take pait in the program and removed her coat. There on the back of 
her dress was a lone row of buttons. 

Those who like pretty lawns and gardens should call at Sterling Manchesters and Re\ . Adams 
place in North Loup. Not only are these folks good gardeners and ha\e pretty places but they have 
irrigation from the ditch, and w ater applied in these times makes a lot of di ffcrence. Joe Fisher's too, 
have beautiful flowers but theirs is without the irrigation except from the city. 

The slop.' was told to me by a person who pretended to know, that Bill Fuss was offered S500 for 
his saddle horse that he rode at the Ord fair. Bill has trained this horse to do many tricks, besides it 
being a nice animal, and the offer was made by a circus representative. 

All friends of George Hutehins are delighted to hear that he has landed the Job held for so many 
years by his father, with the Aeromoior W indmill company. This has been one of the best jobs in the 
country, working for one of the nicest companies in the land. With proper diligence it is very rare 
that an employee is ever discharged. It is one of the nicest things that could happen to a man, 1 would 
think. 

Mrs. Vera Anderson (Beebee) of Scotia told me she just received a letter from Mrs. Mattie Burdick 
of Den\er and the letter said that Or\ ille is not at all welL They soon expect to have their Golden 
wedding and they hope Orville gets belter for the event. 

Claud Thomas has been troubled lately by the coyotes killing his sheep. 

May 29, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW TfflNGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

No PC^ Bottle liiiowing 
Short Shavings 

No Piqp Bttttite mrowing. 

In soudi of Ord and ftetfa^ soofli ttiere is a checker playing club the members of which really are 
good, as I und^'stand, and when they start playing, they get their elbows on the table, thebr hands on 
their chins and Sxettle dowa to honest ferocity. The members consist of Etany Foth, Ed Burrows, Lem 
Knapp, C&itPel^son and Leo Mulligan. 

Throughout the winter, when they are not too busy, this chib meets at the differrat houses and 
plays <Ri0B a AceoF^ reeonte of ttie w&iiiings are kept m flie boolc of minutes so at the end of 
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the seascm the secretary lom tell who is the grand champion of the club. Last year, Harry Foth won 
over Ed Burrows by two points only. 

Besides these weeMy lEieetings this clxsb has played teatos at dif^mt ptaees, not alWays winning 
but coming home with the feeling that they played good enough so they were not ashamed of them - 
selves. They played at Grand Island, Ravenna, Loup City and at Ord twice with a four man team. 

The question was asked if it did nat taks a good deal of patience to play checkers for blood this 
way, for the person v/ho asked had the impression that such games were usually played by wait; that 
is when a player got into a tight place he might sit and study for a half hour or more. 

The answer was that there are books of rules governing checker playing like Hoyle and baseball 
rules and in a case of this kind, the book would give the player one minute to move if there was only 
one move possible and five minutes of thought if there was more than one way. Many volumes have 
been written on the game of checkers. 

In scoring the games, a win gives two points to the winner, a draw game gives one point to both, 
and a loser, of course, gets nothing. 

When this team played the Kearney team they had to play against one member of that team. Axtell, 
who had been three times state champion and for years had been ainner up. H\cn at that, this club 
made a good showing at Kearney, feeling quite liappy upon their return although ihcy were beaten. 

This team also dro\ e to Kearney to see Willie Ryan, the world's champion checker player. At this 
event Mr. Ryan stood in the center of a large room and 23 other players sat in a circle around the 
edge with boards on their laps. Willie Ryan moved from one to the other around the room and played 
all 23 at once (all good players too) and won every game but one and this was the fourth game he 
had lost that year. Then he turned his face to the wall where he couldn't see the boards and played 
the two state champions at once and he beat one and had to draw witli the other. Several of the 
members of the local team were in the circle of 23 players. 

There are all manners of tricks to play in the checker game and there is a system of numbering each 
checker so that experts can record each play that he may study it afterwards and see how he might 
have done better. The players become really in earnest and absolute quiet must be maintained that 
the players" concentration is not rumpled. There is no cheering and pop bottle throwing like in 
baseball. 

Each year there is a state checker tournament held somewhere in the state and this club has been in 
hopes it might be held in Ord next year. It is quite possible it may be loo. The decision lies between 
Fremont and Ord now. As I understand it. the tow n that would give the most money over fifty dollars 
and furnish a hall to hold the tournament in. will eet it. 

Well, this is another hobby and 1 guess it is as good to play checkers as it is to play ball or golf, 
collect stamps, guns or to fish or bowl, or write columns for the papers. At least playing checkers, 
m warrant doesn't make as many enemies as the latter. 

At the Scotia school not long before it was out. a tuberculin test was given each of the pupils. At 
the end of this test it was tound. so it was told, that four per cent of the students had TB. Many of 
those whom it was discovered had the bug in their lungs, from all appearances were quite licallhy. 
Four per cent is not a large per cent either, and in noany places, the percentages would run higher 
than this. 

Not many years ago there \\ ere more deaths from TB than any other malady. With proper treat ment 
that place has dropped to third position. TB strikes young people much more than older (that is 
between the ages of 15 and 45) and seems to be more prevalent in young women than men. It has 
been shown that poor nutrition, or poverty seems to have little to do with it; one just gets it or has it 
and that is all. Very frequently one does not realize he has it until he is quite sick and in a position 
difficult to treat. It seems to many to be one of the best things a school can do is to test their children 
regularly for TB. 

The treatment nowadays is not expensive or difficult and is quite effective if caught in the early 
stages. Fresh air, good food and rest are the principal potions. Frequently the patiait is put to bed for 
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a few months and better yet on a sleeping poreh. Going to tfie mountains is noi necessary and the 
Nebraska State TB hospital is at Kearney. There are other more expensive and elaborate treatments 
(more in the nature of opcraiiousj for advanced cases, but if cauglit in the early stages, cure is 
relatively certain. 

The thing to do is to take the simple tests and fmd out if your child is sick or not. Lack of appetite, 
general lethargy, poor conditions arc symptoms and in more advanced stages the fever rises a point 
or two aflenioons and one may have a bad cough and not recover from colds easily. 

The test is simply an injection under the skin of the ami and the reaction in a few days tells the 
story. The discovery in early stages might save expensive treatments later and possibly life. 

Short Shavings. 

The story is afoot that one church in North Loup offered to give to each member of the Sunday 
school a prize of a little compass and mirror if they would bring a \ isilor for two weeks con- 
secutively. Of course the children took great interest in the premium and gathered up most of the 
children who regularly attended another church and took them, droppmg the attendance at one 
church to four for the last Sunday. 

June 5, 1940 

The Onl Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Tell The Editor 
HfibColumniste 
War Cammed 
ShcHt Shavings 

Tdl1%eEdMtt* 

I can well realize tfie reason radio people are idways beggii^ tiie listcaios to drop a card of 
precialloa (or otfaoivise) fen* tiie programs. Iliat is the way Ihey judge the worlh and consequently 
demand their pay smd holdfheir jobs^ It k (he same ^fli tm. I get to feeling no <me feadb tihis steip 
and then I hear of a response from California, Greel^, Neb., or from somecxie I do not lemm. Of 
coiu^ I hear when someone is mad, and even that brings home the point that my stafif is read, ^pfMch, 
of concse is the 

Not long ago a man in N. L. came to me and '^Th^ piece la^ wec^ was the h&si you ever 
wrote." "Thanks," I replied. "But hurry and tell the editor, before 1 am fired.^ 

And so wedc be&ce la^ wbsa I wrote the squib on the war I did so wifii tr^^on. I knew the w^ 
was the paramount thougjit with almost evoryone, but still it is a wiHld subject and The Quiz is a 
local paper, trying to deal more in local items than world affairs. However I felt quite qualified in 
witdsg lAxmt it, in flie &St pku^ I frequently visit ^mfb L J. llidfin and he is tiie best posted man on 
diat subject of anyoife I know. You see I said xaast I believe my wife is even better posted m 
Eiu'opean questions than he is, although tfiese two people read different magazines and conseqaentfy 
have slightly different viewpoints. 

From none of my columns have I received as many comments as from that war one. I diink this 
was because everyone is so concerned. Everyone, if they are not talking of the war, soon bring the 
conversation to that subject and everyone is sub-consciously worried. Practically everyone is hopeful 
that the Allies will, by some miracle, win, but they also fear the worst. 
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Of course, in a lighter vein, a good deal of comment was made when it became noised aroimd that I 
was due for a whipping. I could not quite figure out whether the people wanted to see me trounced, 
w if Aey wanted to see how fast I could run if I really became scared. Never-the-less, for a serious 
piece, the war one takes the prize. 

Fifth Columnists 

However, the paragraph in regard to who are the **fifth-columnists" in Valley county brought out a 
response or two. The fact of the matter is, those conversations I reported sounded like "so -and-so 
talks like a communist," etc. were entirely fictitious although since I have heard of an i nstance or two 
that I did not know at the time. 

Since that paragraph was published, 1 was told of an extension ciub meeting where the war argu- 
ment became so intense that the meeting was nearK broken up. 1 was told of several families whose 
approval of Hitler has been so strong that those families are under suspieion of belonging to the 
"fifth columnists." There has been an organization in one town in the county whose members make 
no secret of believ ing in communism and at one time wore red shirts. 

More that this one man seemed that the "So-and-so" was referring to no one but him and he 
apparently resented it. For a fact I did not mean him at all, and should he not ha\e mentioned it. no 
one v\ ould e\ er have accused him. As a result he sent word to me that if I would *zo to the Canadian 
border and join the army there he would go loo. I might do that but for the fact that it may not be 
long until Hitler will be here and both of us needed in our own United States army worse. 

W ar Comments 

I rom the outlook now, there is only one thing that can save France from a whipping by the 
dermans, and that is the economic status. No one knows, but the Gemians may he gasping for breath 
and if they are, the Allies may win. Germany ne\'er lost a quick war; she ne\ er won a long one and 
this may be the principle on which Hitler is working. Fngland and France together are not a match 
for the Gemians in actual warfare, but they may ha\ e more endurance. 

Germany was the biggest countr\ in Furope before her annexations. Fach annexation gave her 
some swag to go on with. After the sw ag is used up, these annexations may be a burden and Hitler 
will have to take another country to gel more money. That is the reason, most feel, when he gets 
Europe taken, he will ha\'e to take the United States. If he had the English fleet, fighlmg the United 
States might not be so lough. 

Mexico is a weak country and is overrun w ith "tlfth columnists" now. A landing there would not 
be out of the question. Our 130 million people could not stop one tank if those people were not 
equipped w ith proper machinery to light those tanks. Bravery and loyalty are of no consequence 
against airplanes, bombs, tanks and machine guns. 

Tile French are woefully lacking in airplanes. Most of their guns are not powerful enough to stop 
the tanks. They must watch the southern border for fear of Mussolini, although most experts think 
the latter is only bluffing. He is not popular among his own people like he once was and the Italians 
do not want to go to war and do not like the (lernians. 

Without a na\ \ . the 30 miles across the Fnglish Channel (the English note!) is a long was for Hitler 
to jump, and most people think he w ill noi risk it until he has first whipped France. The days look 
darker tor I ranee than Fngland at the present. 

Another pouil in the Allies favor is that as yet the blockage of the English and French na\ ies has 
not been effected. The stories are prevalent that Germany is short of vital materials for the manu- 
facture of war equipment besides oil They are not short enough yet but what they whip any army 
they come to. 

The story is told by Jack Dempsey that at one of his early fights he fought with a fellow who was 
apparently his match. At about the tenth round Jack came back to his comer panting for breath and 
gasped to his trainer, "I'm all tuckered out. Til have to give up." "Naw you don't," the trainer told 
him. Go on back in. The other fellow is just as tired as you arc," With that ^couragement Jack wait 
back and whipped hi s opponoiL 
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It may he the same with the Germans, no one knows. The allies are positive there is a limit to 
Germany's resen e but w hether they are near that limit no one can tell. Economically, the Allies are 
by far the best off and if tliey can bold tlie Germans back long enough, they'll win. 

Short Shavings 

T was calling at Joe Jensen's the other day. w ho lives south of Horace, and to my knowledge there 
is no one in the country (outside of Harry Bresley) who has nicer and more horses than Joe. He 
works two six horse teams. Most of these horses are mares with colts, and they are nice ones too, 
from his Shire stallion. 

He has a few mules also and one baby mule with a star in its forehead. 1 thought that quite unusual 
but I was told later that Bud Knapp has a baby nuilc w ilh a star in its forehead. 

More than that Joe bought recently a cream colored saddle horse that seemed nice to me. Joe says 
there are quite a few in certain sections of the sand hills. Not only is this horse cream colored on its 
body but his eyes match, they being a yellow color, and that is something 1 never saw before. 
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Fighting Our War 
Short Shavings 

Fating Our War 

A mm said to loe tf^ otfaer day> wem doing it, Fd help die Allies in evecy vmy possible siiiftl 
of soiding men Hxese, I'd give diem arms, planes, money, sidps or anything to help di^ win. t 
would do dus because I believe they are fighting our war for ns^ and if tiiey lose» our turn will ^nely 
come." 

It seems to many diat is the sentiment which is gradually coming ov^ tbt eountiy. Most &{ m do 
not realize the tragedy mvolved atendd Gmnany conquer France and England. Few of us conpre- 
lie&d vifimt import it is Id tB Ifaat die Allies whip Hitler bftck to his homeladd Most of us do not 
realize how near ifitler is to having diem Mapped rig^t now. 

A person could write a book on the onisequences, but only a few points yniSt SufBee heim. If the 
EngUSli Island is captured, Chiu;chtll si^s di^ will carry on just Ae same. With all probabilities 
headquart^ wiQ moveto Cai^^ do not move and are whipped beyond moving, Hitl^ will 

expect to get Canada along widi the other possessions. Could he take Canada without a war? ^di Ottt 
doubt he eoiild not 

Canada and United States are so friendly that we Uve side by side, having thousands of miles of 
border and not a fortress along it. But would we feel so secure if Canada were taken by Hitler? 
Wmild we stand by and iM^Idh Hifler try to capture Canada wHfaout going to her aid? Of course not 

If die British Government moved to Canada, that would make a warring nation cm this continent. 
Then what would we do? If the British Navy came to America, having been driven oat of the British 
Isles, it would have to use U. S. ports, for Canadian ports can not handle it. Would we turn down thi s 
docking when diey are helping to guard our own continent? Surely we would not. 

If Hitler should get the British navy, we would be in more danger yet from attack by that man. It is 
not beyond question that he might get that navy. It might be bargained to him to keep him from 



A Few Things to Thuik About! 



176 

persecuting the English people like he has Polish, although his simple word in a bargain means little 
and the English know it. 

Although the English are not perfect, still they have controlled the sea lanes and the job could be 
much worse done. Most of us would hate to change the present setup to a man of Hitler's disposi tion. 
For the last century, aggression has not been the policy of Great Britain, regardless of her actions 
before that. She simply has policed the seas, protecting al 1 shipping, small and big. With the English 
navy, it has not boon necessary for United States or any other nation to mamtain such a great arra\' of 
battleships. Would we feel the same security if this navy fell to other more aggressive hands; if 
Gibraltar, the Suez. Singapore fell m hands of men whose ambitions are like that of Adolph Hitler. 

The whipping of France would not be quite so dangerous to United States as that of the British 
Isles. On the other hand. France has repeatedly refused (and so has England), to talk peace without 
her ally. Few people think that simply because Hitler goes to Paris, will peace be signed by the 
French separate from England. So it looks like France and England stand as one nation, and should 
France be taken. England will still carry on, perhaps from the American continent. 

The President of the U. S. is worried and well he may be. He seems more worried than his people. 
However most politicians think that the President's action in regard to fo reign affairs is fine and he is 
feathering his nest beautifulK for a third term. He seems to be tn'ing to help the Allies in every way 
possible, short of actually sending troops to the battlefront. Rank Republicans are approving of his 
foreign policy. 

There is a different feeling in United States about this war than when it broke out. One man who is 
well posted on international affairs said, "We'll be in it yet." ''Sure we will," was the reply, "if Hitler 
whips the Allies our turn will come like the others." 

Short Shavings 

Art Hutchins has it doped out that the time in a boy's life when he is the smartest is when he 
graduates from high school. His next smartest period is when he graduates from college. From that 
time on his brilliance gradually leaves him. 

01 Winder stopped the other day and said he would buy anything but goats. He w^ould not buy a 
goat. After a few minutes my boy Dick, told him he would like to sell him some cats. 01 couldn't 
hardly refuse to buy the cats after his previous introductions so he said he never bought cats unless 
he could get them a dozen at a time. 

Theron Barber and his little sister Carlea have three great grandfathei^ and (me great grandmother. 
One great grandmother died not long ago. 

Sid Wilson, who has been visiting here lately, recently sold his auction business in Scottshluffs to 
Jack Peglar. foi-merly of Loup City. Sid did \ er\^ well when he first moved to Scottsbluff, but the last 
few years the drouths have not been so pleasant. Besides this, he has trouble hearing. 

Charley Krewald says that Tuesday morning a dead horse floated down the river. 

A lady Wednesday night asked me if 1 had any garden hose for sale. 1 replied, "No, but it is go ing 
to rain tonight so you won't need any hose for a while." 

Irvy Sheldon says there is one thing about taking a contract to tend to beets: the work is packed 
with excitement. He says he knows for he worked at it when a boy. He says a man will start work at 
seven and work like the dickens on his hands and knees for four hours and then look at his watch and 
it will say eight-thirty. 
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A Letter Coming 
The Winner 
Short Shavings 

A Letter Coming 

Clarence Davis was to have left Sunday for Philadelphia to be a delegate to the Republican Nation- 
al Convention ^^ch will nominate the next candidate for President. 

Yesteiday (this is Saturday) he showed me a stack of letters he had received endorsing di fferent 
men and recommending ttot he vote fot them. Clarence said he had thrown away many more than he 
had sav ed. He says he gets a dozen letters a day sometimes. One I leeaU spoke hi^y of Han ford 
MacNider, anodier of Willkie and various other men of whom 1 have never heard. 

He plans now to take his &mily in his car and on the trip visit New York, Washington and odier 
points along the road. 

I also asked him to write me a letter or two, requesting he tell me some little interesting occur- 
rences he notes at the convention that would not likely be published in the large papers. This he 
promised to do, and if he does. Til pass it m. through ttus column. 

TheWiimer 

There is not mu^ ^estioa ^o will win tiie war now ra ging in Europe. Regardless of llie trtun^bs 
hcAalded fimn Paris or Ba-lin, or peiluqps Londoo» no countiy fliere wiU win. United States is g^siog 
to win ttds war more surely if she stays out lAuted States wm the world war twenty years ago; in a 
greater measure she will win this one. 

No country wa oougli swag to pi^ fi^ a war like ttie ok now bdi^ canied oil The moni^ 
Germany spends for war, the loss of life anted prc^oly^ ean nevo: lie nspaid r^oidtess of howmudi 
ooimfiry she captures. Of course the invaded territoiy loses. The winner always stands on the 
sldelii^ 

tiib war is only hiisSpiy rj^peatpg itsdUl jhts^i^ tiie coice great i^vilizations of China and Indii^ 
lets look first at A^b^ and Spaita. Th^ feuj^t for 30 years, Atiuens wi^ its gieat sea power and 
culture, vnSx its better army. Finally Sparta wfa^ped Athens but Rome won that war 

siNalkming tqf> both. 

Other instances are similar but Napoleon proN^^ ff^rms the nearest exanq>le. He fot;^ with all of 
G^itin^ital Eim^ and conquered nearly all of it, even more tium Hitler has fS^ if we do not figure 
Rus^ All the time Englattl played one coiiiitry l^iunst the other, willing all the time to fi|^ him 
shoidd be come across the diannel. In the end Eo^bmd won; not the compem., Napoleon. In war, 
evoi the victor loses. 

Airplanes ini^ have made the English Channel useless for protection of England against a oon- 
querer. Some sa^ so and we will find out if Hitl^ is alile to invade ibc isle as he has the other 
cousfiies. Most aolliodltes ti4nk England will be even easder prey to the Naads tiian Fntnoe 
many fiMtresses. 

Be ttmt as it may, fte Atfaidic oc^an is yet a banier ag^ws^ Europe invasion of flbe Untted Sf^es^ 
We are in a po^on to staiid hare and tEdk, play (Ui^ sid^ ai^msf die oth^ and 
fi^to^s exhaust thraiselv^. We stand over here aloof, and raise more food dim we am ^ "^liiile tfae 
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European countries fi^ and starve. On account of our security, the money market of the world has 
moved from London to New York. W# have more cars, more machinery, more roads, more 
newspapers, more freedom of bought, m(»e#eedom of religion iSmn any country on earib. 

Regardless of who wins the European war, he will lose. If Hitler conquers and polices all of Europe 
he will have nothing but a starving mass of people and bombed industries to rule. Although 
everything else se&m to have been i^gar^ out in advance, the question as to what the people are 
going to eat next winter has not been solved. Already there is a shortage of food and produ ction of 
this year's crop has almost ceased. 

Mc^ foo, in mcKst ways, there is no European country that has the standards of living or education 
or the machines of industry that United States have. Many students of history think this is the 
beginning of the end of Europe, just as China. India, Greece and Rome slipped backward from high 
civilized states. Prosperity cannot come from destruction. 

Short Shavings 

At the N. L. alumni banquet, after the speeches, there was a business meeting, where the motion 
was made to give some money to the Red Cross. A discussion followed as to the amount and after 
several minutes of debate motion was amended lo make tiie amount ten dollars. The vote was taken. 
The second it was finished the clock struck ten, and the funny part is that was the only time that 
evening the clock had struck at all. 
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Works Kther Way 
All hi a Hurry 
I^akintheE>yke 

Are You Vro-Gmmn? 
Is inadi dkcnission around about ni^o ^ j^-German and ate not. It seems to nmmy 
tiiat this m maxymg iM&gst a little tdo fiu- in tbit we are not at war with Gmnai^ yet, and this is 
supposed to be a ooiattry of fiee sp^fa and thaij^^ 

Never-lhe^le^ tli^ is a ^^e^wSsmms ot^tqu^y ^ the aUim m this war^ md ^bxm pf^opte 
who vpbsM ICtler and Ms conquests, his invasions of small neutrals, his Gestapo ^ ig^^y^e ftan 
of goveoimient, ^vi^impapdar* 

If is toM ^ two som f^m Sc^iiia were called by the F. B. L to Grand Islmd for questioniftg as 
p0$sitite fitti c0littit^$]^. Theie have been sevoal instances where figbfe were nearly started because 
scHiiecnie vim ^tm3^\iap fmr Mtli^. 

It is told that one Cterman immigrant ^qiri^s^ IJie fitqt that he woifld have bi^ %etl@r off M he 
never come over here. A man pronq)tly answ^M» ^WBy don't you go back. No one asked you to 
cimoe.*' He replied *^I faavm't ^Wiiey^ t^ go {:^i^''T1ie Ameri^ inlds podoet, g^ve yp^ 
a dollar and jxp a odlle^ic^i and wt^ mi to you getting nil %bt " That c^^^ ttue 
conversation. 

On lite oilier hand a mm 0 Gmsxm pffirmtage asm to me ^mt iay and ^lid ht teid bigen 
a^cugsed of being proMd^rmm lie said he^l^ little use fi»r te English but he was fixr Amed^ ahead 
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of any country. This man was sixty ycar> old and quite tlcshy. He said if Hitler invades this country, 
ril join the aiTOy. I would be no good as a figlUer but 1 could run a truck, and would do it if they 
would let me/" 

Works Either W av 

A rather peculiar mechanical incident occurred at the cheese factory a couple of weeks ago. It 
happens that the factory has its own water pump and pressure tank and they try to use it for all their 
water with the exception of the minimum amount allowed by the city. They also have the city water 
and both systems are hooked together. The pressure in the city system is about 35 pounds so the way 
the hook-up is set, the water used will come from the private pump and pressure lank except when 
turned otherwise. 

A few weeks ago the city drained the water tower so as to paint it. The factory had not been using 
the city water for the men watch the meter and they already had used 16.000 gallons. Not think ing of 
the city water pressure being low the\ went home at night, as usual, u ithout turning the valves. Late 
that e\ening the manager went back to tlie factory and was sui-prised to hear the motor and their 
water pump operating. As he stood there he also heard the water meter clicking. 

He couldn't understand it all so he took a flashlight and studied the meter. He discovered the meter 
was running backwards and that in place of 16.000 gallons registered, there was 10,000 gallons. 
Their priv ate system was pumping water back into the city mains, trying vainly to gel the pre ssure in 
the small tank. 

All in a Hurry 

A few people already in the city of North Loup have been able to get irrigation w ater to their gar- 
dens. t:\ cry effort is being made to get the street crossings dug in^ because now, again, the gardens 

need water. 

The NYA boys are doing the work but they need a boss badly. Cliff Goodrich has been helping 
when he gels the mail canied and everyone says he is a splendid manager. He says loo thai the boys 
are O. K. if they ha\ e someone to keep them going. Jim Coleman has helped and others have 
volunteered. Walt Paddock has been the boys' boss all along but with the rush desired, he cannot see 
to it all. 

Placing the large cement tile across the streets is the big job. Then there is the making of the 
ditches, and on top of that everyone wants water and w ants it now. 

The Leak in the Dyke 

TTie story was told me b\ Ro\ Hudson. It happens that between Ord and Burwell there is a stretch 
of the main canal that is especially vulnerable and shoidd any leak or small accident occur there, the 
whole system might be wrecked. 

L. E. Walford, the engineer, knows this well and has made it a point every time he is near to take a 
look to be sure things are intact. One day last week on a hurr> call to Burwell he was tempted to pass 
up looking, but finally decided he better not as he had never passed it up before. 

He parked his car a short distance away and walked up to the canal. He was lucky for just as he got 
there he discovered a hole about a foot deep and the water was beginning to rush out in a hurry 

By the time he could get his shovel the hole would be much larger and he couldn't throw enough 
dirt with his hands to stop the break. He did not hesitate. He jumped into the water and sat down in 
the hole. That stopped the break: then he took his hands and pulled the mud in under him with both 
hands, biiilding himself iq) imtii the leak was stopped. 

Short Shavings 

If you recall, just before the last rain, things were getting pretty dry, so Gus Wetzel spent several 
days irrigating his forty acres of vegetables. He hated to do this for at this time of year, Gus and his 
crew have a dozen jobs every day. Never -the-less he irrigated. Then it rained and rained again and 
after the week of w^et weather Gus had to spend a couple of days draining his fields. 

Ed Miller has had his head clipped and shaved Then on top of this, he loafs, on the streets Satur- 
day and Wednesday evoiings without his hat on. 
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The stcHy is told that Sterling Manchester took in (g^oss) over a diousand dollars fivim liis one acte 
ofstrawbeiTies. 
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Letter from Philadelphia 
Bricht Lad 
Short Shavings 

Letter From Philadelphia 

Dear George: 

I am writing this in the convention hall as they are nominating a vice-president. 

I just heard ex -senator Reed of Pa. and Vandenburgh of Mich. The most interesting phase of the 
convention is the color, the qrtQwds and the people you mejet. Talked to a Frenclunan last night, w ho 
at a t^id^ 1^ saw tibie GerrEians niazc^ in and take Alsaace Loraine from France in 1870. He is glad 
the war is over as far as France is concerned. 

I will let John Misko or Mrs. Veach vote in my place for vice-president. 1 voted two ballots for 
Dewey as instructed then three for Taft, since Vandcnberg had no chance and the last one for 
Willkic since it w as certain Taft and Dewey could not winu The last vote was 8 Willkie and 6 for Taft 
in the Nebraska delegation. 

Just talked to Uanford MacNider of Iowa and former commander of the American Lig^lon. I voted 
for him for vice-presid^t at Chicago in 1 932. Then I talked to Alf Landon of Kansas, our candidate 
in 1932. 

It is nice to go to the rooms and other places and meet and tedk wMi men like I have. I have met 
Seiiatc»* Taft, Gov. James of Pemi., WoKteU Willkie, our nonoinee and his son, Alice Roosevelt 
LcHigworth, Boake Cart^^ Tom Dewey, Smator ViuidcsQAi^i^ fomo' vice-pi^dp^ Dawes, Senator 
Styles Bii(^ of N. H^, Lowell Thonm (<^hTOds% Ooi^gii^^idtm Omtk md K^l St^@m» 
Theodoaie Roosevelt, son of ttie ex. presid^t, and many others. Dwi^ Qriswold and Hugji ButW 

My wjj|^ Md ctei^^^to^;^^ B^erly, have liked it a lot. It was 4 a. m. before we were 

^e <^V)eiiiioQ fa^t nij^t 

die windotw tQ itigr car and took two coats. Fortunately fliere was little in die 
cm. Tb^ mp&et WetiieU WflOde hm at die convi^on mm. 
"WMk mo^ ot^ l^^kf^^ were not for Willkie, I believe he is a good man and will 

Sem^ ^focNary of Oregon will r^eive the deserved support of western farmers for vice- 
president 

The delegates from Ndmiska are all fine p&fSj^e and we have glitt^ al(»ig logger fine. 
Sincerely, Clarence Davis. 

Bright Lad 




Gus Wetzel, so my lad Dick say^ has caught and has in 



doink. Dick has decided 



fliat lim baby skunk, or smo^ar om like it i$ Ite oi^ thing that v0l hitog happuiess to him lead 0ar 
Ikios^i^ He t^ieti tiding me to go bity it 0f Ous^ and IMdt is s^ame tester too. 
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His arguments arc con\ incing. He has it doped out how we will take the skunk to Dr. McGinnis 
and ha\c the stink bag remo\cd. This is a simple operation and upon completion the little aniuaal is 
as haniiless as a kitten. They also make very docile and affectionate pets, so Dick argues. 

But this is not all the advantage. My lad Dick has it doped out how he will make a box for it under 
the front door stoop. He will make a. little door on the box and a string on the door running inside the 
house. 

Then when an agent comes (seven came selling us magazines, medicines, groceries and what not 
two weeks ago) his mother will sec them out of the window, and quietly pull the siring. Mr. Skunk 
will bound out and skurry straight to the agent, in hopes of being picked up and caress ed. 

Of course, so my lad Dick argues, no harm will occur and perhaps a great benefit. He argues that 
his Pop once was a peddler and has such a soft heart for all such men tiying to make a dollar that 
way thai he bu\ s of every one and frequently buys things he already has on hand or don't need any 
more tlian he needs the pet skunk, 

Dick has it doped out the agents will leave promptly when the string is pulled wit hout the ordeal of 
slamming the door in their faces, or disappointing them by not buying or by buying their goods when 
you really don't want them. 

Well, it s an idea anyway. A fellow told me one day he couldn't quite figure out how it came my 
kids are so smart. 

Short Shavings 

Harold Hoeppner said the census man reported that Noith Loup is 90 less than ten years ago. 
Harold said that some thought quite a few people were missed by the census taker. He did not 
believe the town had dwindled that much. 

A card from Mrs. Will Davis, who has moved to Michigan said they are having too much rain 
there. She says Will is laughing at the folks at home but for once in his life he wished the rain would 
cease for a while. 

We all should vote this year, h ma\ be the last chance we'll ever get to vote if Hitler comes over 
and whips us. That's one expense the French, Norwegiaiis, in fact most of Europe, need not wony 
over any more. 

July 10,1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

The Prelude 

Wbeftar We IJke ft QrNot 

ThePrelade 

At a gattimng of mm ^ other day, a wild discussion arose over ibe merits of the republican notsA - 
neo Weiidell ^n^Dlde. Although ^vmys Imving been « it^blicao, I also, for many years have been a 
believer in some of the principles of sodaUsin. On some points I csqpxesscd the opinion tiiiat I would 
^oe to know a few moie of the c«i^date*s views. The Svct tiiat he was backed by Wall street and the 
l^ad of a pnAMc n^ty (a d&sii&c in a tsdoe^t-^n^go-widM^^ iKodoct) wcMdd uadoe one wonder if be 
was really for the commcm besd, or woridi^ for tfie diosea few who have. 

Finally it was agreed that I ds^ mat vm^ no^ vmm fm Ms co lunm and it was also agreed by the 
ottiers, if I did iead tlie Quiz piinl@d them, it woold cause iiioie afgnmeifls ttan anyflliD^ I bad ev^^ 
wiitt^ 
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If the followii^ is not printed, you'll know I was too 

Whether We Like It or Not 

Wbeth^ we like it or not, &e txmd flie world over is in ^ M^ection of soeialiim or ttyward 
socialistic ttieories. That is die hue and cry behind the present war in Europe; that is what put Hitler 
in office; and Stalin too; and is the pushing motive behind die filters. Hitler cries that the Germans^ 
i^it a pteoe under fl^ sur^ ^Aep^r masses want sicnnetfu^ to eat, something to do to earn &eir 
way. Hitler says he is fighting the plutocrats, the capitalistic system built up tlirough out the ages, and 
the worst (or some might say the best) part of it all is, he has been winning every place he goes. It is 
a war b^tWe^ die haves and have nots. 

Whether we like it or not, we have these same trends and theories working out in United States, 
only as yet, without much bloodshed. The last administration has taken a big step in that direction, 
and whether we like it or not, many think it was inevitable and better that way than by war or 
dictatorship as in Germany. 

Our Soil Conservation is only a scheme to help a class of our people who were woefully going 
without. The W. P. A. was a scheme to help the ha\c nots. The same may be said of the old age 
pension, the grants and the relief measures of all fomis. li is all a U'cnd tow ard taking from those that 
have and helping those that ha\e not. The "Rehab" program and Government seed loans simply help 
men who cannot get funds at private places and the same ma\ be said of the H. O, L. C. Social 
Security, aid for college students, N. Y. A. are mo\ ements toward helping those who arc not able to 
help themselves, and are highly socialistic in theory. Income and inheritance taxes arc iundamenially 
socialistic. 

But at that here in America (where we have the best land on earth beyond question) we are far from 
perfect. We have a race of people (Americans too), the negroes, who are dreadfulK downtrodden. 
They are the first fired and the last hired in a countiy where there are ten million unemployed. We 
have a few men owning and controlling millions of dollars of property, landlords ow^ning tracts of 
land larger than some states, and whether these things are legally right or not, they are the very 
things that causes dictators, wars, strikes, revolutions, "fifth columns" and all manner of trouble. 

We have a situation right here in our own section that is acute. 1 knew a man recently who has been 
trying to keep his family on a dollar a day and he was sick besides. When he failed to pay his rent for 
one month he was ordered to move and then no one w ould rent him a house. As yet the sheriff has 
not set him in the street as the law provides to property owners, and perhaps this too, is a trend 
toward helping the poor. 

This is only one case of the dozens that can be told. A visit with Mr. Kruml will show that the poor 
in this county are appealing and the county has helped until the funds are gone and the taxpayers 
yelling. The Mary Lane column in the World Herald almost every day has a tale of the poor: people 
by the hundreds who w^alk the streets for days looking for work but cannot tind it; looking for a place 
under the sun as Hitler so aptly puts it. 

The question of hiring and firing too. is tragic in this country, and is too big for this paragraph, but 
the control of one man over employees, of his whim over whether families shall eat or not is another 
thing thai causes strikes and bloodshed and dictators. Someday I may write a whole piece telling how 
the labor unions of the railroads have handled this situation and if you recall, there has been no 
strikes on the R. R.'s for a loniz time. Recentlv I was told of a W. P. A. man beine fired, or laid off. 
and was requested to w rite it up. He was from a relief organization fired to starve or go on direct 
relief, which is exhausted. 

We live in a land where we pride ourselves in settling our difficulties around the conference tables 
in place of force and revolution and here is a problem that must be settled or another Hitler or Stalin 
may come along and take charge. We class ourselves among those that have, must concede to the 
theory of live and let live, to the theory of one for all, all for one, of the theory that is so falsely 
spoken that '"all men are created equal," thai all of us, rich or poor, well or sick, smart or dumb, have 
a place under our American sun and a right to eat, to have a home, to be wann, to have medicine for 
our sick and education of our children. 
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This is not idle fantasy. Only this morning as I sit here the radio reports Tunney as making a speech 
saying there would be a re\olution in America in less than fl\'c years. It is not dictators who make 
revolutions and wars: it is the silualions aiid niinds of the people who make it possible for dictators 
to get their hold and make war. 

And the hell of it all is. although just grievances are usually the means by which dictators get their 
holds, frequently after bloodshed, revolution, war and redistribution of wealth, in the end, these same 
people may be worse than before. 

One man (60 years old) not long ago told me that all his life until the last ten years he had been a 
Socialist. Since he had gotten hold of some property of his own he had changed his beliefs, or at 
least, he said, he had changed his talk. Another man. a little younger also said to me lately. ''All my 
life I have been a hater of Socialism or any trend ni that direction. Late years, since have lost my 
property (some of it inherited) 1 have changed my views. 1 am now seeing things diffe rently." 

July 17, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

New York — North Loup 
Good fin: FcHd 
SboftHmvings 

New Ywk— NorOi Loup 

Gilfixnl Ruldhtre vAd ism l3iat uriieii Reverend and Nics. Ehret (new pasbnr of tibe l^vendi Day 
Bi^st church of N. L.) mived in towii fliey stopped at the post ofiSce and adced Ftlodc Jfimmsi 
vibm die S. D. B. parsonage was located And hero is tt^ funny part ^it Frank did not loiow, so G, 
L. said« and Fnttdc had to go out laid mquire, perhaps of tfie Oadf of policy Jim Coleman. 

G. L. said lie Imew wle^ tite Melodist parsonage is, btrt^iU, G« L. said, Frank has only lived in 
the village about fifty years. Gilford has been here longer, he thinks. 

The truth of all this I cannot vouch; Vm just telling it as G. L. told me, and it's a good story 
anyway. Wfc wrae wcmdering if, perh^s, Frank were not trying to impress the newcomers with the 
big city complex, so to speak, not knowing everyone, naturally, in so large a town. It might have 
woiked too, if tlutt it, Mrs. Shret's home, previous to North Loup bemg only that little old town 
of New York on the Hudson. 



There has been a good deal of speculation as to the impressions made upon these fine people; com- 
ing from back there, that village of Little Old New York, to this land of drouth, winds, poverty and 
discouragement. Many claim this will be "some come down," and they'll be unable to take it long. 
On the other hand, they were amply warned by the church secretary of what they were com ing to and 
the conditions here, and she believes they'll not be disappointed. 

Yes, it is a change no doubt, coming from back there where the lights are bright, where the ladies 
begin wearing their winter hats in August and summer hats in April; to a land where few women 
wear any hats, (they have to save the hat money for shoes); to a land wlicrc a man wears his wedding 
suit the rest of his life and where he runs his car uniil ihc doors drop off. 

Everyone speaks of the fortitude of people coming to a land like this where most of us are planning 
moving aw ay, conimg here to make their home among despair of the dust bowl. 
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We like them before we become acquainted with them just because of that 

Good For Ford 

Dr. Bryan Eyerly, of Chicago, and brother of Ford, has recently purchased a 140 acre farm fifty 
miles from Chicago and Ford expects to move back there in the spring or fall to be the operator of it. 

Ford says there are extensive improvements on the place, one bam having room for fifty milk 
cows. The man now living there milks sixty cows and sells the milk whole to be distributed by the 
bottle in Chicago. 

Ford is pleased over the prospects but is saddened over something else is the fact that he will have 
to leave his many friends here. Ford said that he was thinking of keeping his small fami south of N. 
L. and after he has made his fortune there, to return and retire among the people he loves so much. 

Well, that's compUmcnlary to us poor de\ ils u ho have to stay and not get that fortune. 

Short Shavings 

George Hutchins, who is now a traveling salesman for the Aeromotor Windmill company, until 
recently has had the territory in Indiana. A short time ago he sold some pumps and mills to the man- 
ager of Wendell Willkie's farms. George said that the tenants of Willkie's famis think the candidate 
is about the nicest man that ever li\ ed and that is something coming as it docs from a farm tenant. 

Dr. Grace Crandall left last week for Shanghai. China and from appearances, she was as tickled 
over her return as a httlc girl with a new doll. She has been in United Stales for nearly a year now. 

A lady told me of how she bought some little U. S. flags not long ago for decoration at a party and 
upon unwrapping them at home she discovered they had been "Made in Japan." 

Mrs. Wetzel shells her peas with an old hand wringer. She gave us a little demonstration and she 
can shell the peas by the hand-full. They shell a little better if the pods arc run through the long way 
but it don't make a lot of difference. She told of some lady who used her electric wringer on her 
washing machine to do the work. 

Albert Combs found a whole sack full (small paper sack) of arrowheads and other Indian weapons 
on his place and on Halsey Shultz' and liked them so well and was so atraid someone would snitch 
them that he put them in his safety deposit box at the bank. Albert is the fellow who plowed up a 
dead Indian a couple of years ago on one of the knolls in his field. 1 do not know whether he put the 
Indian in the vault or not: the time I saw it it was in a tub. 

Al Pearce called a cook an interior decorator. 
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TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

The Deficit 

A Few Remarks on Presidential Candidate 

The biggest mtid^ republicans can Gssi idtli KoG^ev^t m tremendous deficit that has 
piled up during the last eight years. Without question went/Hi hear a great deal of this in the next IVz 

However it is feared tiiat diis deficit talk will fall, for the most part, on deaf ears. What percent of 
the people are there who care a whoop for Federal Government deficits; that is, providing the person 
asked knows the d^btlifion of that ugly word. 
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I cannot give any actual figures on what per cent of the people arc broke, but it is a big per cent, 
and through this neck of the U. S. the per cent will run higher than some others. There arc an awful 
lot of people w ho do not pay any taxes to speak of at all and a lot more of them who do not pay any 
federal taxes whatever. 

The federal goveniment levies no direct taxes on the people. It derives its income from tariffs, 
duties, income taxes and a few luxury taxes and nuisance taxes such as stamps on deeds, etc. 
Consequently there are millions of people who pay nothing directly into the Federal treasury at all. 

The government expenditures in projects, reliefs, etc. causing deficits (so they say) is just one 
method, so the poor think, of soaking the rich and giving to the poor, or in other words, it's a 
redistribution of wealth. Under such a scheme the poor man has eveiything to gain and nothing to 
lose, and he. representing an awTulK lot of \ oters. is not going to get very excited over dctlcits. 

He's apt to get a lot more excited if he thinks this "passing out" business might cease with a 
different man at the head of the country such as Willkie. who has a nation w ide reputation of success 
in business. As a general thing, a good business man is the direct antithesis to benevolence or 
lookinu out for the other fellow. A cood businessman looks out for himself and lets the devil take the 
hindermost. Most of the poor men lo\ e big businessmen like they do snakes, and there are a lot of 
people who are not classed as businessmen. 

It is for this reason that many think the G. O. P.ers made a big mistake in selecting Wil Ikie for their 
nominee. It is not the fact that he would not rLin an efficient and profitable government; most people 
feel he would be an excellent choice if efficienc\ and good management is what we want, but there 
are a great mass of voters who are not big business men and are not especially beneHted by business 
efficiency. 

A Few Remarks on the 
Presidential Candidates 

Roosevelt is the cleverest politician I ever knew of. It is just that kind of poUtics that lead to 
dictatorships and I am fearftil. — Roy Hudson. 

Talk about prosperity! Id like to go back to Hoover's time and have some of that in place of what 
we are having now. — Frank Miller, of Scotia. 

I think it is the duty of every citizen to talk and discuss and argue the different candidates and what 
they stand for. — ^Art Babcock. 

The Republicans couldn't find one of their own party so they had to pick a Democrat — Geo. 
Mayo, smiling. 

1 think Willkie is the best choice the coimtry could make. — ^Art Hutchins. 

I'd rather have a oib Ml of twenty cent com than to have it empty and com worth a dollar. — 

Harry Miller. 

ril bet 'ya a new Stetson hat that Roosevelt gets elected in November — Robinson. 

One Republican said after Willkie was nominated, "Just another d democrat.'' Then when Wal- 
lace was nominated for vice president, the same report was lianded back, ''Just anottiCT d 

RepubUcan." 

Short Shavings 

Ed Post says that on his feuro (the one sold to Charles Cka^) he had Geoe Hutchins drill the well 
for him in 1913 and it was used continually for twenty-fiyeyeais ^ttiout ever having been pulled 
out of the ground for repairs. Earle Cox piiUed it in 1938 to put on new leathers and said the well 
looked like it had gone that long since it was out of the ground Earle says that it is the cbawpion 
well as&ras he knows. 

The stoty is told that BilUe Wonel is offering his farms <m. lOfwer Davis Creek for $15.00 an acre 
and these are pretty fair farms too; much better than the avceagj^ dry farms. It is told too that he is 
going to move back to Illinois, where most of his folks have moved, whether he is able to sell or not 

Stopping in to Gm W^tas^rs the other day I nQticed tm the porch several bushels of peas. Mrs. W<^ - 
zel said they were unable to sell them this year green so she picked them after Aey ripoied for seed. 
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She says it is no trick. She pulls up vines and all, laying them on an old carpet, flaying them there. 
On a dry day they thrash easily, and there has been a few dry days lately. 

The prettiest animals I see are the Brown Swiss heifers belonging to Jim McCall. Every time I go 
to town, (two or four times a day) I see those cows, wishing they were mine in place of his of course, 
and every time I go forth or back 1 wonder too, who is going to do the milking act when they all 
freshen before long. 

Jim has a black baby mule running out there too that !ias a mealy nose and a light belly, and I wish 
it was mine too in place of his. Well, that's enough for Jim this time. 

Sid Wilson, who runs the second hand joint in N. L. claims he is an expert at repairing broken 
furniture. And in that connection he told me of a trick in repairing that seemed like worth passing 
along. He says when a screw is pulled out and the hole has been broken until the screw will not take 
ahold again; in place of putting a wooden plug m pack the hole full of steel wool. Sid says that holds 
much better than a wooden plug. 

The other evening when a cloud shaded the sky I heard a lady wish it would not rain. She ex- 
plained, "If it rains. John (her husband) might be tempted to trv' to fann again. If we dry out again 
this year heTl have no choice and have to quit. 1 hope it docs not rain." 

July 31,1940 

Hie (M Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

We Dont Vmfyr V&ople 

of Wrath 
Short SSmvings 

We Don't Vote For P^iple 

]f ^ etec^ott were to be be^ tods^ iSme would be i^ ^w pei^le wte for Willlde or Hugh 
Butler, and ^tiU n^y think both woidd be elected. The &ct of ttie matter is, usually in our great 
dembcracy^ we do mA voto im^mm; we vot0>a^ms^ mm^estsmmm. 

It ma^ be that reason that Willkie and Butler will be elected (if^tn^ sue). In the case of Roosevelt^ 
he has noade sonm monies and there is quite a senttmrat already against the third term. If Willkie 
does not get ii^ too mmsiy jarmi thai ijs^ if lie do>es oof Mk too inay get leleeied naose as a 

protest against the p^e^t ^^t3f itf 0m of upm omu ^Diidts, wla^ ate gQH&d ^ough, ddiil^ 
That was the case of I&rii]^ aiad Cox. Harding wf^ elected, not so rmdi beK»ise cif his own 
qual£B^<]m, but as a pc^test ^aJnl^the party in pow^. 

The same may resulS jEi the si6ait»r^l oott^ Ferw people know Hugh HiM^ moi^ liiaD 1^ 1^ 
hem a western man and a pimeer wd now is a grain mm Omaha, but tttey do know Cochran. 

are^Qiij^ idNntf Godow ^latit^aaiy do iiot Bke^ $lid M "viile fcfit ^aa^&m in prefemice^ 
bam. It is #nii)r^ £Phe faf^niade htmself popular enon^ as govmic^, to 0v@fttd& M» unpopularity. 

The Grapes of Wrath 

I was anxious to see the picture, "The Grapes of Wrath," which was shown at Scotia last week. In 
the first ptaoe ft m^ foFewamtnany of us v«^iat is in stG^ form, if we keep drying out 

There has been a good deal of condemnation of the book and picture, some saying it not a tme sit- 
uation. However, in another book I recently read, the author a citizen of California, said the reason so 
many found &ultwith it was because it was the truth. 
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Upon seeing it I could not help but be reminded of Allan Tappan, a couple of years ago, loading his 
panel truck with people and five dollars and striking out for Washington, there was a two week old 
baby too among them and ihcy arrived safely as far as anything 1 ever heard. 

The discouragement over this section of the country this summer, is the worst of any yet. Many 
proclaim this the worst year, but it don't seem much different to me than many others and especially 
1934, But cvcrv'one has become a little poorer as we come along and many of those that are left here 
haven't money to get away or to live on either. 

It takes a good deal of nerve to strike out with nothing to go to. Rev. Ehret. Hemian Dazel, Calvin 
Bresley. and others who have uaveled say that one might be much worse off than riglit here among 
your friends and neighbors. 

Short Shavings 

In dri\ ing in from Mira Valley 1 noticed where one man's com planter had become plugged and he 
had missed two rows clear across the field. It was loo bad he did this but 1 am sure it will make no 
difference in the yield this fall. 

Roy Cox said, on one score, he'd make a good preacher. That was because he liked chicken. 

Wc decided that when we invited the preacher to feed at our place, we should run out of food and 
not have too elaborate a spread cither. That way he would think us poor and consequently would not 
expect so much in the collection plate when it is passed. 

And still on the subject of preachers, at a picnic recently. Rev. Ehret complimented the great 
quantity of food and said "Do you folks always have this muchT** 

Re\ . Hhrct came from a college town in New York state and one of the group ha« decided he must 
be in the habit of eating at banquets. 

The general opinion is that if one wants to be satisfactorily fed, before going to a banquet, he 
should eat bis supper. 

Rev. Ehret said too that land prices had not fallen any more here than back in New \'ork state. He 
said that land back there tiiat once sold for one hundred dollars an acre or more went begging now 
for twenty. On top of that it has been raining there, in fact raining too much. The week before he left 
in June it rained every day and his daughter wrote him after he arrived here saying it had not missed 
a day since he left. 

Mrs. Ehret said she knew ol'a farm in Pennsylvania, and not a bad i'arm either, that the owner could 
not sell or get a bid on. She said it belonged to a friend of hers and that they had offered to sell it for 
no more that the lmpro\ ements were worth but still no sale. 

The situation is similar here, in that so many fanns are for sale and the loan companies own so 
many (all for sale too) that they are a drag on the market. I mean farms are a drag on the market. 
They think too that another reason fanns do not sell is that most men want to get away from the hard 
work and find city jobs with shorter hours, or WPA jobs with less worry and work involved. 

A short letter from Mrs. Orville Burdick of Denver in answer to a card wc sent her on their golden 
wedding anniversary said; "Wc received 82 cards and letters from ten different states and had a 
hundred calls from our Denver friends. We didn't realize that in the old days we used to have beauty 
parlors and beer saloons; now w e ha\ e beer parlors and beauty salons. 

And here is something wc can't write but we can say* There are three L..s in the English language. 
What spelling shall we give it? Too, to, or two? 

Wendell Willkie's four grandparents were all German, refijgees from the German autocracy, com- 
ing to this country after the failure of the German Revolutionary movement in 1 S48. 

The last six presidents have had a double letter in their name. On that theor\- Wendell Willkie 
should have a good chance of winning over Roosevelt for the former has two double letters la his 
name. 
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A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowct 

A Good Target 
Peaceful Valley 
News from Afar 
Siiort Sliavings 

A Good Tar«;et. 

Sometime before fall we are going to have a wonderful road up the valley. The grading seems lo be 
complete, at least between North Loup. Ord and also Scotia. The oiling outfits arc at work now and 
when this is finished, the road will be one fonn of pavement. Looking or drixing north from North 
Loup, one cannot but be amazed at the work that has been done this summer, raising the grade by 
taking wide borrow ditches at the sides, cutting the trees and rebuilding (wiiat we thought) that nice 
bridge over Mira Creek. 

I am no expert myself and personally make no comment, but it is the general opinion of the laymen 
that it all is rank squandering of money to build such a road when taxes are so high anyway, and the 
need for the funds so great in other places. 

Most people think we had a road lo Ord that we were getting along very nicely with. Besides that 
the state had to buy great tracts of our very best valley land ( land under the ditch too) and practical ly 
ruin it in borrow digging. Great trees too were removed, trees like the forestry department dreams to 
have in fifty years in the shelter belts, and fine bridges only a few years old, torn out and rebuilt. 

I gm^ it is all right; we folks out here in the sticks are not supposed to be very smart, whether we 
are or not. At any rate we are going to have a road, a wonderful road and nice bridges that will be a 
fine target for Hitler to blow into smithereens when he gets England conquered; in other words, 
whoi our turn conies. 

Peaceful Vallev. 

Two years ago a salesman dropped into the elevator and said to Art WiUoughby, *Vou have now a 
quiet peacefiil little valley, have you not?" 

Art answered that we have and he felt quite good thathe was one of this p^u^efiil group of people. 
The salesDaan then said to Art. Thai's fine, but ^t peacefulness will not continue when the irriga- 
tion ditch starts. The valley will be anything but peaceful then.** 

And this prophecy seems to be quite $0smsi^ Here in North Loup, to say nothing of tiie sar- 
rounding country, we have irrigation, and here the quiet peacefulness as changed quite suddenly. 
There has been one good fight already, this culnunating so they say over water, and there has been 
otbsar people who have doPQ pteoty of talking in manners not at all like, ^Tou first A^onse.'' 

But in spite of these ccmtentions the little city of North L019 is Messed with some wonderful 
dens this year. There seems to be a great abundance of most v^etables and many have 

tomatoes and com bq^d their c^>aci1y to eat or sell. 

News From Afar 

A nice letter was received ftom Mrs. Milt Earnest last week, they are living now in LaM esa, Calif., 
bM hsKt m ft few s^itoices 6xm it: 
"I koow how FordEyorfy mi dozens of ottiers feel about leaving the dear old plac^ North Loiq). 
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"I have been homesick again after receiving a letter from Mrs. Shineman. she mentioning the good 
times we used to ha\e. (They li\e now in Missouri.) Their girls are now all married, (Lon Mae the 
second iinic) and they all ha\c children. 

**Lyle (Earnest) is nearly a man now and lallcr than Buster. He is helping his father in the station at 
the present but expects to attend vocational school and when he becomes eighteen Nov. 13. they will 
expect him at the consolidated plane factory. In fact there is not much choice for a hoy these days. 

"I just feast on the past (it seems like) not being able to see much hopes for t he fulure. 

"We have two of the finest grand-children in the world, Russell 2 years and 4 months and Ronald 1 
year. These are Buster's children." 

Sincerely, Beulah. 

Short Shavings 

Roy Cox. Sid Wilson and others who have traveled over the state say the discouragement manifest 
is the same or worse than here, over all of wesiem and central Nebraska with the exception of the 
grazing country. 

Even out to ScottsblufF, Sid says conditions are the worst for many years. The irrigators there have 
had even more trouble by the siiortage of water than here, and so Sid says, those living outside the 
irrigation are in terrible condition. 

Sid has been try ing to run a second hand store and auction but he finds a dearth of buyers. He can 
get all manner of things to sell so he has been writing to different places where he might take his 
things to dispose of. From every inquiry west he gets the same discouragmg answer, that tilings are 
selling only fair, which Sid interprets as meaning "Not so good." 

Dr. Hemphill lately has not been well at all. Besides having intestinal flu, he told me the glands in 
his throat had become infected and bad. The night 1 saw him he was very miserable and didn't seem 
to care much whether school kept or not. 

But I was told after a few days he was belter. He had driven to Art Babcock's and showed him a 
growth he had taken from his throat and at thai lime he was feeling quite happy over it. Art said it 
was about the size of a pencil and about two inches long. 

Upon further inquiry the stor> seems to be that he look a mirror and perfomied the operation upon 
himself extracting this grow th from his throat without aid. He had told his wife what he thought was 
the trouble and she urged him to go up and have Dr. W eekes do the job but the Doctor only laughed 
at her. The next she knew he was show ing his friends w hat he had done. 

Dr. Kallca of Scotia has been called to the active amiy service, of which he has been a reserve 
oftleer for some time. It is said he had a wonderful practice and was busy all the time, but it is also 
said that he was able to collect relatively little money. 

It is said loo that Dr. Paul Hemphill has been called into active army service too, and will have to 
leave a good practice in Oklahoma. 
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A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

The Blitzkrieg 
No R. R. —No School 
Gardens of Eden 
News from Afar 

The Blitzkrieg 

If ihc government agencies such as the FSA come to the rescue and help the fanners outside the 
irrigation districts it w ill ha\ e to show more snap than it usually does. The fact of the matter is old 
Jupiter Pluvius has started his blitzkrieg already and most of the &riners are gasping for breadi ri^t 
now. 1 heard many say that they think this is the worst year yet. 

One reason the drouth is so bad is the fact that most the pastures have dried up and a Iready. long 
before winter, there is no feed. Some men are chopping their burnt com fodder and feeding their 
stock; a few have be^ moved to the sand hills. To buy feed, shipped in from long distances and the 
price pegged by government storage loans, is out of the question for most men. 

Cream and milk prices are not too high (if a fellow can squeeze any from cows wiA no pasture) 
and eggs have dropped to 9c. It is from these sources that the farmers have been living. 

Each day I hear of s^e different people who are leaving soon or selling out. It is said that many 
have hung on so long they haven't money to leave. The story is about that the auctioneers are 
booking dates by the dozens, and mai^ of these people will have to have direct relief or get WPA 
jobs. 

It's no time to fool ourselves about the conditions of the &rm^ in ttiis great droutti section of the 

state, and it is no time either to tarry over forms and red tape. 

No Railroad — No School 
The following clipping was handed me and 1 will rqwint it^smstiy as I have it: 
Says the Bertrand, Nebraska Herald: ''Since railway service has been discontinued and rails 

removed at Greeley, Nebraska, taxes have taken such a slump that there will be no school there the 

comin" vear. 

"Other branch lines should take note and whole-heartedly siyyport other fc»ms of transportati<m if 
they wish to enjoy the same experience." 

I have been unable to find anyone who knows die truth of the above without payii^ a long dis tance 
call, but evoi should it be true, it might not be so bad as one would tiiiiik^ At GzKMdey dim is a laige 
CatfaoUcparodiial sdiooI where a large per cent of die diU district made 

mm&fOamit$ i^^ierciif all childreai should gp them 

Ifewever^ iteudi has b«Q as severe in GaxeAie^ eowXy m almost aany place in die ^ateaiid many 
pec^te are not payiiE^tiN^ laises tf^^ It bad been said dtat eqrtain loan companies have refiisalto 
pay didr tm^ mtb^ tamd dds yeu' also, rad vrilk die ceasing dtpa^fmg die tsKes % die rai Iroad oil 
account of rfwKfam^ the Inanch, die districts mi^ easily be put in a position wbcte diey would 
have to abandon the si^bo^^ 

Ttm msmi p«!^pqpii of die quote mi^ also be taken to beart Cte coxmby is served by two 
biandi ti^ Itst peat sums into mt camty tr^mirer each year in taxes, and tb^ running 
their trains back and fordi each day with hardly business enou^ Sir ballast. As sure as the sun sets, 
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if railroads arc not able to get more business, sooner or later iheir rails will be taken up, and then we 
will ha\e to find some other place to raise thai lax money or close our schools too. 

Gardens of Eden 

Doug Barber of North Loup, each year, has represented Valley county al the State Fair and the Ak- 
sar-ben with a display and exliibii. He and his wife have made a showing that the county could well 
be proud of. 

But the difficulty is on account of the drouth he is short of some samples, especially vines (pump- 
kins, squash etc) grains and roots. He wanted me to mention the fact that if anyone has any of these 
things and will call him. he will be glad to come and get them. 

There is a section in the city of North Loup that might be well classed as the garden of Eden, and 
that is that part of town where Rew Adams Verd and Sterling Manchester, Ur. Hemphill, Merril 
McClellan. George Johnson and Dan Bohrer live. 

There is not a weed in the whole tract and it has all been irrigated repeatedly. So beautiful are the 
Howers. vegetables, lawns, strawbeiries. bushes and the little streams of water winding about that I 
was amused. There is an apple tree growing there loo on line between M. Mc's and Geo. J's and it 
was loaded with fruit. 

1 was tempted to pick an apple and then the thought occurred to me of how it might be forbidden, 
and I recalled reading, once, of the dire consequences of such an act, so 1 a bstained. 

News From Afar 

Ford Fyerly says that farm lands in Illinois and Iowa has gone up considerabl\ because of the 
drouth fanners moving back there. He says his brother could sell the farm he bought last fall for forty 
dollars an acre more than he ga\ e for it. 

He says that his brother last lall was offered a farm for $125.00 an acre but did not buy it. It sold 
lately for $175.00. 

My brother in Aneval. Calif, wrote me as follows the other day; 'Mf you wait until spring to come 
out here your chances for getting work w ill be less than this fall, for the immigrants from the dried 
out states arc coming into California by the thousands eveiy month." 

Mrs. Clyde Ehret. whose home is near New "S'ork City was asked how prices compared here with 
there. She said as follows. "Eggs are much cheaper. Milk here is 10c and there w^e bought excellent 
milk for 13c. Ice is higher here than there and most other things 1 can see Uttle dille rence/' 
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Written by George Gowen 

War Ctf Nerves 
AEatPhnn 
Gravity Feeder 
PostSi^ 

War of Nerves. 

This war in Eun^ is hard on us folks afar offhere in con^satidive aifety. So amdom ace we aU 
Hitf someone will stop Htter in liis mvn^ges, Ibit we loe saddmod and tSsbe^ed when lie Ddn^ and 
he seems to win naost of the time. 

One woman ssdd flie rqxnts so bothered tfiat da& ceased to hstoa to the racUo. Anofter person 
toidme he listsa^ in tftemomings but not at night. If he li^imed Imtm going to bed he sote to 
awak^ before rnommg and lie worrying about it all. 
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M^s^&mt pmm I htmd of lost his appetite md becaoie iod iveaiy. Woodering if tinker 
^ras dut of eominis£»<»9^ be went to the doctor v/ho gave him m inspecticm. The doctor €<iHich]ded it 
was only wony and this doctor said worry would do more than that if the fellow did not stop. He said 
lie liad known of people going insane and becoming sick and eventually dying fixmwoii^ a lcme. 

This is happening right here in America, thousands of miles away from the scene ofl^e* Let us 
suppose we lived in London, or in Belgium, or Holland or France, ti^iece we were in constant danger 
of bombing or of invasion, we Imd sons v9bo were flyers or id fb^msxy. 

This war of nerves is one of the parts of actual war. It is said that many Spanish children were so 
upset after their war that it is feared they will never recover. This is the reason England has 
attempted to remove their children. 

After we have visioned living in Europe under the fear of catastrophe any minute, let us suppose 
we were the leaders of the nation or of the army or the airplanes who are under constant pressure to 
direct iheir forces so things will turn out the best. These leaders must have a special cast iron 
disposition, fueled with anti-worry. 

Sorry to have to bring up these revolting subjects. It is just a forcwaming of what uc can expect 
when England is whipped (if they arc.) it is ridiculous to think Hitler, with the disposition he has 
proven, will pass up such a fme plum as the United Slates, with her fertile fields, her maniinotii 
factories, her rich stores of gold, her small anny. her loose and dilly -dallying government. 

A Fat Plum. 

ril admit those last three words are bad. We will admit too, now. thai the dilly-daily government of 
Chamberlain and Daladier were bad. Had England listened to Churchill a year sooner: had ihcy 
started preparing a year sooner for this mad man. Hitler, thc\ would have had a better chance today. 
Military experts gi\e them now less than a fifty-fifty chance of holding the aggressor from their land, 
and the punishment they are taking is beyond words. Our turn will come, if England is whipped, as 
sure as the sun sets. 

And still our congress dillydallies over trivial affairs, holding up legislation, filibustering in a way. 
Why object to peacetime training, to be prepared when the mad man makes his venture? Why object 
to whittling a big slick to back up our big talk. With an army now like Holland's (it lasted only three 
days.) \\ ith a capital on the sea coast \ irtually unprotected, with no bomb shelters, with practically 
no anti-aircraft guns, still our congress dillydallies. Our democracy is wonderful and we want to keep 
it, but it surely is not efficient. 

Would it not be better to talk gently and swing a big stick than to talk big and swing a feather 
duster? 

Gravit\ Feeder. 

Art Hutchins. in soliciting business north of Horace, ran on to a man with a nice bunch of turkeys 

and the following is the story he told Art: 

"Two years ago I raised w^hat I thought w as a nice bunch of beef type turkeys. I fed them the best T 
knew how and about Thanksgix ing time I took them to Grand Island to sell and there 1 was told they 
w ere not fat. 1 was much disappointed for 1 had fed them all the good stuff 1 could buy and all they 
w ould eat. 

''I stood around while some other men brought turkeys to sell and after while there came a bunch of 
very fat ones. 1 at once drummed up a conx ersation asking this man what he fed and so forth, but 
found he fed vcr\' little different i'ood ihan I had been feeding. 

"Finally he asked how I fed my birds and the reply was, "Oh I just put the feed in a trough on the 
ground and let them eat all they want." 

"There is the trouble," he said. "You should put the Iced up about as high as a fifty gallon barrel so 
the turkey has to stretch his neck up to eat. Then the food slides down his throat by gra\ iiy and 
consequently is less work tor him. The turkey cannot swallow easily and he does not like to keep his 
head bobbing up and down to eat." 

"This seemed like a joke to me but he insisted it w as true, so I went home and fixed my feeders up 
in the air as 1 had been told and 1 swear my turkeys ate half ag^in more than they had been eating 
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from ihc ground. I cxmtinued to iced my turkeys that way and 1 am convinced now it is a true 
discovery." 

CItv of Beautiful Gardens. 

Since my mention of the beautiful gardens in the southwest part of North Loup. man\ others about 
town have asked me to stop and see their place loo. The principal reason those places look better 
than some of the others is that they had iirigation water both last yeai' and this, while other sections 
have only had it since June of this vear or kitcr. 

Regardless. 1 am making a personal prediction that in the course of a year or two. North Loup will 
be one of the most beautiful towns in this part of the state. There seems to be a contest now among 
many as to w ho has the most beautiful llowers. but I am not going to try to be a judge as to that. 

Besides those mentioned last week. William Stine has a pretty place, so has Ben Sayre. Gilford 
Hutchins, Mrs. Earlo Babcock, Joe Fisher (those two do not have irrigation except with a hose), Gus 
Eisele. Hub Thomgate. George Mayo, Cecil Knapp. Bud Knapp, Ed Knapp. Iny Sheldon, Eddie 
Davis, Will Shultz. Vem Robbins, Roy Hudson, Mills Hill. Irvin Thelin (his is in the making but it 
will turn out a winner) and many others too numerous to recall right now, 

h is wonderful what a little irrigation water will do to a flower garden. 

We Hate to Lose Them. 

It is with regret for those of us left that such people as William Worrell and Jess and Grin Man- 
chester are lea\ ing the countr\-. Jess has spent a lifetime on the fami he is now leavmg. He is seventy 
years old (so they sayl and is going to Illinois to live with his son Darrel. 

According to my wife, who was raised in the Davis Creek neighborhood where Worrells once liv- 
ed. the\ came to this country about thirty -two years ago, and my wife says, at that time, they were 
poor as crows. 

They not only raised a family of line children but became and are now considered one of the 
wealthiest couples in that section of the country. They did this by hard work, good management and 
good farming; not by speculation. 

He owns three quarters of tine land, well improved, grain li\estock and machinery all without 
debts, but the drouths the last few years have so discouraged him that he is going to a land where it 
rains, he says, regardless of his holdings here. 

We all wish them better luck in their new home and are saddened that they are leaving us. 

Post Script. 

P. S. My w iie mforms mc Til get into trouble over this piece. She says there are a lot more pretty 
places in North Loup I did not mention. 



A Few Things to Think About! 



194 



August 28, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Writtai hf QemgeGowen 

Thrills 
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Thrills. 

Having a murder commiucd close under your window, with you standing near is an experience 
most of us have not had and do not care to, but that is what actual l\ happened to Mrs. Reuben 
Rydberg of Chicago, now visiting her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thelin of North Loup. 

It happened that about 3 a. m. she was walking the floor with the baby when she heard some shots 
and looked out the window to see the victim stagger away mortally wounded. She hved in an 
apartment house on the third floor. 

A car had drawn up in front of her apartment house and another followed closely. The murdered 
man was shot once in the car and again as he started to run for a hotel near by. He entered the hotel 
and went at once to the elex ator, which was operated help-your-self style. There he rode up and 
down keeping his fmger on the button and as long as he kept it moving no one could get to hinL He 
collapsed on the sixth floor, iRduare he was given aid. but it was too late. 

It was found out that he was a member of the Green Dragon gang, who smuggled opium across the 
border into Texas, operating out of Chicago. They were all indicted and were to be taken back to 
Texas to be tried imder the narcotics chaige. The murder victim had turned state's evidence and the 
gang rubbed him out. 

According to Irwin, the murderers were never found. 

Thrill No. 2. 

N4rs. Wairen Johnsra of Scotia tells of an experience of lutchhikiiig that also was not so pleasant. 

Two years ago Ray Dennis, her son-in-law decided he wanted to go to Portland, Ore., and decided 
he would try hitchhiking. He cau^ a ride to St Paul and stepped in an oil station th&e hoping to 
catch another from there on. 

He was only at St Paul a few minutes when car drove up quickly and the oil station man asked 
where they were going and they replied, Oregon, and the oil station mm asked if they would not like 
pBs$^jgqr» rad^i^ r^hed they would, so Ray climbed in the frx>nt seat and started off. There were 
two men and two womm besides himself. 

He soon discovered tiiere was somediing fmmy about the whole a£^. Tb^ drove ninety miles an 
hour mucfa of the time and would aot talk at all to imL Hi^ would let him in the back seat or 
tell him what the rush was. They dfove mf^ and di^^ mly slopping a few seconds for gas and 
running into a grocery for a Icmf of l»read to eat as tiiey sped alcMi^. They arrived in Portland in two 
days. 

Ri^ hesm to get pretty worried by that time, wishingbe was out of the car. He was suspicious of 
the pec^Ie, tiNiC^^ westi^ trjii^toei^^ Sixm sime&a^m& to make the 

nqmbor in flte cv ^Ibfent than when Ovsy started. Ete giew to fi^ tiiat tfiey rnigM get stx^q^ and 
that be migiht be involved in some crime he knew nothing of. He had no oppottumty to get out of the 
car. 
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At Portland they ran into a iratllc jam where some one had a flat tire and they had to stop for a 
minute. There Ray quickly jumped out of the car and got away, happy with ihc thoughts he had 
parted compan\ with these queer acting people. 

He never knew or saw any more of them, but he did read in the papers the next day of how at 
Albion, just a day before he got the ride, the sheriff and deputy were killed and he always wondered 
if perhaps these folks were not the ones who were escaping from that crime. 

Local Items. 

The North Loup township has just finished spreading gravel from the village to the ri\ er bridge. Ed 
Lee, who is one of the officers, lliinks the cost will be made in only a few years by the savings in 
maintenance expense. He says that gravel was spread on the road near the Sumter bridge and the 
saving in maintenance there was that way. 

Ed also said if Greeley county w^ould gravel the road east and northwest to the schoolhouse and 
county line, he felt sure that N. L. township would gravel on toward Sumter. 

This w ould be a nice thing but it was told me that there is not a mile of gravel in Greeley county 
that is not pri\aie road or state road. Whether this is true or not, it is not likely this remote section 
will be graveled regardless of how much it would be used or how well the taxes are paid in that sec - 
tion. 

Now that the petitions will be put on the ballot to \ ote to change our county set-up from Super\ isor 
to the Commissioner system, plenty of discussions will ensue. The commissioner system is con- 
sidered more efficient, but there are other things too. There are only three commissioners and it is 
even easier ibr two to get their heads together and run things than for four to ha\e their way all the 
time like they do in Valley county. To be commissioner is a much bigger job than a supervisor. It 
doesn't take much brainwork to be a supervisor, especially if you are on the three side. 

Funny Folks. 

Mrs. Ehret. wife of the S. D. B. minister of N. L. has gone back to the suburb of New York City to 
teach the coming year, which she contracted to do last w inter. She said one was not left in very good 
standing back there to give up a contract which had been signed to perform. 

Some different than the case here in Nebraska. Teachers here, (North Loup, at least) don't seem to 
hesitate a moment about leaving their contract for beUer jobs, even in the middle of the year, or a few 
weeks before the end of the tenn. Perhaps that is one of the reasons why the standards of New York 
and California schools are considered the best in the union. 

Another incident regarding these folks is amusing. So the story goes, certam friends and neigh bors 
have been tr\ing tiieir best to discourage these people and make them believe this is a terrible 
country. But as yet they have not been successiul in a single instance. 

"Oh, I like it here," Mrs. Ehrct always answers. "It is beautiM, the sunsets, the long vistas, the dry 
fresh air and the wide plains. Oh. 1 like it." 

And then she will explain, "Back there it so cold and rainy much of the time and one cannot see 
only across the block and so many people are strangers. 

"Oh, 1 think It is wonderfUl here," 

Short Shavings. 

The following is what I heard a person sputter the other day in regard to someone who was 
opposing the peacetime draft bill now in congress: 

"Thoset same peqpl^" he said, ' vho are opposing the draft so much have been taking aid from the 
government in one form or another for years." 

1 heard this in Ord the Other day and although it v^ ja0t in my territoiy, it's worth repea ting. Mrs. 
John Ward went fishing wdth a small hook for minnows and in a short time, with that small hook she 
caught a five pound cat fiish. Now the way it hi^pens witfi me, I fish for a five pound cat but usually 
catch minnow. 

And then I heard of a cow that gave butter milk, but what would a cow give but her milk. 
And then there is the old saw about the Valley C€OTt> famier who. ate. forty of sweet com at 
one meal and the one that the Valley county cows are all oq)hans because fbsy have no fodder h^. 
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And then there is ihe one of how tfie baby ear <lf c<»i!i asked die other baby ear who broug^ you 
here. The reply was that the stalk (stork) brought him. 
Asd is an egg yoke story, bitf I d<m't seeany yoke aboiit thal 
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Much Difference 

3 in Place of 7 

Doves or Bombing Planes 

Much DifiCemice. 

There is a wide difference in the set-up of the supervisor and ecffl^mssiGWr county system of 
government and after havmg suffered under both I believe the siqierdsor $>^m is ttie worst of the 
two evils. 

There are seven siqi^visors and they meet once in a while for no one knows exactly what. They 
adjust the valuations occasionally and adjust the poor b^efits frequently. They chew thi^ fsA a 0^ 
lot and draw their pay regularly whether they earn it or not and whether all the poor in the county ssg 
fed or not. They take part in telling where the WPA slmll work and have been known to do fiuoi^ 
things aibcnit tbstt like sending N. L. men eight miles north of Ord to wrak m(»ith aSteat mondi i^n 
end because there is no work ta do in the N. L. vieimty. (???) 

The situaticm might arise tm Where four members of ti^ board would get Ihdr heads together and 
do as t^ please. Under those conditions, j^uld that oemtt the tibree minority menibm might as 
well stay at home as far as any good tl^y do to &e county is concerned. Of coin^ ^ey couldn't 
draw their salary if they r^nained at home so th^ ^w^^ go* 

Then the situation mi^iilso arise wh^ one m^nber of tiie fow dominates the msgority s<o if such 
a ca^ should arise^ aQ one imjpt as weU st^ at huaie as fior as any good to flie county is con - 
mm&, but stUl if ^^didth^y w^M^'t dmw tibe^sabiiyi m^myM-my^^. 

Ihe coun^ is i^vii^ into to^mid%s nii^aoec^e^ elects tiiree officers and these ov^ee the roa^ 
of ^ towD^iqi, |»oililiQgiiiit die work for the tmd ovmecf* Fic^ ^utoqit^ otKe td^si^i^^ have gpid 
loads while a nd^U^ogdldg <0m will not bi^ neither can help ibo ^ai^ even if the road runs tttrou# 
both. The aeperviieRr Ims mfbiBg to do with township idail& fife has a &sw cotoity roacb to build and 
tfae^ecM^ he^ fi>r bridges over running streams, and aside fiom that the supi^ isor's duties are 
rather ¥a|^. 

1 In Place of 7. 

Under the ccracQ^icper s$!l^e^ tiiere are tiiree commi ssioners in Gteell^ coiaiQr. Each one x^prt- 
sents appn»dmately ime third of tiie coimty. Badi ccrants^d^m^ has diiQ^ over aQ tte loads olMs 
third of the county, pointitig out the woik the difGa^t precinct road overseiars shall do. He has his 
own money to spend and apparaitly does not have to §o throng the ordeal of getting a majority of 
^ board to 3x a 6tilv^ or m^&x Oie WPA to oearlain s^^ 

If lhare has been a bad rain in one ^setton of 1^ ttM d»s ^o^ittity, he ma. tekt all Mims tei^ 
puttmg die road in shape and making the otheis wait imtil these bridges or roads are passable. This is 
a great advantage om ^ is^pa'^^r systefii. im mmsy enough so he may buy a big cioerpdlli^ 
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oullll if he w ishes, and in days gone by the oultu in souUiwcst Greeley county has done their own 
work and also outside work. e\en in Valley county. 

To be a commissioner, ha\ ing charge of all the roads in a third of the counl\. is a much bigger job 
than that of a supervisor. Tlie pa\ should be more than a supcr\ isor but I ha\ e understood the limit in 
Greeley county is 5800.00 each. Perhaps the size of the county makes a difference. 

They have other work loo besides roads, such as guarding over the poor and hungr\ . and this super- 
vision is over his third of the county. In fact it is such an arduous task to be commissioner that one 
man a few years ago would not run for the second term, saying he would rather take the miseries of 
farming than those of commissioner. 

Tliere are no precinct or township officers excqptroad overseer (who does the repairing of culverts) 
and the assessor. 

The commissioner system is considered more efficient and cheaper- 
Doves or Bombing Planes. 

For a long lime John Haskell has been asking me to go down and see his pigeons, so the other day 
Dick and I accepted the invitation. 

John was sorry that he was sold out of all but one breed, but I could see that he has quite a pigeon 
establishment there. He said that he took the \enturc up as a hobby, but it turned out to be much 
more than self supporting, he being a good many dollars ahead of the hounds on the venture. 

Most of his birds ha\ e been sold as breeders for fancy prices. Not long ago he sent fi\ e pair to 
Indiana for S7.50 a pair. (Not so bad I'd think.) He leg bands every pigeon and tries to mate them 
scientifically. He has had a number of different breeds including fan-tails, tumblers, carriers and 
more breeds too that 1 can't think of righi now. 

After we had spent an hour or so there he said if 1 bad time be would like to show me some birds 
belonging to Keith Lewis. Ofcoursc I had time. 

And there we saw the most bcauiiful white birds I have seen in a long time. Against the grec n lawn 
and colored roofs a dozen pure white doves flew about, bghting close to us and on bouse tops, tame 
and maje^lic. 

I stood in awe at those snow while emblems of peace fluttering here and there near our feet and 
heads, and I thought of the contrast between the serenity of that yard and of a similar house on the 
British Isle, with bigger birds swooping over head dropping eggs of death and destruction. 

Surely it would take a cast iron disposition for a pilot of a bombing plane to drop his pills of 
destmction on Keith Lewis' house if those pigeons were flying about. 

Short Shavings 

One man said to me only yesterday he decided definitely to vote the Republican ticket. Before that 
he was undecided. He was listening to a fast football game, the score 13 to 14, and the 13 side on the 
run down the field for another touchdown one of the 14 side close on the player's heels, when 
coplunk, off w^t the broadcast to give time that Secretary Wallace's acceptance speech could be 
heard. This man said that was ^ough for him. I assured him the R^ubUcan party would never do 
such a thing as that. 

A Mira Valley farmer in commenting about the rain fail this year said, 'It used to thunder out there 
once in a w hile but it doesn't even do that any more." 

And speaking of i^^s, the line seems to be at about Horace where the crops get worse and b^l^. 
East of Horace the com looks much better than west and at Greeley better yet. The further east one 
goes the better the com looks. Beginning at about North Loiq>, (outside t he irrigation) and on west it 
is WQCse. hi the section of Mira Valley and from there west and south the com is blank and most 
farmers have turned their cattle and horses in the fields. 

But not the least of the troubles is the fact that the pastures (besides the eorn) have gone for weeks. 
We used to think we had five months of pasture season at least and seven of feeding. This year and 
for several past there has been hardly three months of pasture and that not good leaving nine mcmfhs 
to feed. 

The grasshqipm have not been nearly as bad this year. 
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Land Back To Pasture. 

It is with the greatest concern that land owners view the outlook of this country lying on the border 
between what is called the range coimtry and the com belt. Only a few miles to the north and west 
there is no thought of growing crops, only pasture country. 

Many renters and men who have lost their land under foreclosure have moved away. The census of 
Valley county has dropped 1300 in ten years. The census of dim idty crf Ord is about the same; 
Arcadia and North Loup have lost a few. That means that over a thousand farmers have left this 
country alone. Greeley county has lost 20% of its population and other nearby counties are similar* 

It is only the better farms any n*^ tiiat mo tilled. Most of the Mil fsacm land lay idle last year and 
most people think that there will more idle next year. Even the owners of vary good fanns in Davis 
Creek and other dry communities have to go beggii^for renters any more. 

The question is what to do with this land. Many argue that it should be put back to pasture but ibis 
is almost impossible. If the wild grass ever did come baok 1(P that land that has been brokeil aiid 
it might be fifty ycm^ and most farmers think it never would ocme l^ok to the native grass. 
It grows weeds (thistles, pig weeds, sand buirs) and if it rained it might grow fox -tail, which is not so 
bad. (If it rained it might grow com too.) 

But there is another thing that spoils the whole idea of putting tiiis land back to grass and pasture, if 
that were possible. This is the la^. We have established a more expulsive and elaborate sfi^m of 
^chppls and vossgis md courthoii^ and relief than is ever maintained in tisige countries. The taxes on 
range land are practically nil onnpared with ours. The taxes on a quarter of laxxi in tedj^neodrnt 
township would be more than on a whole ranch in the hills and this same hidependent &mi 
would not keep ten of cs^e the year around, tfie last ten yeai!S. 

One man was saying tiie 4sQf1i^ we: vdll ba^ to get thei^ taxes doiim t0 v^b&m we em 
j^mtm Ms land. It is niee WSi to say tibsi Imt viiM p^oss has be^ antdte ^ ilur? N(rt tf 
an^v And sudi nKivemrats do mk wme As a sesult mmy are^ pays^ Ibdur taxies at all^ aod 
c<»ise^Qpeixtl^ ii |flaces a bi^^ burte oil tvose tlt^ do. Many men fed psyiiig for the land 

sn t i^to^ tee in ts&m and &ey wtU jo^ mUM Ui ^ imm.tf ^^mey. Om mm said he woulSdi buy 
tiie land when it is eventually sold for toes if, at ftat time, he tiiot^t it was wordi it; if not he 
would Mit go. 

But ^ conscientious duffer viSiO tiiildasf he must pay his ta^E^ ^^sardless^ and who thmks 
eventually tiie^ will coma whdt is he gm^ to do in tte meantime until the adjustment^ -pmpsac 
witfi Ihst income of t&e is 

AfmmxxMpm ti^pmg to ^^ it all oxA goes imly in circles. Th&cc £u:e ^dlytwo tiiis^ 
tiiat moL i&^ipm to sa^^ country and that is rain or lower taxes and a lowo- standaid of livinjg for 
aMdbi smaller number than are t^ here. 

Aasd m eoi^ushin, it is not ouipely hopelm. We are ttild iSmt in D^ta tiiey w^ vmm ^tm± 
with droutii tiian we have been but this last year it has started to £|lift iq> tfaore and they are staging a 
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comeback now. It has rained before here, it is raining in sections east of us; it may be our turn again 
next year. 

Sticking My Chin Out 

Again 1 have got into trouble and that is o\er the piece in regard to the commissioners and 
supervisors. Sev^eral people have approached me with fire in their eyes, explaining in no uncertain 
tenns that I was all wet about it. George Clement said T surely stick my chin out now and then and 
that if I didn't start the wild cats fighting he didn't know who could. I had no idea there would be 
such a backfire. Really, compared with other things happening now days like the war, drouth, draft, 
whichever system of county government we have, is mighty small pumpkins. 

One person said next week you will have to give the other side of the question. (Now let's see. 
Which side did 1 favor before?) She said. "Jake Evcrets, the commissioner living in Scotia, has a 
S5.0(X) deficit." (Taking after Roosevelt no doubt.) She let me understand that was proof enough the 
supervisor system was best. The fact of the matter is Jake might have had a S 10. ()()() deficit had it 
been a supervisor system. There are many things that make deficits besides the governing sy stem. 

Another man threw up his hands on honx)r at the thought of doing away with the township 
organization. Another thought three men could be controlled by two easier than four can control 
se\en. He said Ord would have it all. That was foolish for Ord would only get one commissioner of 
the three, h would seem to me the two out of Ord men would be more apt to gang against the city, 
and they should be shot if they did. 

Sony I stirred up the wildcats, h all seems rather foolish compared with the blitzkrieg of England, 
but you knou I have to have something to write about or lose my job, so on my account, if no other, 
it is a good thing this petition was brought out. 

Short Shavings, 

The sale was so hot a week ago Thursday at the Ord sale barn that a fire started there. 
\n regard to the draft law recently passed, it is said there are fev\ men in these parts who would be 
exempt on account of dependents. It is the women who have the dependents. 



September 18, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

County Govranm^ 
Were All The Same 

Stand StiU or I'll Shoot. 

Upon buying a watermelon of Gus Wetzel two weeks ago on the street Saturday nig ht, I remarked 
ftmt it sceined xaftar fiiofish to buy it for I might better stop <m tiie way hcnne and reach over the 
fexice and get one that way. 

Gus replied, "Go ahead Fd like to have you try it." 

It turned out he has a watchman there with a shotgim on the lookout for fellows picking iqp his 
melons. 

He has had a good deal of trouble with watermelon thieves this year, the same as several ottier men 
in this section. On one farm the thieves not only destroyed the melons but also damaged the com 
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nearby (it was irrigated) knocking off the ears and the owners did not know whether the marauders 
took the com home or just damaged it in fun or carelessly. 

Gus thought he lost all told at least $35 worth of melons. He knew they were being stolen but kept 
hoping the thieves would quit and waited at least two weeks before he took action. Finally, (like 
Hitler) his patience became exhausted. One night he knew someone was in the patch and he grabbed 
the shot gun and sneaked out. The thief was not expecting Gus and they met each oihci pronto. Gus 
could sec a car in tlic road waiting for the thief, 

"Stand still or ril shoot you." Cius ordered. 

The thief did not obey Gus at alL He turned and ran for the car. Gus wailed until the thief" had 
gotten to the fence and a safe distance and he let him have one barrel. He said he had promised to 
shoot him so he felt like he had to. Then as the thief climbed into the car, Gus gave him the other 
barrel. 

As the car dro\ c away the thief stuck his head out of the window and gave Gus a good cuss ing, but 
that didnT wony Gus much. 

Gus remained in the patch the rest of the night but no more thieves appeared. After that he hired a 
man to guard the melons, but after that one experience, to their knowledge no tliievcs came again. It 
was several days before Gus found out \\ ho the thief w as that he peppered. 

The Count) ernment. 

Follow ing are a few of the many hot remarks handed me the last week in regard to the piece about 
commissioners of August 28: 

"It takes a lot of nerve to publish that piece, you living in Greeley county and driving over the 
roads they have there." 

"You said in one paper there was not a foot of gravel in Greeley county and in another you favor 
the commissioner system. " 
"I li\ed in a county once where they had commissioners. They had line roads there — by the 

coirmnssioner's homes.'' 

"That \\ as the best piece you have written. The only trouble with it was you did not pour it to them 
(the Co. Board) enough." 

"If the County Board did not pull haul so much, splitting as they do four against three (always the 
same men on each side) this petition might nc\ er ha\ c been thought of/' 

\\ ere All the Same. 

A few of us remained after the Soil Conservation meeting at Horace Ae other mght and following 
are some of the remarks made at that place: 

"There is no use to cry about being hard up; we're all in the same boat any more." 

"1 had a little good luck \\ ith cattle the last few \ears but 1 lost it all trying to liirm." 

"Gosh, but it seems as if that farm of Billy Worrell's is cheap at $12.50 an acre. The iiiq)roveinenls 
on the place cost that much." 

The answer. "Cheap thunder. If you would go south of here and pick any fann you wish, and if 
someone would give it to you free of debt, and if we had the same kind of drouths we have been hav - 
ing you'd lose that farm in five years." 

They ail agreed. The taxes, seed and operation expense along with the living would put one in debt 
so in five years he'd ha\ e to sell out. 

'The ground is the driest, it seems, it ever has been. It seems Uke it is worse since the f rest." 

"Martm Klein said, '1 used to hear that the first 6Qy years were the hardest but now 1 don't be Ueve 
it." 

Another fellow said, 'This last spring I went to Haller and made a government feed and seed loan. 
The agent figured up all my business and family tree and finally decided $90.00 would be enough. 
Upon giving me the check, (later) 1 was instructed diat I must collect receipts for the money spmt 
and mail them in to Haller. 

"After a time I gathered up all xi^mreipts fors^d. feed tractor fuel and a few repairs to, get them 
ready to mail These did not represent all the nxmey I had spent I eliminated some unessentials such 
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as gasoline for ihc car. food bills, salt, baby ducks, one \clcrinar\ bill, and a dental charge for 
pulling an aching tooth. 1 feared I did not have enough receipts but after I added them up 1 found I 
had in my hand to mail S300 worth. It just goes to show what a small amount of money $90 is when 
It comes to financing a farm." 

At The Fair. 

Altiiough that is a smart horse of Bill Fuss\ still Bill should have the credit. No one knows (only 
Bill) how much time and patience it took to train that horse as he has. 

When someone told Ed Kokes that I judged the chickens he at once raised his eyebrows. "I knew 
years ago he was a good judge of chickens, that is one kind of chickens. Now that his whiskers hang 
down to his belt Td think he'd gi\ e up such Ibolishness. " 

I suppose it is all right at a fair for a one-eyed mule to win first prize, but 1 couldn't quite 
understand the theory. Too old and set in my ways I guess. 

Most of the grain displa\ ed by Doug Barber's was grown by them on their garden patches and was 
threshed by Mrs. Barber on a wash board. 
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The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Popcorn IHys ^ort Sbavings 
SlKnt Shavings 

FqP Cora Days. 

Someone from up Old way asked me Thursday afternoon bow lix&y did it down here, to put on such 
a big cdebratioii md draw such a crowd. ^We ckm't serai to be able to do it at the &ir no matto* how 
wetty" 

1 couldn't answCT the question. All I ^uow is that every tibey seeni to have die same big mob of 
people. It knot only Wg^ but it lo(d@ bigger y^ for eva:y(»ie gangs into^ !^»ce 0f a little mote 
than (me block, laugjbing and hee4iawing Pettier tbi&cc is a joke or not 

The entertainmo^ is msi y&ry alannu^ It used to be hmne Ment but this year k was ship ped in. A 
que^m is m^wned mch year imd ihis is abcnit tiie same slant eadi i^e accept a new queeai asid fliat 
being a secret as to ^o it is, gives a little excitement At least it is all free and if we wishes, he may 
spend tibe day, seeing it b31 widiout spending a ceait 

Peitiaps ttve biggest f^m^ is tfie pai^ of floi^ ^ sisb!^ day. The baby parade tfie fibi^ day £s 
good too but not so extensive. Many thought Ate floats iSass wore the best ever. One man said the 
people are learning better how to make them. A committee in charge dbooses Ibc subject &e 
dif^?^ div&^oii^ lute to r^nresent, for exmqfiie the clubs ttis year, were to rqnesrat cadio pr ograms. 

Of course diese floats loe not expemive and ^^lorate as at Urn Rose canuval, but Ifaey are mostly 
very good ccmsidering everything. Each school whicb fiimishes a float is given $2.00 to pay &if 
paper and expense whether diey win a prize or not Mmy people think this should be gpren to the 
churches, clubs and ofiher organizations also and it would t^d to make more floats. The prizes here 
are worth while too. 

Most aU schools, chibs and churdies put on a float A lew business men make floats too. The 
form^ i^l it a patriotic duty to make a float, and more, the premium is quite worth getting. Childroi 
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like to ride on the floats and be part of the parade. There are people who plan for weeks ahead for 
this one event that lasts but a few minutes. Some people think a float in this parade is as good da 
advi^semeat as ttiey can get. 

At the earlier Pop Com Days there were exhibits but most of these have been dropped. Some felt 
that the County fair strove to have exhibits and this just infringed on that, and there was no need of 
two such exhibits. However, they still have fancy work and school displays. This year Doug Barber 
had charge of a field exhibit. 

This celebration, besides other things, is a homecoming event. Many people plan their vacations to 
come on Pop Com Days. Every year one sees pet^ple you have not seen for a long time. George 
Humphry, George Cox. Bill Smith, and Lewis Hamer were a few of the homecomers this year. 
Someone said, "everyone comes to Pop Com Days, and brings their uneles and aunts and all their 
cousins and nieces and nephew s and fathers and mothers and grandparents, and all their children, big 
and small, those on hand and those expected. 

Pop Corn Days Short Shavings. 

In getting the S. D. B. eating joint ready someone asked if it w^as necessary to clean and dust off the 
chairs. A wag answered. ''Naw. If anyone comes to eat here they will wipe them off. If we don't get 
any business it don't matter." 

Wesley Hutchins, who enjoys playing with children, met a small boy, (about 7 years old) carrying 
around a little brother w ho was fast asleep. W. T. leaned over and stopped the lad, "Would you like 
to trade that fellow off.^" he asked. 

"You can have him for nothing," was the quick reply as the bigger youngster shoved the sleeping 
baby into W. T.'s amis. 

A few years ago. so the story goes, the Scotia school decided not to excuse classes for Pop Com 
Days, but when the time came there were so many pupils absent from school that the day was hardly 
worth while. Since then the Scotia schools declare a half day holiday and the children are brought 
over in the school busses. They not only do that but the Scotia school band leads the parade and 
sometimes have a float. 

No one was arrested for drunkenness on Pop Cora Days. Although there were several pretty well 
stewed, they seemed harmless and were ordered to leave town, which they did in their cars. In as 
much as the city has voted in the liquor, the authorities feel it should put up with a certain amount of 
gaiety with the drinkers. There are a few who feel there should be a hull pen built to herd the drunks 
until they sober up, that they might be safer when they drive their cars home on the highways. 
Several of the dmnks too, are on relief in some form or another, but still, they are abput the only ones 
who have money enough to indulge in such pastime. 

Short Shavings. 

Dale Hellew ege did all the weeding of his father's 4 acres of beets this yean saving his father over 
S200 which regular beet weeders would have cost. That is something, 1 would think, for a high 

school boy. 

Hugh Butler suggested a scheme to help the drouth fanners (that is loaning them com. etc.) but 
Cochran, who is governor and candidate for the same office Hugh Butler is. couldn't agree to that 
scheme because Butler suggested it. As a consequence there is nothing done and the farmers in this 
section wait and sell their stock and plan to move away and kill themselves, perhaps, while the 
politicians chew the lat. 

Someone thought Hugh Butler would get more votes if he created apian to get the farmers out of 

the country. 

A man in business told mc he was pretty safe in trusting anyone on relief, or on old age pension, or 
a rehab. But if he found out a man was trying to noake it on his own hook and pay his own bills, he 
knows he better use caution with his credit. 

The Lange boys made a little bet with someone that a baby calf would gain more pounds than a 
mature cow, and so, I heard, won the bet They weigjied the new bom calf and then weighed it again 
in 3 weeks and it gained 60 pounds. 
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I still believe they might have lost that bet had the other better used his head a little. It would have 

been no trick to make the cow gain 100 pounds. At least. 1 sliippcd a cow once, and in the one day 
between ihc lime 1 w eighed lier al home and when she was weighed in Omaiia. siie had shrunk 1 10 
pounds. She might hav e gamed I 10 pounds too. had she shrunk out at the tlrst weighing. 

A blue heron has been fishing around and near the North Loup ri\er bridge lately, very much un- 
afraid and also ver\' much in ignorance of the tact thai there is many a boy (and big boys too) who 
would delight in taking a crack at him with a riile. 

W e can expect more dust slomis this winter. Most everywhere west and south of North Loup the 
fanners have already pastured their com fields clean and as a result there will be nothing to hold the 
dirt. 



October 2, 1940 

TheCMQi^ 

A FEW TfflNGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

3 Souls Made 

Horse and Biiggy Days 

Short Shavings 

Ilnree Seids Made Happy. 

A few days ago I was told an incddlraaitwtili^I was told to tell butlguess t had bett» wifthold 
the name, vMch I can inl^iti ydli ityoa ^uld ask me at any time. I am sure it isa tnie inci dent, for 
the mm who told me had no reason not to tell it as it was and he is not in ttie habit of exagg^ating 
his stories. 

It h{^)pens he was behind wiQx his inleisst on Ms fimn loan om yem and the next year's intaiest 
was due soon, lonoimting to about $500. He had had one crc^ Mlure after anodic ai^ wbsai flie m ^ 
pmexOBSi^^ loan conq)any catnip to see hitn ^e farmer was discoura^ sasdng he had spent 
all his funds trying to p^ his bills but he could do it no mm^ tiiat is could mst pay Ins tiiLtatest He 
1^ paid his tasm last year and thou^ he pay ttran this yrar but of course hesitated in Ueu of 
what action die loan con]pU[ly vim gc»Sl^ to take. 

There was no quarrel ot arguments with the Insurance company moo; ^ne^ knew well enou^ what 
condijion he was in. Tbsy isked him wim be would be wiUing to do and i^ mi luiyttiing that was 
fair and he did not like the idea of them having to foreclose and tiiat probabfy it would be better to 
deed the place to them witti him having die privilege of staying a year. He also said he hated to g^e 
iQ) fiff tt mig^ mean going on relief and if it should rain another y^ he voif^ isdl out and have a 
little left 

The firrt visit the representative w»t dGfwiaiout ina]^^ Within the last few days hack 

again cattie dd$ ^mj^ mm accompanied by another. Our taaxm was called to tiie car in the yiffid 
where he expected his thne had ccm^. JBs heart sank as he ^^sOsed out die door, ^ feeling sud^^y 
dawning on him that after that day his farm, one that had be^ m the itoiy ^r m&m than fiKft/ 
years, would ic^belcaig to s^^ 

The new man did the talking. He asked ite finmor a hummed qu^ttons aboi^ how many cattle he 
had and bogs and his crops. The &rmer, in shame, told him there were no crops, there vim one pig, 
fbiat weie fifteen mortgaged cattle. 

^At one time you had a hundred cattle, did you not?*^ was the next question. 
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The was piqued biM aoswared sadly, I had eveq^brng oaee, but Tm vAdppod nxm^ W 
rdonly quit ten yeais ago.'' 

More questions ymt asked whoi he eould pay tfie interest and taxes and the reply was Ibat if it ^d 
not he coidd never pay the interest Be said he could pay the taxes out of die soil conservation 
dieeL 

There were tnore figuring and questions and finally the new man said, **How would it suit you if 
we cancelled last years interest?" 

Our fanner could hardly answer. Finally he stammered "That would be nice but I would never ask 
it of you." 

"I am going to recommend that," the new man replied, "If you are willing to try again. And Vm go- 
ing to recommend too, that the company cancel the coming interest payment, if you don't object. 
Then for the following year, if you get a crop, we*ll reduce the rate 1%. What we want you to do is 
to stay here and pitch the old ball and save the place and what equity you may have. We'll sacrifice 
the five hundred for the cause." 

The farmer was so happy he could hardly speak. He told me he felt foolish but he could have cried 
right there. He held back the tears however and stammering. "1 am very thankful but I am not in the 
habit of taking presents. 1 guess I can't help it though if you insist.' 

"There is not an\ gratuiiN to it." w as the prompt answ or. 'if you can't make it neither can we. If we 
lake the place we'll surely lose and \\c might as well gi\e the money to you as someone else. You 
ha\c gi\cn your time and work and li\ esiock and money to keep this going and it is no more than 
right that we should take a little of the loss too.'' 

They were soon gone. wa\ ing, smiling at each other. At least one unfortunate farmer was made 
happy for the nonce, and I'm sure, two Insurance company representatives were happier too. 

As I said before 1 thought it better not to give names here, especially the name of the farmer. Most 
every fann owner in these parts is in the same position as this farmer, but most of them have lost 
their farms. Perhaps this is a new idea established, but whether new or old, I can't help but have a 
little softer spot in my heart for the Prudential Insurance Company than I might have had were this 
story not told to me. 

Horse and Buggy Days. 

Billings Clark was reminiscing the other day and mentioned how in 1907 to 1920 he ran a li\ely 
harness shop in North Loup, although. I took it. it was no livelier than many other shops in the 
country at that time. However, follow ing are a few of the figures he poured out about that bus iness. 

He said he sold about 80 sets of Hynets each spring and always ordered about three gross of buggy 
w hips (o\ cr 400) and always sold 60 to 70 sets of harness. These harnesses would include about one 
third buggy and single harnesses. Another interesting item was dusters to spread over your lap in the 
buggy, a light fancy spread, and he said he always ordered and sold a gross of them a year. Then 
tiiere were horse blankets and saddles and riding bridles and all the fancy trimmings that go with 
fancy horse rigs. 

They repaired and oiled from 80 to 130 sets of harness a year using five rolls of leather (10 sides) 

and frequently he had to reorder. 

Arch Moulton worked for him for eight years without losing a single day and in 1920 bought 
Billings out- the latter going into the garage business. Arch ran the harness business Ibr many years. 
His trade grew smaller and smaller, not from the lack of skill, but from the lack of horses, and finally 
some six years ago he sold out and since that there has been no harness business in North Loup at all. 

Short Shavings. 

Mrs. Henry Williams said that she still has the same potato masher that was given to her as a wed- 
ding present forty years ago and she uses it nearly e\ er\' day. 

Rc\ . 1-hrct irrigated his lawn and garden patch in North Loup the other day and he said following 
that n rigation the birds had a celebration there. He said there were hundreds of birds around, robins, 
flickers, blue jays, thrashers, sparrows, meadow larks and others pecking at the dirt. He could not see 
why they were having the party there, or what they were pecking at, all he knows they were there. 
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C iiaiicN Barber reports digging a ditch in the dn dirt and dozens of tiny toads hopping out. This is 
no exaggeration. Another lime I knew a man in Greeley county^ (if that makes an> difference) who 
dug about 400 feet of ditch five feet deep. The soil was diy and hard as cannon balls, and in the 
bottom of these ditches w ere hundreds of toads of all sizes. Where they came from no one seemed to 
know , we just know they were there in abundance. They must have been hibernating in the dry dirt 
waiting for a rain to soak the earth so they could crawl out. 

October 9, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW XmNGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

W ritten by George Gowen 

A Change of School 

Qptnnism 

Otfly79 

A Home for Many 

A Chunge of SchooL 

Dale M CMDiow oHiie hilo nq^ second hand joint the weidc before school siarted^d looked at a suit I 
hadlhere for isale. He had been vi&ifmg his gcandfath^. Ace Oieaient, dieboy^s bmm hmo%^sp matfb 
of Horace mHi his fiitber, KM Morrow. Dale was a small lad, wifli rafli^ bushy hair and wore thick 
heavy glares . 

He seeiM^ to waiit tiie smt I had ^ 
He^ud he ^ not have Hbs mtmey and I oil^ed to trust him^ but even with credit offered he did not 
fiiUw. Jn feet, I was sorpraed at how mmA tte lad e^ypeared We visited for several minutes and I 
liked him v^ mn^ Uked his gentlemanly behavior; was suiprised that he conversed so 
inldMg^y. 

1 was siffpds^ vt hmf bdg^ he was. 

He was not CTtiiely a stiaE^ to me. Last year he huA gime to hig^ school wi& my dau^ter and 
shel^whimweU. ihelmdtoldmeheactedpeeii^ I 
had seen him at school following tibe other boys aroimd, sometimes seeming to wander a little, 
undecided vMdk way to tum; what to do. He ewm att^npted to play badoefball bitf was not any too 
si^eessSU. 

I asked him in the store if he were anxious for school to start again and he did not seem to be. I 
asked Mm ^ he wmi going to Scotia again md tibts too he said he d[&*t know. I cotitinued to 
question him^ (iiAtii^ I ^KnddaH have dcaae, df coiase} ''Why dem't you go to North Loup, and s^y 
with your grandlbttiar?*' I asked. 

He todked at me tsAm iemy and S9»d be hssm where he would go yet and then I said, 
'*WelI, of 1^ Ifaings, dni't qtoif* And diis I was sure I shfmld have said for I knew ifot g^ 
along well with his grades. 

met Dale Morrow tonight,** I told n^ daugjbter vapon returning home. "Acts to me lik^ a nice Idd. 
After seeing some of Ifaerot^iieck, smart idees^iit stop in occasionally, I thought he was fine.** 

She was a litde suiprised. ^^Ob^ he's nice enough," she replied '1)ut sc»netimes I think he's dun^^ 
Sometimes he can't seem to get his lessons at all. Sometimes I think he nevo* studies his as signments 
at att; dotiH even read dian. I don*t know how he oqpects to get along without reading his lessons." 
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"I don't know about his lessons," I replied, - ^hut get the idea he's no fool. It there woki no dmnba^ 
lads than he in this world we wouldn't need worry much. 

He did not start to school agroi at Sco&i ttiis year. I am sorry mm tl^ I did w&t give him ttie suit, 
although he probably wouldn't l^ve taken it; in fact he could have had it for nothing as it was, taken 
it on credit and never paid, like some do; he was not that kind apparently. I would be glad to start the 
fimd by giving a dotlcff for a new su^ but fliat too he |»otMd)ly would x^eset^ 

No, he did not come to the Scotia school again this year. Y^erday Geraldine came home and said 
he had gone to Nebraska City to school this year; to the school for the blind 

Optimisni. 

Lloyd VanHorn bought a grain binder at a sale the other day. 

But better yet, my mother in California, sent her granddaughter a rain coat the other day. That is 
optimism for sure. But she has lived in Valley county since 1872 (outside of the last few years) and 
she says, "You can't tell me it doesn't rain in Valley county." 

Only 79. 

Hub Thomgate is up and walking the streets again now after a rather serious sick spelL He is a little 
thinner and he says not so strong, but he docs not appear so bad and he talks as young and of as good 
spirits as he ever did as far as 1 can see. He is good for many years yet I'd think. He will be only 79 
years old the 9th of this month. 

He planted, hoed and irrigated a big garden this year, did his share of the visiting, joking, church 
going and settling affairs of the world. Not so bad Td think for a man 79 years young. 

A Home for Many. 

Frequently, it seems, in the obsequies of a person, some of the most important things of the de- 
ceased's life are left out. And this, it seems to me was the case of my wife's father, Eddie Davis, who 
died last week. 

All his life, my wife says, there has been some person, or persons liviiig there, he and his wife 
helping them along by their hospitality. My wife says that a year or so ago her sisters took a trip to 
Arkansas, and those two weeks is the only time she remembers her mother and father living by 
themselves. 

In the early days before he was married, his mother, si sters and grandmother lived in his household. 
When he was man ied his mother made her home there. Later a sick uncle spent many years there. 

After moving to town there was hardly a time for the 25 years following that school children did 
not make their home in their house, many of these not paying either. Two of Jack VanHom's girls 
made their home there for a time. Mac Green and Inez Hill were paying roomers and boarders for 
different periods as well as Henry Davis. In fact so many people lived there that Jokingly it was 
called the Old Soldier's home. Besides this, frequently, there were out of town roomers and boarders. 

As I said in the first, many of the good things about a person are forgotten at the time of passing. 

Getting Even. 

At the football games in Scotia the charge seems to be 35c a head. This seeming a little steep, 
someone asked Supt. Ebmier about it. His reply w as that it was a pretty high charge but if one went 
to the merchants on the street he could get a comp ticket that would allow him into the gate for a 

quarter. 

But he says only the town people know this. The 35c charge is for the out-of-towners of whom few^ 
know this secret. And the 35c charge is to get even with visiting team's who charge Scotia people 
35c when they go to the other towns. Apparently there was a little retaliatory motive to it alL 
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October 16, 1940 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THBVK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

This Peaceful Draft 
Nebraska's First Bomb Cellar 
Short Shavings 

This Peacetime Draft. 

Three weeks ago, in a Sabbath school class at the S. D. B. church the discussion drifted fix)m the 
lesson, as so fi^equmtly lessons of matmie classes do, and &ere r^ulted a spirited debate on tiie 
enlistments of young mm fojr th^ igmy and the recently pa3$^ dfaft law* 

One lady who hada son nemlf mUf td he m die vm qi^ hMm^ ftese^ of i£S thoagjht, 

condemning the whdb iimg quite s&m^y. *^11ie rich f^^diHes imdihe politidm^s sons 

too will be pitt <)ff the iines ^d will get the soft jobs," she declared, **and pioir jpeoiAe's sons 
will have to stc^ the bullets." 

There were argtm)^rt$ «§adnst her^ ^ying thlt (he draft mi mxw ^i^* taking every 0iQ0 

that qualifies and only thogfe liidfh m^t are promolii^ The case of Theodore Roosevelt was cited, 
wha:e five scms were in ttie other war and one vm& kilted* 

The lady was uiii^viQiE^ed* The rest of tts could see that, and d|h!!3fugh We felt she was i^^fOti^ there 
bl^ developed too nmch f^lidg a S. S. cla^^ mi iSmmsqpmSly the tc^ c^azi^ed. 

hi less Ussii a week we r^d in die papers wh^ Elliot Ro osevel^ sm of die prG%d<tal had ol^sred 
m pia die air Ifl^ Mold be made a captain at $300 S jMMtL had no t^p^mice in ft0i^ 
atid was not t^^pei^aSly ^pialifie^^ but he was givm die c^it^sH^ just die same. 

Jsvy Sheldon did not want d^ Job on the draft board, knew nodiing about the feet that he was going 
to get the a|>pointment and would i^t ido it if there were mf way to gpt oiit ^ it Stee hk name 
appeared in the pi^yi^ filing dfdte i^g|icdiitrnent th^ hi^ been dozgot wh^^ waus gc^to 

d0; if he werB jphig to take dieir ^ dnd other questions he knew nodung about 

The first pcssctti osam itHo flie st^on ^te die paper came ^t tgilBng of his a ppointmugnt ymsi a 
la^ali ie^?i0fted ^ ih a ditber, ^-Ajsq you goingto ta$^ mairied meii!f ^^tiaxmm^ 

'*! don't know anything about it," he answered politely. -1 would not take anycme if I had my way." 

Sk^ l^, still m a of eio^tmKmrl;, and he wm^t isaafe ske^ Imi teidtl htm; mm^ sam Imt iMtmt 
she ym bMteg hto $»ri^ bi^hii^ ttuO,^ to M he hadiMjUng td do widt 

He j^ls he^n ^ die blame fix)m everyone who is #a#^ tt^ don't wmit be dr^ed, and if he 
could, 1% w£Aikt be iiK»e ten j^bd to 1^ soideime^^ ^ dtejipb, 

Nebrasfai^s first Bomb Cellar. 

Back of Beo?^' ^ote and Sttoe's cafe, in Koftti Loup, fi-om some cause, the eovering rotted aiid^ 
groimd exposing a walled up pit dug there lbir $€M t^M^ unknown to anyone as yet 

In place of filling up die hole, it was ctecided to Imve idie pit as it is, perhaps later i^mnging a 
^Eidder ftir an exit and an entrance, planning to use it for a boxrib cellar. We, Jim Coleman and I, feel 
it is the first bomb cellar in the country, if not the first one in a much larger section. No^ who says 
die dty of Loop k not ffir^ In mie thing, at least 
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Short Shavings. 

Erlo Babcock was called to Owen Whitens to help repair a small gasoline engine one night after 
dark. Erlo took his flashlight along, working with that, and frequently, when Owen would tinker with 
it Erlo would take pains to hold the light in a good position for him. Owen is blind, you know. 

Erlo had to go back to town for a repair part and when he returned Owen was thore in the dark still 
tinkering. Erlo said, 'i've got to have a light before 1 can work." 

"I spec you have," Owen replied. "Eyes are an awful nuisance to you fellows, aren't they." 

I might add ihat Owen will tear hib enguic apart, dissecting the tiny parts and put it back together 
without trouble. 



Charles Klinucr rccei\ ed a broken collar bone while practicing for football Monday cvcninu. This 
is Charles' last year in high school. Prior to this year his father would not let hini play, for fear of 
injuries. In fact the first year in high school, his father told me he had a detlnite understanding w ith 
the bo> that if he went to school at all it would be only with the promise that he would not play 
football. 

It is a little too bad, the ridicule made at schools frequently of boys who do not play, and it is very 
unfair in such instances where dad positi\ ely forbids. 

Paul Goodrich has had a medical discharge from the na\y because of an injury to his leg that oc- 
curred in football a year ago. Paul is a fme boy and liked the navy work very much. 

Jim McCall has sold most of his herd of Brown Swiss milk cows for a nice price, 1 hear, and I hear 
too. they went to the northeast part of the state. It seemed to me they were about the prettiest small 
bunch of cov\ s that I have ever seen; a light brown color, like golden oak perhaps and the baby 
calves a much lighter hue. 

South of North Loup there are man\ meadows of wild grass, having been cut for wild hay ever 
since man settled the country . But this year the grass did not grow tall enough so it could be cut. The 
taxes on the land were reduced accordingly, yes, in a pig's ear they were. 

October 23,1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Here From Another Land 
Mm Wi^ut a Countiy 

HweSnm Anoltor Land. 

OcHning direi^ ftsm tbe Imm of 1m hash^^ fiiilks, tHio aie piti^ Baj^EOis in !Sm Fiaiu^co, Mis. 
Frank Stang^U^, Dorotiiy, eldest daugbto* of Mr. and Mrs. Cli£&>rd Goodncli, is spending two 
m tfordi Loup. She has two bri^t little boys who locdc naoxe like ber^ she has be^ told, Ihui 
^ ^sek father, St. FfftOit Sm^llind. 

While woridng in Omaha a few years ago, DcNrothy met h^ husbfflid, v/ba Ibm attmding 
Creig^ton Medical college. Upon graduating fiom there they were married and sntmd at otice to San 
Fiiuieisco to live witti his folks he todc intern wiifk in a la^ faosphd in ^t ci ty. He has had 
his own ofdce and practice for over a y&t now, and the peculiar part of it is, outside a few 
personal friends, most of his clients are Czechoslovakian. 
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Dorothy says she found tlic life w ith her Italian parents-in-law much different than her previous 
Anierican customs, and especially so w ith the food, but in spite of thai, she says she likes it. Her 
husband's folks are very fine, she sa\ s. and if she wishes, she ma\ cook and cat her own dishes, 
without ridicule, and occasionally, ihcy will sample her dishes, but to no great extent. She eats 
mostly their food. howe\ er. 

Their main diet is spaghetti. They eat this often three times a day and frequently that is about all 
there is. u ith variations. 

All their food is vcr\' rich, fried in oli\c oil. never lard. They seldom eat potatoes, pie, cake or ice 
cream. They are fond of cheese too. Italian cheese, but never use milk in their cooking. 

They seldom drink water. They drink coffee but no tea. Almost all their drinking is confined to 
wine, and it is sour wine. They drink and have in the house many other liquors too. drinking when- 
e\'cr they care to, but she says, as far as she knew, they never drink too much. Wine is drank in place 
of water. 

She says to her knowledge, her mother-in-law never wrote a receipt. They seem to be handed down 
from memory from one generation to another. Following is the spaghetti recipe that they cook and 
eat most of the time, and Dorothv. too. told it from memorv. She said it w ould not be a bin mess the 
way her folks eat it, but Mrs. Goodrich said it would be a pretty large dish for six of us people. 

The sugo (or gra\ y) is made as follows; cup of olive oil heated, a small onion, cloves of garlic, 
sprig of thyme, sprig of rosemary, 1/2 cup of parsley, all of which is chopped and simmered in oil. 
To this add 2 small cans tuna (1 cup). 2 cups of buttered mushrooms, V2 cup dried mushrooms 
(soaked in cold water and chopped.) Sprinkle of cloves, nutmeg and cinnamon tsp.). salt and 
pepper to taste, cup of tomato sauce, cup of cold water. Simmer until quite thick, then put both 
together and cook it all. This is the sugo. 

Take 1 pound of spaghetti, cook and boil in salt water until done, then drain well, add sugo and one 
cup of grated ciieese. It is now^ read\- to ser\e and can be served wuh mt>re grated cheese if desired. 

Her father and mother-in-law are pure Italians, having come to America tiiiily years ago. They are 
owners of two Italian stores in San i raneisco. where they handle almtist noilnng hut food imported 
from Italy. In connection with tiiis they hav e a small spaghetti factory where tlie\ make ! 20 different 
varieties. This kitchen is as clean and slick as an\ house Dorothy ever saw. Although the buildings 
seem small. Dorothy says tiie\ hire 20 men in the establishment. 

They import olive oil b\ the cask and sell it out by fi\e gallon lots. The\ import cured Italian 
meats, mushrooms and great quantities of cheese, she thinks, probably made from goat milk. Most of 
this importation came in large quantities b\ ship through the Panama canal. 

Now they can impon nothmg, on account of the English blockade. The Stanghellinis foresaw this 
condition as long as three years ago and laid in great stocks, so the blockade as yet, is not troubling 
them. The cheese, much of it, comes in wheel shapes. It is bard, with a dark covering, and must be 
sprayed with oil and pepper to preserve it The cheese, she says, resembles Limburger, without quite 
as strong a smell. 

In asking her how the Italians (and her folks) feel about the war, she said they are thoroughly 
Americans, adopting this country as theirs to the exclusion of all others. They do not sympathize 
with the Italians in the war. nor do they have any love for Mussolini. They have some feeling and 
sympathy for the royal family however. She says some of the younger Italians, who have come over 
in the last few years, ttiink the Axis pow^ are all right, and she says her folks think, if they feel diat 
way, they should return. 

She says now about the only thing that cm be sent back to Italy i s coffee. In Italy, the anny gets all 
the coffee there. The duty too, is v^ great, so when an American -Italian wants to send some coffee 
to his friends in Italy, he must send money along to pay the duty to the government. 

She has a good deal of respect for the Italians sto kaciws. They are mostly Catholics and great 
people for family celebrations and parties. She says the mayor of both San Francisco and <^New 
York are Italians, Rossi and LaGuardia. The DiMaggios are Italians coming from San Francisco and 
Don Ameche is also m ItaUan. 
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She has learned to imdrntand tite language but not to speak it as yet, but her little boys can talk and 
understand both languages. The older folks speak Italian when they are together but the younger 
Mks spesk "^^^i ims&y. The old^ fo&s usually a^oei^ witti Italiims birt fiie younga^ on^ g& 
with anyone, and for the most part, the looks of the race is so little different from Americans, that 
one could not tell them apart. 

A Uttte off silbjeK^ of the IMians, she says she hears more about Urn Japs here than she did 
there. The Japanese stores (especially in Chinatown) were boycotted until most of them had to close 
up. Many Japs have returned to Japan to fight, but very few Chinese have returned. 

The city of San Francisco is about 60% foreigners. There is Chinatown, Russian Hill, and North 
Beach, the Italian settlement. (Her folks do not live there however.) It used to be one of the busiest 
ports in the land, but since the labor strikes and troubles, business at the wharves has fallen off 
terribly. 

She expects to return next week. 

Man Without a Country. 

It has been discovered that Jim MoiTison. who a few years ago lived and was raised in North Loup 
and also taught in Burwcll. is an alien, and perhaps will not be able to teach again in the state, at least 
until he gets his record cleaned up. 

It happens his father went to Canada and took a homestead there. His father is dead, and Jim's 
mother does not know for sure, but thinks he must have had to become a Can adian citizen to take a 
homestead. 

Jim was bom in Canada and when a very small child, the folks moved back to the United States 
where they have lived ever since and where (in North Loup) Jim was raised. Until now. he never had 
the thought but what he was as much an American as anyone, and is too in spirit. He is faced with 
the quandary of whether he is a Canadian, an American, or what he is. His mother wrote from 
California that they think it is nothing but what can be straightened up however, probably taking a 
good deal of time and trouble. 

Short Shavings. 

Speaking of rats in Ord, Alfred Christensen and Harlen Brenwick respectfully offer to furnish the 
city with a few dozen cats if they just say the word. 

In church the other moming, little Katherine Severance, who is more than tilled with activity, 
wanted to give the money into the collection platter. Cecil opened his wallet, she took out a bill, a 
bill that Cecil thought was a one dollar bill, and she was about to drop it when the discovery was 
made that it was a ten dollar bill instead. 

My children say that if Joe Knezacek would just wear a cap. say a hunting cap. we would have to 
call him Sherlock Holmes. That might be all right too; a little of Sherlock Holmes' characteristics 
perhaps would not be so bad in the legislature. 

Anyway, everyone that 1 have seen, who knows Joe. hopes he will be elected. I have wished all my 
life folks would say of mc what they say of Joe; that he is one of the finest men they ever knew. 

At the show in Grand Island the other day — The Harmony Harvest — there was a Hulu Hulu dance. 
One small child with her father, turned up her face and asked him in a loud voice, ''Daddy, haven't 
they got any clothes on?" 
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October 30, 1940 

Hie Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

If I Were a Dictator 

Johnson, Johnson, Johnscm and Johnson 

If I Were a Dict^nr. 

If I were a dictator I'd. — oh no 1 wouldn't either if I were a dictator. But if I were a lawmaker in 
the United Stated, I'd fm a law, if I had a chsmce, that would provide a penalty to those persons 
who do not vote at our govemm^ decticsis. 

There are massy good reasons vrby we should all go and vote at our govmunental elections; there 
arc none why we diouldn't. 

In the first place, voting for our leaders, is a privilege granted to very few of the earth's people to - 
day, and we, having diat privilege, should be very thankful. We should show our appreciation by 
exercising that favor graiited us by s^ooe streak of luck or intelligence, I don't know which. 

only was this fact true a year ago, but since the European war has started, there have bera 
many voting democracies fallen by the wayside, and their people vote no more. 

Another reason why we^iould all vote at this election is ttie fact that this migjbt be the last time we 
will ever have a chance to vote for a leader. If that shcmld he tlie case^ all the lest of oat Uvm we 
could say, ^I voted in Ibe last election held in the United States, that land wbare democracy lived ttie 
kingG^*' 

Many might scofiTitt tbis last pani§ri^[^ but flunse same pe^le vmM have laired too, had ihe 
collide ctf Ffance be^ precficted a year agp. Uniled States mtg^ht not be so haid a nut to caadE vme 
Bt^Jmfid whipped md fbeir navy Miea into 0ie Am hands; were we beta^ attacked from the east by 
the Axis, and Js^ian from the west AnytMBgrnB^hsspfimmm days, it seesoEiSi and wiio knows, dm 
may be our last chance to vote. The pex^le of tfie Gaiiqi»ed countries of die Axis powers, no not 
even die German pe^^ tbnnselves, have v^^tii^ pri^i%es like we lur^ hare. 

Anodiaf reason we sSiouUl vote is tite &ct that any one vole m^ decide the ele ction. This is 
sot like^ in state mi nafioiidxesislts^ but in xEm(y yem of voting, I have known of any numba: 
of instittici^ TK^ere local results would have been differ^t had I not voted. 

At a school board eleettcsi a few years ago, Alvin Bamhart did not vote. He was busy ^ Akr^^ 
"Shucks, my vote will ncft isiaM^r anywi^^ It woiiddiave nmttar^ fdir his own candiibte was defeat- 
ed by one vote, and had Alvin and his wife voted, th^ would have changed the results. Alvin felt 
mean about that ever micm. 

Ed Lee was defeated for supervisor by a very few votes. A threshing crew, all of whom professed 
to favor Ed^ would not stop dieir machine Icmg enough to vote, thinking that a few minutes thresh ing 
more important than the naming of our govi^oni^ Tim om mem wmld have diasiged flie resiffis. 

Another inqwrtant reascm why we should vote is that invariably, where a big percent of the popula- 
tion votes they have better govemmeol ofGcials and hotter iMOigenient than in sections wh^e a 
small group go lo the pedis. Hioe is 8afei^ia iiunfl)as in polities* 

All places such as where Pendergasts, Hi^^ies^ Huey Ixmgs, Kelly-Nash's and the like commit 
such graft and give poor govCTsment operation^ places ^K^ei^e the great majcnriti^ do not vcA^ ^ere 
balliite are tampered asd bought, wto[e ttie laid fib ^^ at home, simply saying. ^Ab it mm*t 
do any good anyway." 
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I heard a mm the other day say, laughing at the tune, "*Naw, I'm not going to vote. What good 
would it do, and Td have to drive fifty miles to do it." 

That's the veiy filing ^e gr^feers our public purse, the grafters of our tax money that we have 
such a heck of a time paying, want the people to do. The more people who stay away fi"om the polls, 
the easier it is for them and their henchmen to run things. 

CcmsoientioiiS mm drive hundreds of miles to vote. The Hutchins boys and Rox Cox, traveling 
men, always arrange their schedules so they can vote. They are not in office or want one, but they 
want to be a part of this great democracy, want to be a part of this one that has not yet fallen, want to 
partake in this privilege God has given us for some unknown reason. George Clement, sr., has been 
known to come from Washington so he could vote. Grace Crandall. missionary in China, was 
planning to have a ballot mailed lo her. so anxious was she to perform her one duty to her great 
American homeland. If those people go to such trouble to exercise this simple right, we at home 
should be ashamed if we neglect it. 

Although in other sections there has been political bosses who arranged the voting, bought votes, 
grafted our treasuries, never yet has there, in the United States, been one like Hitler, Mussolini or 
Stalin, who became dictator over all of us. Our uni\ersal voting has always beat them down 
eventually. These foreign dictators have always got in by their own crowd ananging the voles by 
keeping their enemies at home and when they were once established the democracy ended. There is 
safety in big numbers turning out to vote. 

It is quite a common remark that it does no good to vote that they have it their own way anyway. I 
never have found out w ho "they'* are but at that, this remark is largely untme. In other states there 
have been reported irregularities and these have usually been caught up eventually, never have 1 
known of an instance where there w as intentional fraud in any Nebraska elections. 1. too, have been 
on election boards, and I never have know n an instance where it was not the intention to carry on the 
election as honestly as possible. Really, comparing us with other lands, we must admit, w^e are a fme 
people, living in the best land on earth. If our duty in it is nothing but voting, we should by ail means 
do that. 

And how much better it is that w c go to the polls and \ ote our good men in, our poor out, than by 
our negligence allowing some despot to become entrenched and we have to go into a revolution or 
into war, to put them in their place. 

If I were a dictator, I'd pardon me, no I wouldn't either. If I were a lawmaker, I'd provide a 

penalty to those who deliberately neglect this pri\ ilcge so few are blessed with in this world today. 

Johnson, Johnson, Johnson 
and Johnson. 

In her club work, my wdfe was asked to look up and tell the good and bad points of the Republican 
candidates for Lieut. Governor, attorney general, auditor, state treasurer, secretary of state and rail- 
way commissioner. All are named Jolinson except the last two. they being Marsh and Larson. 

Knowing nothing of these men, she wrote to our cousin. Robert Van Boskirk. auditor of Lincoln, 
who is known here in Valley county by many. His acquamtance over the stale is as extensive as 
anyone she Imew, Here is the reply he gave: 

Lincoln, Nebr. 

Dear Addie: 

I am sorry that I did not ha\ c the information about the combination of Johnson, Jolinson, Johnson 
and Jolinson. Isn't that ridiculous — and wc think \vc are thinking people and really from the results 
we get it looks like we should not e\ en be allowed to vote. If we don't learn to lise it more inteUi- 
gently w e may lose the vote some day. 

Of course you folks are trying to learn something about these candidates and you are going to have 
a hard time finding out about them. That in itself is bad — ^and should be vindicated someway. 

One of the things that has bothered me for some time is the fact that nobody much but a Scandi- 
navian name can land on the ballot. The other day I heard a fairly good explanation of this unusual 
fact First of course our ballot is too long and we nev^ should be voting for a bunch of people we 
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can't find out about. And second, this person had it all figured out that it was our antipathy toward 
the CathoHcs and Jeuish people. In other words if we do not ivnovs the candidates and are called on 
lo make a choice, we pick ilie name that doesn't have a Catholic or a Jewish sound — and the 
Scandina\ ian name is just that. 

1 am Sony 1 cannot give you some information about some of the fellows you spoke of. I just don't 
know much good or bad against any of them. 1 do know most of tliem personally and can say they 
are good fellows — hand-shakers and so forth. 

In my opinion they wouldn't, any of them, set the world on fire. But on the other hand they will 
probably do the jobs as well as they ha\'e been done. It is hard to get $5,000 men to run for these 
jobs. Usually ihey are $1,000 to $2,000 men trymg to get a $5,000 job. 

Sincerely, 

Robin. 



November 6, 1940 

TteCMQuiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

TimetoQil^ 

Who Pays These Men, Anyway! 

HmetoQuit 

Nof& Ix»Q{» atild Scotia ate two fine villages, five wile$ qaarl on the bi^vray^ fOled ts» tiie bmn, 
bodi of ^lem, with mm of the &est peic^ in flie world 1^ one would have to look a long Wsiys 
to find bett^pec^H but flie school <MhlrW--iodsorae &Ssim loo — do nat Bgmt wilfa me. 

Wcsdc befixe last fbiem was Sb^ed at Scotia^ undo- brilliant floodUj^ts, before several hundred 
excited fens, the amsml IbotbaU contest Urn find score was six to seven, Nortfi Loup scoring earfy 
in tiie fifi^ qufflt^ but to mafee fhek kidc for the extta point; Scotia scoriqg near die cod of tibe 
last quanta; to win the game. As &r as profits are concerned, diis game always nets more proceeds 
than any q&hn game. 

Scotia ha$ i bigiar M^s00l^ more boys to pick firom, more substitutes to change off witfi, mote 
wei^t m avcacage^ QutHof-toi^mers tfaou^t North Loi^ was lucky to score as well as they did; 
thi^ Scotia did not play as well as they should; tfaathad tt^ pilfee goiie and Sootia 
mi^t have made another touchdown. 

That part does not xnalt^. B w»5 a wondoful game; a gala time fyc everycme; ch: at least it dbcndd 
have bem. Ti^ of jEnend^p^ eo^peratibn, brotherly love and spor^aiiansli^) ^undd have be^ ibe 
ultimate consummation of such a contest But that was not it 

Before the @ime both sdiools held pep meetiogSi ths bi^ vtea to win that game. Beat >lo^ Loup. 
B^ $<»ytta. Fig^ Fi^t! Down ^mn mi wfaatjoot Lcoigbefoffe^ §am barfed diere wasa t^tflsite 
spirit aroused. It was reported that die teams wcxe irf&ied lewsffds bu^nessaim if diey would 
only win diat game. 

Qoie loan tcdd £t^ that he Udok Otee godis fixioi Noitti IjehG^ IhiKt evening and afl three w^ all the 
way home. ExcitCTiaat was high all ftreagh the game aad sev^al times d i flferen i people ndj^ba^ 
come to blows. Criticism of every litde incident was voi^ hi loud language. Some claimed the 
fef^^ was partial to Scotia and at one imtance, vsiiCT ^orei was a pemlty, a &n ydled, **If you can't 
give it to *em one way, you will another.^ There were accusations of slug ging and unfair play. In one 
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insfanee tbereDiw a mix up with the wire, and the line man was told a thing or two with fierce gri- 
maces. 

During the half, the Scotia band and cadets staged a brilliant and beautiful act I heard several 
people say it was the best part of the evening's entertainment. At that the North Loup football boys 
were diSeourteous enough to stage a practice at the end of the field during the act. 

But that was not all. The substitute players sat on ttie ground in front of the wire, and whenever 
there was an exciting play going on, these substitutes were thoughtless about standing up in front of 
the paid attendance behind the wire. A North Loup man yelled, "Down in front," and looks of 
daggers were returned with unkind comments. 

Not satisfied with this game as it was some of the students continued their hi larity long after the 
lights had been dimmed. Wanting to crow more several cars from Scotia drove to North Loup after 
the game to honk their homs. And still not satisfied, a uroup of these hoodlums, along witli three 
North Loup girls, went to the North Loup ball diamond and tore down the goal posts. 

The next day the city marshal was called in and he and the Noiih Loup superintendent drove to 
Scotia. A meeting was held with the Seolia superi ntendeiu and the coach. These laiier two were in no 
way responsible or to blame for what those boys had done and they were not happy o\er it. In fact 
they were sad about it, but they did not hke the idea of the city marshal or the county sheriff being 
brought into it. .Again there was feeling between the scIuh>1s. Finally under the threat of arrests the 
Scotia boys dro\ e over and repaired the goal posts. 1 did not hear what happened to the North Loup 
girls who were along in the fracas. 

My post office and church are in North Loup and that is my town. My daughter attends school at 
Scotia. One North Loup girl said to her, "You're the only nice person in the Scotia school.'* A Scotia 
girl told her, "I don't sec how you can stand to even go to church over there with those people." At a 
juv enile party in North Loup these children would become angered at the single mention of Scotia. 
Scotia children feel the same way about North Loup. 

I guess I have told enough about it all. Here we have two once friendly towns, two groups of fine 
people, developing such an antagonism that they fly mad at the mention of the other. Til repeat what 
I have a dozen times in the last week. "It is time they cease playing football with each other." 

Surely, w hen feeling between two small towns, of the same race, of the same country, of people 
one ct)uld not tell apart were they not pomted out, has been pitched to such a fervor, the game has 
lost its purpose. 

Who Pays These Men, Anyway? 

A neighbor told me not long ago he had to take his car to tow n to ha\ e it repaired and having done 
that he decided to start walking home, thinkmg he might catch a ride. He had walked half the four 
miles home before a car appeared going his way. It was a pickup with a sign of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture on the side, and plenty of room for an extra passenger. The farmer waved, asking for a 
ride, but the driver smiled and sailed on leaving him standing in the road. 

He watched the car proceed up the river and also saw it go by his place. He walked on home, a 
little pee\ ed and tired. Fanners now days arc not in the habit of walking. 

He had only set down to rest a minute in the house when there was a knock at the door. Going there 
he met the very Department of Agriculture man who had smiled at him so friendi\ as he left him 
standing in the road wanting a lift. Without formality he blurted. "So you're the man w ho passed me 
up over by the bridge a feu minutes ago. Now what do you want; some favor I'll bet ? 

**Are you that person." the D. of A. man stammered. "Fm sorry but it is against the rules to pick up 
anyone. I might lose my job. I have a wife and six children and I can't take any chances." 

"Who's paying your salar>' anyway?" the tued man asked. '*W here does the money come from?' 
''What w ould your wife and six kids do if it wasn't for us farmers paying taxes?" 

"'1 don't know," was the reply, "but them's our rules and we can't ciiange them. One man got fired 
a month ago for picking up a tramp." 

And this was not such a happy answer either. ^'Can't you tell a ^rmer &om a bum?" the &nner 
asked. 
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Both were silent tor a mijuite then the D. of A. man not knowing what to say, asked lor permission 
lo look for barbcn \ tHi>l]cs on the fanner's plaee. 

"Yes, you ean/' the farmer replied. "I'd feel pretty mean if 1 wouldn't help you out that mueh with 
youi' job lo keep that w ife and six kids. Thai would be as bad as passing up a farmer on ihe road." 

November 13, 1940 

TheChdQcdz 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOL T! 
Written by George Gowen 

After It is All Over 
Voting Machine Age 
Must Play Ball Together 

After It Is AU Over. 

One la^ said to sa^ (and a icpoblieiEni too) "If Willkie gets beaten it ivOI be became of imb lMa^ 
and diat is because the {Resident is much better speaker. I hieaiti tiiem botti the other ni^t mid 
is no con^^saisoii between the two mm, Roosevdt is so mudi bett^. 

**What he said was not only srawter, hut hk voice was snsDofiiar, he talked ^ier, he fed^peK:fle 
ta£^ telling thedl tiitai they had done. WilUde was inclined to throw mud and he did not have the 
ease of gab like that of the pffe^^" 

Another prason ai^gued the election was s&i^ly a contest between the haves and have-nots. Of 
course Roosevelt is of aristooratie origin tot he seems to css^ to ttie poor noasses^ and Willki^ 
idAoqs^ we do mft know what he would have done, his bad^round does not augur well We are all 
a Hide si|S|>icious of Wall Streets and most pe^le do not have a super quality of love for public 
iitil^. 

A letter from Mm. C%de Biret, in New Yoik City, in pact, leadb as follow^ **We do not have 
sdiool Tuesday, el^m 4sy md ISnm lStst a}q)earances it will be a D^ioocFatic landslide. Ui^ialfy 
Ms is a s£ci»g Ri^publican d^tric^ but this y^ir tfa^ are a lot of peo^e ^o are voting Ae 
Danoo^atic ticket because of the war." 

Votfaig Machine Age. 

Rev. Ehret of die S. D. church of Nortfi Loup, ^dio lece^ from New York Sts^^ said 
tibat theaielheyvoteeatii^ly mtti votii^zn^ years. 

The machine is like a cash register. On the fiont are a row of buttons by the side of tihe name of a 
can^date. AR&c the dlecMon deifc has kwdked up and le^taci^ your name, you go into a booft «id 
pundt Urn hvmm fyr Ike mm you trant Whra ttaer^ mm aU piiadiid properly, you pull a big lev^ 
which adds up your vote and clears the machine for anotfiar voter. 

Wh« the polls clo^ fte election dicaks go bdiii^ open the maddne and there are all the votes 
counted. Tbgse figures ate inritteii down and c^ be M 0sm sent in to be fabvdated. 

Rev. Ehret and otiiors he was talking to figured these machines would be great sa^Hmig for tax- 
payers. It wotdd ^ve^ ballot printing besides the counting board 

Must Play Btil Together. 

A rather peculiar mddent oceuiied in Ibe North Loup township deeticm. Dell Barber has kng had 
the reputation of being a Democrat, even if he insists that he has voted both parties. like/V^^Ullde and 
WaUiMGe, be dianged Ms afSUation (he wouldn't agree to this) and got non^naled and elec^ on the 
0. 0. P. ticket for township clerk. 
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For several years Dell has not been in sympathy with the actions of tfie old township board, so now 
that he is one, perhaps he can do things xnone as Im ttinks Aey shotild be done. He can, if he and 6d 
Lee will play ball together like nice little boys should. But Ed and DeU have loved^di Gtoer not 
much from time eternal, and the heck of it is, Ed is on the board too, as township treasurer. 

They Showed Cochran. 

One man said the other night, and he was a Democrat too, that we are going to show that Cochran a 
thing or two when election time comes. We'll snow him under so hard he never will crawl out. It's 
all on account of that corn deal too, since Butler suggested it, of course Cochran wouldn't be in favor 
of it. He would rather have the rats eat the corn than to let us poor farmers, who haven't had a crop in 
five years, feed it to our stock." 

Well, Cochran was snowed under and by a man almost unknown to anyone. It looks like the people 
voted more against Cochran than for Butler. 

Many people think, had Burke been nominated, he would ha\e beaten Butler. 

Debt No \\ orry, 

A political discussion the other c\cninu was of little interest. The Republicans argued. "There's 
one thing about Rooseveh, abo\ c all others, thai 1 cannot approve ol', and thai is the big debt, or 
deficit he is piling up. It will bankrupt us soniclinie.''"' 

*'That government debt doesn't worr\ in the least." the democrat answered laughing. "That debt 
will never be paid. Governments ne\ cr pay debts. Look at all the debts there are in Europe and there 
is only one country, Finland, that e\er made a pretense of paying. All those countries owed 
staggering debts after the other war but they were never paid and the countries went on just the same. 
Our Civil war debts have not been paid yet even. It has been a known fact, for a long time, that 
German), Italy and Japan were so in debt the>' were on the verge of bankruptcy, but look al the war 
they have carried on in spite of that. Govermiient debts arc the least of my thouglits." 



November 20, 1940 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Fm to Blame 

I>l0se for News 
NoE&oiSpe 

rill Tip Bliuwe. 

As I drove into town flie otiier evening, the fim ^p^iistte blew. Utde did I realize at that moment that 
I would ^un oQt^ be fiiel«o ef tti^ fire^ Widl, peaSsaps the word *lx€XO^ is not qu£le the ri0A term, 
but if it badn*t been for me tins file woidd ba^ 

I soon discovered the fire was at the bouse y^b&tc now lives Bffl McMindes. My ts&er built ttat 
lumse wbea I was a bcif and I lived there many years. Altfaoug^ilamiiatafuaziaii^ ldedded, indiat 
Ihadhe^)edtobuildijl,Il(fouldliketowatcbitdie too,fflidgoiq^ — oh beck— go iq> in smoke. 

The first house we faad^me room building my tHherhad bou^t w^ dumneys on both 

mds, vMtb is mm tte Wtxheaix and part of ttie next imm stmdl My &ttiar Iniilt tite addUicm cm ^ 
SOU&, two stories, dovetailing it into the smaller part as best he could. 
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Bclbrc \\c bought a furnace vvc used both those chimneys wifli a wood heater at the south one. Af - 
ter we bought the furnace we never used the south chimney. For some reason the carpentr> around 
that chimne\ and at the union of the houses was ne\ er good and ever\ time it rained, w ater would 
leak in and mess things up in great shape. Those were the days w hen it rained loo, and we were in a 
dither all the time w ith plaster falling off and the paper getting stained. 

One day in disgust 1 climbed the rool'and knocked that chimney off down to below the gable. Then 
1 found some boards and bought a bundle of shingles and built the roof solid lca\ ing the lower part 
of the chimney as it was. I might have taken the w hole chimney out but that would have been more 
work, replastering, reflooring and redecorating. 1 stopped the leak anyway and that was the main 
thing. 

As I came up to the house the other day 1 found there were dozens of firemen about, all o\ er and in 
the house. Smoke filled the house and a tiny bit was trickling out of the center of the ro(.)f where 
several men were chopping fiercely into the gable. That chimney that 1 had co\ered up was a lost 
memor\ to me until that moment. Then it all came back, all this 1 have told of the leakage, of the 
repair, of my boyhood days. 

"Right under where they're chopping is a chimney." 1 explained. 1 stuttered. e\en scratched my 
head. ^Tou don't suppose, you don't suppose, a, a, they could have set a stove up at that chimney do 
you. 

The hole w as in the roof by then and the smoke began rolling just as it had twenty years from our 

old wood burner. 

And the strange part of it was Mrs. McMindcs said they had had a lire there for several days. 
Where do you suppose that smoke went lllled the garble and rafters, perhaps, to a saturation point? 
I'm sorry I didn't get there quicker. 1 might have saved them chopping the hole in the root. 
At any rate, Tm ail to blame. 

Buzzards. 

Rev. Ehret said he saw a buzzard out Mira Valley way not long ago. 1 might lui\ c lold him I did not 
belic\ c it were it not for the fact that he has lived in a country w here there were buz/ards and that he 
is a naturalist by hobby. He not only likes to hunt and fish but he has several sets of nature books 
(one by Burrows) and he has read some of them several times. 

Getting back to the buzzard that he saw, I will say they are very rare ni these parts. However they 
may be here in small numbers or they may be coming. It was only a few years ago there were no 
ma^ies in these parts. Now there are quite a few, especially in the winter. 

Nose For News. 

Having a trip over to Horace the other day, I stopped into Raymond Karre*s to warm up, and there I 
was again presented with the fact that it does not matter where you stop, there will be something 
worth mentioning in the paper if you only keep your nose for news we 11 pointed. 

Raymond has a pair of fine mules, six feet tall and fat as butter. At the first peek into the bam I saw 
them and he said he had been offered $300.00 for them. A person doesn't see such mules often any 
more. 

But too, he has a herd of purebred Berkshire hogs; the first I have seen in these parts although the 
breed has been gaining popularity east of here for a year or two. These hogs are black and turn up 
their noses no msOer what you feed them. 

No Escape. 

Frank Lileatbal told ia a talk at die Fortnightly club that he and his brother were convinced 
Gontnany was going to war again soonar or later and &ey decided they would get away &om it if 
tiiey could. They had heard Hitler talk and sensed the sentiment, so they beg^n making plans and did 
get out and came to Ameriea. They had had all the war tb^wanted. 

It might be recalled Frank was bom in Genuauy. At a very small age his father was killed in the 
World War. Frank was raised by an xmcle and went through all the post war inflation period there. 

Being a U. S. citizra now he r^stered in the draft and his name was one of the first ones drawn in 
Valley comity. Now his name is among die first fiffy (19) to receive questionnaires. 
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Short Shavings. 

Many people think it will be no trouble proving insanity m Ihose three men who shot the Taylor 
^^ff when he was trying to serve notice on fliem to vacate a farm, or tfiat the fmn tenant situation 
is different there ttian in these parts. The landlord around here has to use the shot gun to keep the 
tenant from moving. 

The question arose in ttie history class of the price paid per acre for the Louisiana purchase and the 
teacher said it was about two cents an acre. Some of the children insisted the government got 
cheated, while the others maintained that is always the case with all government purchases and we 
will have to just take our medicine and forgot it. 

Don't think that is a joke. South of North Loup there are a number of farms that the taxes have ac- 
cumulated until they amount to more than the land is worth and it is the common Ijelief these owners 
never expect to redeem this land. 

W ith an\ nLinihcr of city lots in North Loup, and otiicr places too. ih\> suuaiujn exists. Upon the 
rc\aluation of these lots this year, the assessors made no change in the high taxes assessed. The 
reasoning was that most of them arc not paid anyway, so what would be the obicci to ciiangc them. 
The owner Just as well owe a big figure as a smaller one. In one instance, there was a man who 
requested the assessor to separate his garden lot from the one his house set on so he could pay on tlie 
one but not the other. 
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The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

TheFcehide 
Like Hot Bricks 

ThePrdiidtew 

In writiI^S Ibis piece each we^ I tiy to bear in nihld Ihe sttb $@dbers wbo live in ofli^ports of tihe 
oountiy aixd are mcxe aiodoi^ to get and read tins psQ^ tea any other and like it even better 
than the home folks. It seems thati as many iht moxe c^^ies fioittlbll^ awiay than at home. 

Althoui^ our dronib eonditicms are oM ^tfi£f ^ 9t isrnrn^ a Sm pictures ^ven ma^ tell those 
folks mmy better what we are going tiirough than to si^ily ^y^ ^imes are awfully tough back 

I, too^ have tiie feeling ttu^ some tom^B^iB^ or some go vemmcml dOScial xxA^ be a Ultis more 
synf>adietic whai ttxey twist tiie thumb screws or grant new Ib^ and seed U»ns and that, indirectly 
p&^baps there will be some good to tiie coimtiy ftom this scribblii^ besides tiie p^ I g^ 

Hu^ Clement says his wife has a forty acre dry farm that used to be considered fine land. Three 
years ago tii^ rented it for a third of the crop. Hu^ told his wife^e^ losmg too much witiiHie 
rent had a crc^ ftitoe and lost all ti^ tiiird) so last year they asked fir a fianth of the 
crop. 

Tins year he wis d^osted i^ain» lodng tiie fbifftii so he si^ iraw if itiiete is aiq^cHie ^o will &nn 
it pw her allti^ Soti €>)iig$3n^(ni ^edt, the fi»iaateaii have all tiie m^. That way Hugh fbels 
they will not lose anytiting and tiie Soil Conservation dieck will pay the taxes. Since 1933 they have 
not taken enough from the forty acres to pay the taxes. 
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This was quite amusing to me but upon telling it 1 found there have been one or two other farms 
rented that way and I heard too that Billic Worrell had been trying to rent his land that w^ay but as yet 
cannot tlnd a renter. Billie has a fami that used to be considered a better than average tann witli line 
improvements. 

Landlords are in a good deal of danger of not getting a renter at all. Floyd Hutchins drove from 
Ashlon to North Loup not long ago and on that one road home he saw 35 idle fanns. He said there 
were no doubt as many proportionally on the other roads in that section. 

If the land is not fanned there is no Soil Conservation check. I knew of one man who took a renter 
who he had heard was not the best but be was afraid if he did not take him he might not get anyone 
and consequently lose his share of the government check. 

Mortgagees have lately, too. taken a new slant on their foreclosure business. Heretofore, il seemed 
like they had the leeling the owner was a crook, trying to beat them out of their just interest, and the 
sooner they crack down and get the land, the better. A good deal of land was taken too and the fe How 
who lost early was the luckiest in many cases. These mortgagees were neither able to sell, or collect 
enough rent to pay expenses. 

One man south of town has offered his farms to the loan company but they will not take them. This 
man has a little money and could pay the interest and taxes once, but he too. could take thai money 
and rent another farm and only pay share or nothmg as 1 mentioned before. He decided to do the 
latter, but the loan company will not start foreclosure or take his place. They threatened to sue him 
for deilciency judgment, and then offered to add the back taxes and back interest on his loan, but he 
thinks that only makes a bad matter worse. 

I know another man who was back one interest payment and urged the loan company to take his 
place. They would not. Finally after dickering they canceled the back interest and the coming interest 
(amounting to $500.00) if this owner would only pay the taxes and stay on the farm. 

It is told that some of the loan companies in some of the counties near by have ceased paying taxes 
on their land. There are a few places privately owned where the taxes have not been paid and it looks 
like they never will be, but it is only recently the loan companies ceased, if they have. 

The question is continually asked, "How do these people live, going year after year with no crop?" 
That is a question hard to answer. We tind quite frequently families so proud that they have never 
taken a cent of relief yet (excepting Soil Conservation payments which everyone takes) but if the 
facts were known, and the names published, we would find this is the way most of the people are 
getting by. It has been said that in one county, any farmer can get a grant; all he has to do is to ask 
for it. 

The fact of the matto: is, we are all living on relief; if it were not for those checks we would all 

have to move away. 

On the other hand, rents have risen on the irrigated tracts in the valley to a point where, the renters 
howl, we cannot make a cent The owner of one irrigated farm talked of getting a new renter and has 
32 applicants. The usual rent now is half the crop and the tenant paying half the water. The tenant 
gives 1-5 the beets and a share of the tops. 

One man said that is pp^^ high xmt, but he felt he b^er give half the crop of 80 bushels of com 
than to get the whole ctop wiiere it goes 0 bushels an acre. 
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December 4, 1940 

The Qrd Quiz 

AFEWTBINOS 
TO THINK ABOIDT! 

Written h^G^^Q&%m^ 

Depends Upon the Man in Charge 
Nol a Bright Outlook 
Short Shavings 

Depends Upon the Man in Charge. 
I never have been able to find the real reas<Hi why the petition to chan ge the Valley county form of 
government from supervisor to commissioner system was snowed under so strongly. I have lived in 
Valley county and Greeley county and 1 think th^ are benefits and drawbacks with both systems. I 
cannot see why the pec^le in Valley comity were so unanimous in their beUef that their present 
system is best. 

We will not quarrel over that however. I do not think the county will go to pot because of that. But 
the following remark is what I h^d a dozen or forty tim^ in i^egani to the change. **If the roads in 
your (Riverdale) district are an example of the commissioner system, we surely do not Wimt any of it 

And for a fact, tiie^rcHuisin this section of Grcclcy county come about s@ near being COW paths mid 
buffalo uallovvs as any one could see in these modem times. A few yeais 1^ T mcntiCHied that one 
could tell the minute he left Valley county into Greeley, the latter having so mudi better roads. Now 
one can tell at tibtfit very minute too, fm: the Greeley county roads are so much wor se. 

A few years ago when this Stafemeot iwis made, the commissioner liked the folks in Wallace Creek 
precinct and scaat his big cat and grader and fixed the roads in good shape. At that time the North 
Loup township was trying to do the job with a Uttle four horse grado: that looked like a plaything 
confMff^dvely and the work done was a joke coirq)ared wilh ttiat accomplished just across the line. 

But now the reverse exists. The roads in North Loup townshqp are the best shape in many years. Ed 
Lee andHaiian Brennick have hired the big cat of ^ county and also purchased gravel for the bad 
places, and more fbm that haw nmie^ to q>are. Just ov^ die brieve to the east Hm^Mems to be the 
disposition of the ecHEminsdoner to do as little wodc in Wallace Qreek as possible and ^at has been 
done was done witt a s^od^^ INir yeius and years ago. Cteong fix>m 

the nice loads west of tihe issddg^ to dtose of CSceeley county, then norlh and south to Scotia, is like 
moving fiom the "isolid rode to ^e sinking sand.*' 

The w^ of it all is not Htm^^^em of comity govemmient but in the mm ^o are in charge of 
things. One ye^ one set of mads yiM be good« ampler year the othor. Had ttiis vote come tip six or 
years ago, flie pedple in this section would have said, "If tiiose roads are an exanq>le of whast 
tiie differrat systems give, we suxti^ want to change.** 

NM a Bv^t Onttodk. 

Whedier we like die sound of d^ nr not, it looks to toatiy of lis HiM Wxi^mi is just about whirled. 
Crawford M<»tensai and I were talking it die otho* and idflioi^ he did not say it quite like 
iSoBt^ 1 caald see he wiie as I am^ wotried about it Be is well posted too. 

We bodi Bffeed diat Ei^^d would die fig^bCihg before she would surrendo*. She would become 
another Caitt^ bi^»e she would pve up to Gomany. When ^ is §mUy wp&i up (if ^ is) we 
were ccmvm^ ^cir lle^ woidd come to America and Dmacb would probably ti^eir seat of 
govomment In diat Canada has no ports diat can handle die fleet, diat job of docking will Ml to the 
United States. Th^ will we be in wai? I wonder. 
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Many folks w ill want to argue thai England is not whipped yet and never w ill be. Let us look at the 
facts. England even before the war. was a much smaller countrx' than Germany. Now Germany has 
almost all of Europe with her, either wilhngly or by force, and now the odds against England are 
greater than ever. 

England is a small island. If her airplanes were of equal number of Gennany's, the territory for her 
to bomb is so much greater than Cjcrmany's that the odds against her on that score be great But the 
best experts give the ratio of Germany's planes 2' 2 to 1 of England. 

The last few weeks Gennany has conducted a new scheme of bombing. Now they pick out a city 
and concentrate their w hole force there. They can nearly flatten that city before England can get her 
anli-aircrall guns in place, which now are mostly around London, because the bombing was 
heretofore mostly at thai tow n. England cannot stand this bombing forever, and not nearly as long as 
Germany, for there is so much more ol'the latter to bomb. 

To many, there is only one hope for England and that is an uprising someplace of such magnitude 
that Germany will have to divide her forces. As yet nothing like this has developed. They are 
begging .America to help (and we are) but many think anything we could do would not sa\e them. 

And then w e wonder, if England is w hipped, if our turn will be next. By any record of Hitler's up 
to date, no one would be foolish enough to think he w ill be content with only Europe conquered. 

Short Shavings. 

Donnie Smith and her mother. Mrs. George Smith, have moved back to North Loup to live after 
having been gone to Grand Island for ten years. They lived here before that for a long time, and now 
Mrs. Smith is the happiest woman in the village* She says North Loup is the nicest place to live in 

the world. 

01 Winder stopped into my place the other day and wanted to buy my saddle horse. I like to have 
01 drop in for I too am "kinda horsy" and we always have a good time visiting. But this is what he 
said and it might be worth passing along. He said there is a market for good mouthed saddle horses 
lor the army and a little demand for mules, but he said at the presoit there is no demand for big vfoak 
horses, regardless of how good they arc. 

Otto Bartz and Art Hutchins, just back from California, report on seeing quite a number of North 
Loupers there. They said Milt Earnest and Rube McCune have oil stations and as far as they could 
see were getting along. Charley Sayrc has a good job managing a Safeway store; Elno Hurley is 
doing nothing, but Art said he has been offered a job and Art thinks be will take it Sam Sample has a 
good job running a laimdry truck. 

They say there is lots of building going on there and (they thought) anyone who wanted to work 
could iind something to do. This building is directly or indirectly a result of the defease program. 
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December 11, 1940 

The Qrd Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

War 

Victories Only Minor 
Faint Rays of Hope 
More Pleasant Topic 

The Paramont Subject — War. 

The subject from which I gg^t the most response is tbe war. The {rieee last week chrew fire from 
almost every one I met. These people did not all disagree (some did) nor were they mad; they were 
just deeply concerned, wcffd^ uneasy about what was goisg to. happen to us sooner or later. 

One man disagjreed very strc»igly^ Me was dbnk^ like another said, 'Vishful reasoning." It seemed 
to me he was reaching for a straw, anything that showed signs of hope. Th^ is what he said, 
**Italy is about whipped now." Very true Italy is ^out whipped and if Italy was the only nattim 
C^gpcK^ng England or France (or any other major power) it would be a short war. But Italy does not 
cMitJillicb- Against England, she is like a small boy kicking a wrestling man in the ribs. She is just 
one more against England and if the Axis wins, Hitler will |Nit.Jier under subjection like he has the 
others. It has been thought Hitler would tal^ her imder a l^iiectorate before he would let England 
put the finishingtPiiches,just as he has done so many othofs. 

Thane are sevoral reasons why Italy has hem hesAm by so small a power as Greece. First die Italian 
people nev& ime had tite ^iiit of wm ISs^ ^ Germ^Ht^ Ihe monde <xf the I^ans i$ l&w IQ4 titey 
have no desire to go off and conquer more land 1^ pe^te Im^no grudge a^inst the Gbedcs. 

On the other hand the Greeks ai^ fi;g^irtKa^/fiHr iAi^^h^ They have a^^t Hfe&tiie Finns only tlm 
FipEii$ w^ filially Oi^mpim&^ &i mSim^Sl^d, Most jpod authorities think tfie ItaUans will 
ev^tualfy whilf fii^y fo after it propi^% witiit thehrmany tees more men mid eqid|mirat. 

More tfian thitf^ ^ ItaUaim i^t prop^If ^Qi^lKa^^ Wh@£i ti[€^#sl£ured war ^he^r ^f^^oted itm 
Greel@5 t%>i^ib^le like Amto^and Hisd^pny had done Genaaay; at^e @m^i0i of iii^ii^. Wb^ 
were fooled the^. Th«^ Iml^ too at IQie lay of #0 iiK^la^ ^onia^. Tkm Osm^ got them 
on tile run and it is like football, th^ get ttie spirit of winnlii^ cnt losing and it is hard to change. 

Vieloiles Onfy IMlaar^ 

TM$ md ndinor victories me hi^fbl tm Bt^tand. The fo0& dm^tjs^ m the cojtitliietit is a 
hopeliil:^p hoSi as yet thesre has been nothing df pgsit enough magdiiteKie to pve Inglind a fifty- 
^^ch^ceof wtmi^E^Ihe mm. 

Uvm ^ould be minor victories in the Mediterranean diat does not stD|)> tihe bombing plan^ 
fiom Gmxsmf from flatt^udt^ otit^ of England. It is a little like a big man with a big swords 
f lenty able to fi^ hot wiii & tesad ^^H^^)ed off; E^^^tua%^ ^^e^ mc ms^^^c^^^^ ^ose Oierman 
^rpl^das^ will annihilate England and then vdial? lliere has been no way yet found to stq) those 
bombing phmes and the dan^ge they do. 

Mg^ dte tt]^ iSm (^mam s^mariiies ai^e doir® mm i3mm^ ttian The kn^ ti> Et^sdi 
lapping tms imm^ lalety along witti IcKrtihing damage. At €m dose of lim W^H WM 
England claimed she built ships faster than Germany sank them. That is not ^e now. Ev^tually, at 
tile rale tte ^Mung is md^ on, England will be cait of ^ps. 
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In the World War. the blockade of (icrnian\ had as much to do with the winning as an ything. But 
the blockade now is out to a great extent, (ierniany has access to French mines, to Rumanian oil, to 
Russian food. The only place Germany is blockaded is on the sea, and that is not too effective. 

Faint Rays of Hope. 

There is one more hopeful thought and that is if the United States goes to her aid. Some think any 
aid United States can give would be too late. But we are giving it anyway, in ships, in airplanes and 
eveiyihing but men. We do not need to give men yet This war is not being fought with large 

numbers of men. 

The airplanes w e send may turn the trick. If wc can send them in great enough numbers so that 
l.ngland can bomb Germany in return, blow for blow, and dog fight the German planes overhead, 
Hngland might win yet. This is a big order. Perhaps United States can save the empire, perhaps she 
can't. 

And if she can't then what? These ships and planes we are sending tlierc will be taken by the 
Germans to fight us the same as happened in hrance. The Gcnnans ha\ e been using American made 
planes (some unpacked when France was taken) to fight against England. 

Most people think it is worth the risk. Most people feel we arc as much in the war as u e ever can 
be. Most people (even Republicans) favor Roosevelt in his foreign policy. Most people think that 
when England is whipped, our turn will be next; that if England stops Hitler and his band of cut- 
throats, America will not have to. 

A More Pleasant Topic. 

One of the most interesting subjects 1 know (perhaps I should say amusing) is the different hobbies 
or collections that 1 hear of George Eberhart said to me the other day, and he thought it was the best 
joke yet, ''What do you think I heard of a girl collecting? It was buttons. She has thousands of 
buttons." 

I do not know who that particular girl was. 1 have heard of button saving before and some people 
will even pay good money for rare specimens. 

Besides £d Post, I know of a girl who saves small bottles and she has hundreds of them. And here 
is a new one. Winsome Meyers saves women's hats. Norma Malstrum saves paper napkins and there 
are a dozen others v/bo save them too. Jessie Babcock (and my son too) saves political buttons and 
she has tiaem for many elections back. Merril Wellman saves match folders and he has thousands of 
them from every state. Mrs. Anna Tappan saves trade maik tags from shirte, blankets and other 
goods. She has thousands of them, beautiful ones too, and plans to make a quilt by sewing them 
together. 

An oil salesman who stops into Sheldon's occasionally remarked casually as he pu/ked a stamp 
from die wastq)^)CT basket, "I used to make a hobby of women, but late years my age and looks 
have spoiled that so I have taken up stamps." 
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December 18, 1940 

TheOrdQiriz 

AFEWIHINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Oh, the Why of It All 

A More Happy Happy Problem 

Oh, the Why ofitAU! 

Most historians now are classing the present war as just a second f^base of the World War of twent y 
years ago. Those twenty years of peace wa:e just a resting time, a r ecuperation, an annistice if you 
like. 

Some of the fighters have changed sides, one or two have dropped out, but in reality it is the same 
old war. Tn place of the Kaiser, Germany has Hitler who is worse. In place of Lloyd George, England 
baa Qiurchill. France has been conquered which nearly happesied before. Russia has dropped out 
teit^p^iiirily but sbs dropped out before the close of tbe other war. United States has ceased to send 
men to ^ front (as yet) but she is doing almost ev^ything else lo help the Allies. The Italian leader 
has changed sides but it is doubtfiil if the Italian |^^le have chatiged. Some even predict that Italy 
will be :^iting m&t Englmd yet before it is ov^. 

Of course the real issues bdhmd diis ^reat slai^tex* sm mmmB^s^dL SMsat it Is a wzr 

between tb^ "bay@s'' ifid Jhe 'Iteive nots.^ I&! Is n nag^^qty^ public spedci^ isid tite^ It^ore his 
pomes Ues. The real issue behind him, most of us f^I> is ^tf ^^ and immoa^ty. But wfairiei^ his 
real seaitiments ar^ Iliete tQi^ be sqap^ini^ ^m/^s^si^l^i^tm^ that will stir mm of die intellig^ice 
Gerdoans to So^tiiii niio ieatt destru^^^icte ^ tfe^ ace diail^ 

T1ia% are mw theories of the actual reason for tihe first world war^ md tbese fii^ pro^e beyond 
doubt tet QmX3m& weif init l^y to bliurile for its start ttie otli^ nations^ Fqr '^i tim^ 
will lay the blame Id ttie l^ers of Ifae old Russian order. Th^ atie gj&m mm mi tt^ v^l 
siwp^fy the argun^[EiL Hcffhig; fw a smaU vm to ^in ttiem a vmm wato: port (Dardandles) it 
si»read like wildfire until all of Eorci|ie involved, hi Ifae end Gemisttiy Ici^ There was q@ ^eda^ 
reason for Gmmmy wanting war then, for, aiscHiomically, she was gettti^ all she wanted anyway. 

When the Versailles treaty was concluded, GefmaatEy ^one out tiie loser in xasai^'vmys. Her i^iiign 
possessions w^ takm from her besides eviSEy fbSsng else important Such a feeli£^ of hatred had 
groim iqp that it was mmty ibp&E^l^ for ^ Allies to mim a J^st setttemei^ mi% mst as 
^'youM have oAiecs do unto you.'' J^&cSmg at itfiw amc^^^r poBi^ tbe leaders wbo ti^^pobsible 
for the war (if the Germans w^) were out, and punishing the German pec^le would be hitting the 
wrong &U«mv 

So unjust ^evas this p^ce treaty, the GmniQi tb^n^t, &at they nev^ toi^s^ or r epoated It msM a 
wonder&l subject for Hitler to talk on. It was good enough to put Mm in office, good oiough to go to 
war sSsmL K w^ good m&ii^ to rmBm WmimoG^ good sttoi^ Mtxt Ip bring his people 
the po&it of di^oying tb^ buildings, Ibe Kvoiiim mx& ^b^^m» ti^ Hft of tiMdr mmiy. By 
holding tight to the l^l^c^#^ tse^^t o^i^da Alliesluid tearced tfie iS^iiaai^ lo si^iff^A e 
tin^ of mvasion, ^ Allies ymn tor themselves ano^et war, some lost thi^ libes% and dl the 
progre^ th^ luid gatoedj^ hundreds of yeacs. 

And as yet we have not aoncluded what is fli^ underlying cause of ttiis worst of all wars. Let us call 
it economic until we decide on a better cause. Before Ae first war, GOTuany was growing in her 
shipping and her manufacturing to an equal of England, and surpassed France. In the last twenty 
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years, in spite of the Versailles treaty, she had [missing text] wanted more room but for a fact 
England is more elosely settled than Gcnnany. There is an economie ri\ alry between the two peoples 
where lhe\ loree the poor to do all sorts of killing and dying (for the rich at home). 

A war is all so silly. No expense is so costly as that of war. and nothmg pa)duces so little. The 
money spent is all for destruction and never for upbuilding or making anyone more happy or 
comfortable, even yourself The only person who profits from war is the one who slays out. 

A study or a remembrance, of the Wilson days, shows a marked parallel to our present situation. 
Wilson would have been defeated had he not run on the platfomi that he kept us out ol^war. But all 
the time he was doing things that were leading this nation closer and closer into it and finally we 
went to the point where there was no backing out. Many of us wonder if that is not the case already 
with us. 

And we wonder too. if England wins, and forces another treaty like the Versailles, if in another 
twenty years there will not be another war for us to settle. Frank Lillenthal says if Wilson had had his 
way m the Versailles treaty there would be no war today. He brought that from Ciermany. If we 
(maybe \\e isn't the right word yet) win this war many wonder how much our president wi 11 have to 
say in the next peace conference. 

But if (jcrmany w ins. and there is strong likehhood she will, will she strike us next? Will not Hitler 
think Us an enemy the same as the others. 

For a fact, it looks Hke we are in it and ue don't quite know why. I said before, it started over a 
warm water port for the Russians and they are just about as far aw ay from it as ever. 

A More Happy Happy Problem. 

A man told mc the other day that after the Armistice day storm his 150 hens drt>pped in their egg 
production until there was hardly any profit at all. Knowing this could noi continue (farmers must 
show a profit on all departments you know ) he wenl to the feed store and purchase a quantity of high 
powered mash and other feed and proceeded to slulf his tlock with it. 

The first week after this forced Iceding there was a remarkable increase in egg output. The second 
v\ eek there w as another hundred per cent increase, the third week there was a fil'ty per cent increase, 
the fourth a twenty-tl\e per cent increase. 

He did not tell me how many eggs they were laying at the storm period or at the end of the fourth 
week, but 1 could guess. 

December 25, 1940 

The Ofd Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

All the Way Fioat CMia 
Short Shavings 

AH the Way From China. 

Mrs. George Thomgate arrived here with three of her sons during the snow storm last week. They 
were cm tibeir trip to the east fiom China, New Zealand, Australia and other points. They left China 
very reluctantly when the government requested they leave, doing so only because they felt if 
something bad did arise there they would not be cluttering up the way for people of more 
inq)ortance. They came home by the longer route because the fare was no higher and thereby they 
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could see more territory. Mrs. Thom^te was formerly Helen Shaw of North Loup and Dr. 
Thomgate is a medical missionary in Shanghai. 

Upon their arrival in Grand Island from southern California they were cold, not ha\ ing dressed for 
such snow storms as were raging then. Their relatives. Mr. and Mrs. Jake I3arber mshed them into 
the depot and proceeded to find clothing more suitable for Nebraska. While they shivered by the 
radiator, a lady onlooker criticized and said. "What's the matter with you folks not having any more 
clothes than that in such weather. Where are you from anyway?" Mrs. Barber looked at the lady, a 
little disgusted, of course, at the criticism, and answered curtly. 'These folks are from China, my 
dear woman." And the dear woman turned and left thinking Mrs. Barber was tiying to say something 
fiinny. 

There was nothing \ eiy fumiy about this for it was only a few days before they had been sitting on 
top of the equator, had been bathing in the beach at Waikaiki /.v/c-y. had been sight seeing in their shirt 
sleeves, trying to keep from being overcome w^ith the heat, at Borneo. 

Mrs. Thomgate said things in the International city were about the same as ever except that only a 
few miles away Japanese troops garrisoned the city. Japanese and Chinese trade with each other in 
the stores without any especial feeling and the Chinese, she says, are almost always happy. 

Her people still have a mission there and a school of nearly 900 students, besides doctors, nurses 
and a soap factory. 

Dr. Grace Crandall. who was in North Loup last year, is there loo. She is doing a lot of work 
besides taking an auto load of medicine and holding an open clinic frequently. However, she is so 
interfered with in her work that she is thinking of mo\ ing into the interior, to Free China, so called, 
to a city of fifty thousand that she heard of where there is no doctor- 
Short Shavings. 

Harry Johnson showed me two tickets to the Rose Bowl game. 1 asked him if he were going and he 
smiled. "If 1 can get the money for the railroad tickets." 

"Well, suppose you can't?" 1 asked and he said if he couldn't he would send them out to his sons or 
sons-in-laws who live in Los Angeles. Of course Fm modest and did not question Hany more but 
Martin Vance said Harry wanted him to work in the elevator for several weeks. 



Rev. Ehret received a large letter from his daughter who was then in New York City. Fearing the 
letter was over weight she put on two stamps and dropped it into the box on Broadway and it was 
postmarked Saturday 1:00 o'clock. 

The postal authorities tossed it into the ainnail bag (because they thought that was the intention of 
the sender) and Sunday moming at ten o'clock Rev. Ehret was reading it. 

Joe Petska. who lives in the north end of Riverdale has two children going to school and one of 
these. Donald, told my son Dick that they saw a red fox up in their neighborhood not long ago. In 
fact they saw it tw ice. the first time not sure that was the animal. The boy also said when they lived 
over by Arcadia they dug out a den thinking they were digging a coyote. 

In telling Will Schudcl about it he said it was true, no doubt, for Lyle Ahoey had told him there 
were red foxes north of where he lived in Springdale. Will also said that in a coyote hunt over by 
Greeley a few years ago there was a red fox killed. 



And here is a collecting hobby that's different, at least T ne^ er heard of such before. Mrs. George 
Thomgate is saving different definitions of happiness, and plans to put them all in an albimi later. 

From most of her friends she has tried to get definitions and from diildren as well as grown-ups. 
She finds everyone's definition a little different. 

One boy said he w as perfectly happy whea his radio was working right. Another person said he 
was happy when he had plenty to eat and was warm. Anottier said he would be happy when his debts 
were all paid. 
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Art Hutchins. who 0x0170110 admits (wo halo to but havo to) is protty good at figuring, says that 1 
must havo tho problom staiod wrong last wcok. Tho last inoroaso in ogg production should have been 
33 and a third per cent in place of 25 per cent because if the latter was correct some hen w ould have 
had to lay only a fraction of an egg. and that, he says, is one thing tho poullry scienlisls have not 
done yd. That is. developed a hen that lays only part of an egg at a time. 

Now every person interested in lough problems and puzzles should go dig up your lasl week's 
Quiz, 



January 1, 1941 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Hiaiddul Because 
Ccmsistancy — Vice of Fools 
A Straw of Hope 

I Am TluuildU Beoiiise. 

I am thankful I live in America^ where as yet, I have not been bombed; vdii^ I nor any of ti^fi^lks 
have been sent to a concentration caxxspt v^mc I can yet have a jury IfUd consisting of a jury of my 
own peios; where I can go to town if I wish, or to Onoalld, or to Texas withoiirt asking somemilitaiy 
ofBcial, where I can eat v/hat I wish without having a fbod cml stamped; wfaete 1 nininy car if I 
can pay for tfie gasoline and not if some government ofi&iMidiipfWS me the privilege; where I cm say 
what I please in ^nliatevef tc»:isiie I please; where I can writd in this ciriumn what I please censored 
only by the eiUtors, fliis tfaoi^ t^qioied only by good judgment and cmmm c&mtBsy to Ae 
readers. 

I am flianicfiil I live in Amaica, v^iexe as yet, I have not been foreed i& (afc^ a gun and sh0<lt 
anyone or no one is trying to shoot me; where I voted in llie last election for WiUlde and wbem I 
have not been jailed for it or had anyone (termed gestapo in some places) set to shadow or watch my 
ac&^ 

I am thankful that I live in America, where if I should decide to desert the army, or go contrary to 
some order, my family at home would not be persecuted for my error. 

I am tiiankful I live in America wh«t» my leader has a tarm ^ office and whm Ms term is up I can 
try to elect another if he does not suit; where it is our prime desire to maintain this stat us quo; where 
we have no ambition to rule over our neighbor or any other neighbor against their will; where we are 
going to do everything possible to keep from going to war whereby we would have to kill some other 
boy who probably does not want to kill me either. 

Consistency — Vice of Fools? 

Adolph Hitler docs not approve of gold as a standard of measure of our wealth. His theory may be 
all right. Gold is not a valuable metal as far as usefulness is concerned. 

But if he is right why did he steal twenty or more truck loads of it from the Czcchoslox akums when 
he took that country; why now does he make France pay hiui a million dollars worth of it a day 
because of their defeat? 
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Adolph Hitler claims there is no dissension in GCTnany, that he has the universal support of his 
people. Why then does he not have an election asking for a vote of confidence as President 
Roosevelt did? 

Adolph Hitler claims the Versailles Treaty was the biggest disgrace ever brought upon a people. In 
that event why does he not set an example in the surrender of France, in place of making a more 
disgracefiil settlement with that country? Apparently he has not heard of that rule of returning good 
for evil. 

Mussolini infonns his troops in Africa to fight until the last man is killed. That is fine for him to 
say to the other fellows as long as he is safely away from the fight himself 

A Straw of Hope. 

Captain Hem said a few days ago that at two different times (he gives the dates) Hitler tried to 
invade England across the channel and both attempts were foiled by the R. A. F. If this w ere true it 
was not generally published. If this were true, it looks like England will have to be whipped some 
other way, for as time goes on England is getting stronger with her airplane defenses in place of 
weaker. 

It is without dispute that Gennany has many more airplanes than England, and although the report 
has been circulated that Gemian flyers or planes w ere not so good, this is very untrue. Why then 
does not Hitler take his ten thousand planes and blitzkrieg with them on the English Isle? At only 
one time has he had a thousand planes in the aii' at once and seldom has he had five bundled. Usually 
there has been many less. 

The theory is that he is short of gasoline and especially lubricating oil. His principal source of 
supply of oil is Rumania and there has been barely enough from there for domestic needs. A little 
comes from Russia but that has been curtailed lately on account of differences with Stalin. 

It has been the common theory that the reason Mussolini did not run his battleships more is because 
he was short of fuel. The use of gasoline in civilian life in both countries, besides in the conquered 
countries, is very small. 

If England wins this war. most people think it will be from such a shortage of gasoline or the 
blockade and not from actual lighting. We must remember it will be equally as hard for England to 
make a landing on the mainland and fight Germany as it is for Hitler to invade England. Military 
experts say for England to whip Germany at land fighting, could only be done with help^ and this 
help can only, now come flrom America. 

Short Shavings. 

Alta VanHom. now visiting her father Robert VanHorn. is a teacher in a college at Salem, W. Va. 
She told me the other day that lately there had been literature sent to her and to the school in 
pamphlet form. gi\ ing the German viewpoint of the war situation. They were sent fi*ee of charge and 
she promises to mail me one or two when she returns. 

She said tlicy were sent from New York City and from a Gennan owned printing plant there. It has 
been found that this plant was under the direct control of the Bund organization. \\ ithin the last few 
days Alta has heard over the radio that the Dies Committee has been responsible in stopping the 
spread of this literature. 

Alta spoke to the history teacher in Salem about this literature and this teacher told Alta that these 
pan:q>hlets were not so bad only they just g^ve half of what they should. 



A ratber inteijesting explanation was given why the young folks, Lilli^m Babcock and Russell 
Barber were married in Burwell last Saturday. 

They planned to go to Ord for their license and then return to have their minister. Rev. Ehret marry 
theni* Hey found, rather late perhaps, that Rev. Ehret was to leave in the afternoon for New York 
State, so in the last minute they rushed to Qrd for the hcense hoping to get back before his train left. 
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But when they got to Ord they tbund the county judge out of his office. Finally in desperation they 
dro\ e to Burwcll for the license, but by that time they were sure there was not time to return so they 
were just married there by the justice of peace and had it over with, 

January 8, 1941 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Our School SystCTi 

Pep^'s J)my of a County Judge 

OorSdioi^Ssirteiiu 

Pefh^ the most talked of law in a Im^ time is gon^ lo come tq» before^ JM^i^ature and that is 
in D^aid to a new scheme of edacation that has been ^sposed by the Nebraska Plamui^ Board 
This board was squinted hy G&v. Codmin and has b^n studying aor educaticHial system in 
conq>aris(Hi wilfa other states, md finally has made ttie foUowing leeommmdattea. 

(1) Tli^ wutttocoa^lidateAll^e ^imBAoosBlsys^^^ the nonnal schools, 
die univarsity r^pit$» and the state si4)ecintendent, and Ihis head is a board of seven elective 
members and fbtee s^ipoinled members. 

(2) AU ^e mudliar $diools am to only go to ^ elevi^adi ^adii^ the latger high sdiools past 
the twelfth and in twotfy of die lead&og dties or lu^ schools, lh^ would be a junior colks^ "niis 
board has also die powor to consoEdate or close small counfity sch ools wh^ die attendance &lls too 
low. 

(3) One of the state normal schools is to be converted into a trade school, ^ ottun^ diree lOfe to be 
cut to two year c(nirses of normal training, wha:e they give certificates for teachers to teach the first 
ten grades only. All graduate wcKik is to beplac^ lii die uidver^ 

(4) The poUcies of diis state board are to be carried out by an ofiBce fiaice headed by an exeoiitive 
selected by the board 



The principal objection I have heard ab<Hrt dlis Change is the fear diat in our towns the eleventh and 
twelfth grades wiU be taken out. Just where the line will be drawn as to ^^ch school will have the 
fiiU twelve grades or mily ten, I do not know, but in the smallo: schools, such as the one at Horace, 
most people agree it is foolish to go to the expense of paying for a small high school there when such 
a fine one is maintained at Scotia only a few miles distance on a graveled highway. 

The benefit of eliminating a great nimiber of the smaller grade schools cannot be di sputed, but the 
trouble is no one wants their own school to be the one eliminated. In this and any near counties, we 
find school after sehool widi just a handful of students, and each of these schools costing the 
taxpayer, perhaps, three times what it might, were it consolidated. 

An example of this is the Riverdale district across the river east. Something like 20 years ago, Edna 
Baker started the idea there of consolidating the Baker, the Shepard and the Bartz school districts. 
This was done and in place of three small schools they have now one good sehool. But late years 
there has been less than ten students and think what the schools would have been were there tluee. 
As a result the taxes in that district arc the cheapest in the whole county. 

The Junior Collcuc idea tot> surely meets with approval by many. Most boys have nothing to do for 
a few years after graduation. Most of us cannot send our children off to an expensive college or 
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university, but we might easily arrange for them to go to Ord or St. Paul to a Jimior college. If they 
finished two years, they would know by then if they thought it worthwhile to go oil. It would help the 
crowded university too, and a little extra mathematics would surely help these boys who are going to 
the army. 

California and many other states have junior colleges and think them fine. 

In regard to changing the courses of the normal schools and the university, do not wony. The 
people in charge of these institutions will chew the fat over that. No school will want to give up 
anything, regardless of whether it would be best for all of us or only for them. 

There is some objection to a state board leaving control over all the schools. This takes away some 
of the local control which \vc ma\ not like, but too. it has its advantages. We might have better tax 
distribution and better schools now for some children where they arc poor, and then perhaps our 
cities would not ha\e so much better schools than the countr\ districts. We countrv folks should 
remember that we furnish the training ground tor teachers who go to the cities. If they fail on our 
kids, of course the cities will not have them. Many city schools will not hire anyone but an 
experienced teacher of pro\en ability; many country schools never hire anyone but a beginner, 
because they cannot afford the other. 

We will hear much more about this change in education system this winter. 



Peppy's Diary of a County Judge, 
f he following are a few remarks 1 gathered while talking with County Judge Scott of Greeley 
county. 

In the year of 1940 he issued 36 marriage licenses but did not many a single couple. He has been 
judge for many years and this long without marrying someone has ne\er occurred to him before. He 
lays it partlv to the fact that he is in a Catholic community and those folks are almost sure to have the 
priest many them. 

A few years ago there was a trial in his office, and one of the principal defendants was a young 
lady quite well dressed. The lawyers were buzzing around tiying to settle the case without a trial, and 
one of them stepped to the girl and said in a whisper, "1 believe everything is O. K. and you can drop 
your suit right now if you wish." 

'^Oh." the ^irl said, wouldn't want to here." 

There are a few pigeons that fly about the courthouse roof and fly down to Judge Scott's 
w indowsill. and he feeds them there nearly every day. Once he took a vacation and the o ffice at the 
next window was the relief administration. This office force became interested in the pigeons and 
raised the window and fed them a few times during the judge's absence. 

That was all right but some wag (not the judge either) got the word around that things were so 
tough in Greeley county that even the pigeons were on relief and getting commodities. 

January 15, 1941 

Hie Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Whiten by George Gowen 

Short Shavings 

Shwt Shavings. 

Steve Jtu-gensen \m a fci^aiififid purebiied Newfrandlaiid dog. She^ mostly of n liglit ^le color, 
maiked witti black and stands three feet high. 
A relative of Stevein Omaha owned this dog, with a few others. 
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She has whelped at least once and tiie owner said he sold the pups before he could wean them. In 
Omaha he did not ha\c a good place for her. having to keep her on a chain all her life and he 
persuaded Ste\ e to bring her up here where she could run loose for awhile, he being afraid she might 

gel cn)^s in Omaha. 

Speaking to Pete about her. I sensed ihey were becoming so fond of the dog already the owner may 
not get her back at all. Pete says she minds well and if she comes in the house (which she did in 
Omaha) she will lie down any place she is told and minds perfectly. He said she is tall enough 
standing so her head will reach over the top of the table without stretc hing her neck, 

h is seldom we see as nice a dog as that one in these parts. 

hi the brown section of the World-I lerald two weeks ago there were pictures of a coyote hunt in the 
u estern part of the state. Eunice Rood Harmon, formerly of North Loup writes that she was in that 
picture. 

Russel Williams, son-in-law of Claude Thomas of North Loup who now Hves in Mossyrock, 
Wash., has been working lately on a new theater there, and while at work he saw som ething shiny in 
the dirt. He picked it up and found it to be a bullet pencil with the name of 1. L. Sheldon, North 
Loup, Nebr., on it 



Dick Karre gave me a little illustration that lells how dry the groimd is outside the ditch. An alfalfa 
field of his for some reason was located so the ditch rider told him he could take all the water he 
wanted. Dick proceeded to flood the field and put 36 inches of water on it and none of the wat^ran 
off He said he believes he might have put more water on the field had he had time. 

One of the finest things that has happened in these smaller towns is the ice skating rink built for the 
children in the winter. In North Loup a vacant lot was scraped off leaving a small embankment 
arotmd tiie edge and in this, one still cold night Jim Coleman turned the city water. It froze as smooth 
as glass and ever since it has been covered with skating children and sometimoes the childrra w^ 
not so young either. 

In Greeley a tennis court back of the court house is flooded and that makes a splendid rixik for the 
skaters. 

The water is not more than a foot deep and there is no dang^ of drowning or even falling and 
getting wet as &ieK is going miles i:^ up the creek or nvor, su<^iis we kids did so much when I was 
a boy. There wete lots of things we used to do when we wete off up the crede in those days ttiat 
wouldn't be very practical at this sjcating rink in tovm* 

It is fiinny how long it takes we mortals (who pretrad we are smart) to think of some Uttle 
in^q)ensive, simple idea like this skating rink. 

January 2Bj 1 941 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by GecHge Gowen 

They Have Gone Away A While 

They Have Gone Away A While. 
In the last week our community has been shocked beyond anything like it before. One of our 
leading citizens, one of our brightest school boys, have gone away a while, their earthly lives have 
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been taken away fix>m us witfi such suddenness that evra yet we do not conqirehend it, do not know 
the fiill force of the blow. 

Everyone has been talking of it, everyone is sharing the sympathies of those closest to the victims. 
Old timers say the funeral was the largest one ever held in North Loup. At any rate it was the largest 
many of us ever attended. 

In the obituary there were a few things left out it seems that should have been mentioned. 

Lyle Cox was young; had not had the experiences of older men. but there was this about him; he 
always behaved himself; he was always plcasanl; ho had the highest grades of anyone in the county 
in the eighth grade and was keeping his records up in high school. What more could we ask of a lad? 

It has been a long time since North Loup has had a man of the public spirit of Anhur Hu ichins. Of 
course all this work took tunc and the directors of the cheese factoiy realized this. Arthur spoke to 
them about ii and ihc_\ agreed. unofficiall\. that this was all right, h was their opinion that the cheese 
factory was. in a manner, a public institution, and if their manager could and w ould do the free gratis 
work that has to be done by someone, the directors were glad to contribute that much to those worthy 
causes. 

Arthur was a tine hand at such work. He never shirked responsibihty and he had a knack of getting 
along with others besides keeping harmony among the groups. 1 myself ha\e been on hoards with 
him and it was amusins how he w ould sit back out of the debates and listen and at the crucial time 
say the proper thing that would invariably win the vote to his way. His ideas almost always 
prevailed, although one seldom heard it said he was tr>'ing to mn things. 

I never have known of him flying mad when people didn't agree. In several instances controversies 
arose and people would come to him, saying all manner of mean things, in one instance he had to 
order a man out of the office. 1 joked Art about it, for in less than a week they were friendly as could 
be and that man never ceased trading at Art's store. 

A partial list of the boards and organizations of which he was a member are as follows: For a long 
time he has been on the Pop Com Days committee or in close cooperation with it. For years he has 
been on the local Building and Loan board and for much of that time has been president. He resigned 
the office when C. L. Hill was here but acted since his departure. For a long time he has been 
secretary of the local Red Cross and also has been secretary of a local Co-op ice company. For a long 
time he has been secretary of the school board and took a deep interest in this w ork. He has been a 
director of the local Co-op Bank since its beginning; an activ e member of the Community club and 
\ oiuntecr firemen. He was one of the main w orkers and on the committee of the plan to irrigate the 
\illage. Although not a member of the board, of course, he had to attend all the cheese factoiy 
meetings. Besides this he was owner of the I. G. A. store w^here he was the only board member. He 
belonged to one or more card playing groups and attended P. T. A. meetings. He was an ardent 
republican and was on the county committee and attended their meetings. He was G. O. P. ca nipaign 
manager for the North Loup section of the county. He appeared before the county board upon several 
occasions to plead w ith them for things down North Loup way. 

He threw a little scare into some candidates by the tact that he thought some of running for the 
county board. Everyone seemed to think that he could have won that office easily had he run. There 
were certain things he did not agree with about the workings of the county board and he thought, 
perhaps i f he were there, he might change them. He finally decided not to run on account of his many 
other activities. 

Arthur, too, was a beautiful penman. His father realized he had a talent for fine writing; that knack 
being natural for some of the Hutchins. Upon entering the Grand Island Business college, Guilford 
was with Art and he told the manager there, "Now\ I want you to make a good writer out of this 
boy." The manager replied they sure would and they did. Art was fi^uently asked to w rite diplomas 
and a person will turn pages of his bookkeeping without an error and where it looks like so much 
printing. He was one of the best penmen in the country. 

Bvcacyone alw^s knew where he stood on controversial qii€t$tiQQ$. Although he changed his mind 
occasionally, one had only to ask him a few questions and lliere vfas no doubt as to his views. A few 
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years ago. when there was such a wave of opinion against the prohibition amendment, Arthur was 
one of the fe\\ business men who signed the petition to keep the liquor off the street, and he was not 
ashamed of his stand either. 

This piece is written by a person whose childhood of 15 years was spent as a neighbor to the 
Hutchins: whose parents were G. L. Hutchins' closest friends; who, with the brothers and sisters, 
spent weeks upon end playing doll, horse and hiding-go-seek: whose mother roomed Arthur for a 
few months while away from home; who has made trip after trip with Arthur to distant ci ties: whose 
sister he drove miles out of his way to see on his California trip; who confided with Arthur and he 
with him about most everything; whose children played together; who felt George and Arthur as near 
like brothers as anyone he ever knew; who lay awake for two nights after hi s tragic passing: who felt 
the highest compliment of his lifetime when he was asked to help carry this man to his final resting 
place. 

The Ord Quiz 
January 22, 1941 

<The report oj the accident from the Ord Quiz. -Not written by GGG.> 

Two Killed, Two Critically Hurt, In Highway Crash 
Tuesday Eve 

Car, Truck, Collide in Blizzard; Two Boys in Hospital 

Arthur Hutchins Is Instantly 
Killed, Lyle Cox Died a 
Few Hours Later. 

A. C. Hutchins, 38, manager of the North Loup Cooperative Cheese factory, was instantly killed, 
Lyle Cox, 16-yearTQld North Loup high school sophomore died a few hours later from his injuries, 
and two other b^^W)^ critically luiit Tuesday evening when a carload of North Loup high school 
basketball players was struck by an empty bay truck at the intea:section of Highways Nos« 56 and 1 1 
one mile west of Scotia. 
The it^uced: 

Dean Adams, 17, fractured skull Condition critical. 

George Waller, 17, broken shoulder, concussion. Condition serious. 

The accident occurred about 7:30 Tuesday evening as die Noi^ hemp boys were on their M^y to 
play a basketball game. There were three car loads of players, a car driven by Ubie North Loup high 
school coach, Mr. EUey, being in the lead, the car driven by Mr. Hutchins i^xt and a car driven by 
Roy HudsGNn last 

The hay truck bearing a Holt county license plate w^ driven by Milo Hupp, of Atidnson, and was 
comii^^&om tfie s^di. Poor visibility was blmied for the crash. 

The truck sideswiped the Hutchins oiu:, ii^<& overturned and w^ nsb> die ditejbi m the w€isi 
of the road while tihe truck went into the ditdi on the east side. Neither tbxpp nor his conq)anion in 
die cab of the truck was hurt. 
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Mr. Hutchins was pinned beneath the steering wheel of his car and it was quite some time before 
his body could be removed, but examination disclosed that his neck was broken and that death 
appaitm&y was xnstEn^^sEHK. 

Ih the car with him were his 1 1 -year-old son, Richard, who escaped with minor scratches and 
bruises; Grover Jorgensen, 16, who was thrown clear and escaped with minor hurts; Cli fiford Barnes, 
had minor injuries, Lyle Cox, Dean Adams and George Waller. 

The Cox boy suffered deep facial cuts, his chest was crushed and there were two deep gashes in his 
throat, one of which laid open the jugular vein. He was taken to Dr. Cinfal, of Scotia, who later 
brought him to the Ord hospital. He never recovered consciousness, according to Dr. C. J. Miller. In- 
juries to his lungs were the immediate cause of deatli. He died at 5:31) this morning in the liospiial. 

The Scotia ambulance brought Dean Adams and George Weller to the Clinic hospital where they 
were attended by Drs. W. J. Hemphill and C. W. Wcckcs. The Adams boy's skull was fractured, his 
scalp was torn almost off and there were many other injuries. His condition is so critical that the 
physicians have concentrated their attention to bringing him through the shock and no complete 
exammation has been made as yet. When he rcciched the hospital his condition was so serious it was 
feared he could not li\ e more than an hour or two but he is still alive at noon today and the doctors 
are much more hopeful. 

The Waller boy suffered a broken shoulder, concussion of the brain and other injuries yet 
unknown, also was suffering from shock and remained unconscious throughout the night. Dr. 
Hemphill stated this morning that he is responding to treatment and, although he may not be 
considered out of danger, he will recover unless complications ensue. 

Of course the accident happened so quickly that even the survivors are hazy about the details but 
the Jorgensen boy thinks a door came open and threw him clear. 

First car to an i\ e on the scene after the crash was driven by Roy Hudson. He immediately went to 
Scotia and brought Dr. Cinfal to the scene of the accident, and Dr. Cinfal administered first aid and 
superintended removal of the victims to ears and the ambulance, which w^as driven by Harry Miller. 
Other cars coming along assisted in geUing the victims to their homes or to doctors. 

Mr. Hutchins, the first victim, was one of North Loup's most prominent citizens. Only 38 years 
old, he occupied a unique place in the business life of the village. He was manager of the cheese 
factory, secretary of the school board, member of the board of directors of the credit associ ation and 
owned the Hutchins IGA grocery store. He was a son of Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Hutchins, who recently 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversarv. He is survived by his wife and three sons, Richard. II. 
Dean and Dale, twins, who are 8, and by a brother, George, of Omaha, and a sister, Mrs. Howard 
Fox, of Hobart. Ind. 

The Cox boy. a sophomore in North Loup high school, was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Cox. A 

sister. Mrs. Ernest Homer, lives in Ord. 

School was dismissed in North Loup today and the entire village, most of the residents related to 
one or another of those killed or injured in the terrible crash, appeared to be stunned by the disaster, 
worst in history of the community and worst tragedy to happen in the North Loi^) valley in many 
years. 

From North Loup at noon today comes word that a double funeral for Mr. Hutchins and Lyle Cox 
will be held Frida\' afternoon at the Seventh Day Baptist church in the village. School probably will 
remain dismissed for the rest of the week. 

As soon as the accident happened Tuesday night efforts were made to locate a highway patrolman 
to make an official investigation but not until 8 this morning did one reach the scene. Patrolman 
Ellingson of Broken Bow assisted by Marshal Dan Sautter of Scotia, is investigating the crash in an 
attempt to fix responsibility. Insurance adjusters are also on the scene today. 

The accident happened in Greeley county so Sheriff George Roimd and other Valley county 
officials were not summoned. Sheriff Murphy, of Greeley county, was in Omaha so Marshal Sautter 
acted for him in making the investigation. 
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Greeley county officials arc debating at noon toda\ whether to hold an inquest into the accident 
and it is said thai an inquest probably will be held, thougli County Attorney T. J. Howard has made 
no oniciai announcement yet. 

The investigation of Marshal Sautter and Patrohnan Hllimjson is said to have disclosed that the 
Atkinson truck was past the center line of the paving when it hit the Hutchins car. 

Latest News Flash. 

At 1:15 today Dr. W. J. Hemphill, who all morning has been assisting Dr. C. W. Weekes in the 
care of Dean Adams and George Waller, said that both boys seem to be improving. 



February 5, 1941 

The Qrd Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

A Low Outlook 
If Hitler Wins 
Should England Win 
At Home 

A Law Oatf ook. 

Most any way we look at it, the coming year of 1941 appears ^cm, and fen: the tnam xeasm titot a 
major part of ttie eartti's civilized na&ons mein the grip of war. AMiough it has not touched our soil 
yet« it is ^ddeniiig to us to even stand and watch tfasU waste iof life and property. It is alarming to us 
too, for fear it may come here. 

The outlook is dour alsc^ because it appears mm fliis war is d^ing into a stalemate. A quick 
^ctoiy would at 1^^ Wve d^truction over. A st&lemale mi^ last for years, and the longer the 
war lasts, tiie moie exhausted will be die people and ttie nt^tiom m tibe eticL 

Few of us believe Hitler's bragging, that he will invade, conquer and destroy Great Britain. It is 
poSdble he^ teagging to botetet his people's spuit It is possible too, tiuit he may do just vAat he 
says he will do. He bragged he would tidos^^ France and he did it He made good most of hfe boasts. 
We cannot dispute he is veiy powerful; that he has taken more people and nations under his rule than 
any other man evo" did. 

But he has not taken England yet. England is getting stronger each day. England has whipped Italy 
until it hardly counts any more. Enghmd has the money bags. English spirit has not he&a broken- 
England still has eontnd (mostly) of ^ seas. BngKsh shipping is still in operation. 

la spite of this, England has no way to attack Germany or no landing port on the continent any 
more than Germany has on England. It seems the remotest possibility for England to wiAp Germany 
on the land. ff G^many is whipped, most people think it will be fiom some other cause than land 
fighting. 

With all the countries Germany has annexed and conquered, her resources are much greater ttan iti 
the other world war. Then the French border stopped them on the west and Russia on the east. Now 
Germany has the resources of all the continent and if a nation will not sell for Hitler's price he takes 
what he wants anyway. 

None of us believe now Hitler can cross the channel and take England: we believe if he could have 
he would have done so before. And the most optimistic cannot figure how England can whip 
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Gennany unless it is by blockade, or oil shortage, or revolution or some way other than gun fighting. 
This war might last for many years. 

If Hitler Wins. 

But if Hitler should win a quick victor\^ we quaver at the thought of what might happen next. In 
winning that victory Hitler might and probably would, take the English navy too. He would take 
Gibraltar and the Suez Canal and perhaps Singapore. Many people scoff at that, saying the navy 
would scatter to the colonies or to America. 

But when England surrenders. Churchill will be out. it will be the same as France and an appeaser 
like Retain or Lavalle will be in ChurchilEs place. Promises and contracts Churchill has made will be 
of no concern to the new bunch, in all probability the new bunch will not agree with ChurchilEs 
work at all and v\ ill do most anvlhing they can different. 

When England falls, our turn will be that much nearer. It may be next. It is doubtful if Hitler will 
try to conquer the United States by gun fighting. With the English navy he can mn a blockade around 
us, sink our ships, cut us off from world trading, perhaps aUack Panama or Alaska and all manner of 
things that would not be actual invasion. And do not think he would not do it either. He would do 
anything to accomplish his end. 

Should England Win. 

The great preponderance of opinion is in favor of Great Britain. We rejoice at any victor\' they get. 
no matter how small. They have been tremendously successful against the Italians and wc delight in 
it. But whipping the Italians does not mean Gemiany is whipped. Many of us feel Lindbergh was too 
nearly right when he said both England and United States cannot whip Germany in actual figh ting. 

But if the miracle should happen and Ciermany should surrender soon, w hat soit of a peace would 
result? Would United States be consulted or would another spiteful Versailles treaty be inflicted that 
would bring on another war in twenty years. 

At Home. 

Here in the United States things will not be so rosy in 1941. Already in debt nearly fifty billions, 
we now arc adding more billions and more billions for nothing in return. We are building an army 
and all that goes with it, at a frightful cost and all on earth it is designed for is destruction. Some one 
will have to pay for this sometime, some \\ ay or another; some one will have to pay for this debauch. 

And we call ourselves civilized, for a fact, the one land that has had the least war of any on earth, 
is dark Africa. 
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February 12, 1941 

n^OrdQuk 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

For Those Away From Home 
Better Than Dust 
Better Frame of Mind 

For Those Away From Home. 

To my knowledge, there has been nothing said in any of the local papers about the mud in these 
parts the last few weeks. It has been nine years since we have had the roads as awful as they have 
been lately. Nine years a^, in the spring, tfiere was a time whmi sections of the roads were 
inqiassable except for small cars with good clearance. During the last week, some spots have been 
in^^saUe^ my imd of a car. 

We Imve had quift^ a litde snow and rain tiiis ^diAer. This fix>ze soon aiul we drove on top of ti»e ice 
mud. Last week turned warm aioug^ to take the fiosi out in maaa^ spcrts. The mud did 6xy 
quickly nor did it fiee^. lainaDy places, ^eciaUy east in Cifeel^ Ciounty, ttie ditdies at tbs mSi^ of 
ttie road wem fiill and the crater was lower so tiie wattr stood in the im^e. The boys cyver the Vm 
east in Greeley county have bera ^dldiog of sending to flie^^me commissions and getting some fi^ 
to stock in the lakes ttiat have formed in the highways tb^^ 

Many pe^Ie can get hcane on Ihe^^l en* pavement but mire down in thi^ own yaid. One fsamer 
said he had lelEi Us car at tb$^ of the road for a week now, some 30 lods fiom h^ house. 

Wednesday aStexmm and evening were tfse worst for faea^mud Jn the section where I liveinost 
of the water mas in the center of fte road and east of the bri^ mai^ ^i£S w&e stuck da what is 
siqypqsed to be an inqportant toad. One or more cars were dmggsd home witti tractors but the mud 
padked under tfie fenders untS tihe wheels would not turn. Thursday mcnnk^ that isnid wm ftozea 
until mai^ cars were locked solid to the ground Hie roads die n^t monAog were rougji as the rodgr 
mountains^ 

All this is wnUen for the folks away fincnn h(Hne, not we sufferers left here. We know raoug^ about 
it i;?itfaoiit teOh^ it over. 

Better Than BmL 

And too, for Moritt Ft^on and other wandKC^ &ma the &»id, Fd like to menticxi that it looks like 
our temxd ImM cmm f&t staying put Our gcoiiiid is smk&i dow$i two or three fe^ nxm and m 
the best shape it has been for years, let us say those nine years I mentioned before when it was 
muddy. Everyone &els confideait of a small gpdn crop and pediaps, with a litde more rain, some 
combe^^i 

And too, a little diffoient than the times before that nine years ago, although it is troiifclescMdEi^ no 
one complains about die mud One man said, *^ell, ttiaC^s just what we have becai wanthig fi^r a long 
time. It h belter dutn dnt$t.'* 

AD So^ess UGce. 

And speaking of Meiritt Fuson, I wish the editor would cease publishing his lettios. He do^s so 
muGh better ti^ I cati diat in die first place they mate me feel foolish (natu ral perhaps) and sedcakl, 
it mig^t be, if he wrote oflra enough, I would be crowded out entirely. 

He says too something about going without socks, as if that was a new idea. He must live in a 
terribly biKdcwaid i^untry, to be sure. The s^xvol ^Is have ceased die sloddng business sevi^ 
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years ago in North Loup and Scotia, botti winter and summer. I saw a gal yesterday wMi no socks 
but wearing high overshoes. Thai's all right but I wondered why the overshoes. 

And speaking of farmers and socks, well they just don't go together anymore. Three years ago we 
severed connection with the sock business in the good old summertime. Two years ago we gave up 
undcrw car. Last year main of us ceased w caring shirts only to church and we quit church too o ften 
too. This year we — well, we just won't carrx^ this argument any ftirther. 

\ our Frame of Mind. 

An old friend of mine in California clipped a few cokmins from the papers there and mailed ihcm 
to me. for eomparison. perhaps, and to sec how others are doinij: the job. 1 was glad to gel them. 1 am 
sure he w as not trying to embarrass me for he reads my bunk all the time. 

One of these was interesting as well as striking home at this partieular time. This man told of how 
he gets his inspirations, and the di fficuliies encountered in performing his daily (or with me, weekly) 
stint. His mood and temperament play a big part. Sometinies he has twice loo much; sometimes he 
has to scratch to find anything of interest. How true, how true. 

For the last three weeks 1 have been whipped for ideas. 1 know the reason why too. All the time, 
subconsciously. I am on the lookout for ideas or stories. I keep a little notebook at home w^here 1 
sometimes jot dow n topics but usually my strip is all gathered in my mind before 1 dig out the old 
typewriter. 1 am ready Friday night to hammer if otf and it usually takes but a few minutes. 

But the last lew weeks 1 have been terribly upset mentally. 1 was so disturbed over the tragedy wc 
had down here I could think of nothing else. When Fridax night came I had nothing to write. 1 sat 
around all evening trying to get started on something but 1 couldn't help it when my mind went back 
to the tragedy. I went to bed, nothing written, noliiing to write, with the thought, perhaps 1 would 
have to pass this time up. 

I woke frequently w oirying ox er it and finally found myself awake, unable to get to sleep, unable 
to think of anything but the sorrow of my friends. Finalh 1 arose and tried to read. 

After a w hile I set to w ork. All I could think of was the Coxes and the Hutchins and the Adams. I 
wrote just w hat came to my mind, hurriedly for it was cold in the room. 1 did not want to write this 
for I thought perhaps it was an old subject by then. I finished howev er, my e\ es tull of tears and 
w ent to bed thinking the editors could cut it out if they wished. 1 could do no more, and that was all 
there was to it. Then 1 w ent to sleep. 

1 corrected it a little the next mornmg and sent it out. The boss printed it, I feared because he hated 
to offend me. but still I couldn't believe he would care about me that much. 

Well, that's all there was to it. The paper came out Wednesday and 1 heard someone speak of my 
piece. B\ night there were several who spoke. 1 went to the drug store and the papers there w ere all 
gone. 1 ha\ e had three fan letters ahinit it and a half a do/en requests for an extra copy. Part of these 
requests were for the obituaries, but m each instance they spoke of my piece. 

The next week 1 was in somewhat the same frame of mind. I wrote a piece about the war. of w hich 
I could write eveiy week. This week 1 am getting back to normal again, with a few more ideas 
coming along. 
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February 19, 1941 

The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOLT! 

Written by George Goweii 

Should Have 

England a Defensive Fig|iter 
Odds StiU on Hitler 

Should Bm. 

I vms quite inter^^ in letter in ibe Qoiz Forum tmo weeks ago hy Blurbac^ l^kes. It sbowed a 
good hit of^m0simd a good bit of Isoq^lei^ <^ the Bi^^ stbiatiinL But $te tfnrite^ in a Bttle 
difGsrent trend ^an I tiry to. She telte laii^fyiM^ iSmey sbovM hsve done and I would la&er tell or 
predict what is |^it^ to bappm. For e^uox^le, I should have gone to church last week, and because I 
didn't we can i^edict what will eventually happen. 

For another example^ a few weeks I pcedicied Ussat Eo^mi was about ^n^iii^ed. B is 
interesting to see how &t cm can miss in such predictions. England seems to have jimpeNl tip the 
coiBil and found an aUy — ^iMled Ste^^ 

But if ive me taDdng of ^'should t»K^^ W^OUM go b^ftofaer than tiie Mmdch conference. Let 
us not blame Chamberlain for all this ruckus. Wh^ should him^ been d^^ it $e&m to most of us 
now, was vfbm tiie otti^ war ise«sedi liiat tibe Allies mardi to Berlin and stay tiiere witii an army 
making sure Oetinany did not build up for another war, just Aesam aredoii^now 
in Paris. You see^ tiie Gacmans are a IMe smarto" on that seem, or at least* learned fix>m the mistakes 
of tfie Alli^ frsaxi ibe other war. 

It would not have matt^ed mudi whether the Munich conference was held or not Hitler and his 
gang, we know now, were out to ccmquer the world, or at l^sst the Europea n world. First they tested 
tiie temtkm witti Austria. Then Czediosltifvalda, tim Polsnid. First a mall bite, then laiger. Had 
France and Ei^Jand declared war at first they wi^A h^e been whipped wwse tiiiai ib0y wesey fbr 
they v/eie uqprqiared and Hitf^ was on tiie line rea^ to jump. One democracy selling out its 
$iiialter fii^^ if itey had wanted to fli^ eoilldnH have done any ditferoit Theie nd^ be a man on 
the othCT side of the river I think I can wfaq>, hvA I can't swim the river. So yon see, I am not mudi 
hel^ to the poor fellow over tiiere that is being abused. 

England a Dt^em^ Fff^fer* 

Now that is off my chest, let us predict. It lodes now Vke Mtter is stc^iped, temporarily at least. We 
do not quite know what he is up to in the Balkans. There is the advantage of ttie offensiyd fijg^iterr. Be 
pulls all the surprises. He prepaies thoroughly; then junq[>s. Hie defensive fi^itcar seldom whis a wai^ 
is at a t^rible dis^vantage. More Aan ttiat, Hitler seems to l»re no scruples about boundary Imes or 
about neutral countries. Anything is all right with him if he wins his battle. England, as yet, 
apparently, is badly handicapped on diat score; that is, trying to make war on tte si^aie. (Don't 
lai^ at ttiat) 

That is the reason Hitler whipped France, why England is whipping Italy. Even with the benefit ^ 
forls and cm home tenitcny, the defoise has a big ^sadvtmtage. England, outside of Africa, is StiU 
fighting the defensive. She worries over Gibraltar, Suez, Singapore, the Balkans and the ii9fva^<Cftt 
across the channel She must be prepared for any eventuality on all fronts, expect any kind of a 
surprise. She wcniies over bombing, gas and submarines. Hitler sits more or less secure, relatively. It 
is a wonder to many that England has lasted as long as she has. 
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That is one ol thc main reasons why the outlook Tor l:iigland is so dour, l:\eii with hal>' whipped, 
one streak of had luck, at any of the aho\e mentioned points, would be an awful blow to England. 
But happy is die thouglit that as yet, she is still holding last. 

Odds Still on Hitler. 

Speaking of Hitler, for the nonee he seems stopped. He seemed stopped too. Just before he invaded 
Belgium and Holland. Lately he has been unable to do anything with Petain and the Vichy 
government in France. Their na\y and amiy in Africa are his fear there. He has not won the 
cooperation of Spain and Italy is w hipped. Turkey is a worry in the east and might cause war on two 
fronts which he has tried desperately to avoid. We can't tell. There is ahvays calm before the storm 
and he is still the offensive fightcri still pulling the surprises. And the Germans are masters at that 
surprise business too. 

It is said too that Europe cannot stand a long stalemate. Even now . in many places there is a bad 
shortage of [\kk\. If this stalemate w ent on for a few years there w ould be. man\ think, all manner of 
revolutions. Experts think 1 94 1 will settle it one way or another for Hitler knows he must wm soon, 
hi that event, anything might happen; any day. 

Sitting in the Bleachers. 

A fellow said to me the other day, 'T don't listen to tiie war news any more. I am tired of it." 

We are all tired of it; wish it w as over. But it is an epoch in the world's history. War is the w orld's 
greatest game. We living now should get in on it; this event that will be studied second band 
throughout the ages. Wc will get it llrst hand, that is pretty close first hand, with our radios. 

The night of the in\ asion of Norw ay and Denmark, I w^ent to bed early and I missed it. The next 
day in Scotia the first I knew of it, iioo Williams told me. He said he sat up until three o'clock 
listening to it. I am ashamed that here w as one of the biggest events of the world's history and 1 had 
carelessly missed it. I resolved not to do that again. 

Not long afterward I heard of the in\asion of Holland and Belgium. It was late, and the children 
were in bed asleep. I w ent and kicked them out so they v\ ould hear it. They did not hke it very well, 
but since then lhc\ were not sorry. They are about as well posted as their folks. 

We listened about four times a da\ . It is the biggest game in the world, the biggest the wi>rld has 
ever known, involving the biggest stakes the world has ever known. We better not miss it for there is 
no gate charge. When Hitler invades England, I want to see it, see it as much as 1 can this far away, 
and that is quite a lot with our free radios and uncensored press. 
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February 26, 1941 

The Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

One Way to Live 
Goes Out to Get In 
That Reminds Me 
News From Afar 

One Way toI4vei 

Widiin the last f:m> weeks at least fiyw at tliie c|iei^ 

fectoiy. The reascni i^vm was that feed was so Mgb and ^gs so diei^ that in spite of the fact that 
hens MNie btyii^ t^li, nuire ttian fifty per cant, flie mm3Amt pay %e^mpmse&. 

One of bunches of hens were the Lqg^xiiiis ^vjA hig ted a^xi9)s aod white legs. A local tnm at 
the e^ of town saw them and w^ iKpte ssid odled his flodc of lieais and fltra ctdled tfKise 
in the C. F. coop and traded repox^ that before he got home the ncnv hens had drp{)ped four 
eggs. He got about two Le^bcmis for om heavy hen and he reasoned the L^^ras would lay as 
many ormore per hmmd ea^ imisk less> 

He is a poor duff^« wciiddii^ his trade whoi 1^ can. He has made a little si^ line of his chidls^ 
and says he makes ttiean psy for his grooves, tte ims woiked a small business of suf^lylog 
dr^sed hem or pocdtiy abo^ towa* He ha& lefflmed to <sbS1 ids hens and as socm as one ceases lining 
he butdms her for his clioits. He watches the hois at the chee^ &ctovy &Hr those he can butdier and 
also Kkes to buyi?ooslears for tba:e are some people who want such poultry. 

He also prefers to fcaep mostty Le^oms. He ^ays L^hom hoas are much easier to sell to most 
pec^k because diey are so much diei^per. ikiyhig a tag m pound heavy hen runs into a little too 
much moQ^ fin- naany pea^ie while th^ will buy a L^kmil 

Goes Out to Get Lu 

The men sold fine l»g lagds^ faeas because they woe not paying for the feed when e^ now are 
only 12 eeots a cbpm. Tliey mmci that by spring m& sumni^ Ike egg price may be down to h^ 
that price. But ttie third man had anotfaor reas<m for selling his nice hens. He said ttet by sellii^ these 
hens he could j^ mira^ to buy some moR hakiy i^dcs **Why don't you keep what you have?" I 
questioned. ^'Tl^y luie laying and that's tinmt ofm kee{y tb^ for.** He replied they w^ not 
paying for their feed and the baby chicks would be growing and he thought next fall, when the mm 
diicks stfKted to lay, eggs may be higher. 

That Rmifaids Me. 

One man who is one of the biggest chicks men in tfie county was getting his bal^ Le^om 
chickens last week. Asked if this is not pretty early he replied that now days one has tp^ get thctdi 
early to get th£3li to lay in the fall, and he says, in the fidl, any more, is file time eggs aie hi^est . He 
h<^>es to ^ his new pull^ to laying in August and to keq> them laying through October, Novonb^ 
and December. 

The pride of eggs may next summer be a question. The government apparently buys cold storage 
eggs now and then, to help the price no doubt, and then gives them away as commodities. A poultry 
buyer r^resenting a firm in a near section said that a week or two ago they discovered they had 
purdiased ^tom sosm source quite a lot of cold storage eggs. 
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News From Afar. 

Mrs. Arthur Hutchins received a letter of sympathy from a school mate of Arthxir fliat many of us 
had almost forgotten. It was Captain Walter Honeycutt who used to live south of town with his folks 
where Jim Bremer now lives. 

He lives now in California and is captain of the fire department there. He lived here during his 
youth and many will be glad to hear from him. 

Walter had a sister too. named Alice. She man*icd Jack Moulton and ihey moved to Arkansas. They 
had two little girls the last \vc heard of ihcm and then we heard that Jack died. 

While Verd Manchester was in Califomia last year, he and Kent were riding around and stopped at 
a restaurant for lunch. They had no more than sat down to eat than they discovered Mrs. Moulton 
and her two daughters were the owners. 

Walter had heard of the accident over the radio. That too was the case of Charles Sayre who lives 
in California and of Mrs. Nola Vredenburgh who lives at Long Beach. It was rather coincidental too, 
on her part, for she seldom listens to the radio or the news broadcasts. 

Short Shavings. 

At the fitneral of Mrs. Mary Clement week before last there were very few flowers. It had been her 
request before her death that if it became known any one was going to send flowers for them to be 
asked not to do so. and it was her wish that they use the money they might ha\ e spent to help get the 
missionaries home from China. The orders for several bouquets were cancelled on that account. 

Roy Cox was quite insulted the other day. He stopped m a photograph studio and asked about 
having his and his wife's picture taken. The girl in charge solicited the business by saying, "1 am 
sure we can do a good job for you. We have taken the pictures of quite a number of old folks lately." 
Roy never thought before he was old but, if he had just remembered, he has several grandchildren. 

Rev. Ehret drove to Ord the other day. disembarked from his car and started to the courthouse. He 
soon found another person was walking w ith him and then this person was tal king very friendly with 
him. Re\. Ehret never had seen the man before and finally, about as thc\ were to go into the 
courthouse the man said, "you are the judge, aren't you/" Rev. Ehret insisted he was not but he had 
difficultv making the other inan beliex e him. 

Ford Eyerly is leaving next week for a better land, he thinks. Illinois. He is moving to a fine farm 
there that his brother purchased last year. Although he is making all the plans to move he can hardly 
stand the thought of it. He is homesick already to stay in this land of his birth. He insists he will be 
back in a few years when he has made his stake. 



March 5, 1941 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Ate Old Folks Now 
Short Shavings 

Nem From Mar. 

A letl^ fiom Paul Robinson at North Platte, wMi a cartoon picture of himself on the lettexhead says 
that he has been elected one of the seven directors of the N. P. Chamber of Commerce with a 
lo^bership of 287. Then he was named a chairman of die finance committee and on the exec utive 
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board. He wrote more too; that they were recovering nicely from an auto accident they had had, 
thankful it was not worse. Hurrah for Paul, if he w ants to be hurrahed, for lliis election. Til speak to 
the North Loup Community Club and 1 am sure if Paul needs any advice or help, they'll be glad to 
supply it. 

A card from Mrs. Will Davis, at Union City, Mich., "fanned" me a little, all of which are sweet 
sounds to my ears. They have been to see Ralph Comstocks and Ned's and seem to like Michigan 
fine. 

A letter from Jim Brannon at Star, Ida., says he has had the rhemnatism so bad all winter that he 

has been unable to w ork. 

A card from Leshe Green says their roads are icy and that their children are teaching in towns 

nearby. 

A letter from Rev. Geo. B. Shaw, living now at Alfred. N. Y.. says that he teaches a class in the 
college there and that he has a "small greenhouse where 1 play around in the spring. My hobby is 
dahlia seedlings." 

A letter from Rev. Claud Hill had as a postscript. '"Not for publication." Til not copy a word of it 
but I will say that he seems to be getting along fine in Farina. III., maintaining the same popularity 
there that he did here a few years ago. He seemed to be swan]ped with his church work, funerals, 
weddings and banquets. 

He sent a copy of a local paper, for which he seemed to be one of the main w riters. In it w as the 
report ol'a banquet given in honor of two men of that town who had been there in bus iness for fifty 
years. It was a novel idea to me and the thought occurred that the same plan might be worked out in 
our (n\ n communities some time. 

Of course I do not know how they decided on those two men but a similar celebration might be 
arranged and include all the men who had continuous service in the community for fifty years, 
whether farmers or businessmen. 

I certainly hope Claud does not refrain from writing to me again because he said "Not for 
Publication," but there is hardly a man of the North Loup section any better known over the county 
than he, and surely a bit of news from him will be vety welcome by many. A man as popular as he 
was must be told about if we can. 

A letter from my mother in Long Beach, Calif, says, "It is low where Nola is and the streets are 
running water but has not got up to the house yet. There is one place that ove rflows and cars get in 
too deep and have to be pulled out. Men with old cars and rapes puU out the stalled cars for a dollar 
each. Sometimes they make $50 or $60 a day. 

"Carpenters get $7.00 or $8.00 a day and nail pounders $6.00 or $7.00 now and there is pl^ty of 
work for everyone I guess." 

Ira (Dutch) NiauEichester, back for a short stay from Parkdale, Wash., says he has a job there as 
watchman for a saw mill, but he does not like it there. The climate is not to his liking and it is a frniit 
and lumbo: <30untry. I decided there was not so much wroxig with the country; that he was just raised 
different was all; raised in a land of bright sunshine and long vistas and that he was a bit homesick. 

He said Paul Gebauer lived there; that he was doing fine and that his asthma does not bother him at 
all any more. 

He said the Chadw ieks had noostly moved to California and that £lno Harley had bought a grocery 
sUXG in Southern California. 

We Are Old Folks Now. 

Tte tCT:qxMnaiy job in the cheese factory brought me in acquaintance willi some pleasing and rather 
unusual traveling ^atesar^ 

One sold butter and cheese coloring, his toritory beoig evcsy state west of the Missi ssippi. He tries 
to cover this twiee a year and does for the most part, stoppmg at all creammes and cheese factories. 
jHte traveled Ov%r OiUfiicnia twice last year. 

Another yoimg man fioiti Wiseonsia sold rennet and seemed to have a similar tOTiti»y. Only a few 
days ago he was married and now he was making a ccnidrination wedding and business trip to 
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California. He introduced me to his bride and when he opened the car door, rice rattled out on the 
running board. She explained that she did not know if they would ever get the rice cleaned out of 
their things. 

They were a happy couple, well dressed, good looking, and enthusiastic. I wished them a pleasant 
time and told them of my wedding trip some twenty years ago in an old open Dodge. We drove to 
Colorado, taking three days for the trip going out. We got a cabin in the mountains and tried to have 
a good time. But before the two weeks were up wc became anxious to get home and get to wo rk; and 
it was farm work too. We were in such a hurry we drove all night the last day so as to get here 
quicker. 

Short Shavings. 

Each day Harl Smith dri\es his team on an old top buggy (the top broken too) to town where he 
delivers milk and cream and docs other errands. I spoke to him about il the other day. asking the why 
of it all and he replied, "well. Til tell you George. 1 drive them down each day and let them stand 
around a while just so no one can say North Loup is a one-horse town." 

March 12, 1941 

TteOrdQuiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

IIhs Worn B@gbeis Whoa It Is Over 
A Rose For Him 
Sh(»t Shavings 

1^ Woi^t Begins Wmi ttU &mt^ 
JSL^mdmxs dmm^^ Affii^ the lastv^^^klli^l^ foUo^gr^niarks: Roo^evdti^^ ttHogto 
make himself a dictator. Hitler will never attack the I&ited Stai^. The soon^ England is whipped 
better, thra thooe will be p&am^ We me in wart^t now. Why shodd vm h^p Be^^d^ ^ey 
didu^t ev^ pB^ tiieir war debt for the oth^ war? I j^t as soon have Hitler rule m as to have 

M a few instances, ttiese i^miarks were made by partisan reptblicans could not <»r WOitild not 
see any good in any acti<m by a democrai^ were that democrat a special eaivoy from heaven. Those 
msa surely are looking at it wnmg. For Hbe most part &m tmisSb^ of one party are just as loyal as 
the other to th^ IMted BmsB. 

The odds still ai^»ear to be wifli Hitl^ winning tiie war. He sie&m to be ^11 fitting the G^ismive 
on cmitinm^ 1m alUl se^dss to be pulling the surprisies^. on odbsa^ hm4 he is »M 
progressing quite $0 &$t as at one time wkm Im ^im MoK^^a^ down Wan4 Ho lland, Belgium and 
France as fast as Qmr tum came. His last spac^es ^mmd to have a. ting of apol ogy or mmse, 
trying to explain why he ^ not dkms more. B3s fOddEiir merely bc^isted of t^t he hsd 

ikm dMl liAm h& had dOO^ ft to^. Wt^ trying to bteieJ^^and fi^ co^ifmuing the war; finr Hbmn. 
notms^n^ tiionselves his skves. 

Most everything semESi to fall pretty w0ll for tiie vandal. The rest of tjhe world seems like it is 
trying to help him along wiiihis program of coBqi^. Hetendnds ofastrcet fig|it F^i^cmi^Ie, 
we have a bully, a cutthroat tet ^ vMp any one of a crowd easily. To make it handy for him each 
one of the crowd steps up in turn to try to whip him single-handed and each in their tum falls. 
There's a bulldog that grabs his leg and hangs on but still, one at a time each man is whipped easily. 
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Then each man jumps in and helps, perhaps unwillingly but he does, to w hip the bulldog. Should all 
of them have made a rush for the bully at oacc, they could have whipped the big guy and put him in 

his place. 

That is a little like ue are today. Had all these nations declared war against Hitler at once they 
could have u hipped him sooner or later. But the way they are doing, he may whip the whole crowd. 
United States included. 

Just whether our turn will come next or third from next is a matter of how the cards drop, but who 
of us is there that thinks Hitler would slop from taking the prize of all the democracies. Should he 
take England, with all her ships and navy, and airplanes (some we have sent) even if he did not 
aclualK invade us. he could make life pretty miserable. And with another view, being in cahoots in 
this conquering and killing business, one attacking from one side and the other from the other, life 
for us might be more miserable \ et. 

It seems the height of selfishness that ue stand back and not even loan a sister democracy our 
equipment whether they pay or not. They are not asking for our men and do not need them. And you 
know . if England and Greece gets Hitler stopped, we won't have to, looking at it in a more selfish 
attitude. 

It seems funny that anyone living here under our system of free speech and universal vote, in our 
land of opportunity and education, would say it will he better if Hitler would whip England soon and 
get it over with. It was not over with in Holland, Norway. Belgium. France or Poland when the 
conquest was made. It only began then. And then is w hen it will begin for us. 

A Rose For Him. 

Nou that frvy Sheldon is moving away, perhaps a little buneh of roses tossed in his direction 
would be in order, although Til bet you a nickel if he knew it he would not want them. 

It has been years since there has been a man who has helped so many people as \r\y She idon. 
There has been hardly a person in the whole eommunity who has not received credit at his oil ststtion 
one time or another. He never failed to chip in if anyone was in distress; he has loaned his car and his 
money. Regardless of how well these peqile J^ve him back, he can at least have the satis&ction of 
knowing he has done the Christian act anyway. 

Ue has built up one of the biggest businesses of anyone who ever was on the street Although he 
has much on his books in the form of accoimts, he is leaving with a lot nxMc money than he started 
witii. It is surely wifli regret that he is going away. 

Short Shavings. 

It has beeamm^ ye^ j»nce wehave had the w inter moisture we have had this year. The roads off 
tiie gravel are yet a morass and almost impassable. Greeley eouniy roads are tiie wOTst. is the opioton 
of evdiyaat mid Valley county people laugh and say it is bec^ause of tile commissioner system. 
Greeley cmmty people SBig it is the commissioner. Paul Joaaes was over the other day delivering oil. 
He drives as mueh as wo^Wi^ in town and says the road east of the river bridge is the worst by big 
odds of anything he has seen. 

Willard Ingerson has a purebred Black Cocker (water) Spaniel pup and it is a beauty too. It is coal 
black witii tight Giirly and long crinkley ears. I used to have one like that years ago and there 
came a quaver in my heart beat the minute I saw it WiUard better keq> it well locked up; my self 
ccmtrol may falter someday and he'll have no more pvsp. 
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March 19, 1941 

The Qrd Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TOTBSm^ABOVTl 

Written by George Gowen 

He Who Goes Borrowing Goes Sorrowing 
More of the Same 
News From Afar 

He Who Goes Borrowings Goes Sorrowing. 

A rather interestii^ Qc^;^un^qEi€« was told to no^ the other day by a jMug fellow who was fUtenqiting 
to finance his farm op&ESti&ns for the coming season. He had struggled along by some cryptic 
formulai tih^ last few years, and had not been cl<^^ out yet cs* tatl^ relief. He seined to still ttave 
the farm upon which he was living in his own name, and that was scHnething. 

In the fin^ place the &im loaa corngmy had not foreclosed becai^ of delinquent interest and in 
some manner waived those piytm^aCs. But to do this th^r had &0tmslted the promise of the yoimg 
hero that he would give them a nacntgage on his croi^ when he gets th^ planted It seems, crop 
mortgages are more legal after they are f^tedl than b^te. 

Happy with the tjipught he could still sia^ put, he went to ^e banki^ he |ff oceeded W bi^ow 
on Us cows, hoises and jimk to straighten past bills tixat had accumulated. The mm^^B^ was wii tim 
when our hero discov€9:ed that in tfiat mor^jatj^ym all die ondp tiejils^ He demurred here but tiie 
bankor said he would make flie mortage no other He ^ded if I did not do ttiat someone else 
mi]^ take your crc^ and you would have nodiing to f0sdymatW0$* 

To get dmt trni^^ "v^skt nm w^ly t^cessary at that mttto^ hpg ^gned flie chattel mortgage but 
he ko^ when he did so he sho^aot because of the promise to tte Ic^ company. 

Mm€ ten tiiat, he had planned to go to the Uderal feed ail4 i$@E^l€Kmii^ )»3iisi^ itUtfle so he 
mM l^iait his crop. He had boirowed ttim b&l^ tnd he felt sure he could again, ^it^b^ wiU mA 
Imn without a fiist m^^^ on his crop^ baped tiie fiim km mmj^y would aJ]^ Ihat He 
knew now he tm ^mOM there again without moi%E^|iDg bis crop twice or three times. He 
could not tmy sueed or feed without more UKmey. 

The list word I had with him he plunned not to plant his farm at alL He had some pasture that 
would k^ his milk cows and horses durii^ the summer, and he didn*t know but he mi^t scratch 
money to |dant a little com and pediaps a few of s(n:^ux)iS. But )m was still 
b^^dered witti the fact that eveiy loan man stood Gtm having a mmg^ m his crop "wbm he 
Imd not raised one in nine ij^ears. 

Th^ has been considerable comment among fimners abotA tiie ability to boitdw ^tfie msu) tt^o 
has just about n^ade it through &e droudi. A person who was whipped, for a long time at least, (they 
say it ^ diif^n^ now) could get fim^ced in die Farm Secri«% ^i^Dtoi$tlittif»^^^ ^t to get help here 
mm had W he ^bmt to €tid of his rope. By the appesOM^ Of scMoie ace £a ^t pr ogram, ttiey 
had gcHie quite a way beyond the end. 

To bq(trow ic^&m bai)]^ luis to give pretty good security, and who can blame the teASo^. 
reqi#e aboiri itme to oiie security and value good hor^ at ^3 and good cow&a &m dollars mme. 
It tekes a pretty well ofT&Ilow to bofipow there. 

So you see, there is an in between guy, who frequently cannot borrow anywhere. One man really 
stormed lo me about it (as if I had anj^ing to so with it). He said, '^H^ Fve gmbbed along until 
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now. without any mortgages. I have sold my stock until I haven't enough left to borrow at the bank. I 
never ha\ e had any relief (except Soil Conser\'ation checks) but when I tried to get a "rcliab" loan 1 
was turned down because I was not bad enough off, and the banker said 1 did not have property 
enough left for him to make a loan worth while/' 

News From Afar. 

The following sentences were taken from a letter from Howard Jones of Hood River. Ore. The 
letter w as about the valley there and very interesting but a httle too long for my allotted space. Here 

is a little of it. 

"Just noticed your item in your column in this issue of The Quiz relative to Ira Manchester 
returning from Parkdale. Wash. This is the second lime Parkdale has been referred to as being in the 
state of Washington, it is in Oregon, just 17 miles south of Hood River and located right at the foot 
of Mount Hood. 

"A few months back 1 spotted a *47' Neb. Car and ran it down and the driver turned out to be the 
Manchester mentioned above. I did not know him back there but 1 do now." 

Howard goes on at gc^eat length telling of the country there and the rain, crops, cl imate and says, 
''when it gets hot we go out in the middle of a mile -wide river with the boat to cool off. Fishing isn't 
exactly bad out here either," 

They raise great quantities of fruit tbm, and before the war shipped much of it to £urope. ''At one 
time we printed invoices and clearance papers in the French language, but no more." He tells of 
trying to sell the fruit in United States and says» '*iD feet, you find Hood River yellow Newtowm 
advertised in the Council Oak Store ad in the same issue of The Quiz 1 started to write about." 

March 26, 1941 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Still Looks Bad 
Short Shavings 

Still Looks Bad. 

I was asked the other day by a friend, just why 1 should keep stating in my war pieces that 
Gemiany has a good chanee to win the war. This man was a little disgusted with me and my foolish 
reasonmg. For a fact, if I wished, no one eould wish harder than 1, tliat England would win. But my 
wishing did little good in the war with France. 

Since the fall of France, many have been trying not to do wishful thinking. Although the 
disappointment has been just as great as at the time of the fall of France, the shock since, when one 
nation after another has given in to Hitler and his vandals, was not so great. Today Yugoslavia has 
given in to Iditier, and we know, to compromise with Hitler is like a fireman compromising with a 
fire. 

Going back a little, before this last war started. Gennany was the largest nation in Europe, having 
some SO. 000,000 people. She almost won the other world war. and might ha\e had it not been for 
blunders of a general or two. She came so near winning it. we were all vciy worried. Now Fliller has 
many limes more resources than before, considering France, most of the Balkans, Scandinavia and 
Italy. The blockade of England now is not very effective. 
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Hitler's air force is larger than England's and the latter has found no effective way to stop bombers. 
They seem to bomb at night ai will. The English bomb back too. But there is so much more of 
Hitler's land than England that the British retaliation is like destroying one sandburr in an acre patch. 
At one time England claimed better flyers and planes, but this is not very true. England still has 
many less. 

The sinking of English ships by Hitler's submarines is another thing that may turn the victoiy. In 
the last two weeks Hitler's subs have sunk 100.000 tons of England's boats. Even the most hopeful 
of England's shippers know that at this rate England will run out of ships eventually. If this sinking 
cannot be stopped, that alone will win the war for Hitler. 

United States entering the war (I call it that) may help and may be too late. Even with our supplies, 
England faces the problem of getting them there. Although we have turned a lot of planes and 
material to Canada for England, it is said very little proportionally has been sent across on account of 
the lack of ships. 

The invasion of England seems impossible but Hitler might be able to win even without that 
invasion, by his incessant bombing and sinking of ships. One by one he seems to lay flat the cities of 
England. The last was Plymouth and there seems to be no stopping him. He does not seem to worry; 
he seems to know that eventually England will have to give up. 

Of course the resources of England are veiy great, but that does not help much when they are 
scattered o\'cr the earth's surface. 1 may have a thousand dollars worth of hay, but if it is across the 
river and the bridge is out. it is of little value to me. 

There is yet the hope that somcthmg may turn up that we do not know now. If the British Isles fall, 
there is hope that her ships scatter to the possessions, which is veiy unlikely. There are hopes Johnie 
Bull can some w ay stop the ship sinking before it is too late. There are hopes too that we. the United 
States, can avoid the terrible war punishment that goes along with tlitler's and Japan's conquest, but 
that hope too is remote. 

Short Shavings. 

I have long wondered why bankers take so much pains and time to sort and turn over the paper 
currency placing every bill with the face up looking straight at them. Sometimes when I was in a 
hurry I was quite irked at this performance. I was told the other day that the reason w^as, it is much 
easier to tell one denomination from another by the face of the bill than the back and less likelihood 
of miscoimting. 

And speaking of the banker's time and their business hours — well I guess I won't say it. I have 
lately become a very good fiiend of a preacher and consequently tried to reform and cease swearing. 

There is an agitation and movement on in the southwest comer of Greeley county to put pressw@ 
(with thimib screws) on the County Commissioner and force him to mend his ways or retire. There 
are many complaints but the main one heard is that he has given the poor so much money he has 
BothiDg left for the roads. Well, it's a cinch the roads are in a hellova shape over h^, whelber poor 
people are or not. 

And for those far away, I will say our grotmd is so wet this spring there has not been g bit of farm 
work done yet. Men are repairing their machinery, (their discs and drills) but as yet cme has been 
in the field. Roads are just beginning to be passable, but in the fields, b(H*ses or tractors would sink in 

the mud. 

It is said one farn^er (I'll not tell his name bs^) vm$ tr>3ag, to boul ai load with his; ^id 
became mired in the field. When he finally gave up to go after a team, only the top of the tractor 
could be se^ he had dug so low. 
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April 2,1941 

TheOrdi^ 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Health As Well As Books 

Town of Letters as Well as Pc^om 

Health as well as Books. 
Although I mentioned "The Know Your School Club" of the Scotia schools last year, there has 
been so much publicity in regard to its activities lately Aat it seenis telling of it again would not be 
out of order. 

It is a club sknilar to a P. T A. oigwization in most scbodk. Supt Ebtnii^ seenos to have a 
pau^mt fyt good healft of hi^ pcq^iis and alcmg widi the ma^y ottier activities, this orgsmza&salm 
taken on a t^attti cmxipsigii abat i& quite ronaikable; in fact so rmuu^bibie ^at ptiTtiires of the 
were pot in ^ Qmd MaaA Ind^MBnd^t Blong with a feature article, and fix)m that article Supt 
W^a^hmim^i^^^ssm of inqunies. 

Tpi finance tl^ l^tt piogpm ^me was some coGp^ation witti the Red Cross and ^e e^Gg^mt^m 
of a& tfie people. Oimivals, opoettas, fi<^ ball gEmes,^ piogrEonis, plarys and membership fees all 
belfi^jEilQn^ Mtti^^f^^ of pra^eiGaUy ^eryone in tiie community. 

Tits. Ctmfel and Hamsa deserve exeMt too in this progpm, taking their time as well as doing the 
work 9i a cheapen l3mL r^p^ price to he^ the cause. 

And this is par% wiiat tii^ Md^ Ninety-^mie pa: cent of Ite ^dldira at the school have b0@ti#vw 
the smallpox vaconatiim and ffc^diphtheria inoculation. The physical and dental examinations wore 
given to eve^ stsdaait mA d# iieveated ttutf 60 had perfect healfli^ 84 wete undoweigiht, 18 badly 
needed glassy 27 had defective heannyg, 83 defective nsm miA Aroat and theipe 439 teeth 
cavities. Witii the j^jaisses and Ae dental v^sfk, die ^udent paid half and die mgflnization half and by 
die end of ^ yeibr an di&se corrections will be made, it is ttioi^t Much of it Ins been done abe^^. 
In a few instances where the patents weie viracy poot; ttie comity he^»ed widi ^ msesseay expense. 

This bealtti iHopmtnk now in ^ third year mida iiQdQsl inq>rovenKiit indi& be^lh of die Seotk 
studrats has been found to exist This is not a mndom statement but the actual figures from 
exandnations reveal diis. Tfaeie has been i^iout as much wmk done as before but Scotia has a great 
maiqr students 4:^6%Dh^ m flm cither distti^ aiid it has b^ feund diat the per cent of eoixeicsdons 
needed for out of the district students is mudi greater than those who have been un«^ ti^ 
supendsion for die last three years. 

The tiibefMHn 1^ wi& givoi to every studoit This pmvi&& t0 be quite revi^aling for sev^ 
students who thought th^ w^ in ^xxl health were found to be t^^ters. Those r eacfefs were fhctt^ 
checked by X-ray examinations and then properly treated afterwards, some even having been sent to 
hospitals^. This was veiy important, it wias thought, fer mditobercidosis, many cures can be nside in 
the early stages that could not in the lat^. When reacts children wem <Mscovered, the femily at 
home were urged to come and take the test, M^ch many did, one family discovering they all had ttie 
malady. 

Not (Hily fecHn die ^andpoinf of local health is this program felt to be worth while but from a 
national stan^>oint too. The draftees and men ^o enlist are finding when they take die health 
exaimiuitidns, tibat many are nc^ in as good physical shape as they thought. 
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The one thing that makes this program so unusual is the fact that it is almost unheard of in such 
small schools. Large city schools like Omaha and Denver have done such things and found it worth 
while but not smaller schools. Most small communities shrink at the thought of such an undertaking 
and it is by the cooperation of ihc ckibs and people of that section, including Fish Creek, that this 
was all made possible. It is good in another \\ a\ too. for it shows, if the proper effort is put forth, our 
countiy schools can be put on the same good standards of the larger city ones. 

Town of letters as well as Popcorn, 

Mrs. C. Switzcr, wife of the new ly elected manager of the North Loup cheese factory, now living 
in York, is not only a graduate from (some) university with a master's degree in journalism, but w as 
editor of the Norfolk News for a number of years. She docs free lance writing now and is die writer 
of a column in the Grand Island Independent on child care and raising. 

She will find herself not alone in this small town with her hobby — so called. Myra Thomgate 
Barber has written and had niany poems published as well as Mrs. William Burgess. Both women 
are very interested in that work. There are others too. like Mrs. Jessie T. Babcock who has written 
historical squibs and biographies. I dare say she has written more biographies than any one in the 
community and she does a fine job too, 1 thnik Clyde Keow n too. south of Scotia, likes to make 
rhymes as well as referee wrestling matches. Mrs. George Ebcrhart recently wrote and sold a song 
for publication and Til bet there are others too, if I could only think of them. 

Short Shavings. 

Mrs. Delmer Van Hom has a friend who lives in England and they write letters back and forth 
occasionally. Recently she received a letter from over there and the envelope was the same one Mrs. 
Van Hom had sent her friend a while before. It had been carefully torn open and saved, and a small 
patch pasted over the address. All the reason Mrs. Van Hom could think was that there may be a 
shortage of paper over there besides other things. 

A small incident, which wasn't much either, occurred to us the other night. It attended the meeting 
of the board of directors of the cheese factor\' and it was about midnight when w^e finished. Mrs. 
Gowen was visiting at Mrs. Vedehnal's so I dro\e that way to pick her up to go home. Mrs. Mills 
Hill (Ellamae) was there too so she rode along to her home, as Mills was playing at a dance that 
evening. The next morning Addie rubbered on the phone and heard that a baby girl (named 
Milliemae) was bom about three a. m. at the Mills Hill home. 

lr\in Thclin gave me a little more light on w^hy bankers always turn currency face up when they 
count it. He says in his schooling once he took a little training on how to tell bogus money and he 
says one of the best ways to detect it is by looking at the face of the bilf and especially at the eyes on 
the man printed there. A counterfeiter seldom can reprint the eyes perfectly, although other parts he 
can seemingly duplicate to perfection. 
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April 9,1941 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowcn 

Strawberry Shortcake 
Strawberr\ Da> s 
Water for the Elephant 

Strawberry Shortcake. 

Of course we accepted when w e v\ ere invited to WesiK Hutchms for dinner. 

1 didn't know before that he had a beautiful place. He has ceased his traveling on the road and 
^nds his time now on his little farm west of town^ He has bought a garden tractor tind can go all 
ov&c his two acres in about six hours. He doesn't keep a cow or a chicken or a horse, spending his 
time woiidng on his house and in his strawberries. He said he had stra w b ^ r i es last summer on 
pmcakes at break£Eist time, strawbraies and biscuits for dinner md strawbenies and shortcake for 
stqiper. 

On the west ^de of hib orchard and strawbeny patch he has planted a windbreak. First a row of 
trimmed Chinese Elm, tiien a row of Chinese Elm that are not trimmed and in front of that a row of 
t^kecli&m^> AU 1^ growfaig fym. 

To die ^st td&uAim has planted an ordtad of chmies. I^ese ase spaced diis prop^ disrtanoe md 
of different varie^^ Th^ are flsree y>^rs old now and he has lost but cme and that one was, iqured. 
He does nc^ flunk the wmler hiB kiUed lo^of tt^^ tiee!S« 

Between these mm of trees he has planted at least five different varieties of stia w beriies, all 
ma^&d so he ma ilecd^ which he likes best He has I>unliB|>; Bresm^, Fairfax, Wazata and Neet To 
liio^ tile hiX&t he had to ^gn a contract ttmt he would not sell or |pve awi^ or allow anyone to steal 
any of Ibe plants. 

Practically every bit of his haKl eioa he and is krigate^ Evi^ his hem has been leveled and seeded 
and is to be soaked from the ditch. The trees on ttie stde of his {dace are showing signs of 
a newer life wiCh their driidcs from ike MtsSsi aller the l^ag tiiirst. W& home is modem and recoitly 
redecorated; his car is new, his gun and fishing rod are in perfect order. 

What mcne could a person want I'd say, especially ^en you think of the strawberry shortcakes 
he'll have to live on next summer. 

Strawberry Days. 

Strawberries have been very profitable for those who bad them and could hr^te them. St^img 
Mbaa^^t^, with a new i^tidi^ took in over $1300 fiPOiEi oiie acare year and tbe3!0 i$ one tindg 
about strawberries, it seems like one can always sell them. When St^^fing got too many for die local 
trade he took some to Gtand Island amd sfflHo^fter load to Kearney where he sold them at once. 

iMiiMhser Adt]g fliM mal^ the strawberry bnssdti^ attra^ve is that it ^ves ttie ladies of the 
community a chance to earn a little money for a few weeks. They have a good time pidcing berries 
(in spite of the backaches) and some of them make very good wages. 

Ye^ ago liddear i^ old dit^ tts&e "Wim a numb^ 0f large patches about Nordi Lou|> and at that 
time the growers formed a co(q>erative selling organization and hir^ a man to act as saleaEQan. 

Water for the Elephant 

It sibGm t6 be a tremendous Job to soak up our sub-soil after tiie long thirst. Several of the 
neighbors have be^ digging (John Kriewald and Claud Thomas were two of &em) and they report 
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fourteen inches of moisture on the level, below which it is dry as powder and about eleven inches of 
moisture on a south slope. In a rye field south of the road Claud said there was four feet of moisture 
below wMeh was chy. 

It all seems rather peculiar when the roads have been so nearly impassable for so long, but much of 
the moisture ran from the fields to the roads and to the middle of the roads at that. However, in spite 
of the dry subsoil, the topsoil is very wet; so wet that no one has done any farming to speak of. 
Hopes are better than they have been here for many years, and when all is said and done, that is 
about all we get out of life, is hope. 

Many people think this is a late spring and it seems that way to me too. Most good farmers plan to 
have their barley and oats sown by the first week in April and this year few of them even have their 
ground disced. 

But Mub Thomgaie. one of our old timers, says that he remembers several seasons when there was 
no field work done until later than this. One year he never did a stroke of work in the field until the 
fifteenth of April and he was one of the first ones in the neighborhood to start at that. Hub was 

alw ays a good fanner. 

Recently a salesman handed me a circular of a new^ cream separator he was trying to sell me. In it 
were nice glossy pictures of the separator in action separating cream from the milk of a half dozen 
cows, the woman (wife perhaps, perhaps not) neat and smiling at the young man standing near by in a 
spick and span uniform suit, as free trom weariness as if he were just ready to go see his best gal — if 
he were not looking at her just then. 

1 told my wife we would buy one tomonow if 1 could look that fresh and clean after juicing six 
cows, in the mud. Td sooner think this young man pictured was a baker or implement dealer, 
happening out to look over his security or after the payments due on the machine in place of a 
dairyman. The photographer just got his subjects mixed a little. 

April 16, 1941 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Sure Cure 

BigSoifiPcd of focome 
Road Work 

Sore Core. 

I itiet CSsod H^^oas ttte^b^PE^ fte 0&m 4ay mi nllks^Lmi^^m fi skxt ^^mc^ sport we 
had to talk a while. I noticed as we g$$^ he played lidHbt a 3^ cil^^ ia his hand tibat 1^ been 
exteacted from his pocket. 

''It is a hatrm i^esbxiife,^ lim explain^^ hsoading it to xne to ksdc at It was rdund mi mm^ like 
highly polished iiAmtliie aiod I liked the of it tm. ^Joha Bete just gave it to mi hie $aid if I 
carried it in my pocket I'd never get the piles." 

C3md ttud I are pretty good at joking widi ea^h t^i^ itud *%ee ^win^ md Wd really did lat^ 
then m Vmt fool of JiSm Doe. ^'Ym sir, Ckorge/' Ctotd ^'d l»^:weeii kughs, ""Mm maBy 
beHevi^^Eit for a &et and he brought timt horse chestnut all Ibe way finm C^ley (thai- s not &e 
town) to give me. 
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Wc agreed that John was a ihoughtful and considerate man and meant well but surely was a little 
screwy to bclic\c such. W'e then talked about how some folks earr\ a piece of potato to cure 
rheumatism. The rule is if the potato dries up in your pocket youMI ha\e no rheumatism but if it rots, 
you will have the malady. Of course we agreed that in wet weather when one is apt to have 
rheumatism the tater would rot and in diy weather when one does not have rhe umatism anyway the 
spud would dr\' up. 

Then we laughed a little about other thmgs people carry like Fred East always w earing a horseshoe 
ring and another man always carrying a Chinese coin feeling as long as he had it he would never go 
broke and about some folks carrying a rabbit foot. Claud told of a man who said the rabbit foot 
pro\ed lucky once, if not more limes, for that once his wife reached in his pocket to snitch some 
money from his trousers and feeling that rabbit fool, thought it was a mouse and withdrew her hand 
quickly. lea\ ing the money, mouse (she thought) and all. 

I guess wc could ha\ e talked such important things for another hour but it came a time T had to get 
going. 1 started off and Claud called, "Say, give me back that horse chestnut. 1 want to try carrying it 
for a w bile." 

Reluctantly I dug down in my pocket and soiled it out from some other junk and handed it over. 
"What the heck is that you ha\ c there'.'" Claude questioned eyeing the assortment. 
"That? ' 1 said sorting out a rabbit s toot, and then chucking it quickly out of sight. ^'You know well 
enough what that is.'' 

Big Source of Income. 

Among a few of the denizens of the village of North Loup it seems like there is a contest as to who 
can hold the most offices, and to date it is the general opinion that Dr. Hemphill is the llrst prizer. 
l^utl Knapp and Cliff Haw^kes arc surely runncrs-up and Art Hutchins, before his recent death, had 
them all beat for popularity if getting elected to local offices is any test. 

Dr. now is a director of the cooperati\e bank, the North Loup Building and Loan, the local 
telephone company, the co-operative cheese factory, was recently elected to the town board and was 
recently retired from the township board, and this defeat not being a popularity test so it is said, but a 
little slick polities at the caucus. He seems to win at what ever election he runs. 

Cliff Hawkes was recently elected to the school board and the township board (both jobs are very 
profitable) and he seems to be undefeatable. Bud Knapp surely runs a close second to the doctor as to 
the number of boards he belongs to, being a member of the co-operative bank board, the Building 
and Loan, the Cheese factory, the school board and many others. 

Adding the income &om all these boards to what they already make, these men should do pretty 
well and pay a big income tax. 

Road Work. 

I am not sure whether 1 have mentioned it before or not, but in case I haven't, the roads over my 
way, in Greeley county are not good. In fact the ditches at the sides of the roads are filled to heaping 
and the water runs down the center, which makes traveling rather slow and precarious. 

One of the Joaany duck ponds is dose to Walter Flake's bridges that he has made for cros^mfs. 
These bridges are useless now as they are designed for the ditches at the edge which are filled 19 wd 
the mud hole is in front of them in place of under. There is talk around the neighborhood to go ttiere 
and move those bridges out to the eentor of tberoad where they will do some good. 

At the guest day club event my wSTe and I^i^ Christens^ attended and Myra Thonl^te Barber 
took a guest from Scotia, who for some reason, was not introduced to Mrs. Christensen, in spite of 
the fact th^ sat at the same tal»le to eat their lunch. 

It was not long until someone asked Mrs. Cbrisieisen how the roads were over that way. She really 
need not have been asked fpr eveiycMie knows diey are like a haunt in the night, but I think pec^le 
j ust like to hear us Ckeeley county people nive md tear our hair over the thoughts of theoL 

Well, so the; stCHty goes, Mrs. Chiis^sen answered uid really did justtcetothe ope asion. Of course 
Mrs. C. is a p^ect lady and any en^hasis she would give ho* convmation would be msm 
noticeable than even a tirade some mig^t say (I for exdnq>le). It all weast well, the subject finally 
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changing and after the affair was over Mrs. C. found out the strange lady from Scotia was Mrs. Jake 
Everetts, wife of the county commissioner. 

Mrs. C. and my wife talked it over afterwards, and they wondered what they would have said had 
they known before hand who the strange lady was. An3way they agreed she said nothing but the 
truth. 



April 23, 1941 

The Old Quiz 

AFBW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

The Other Side 
Farm Labor 
News From Afar 

The Other Side. 

I hear much talk about &e strikes in tfie country, all of them to date far removed fiom anything we 
have to do with. Ope person that I talked wit^ mtssf d i^de wheaai !&vm motion of the labor 
union is voiced. Adottier cc^api^ &ma^ too^ind lenteis to hoio^ ai^ almost insane over it. 

I cannot understa^ w% a one vfbo may be^osed out niD^t mif y&at^ would be <9posed to 

the labor unioiis* fiiT vrtifi) tfilt tte cmsf^ jf it lie sm$W ^<^^ be an tofai3ttMst m 
wsgks^. Hie labor unions would do a lot moce for him than any employer would, wicked as tibie 
labor leaders are. 

We mmt be^ in mind too HijSt dll flie literature and ^ptip^^ida, mtsidii^ ^ laitMor vm&ix 
publications vMe^ we 01^ ha:e seldom see, is strawy a^i^^ ^ lfl3>or unions and in fsvos^ of the 
m^toym^md do e^ii^ilblngd throw ahiMlHj^t t»a#e^^^ 

inst bear in mind too that fliere are millions of mendTm kt these tsbm m&mm^ who have 
fiaii^t in our wars and died fer our countiy as bravely as the emgliiym (y^&L all ^^ mme^) md 
when we say ttey ar@ wqplUriotic we are taUdng itibiiit ^stod tti) a n^^ Mg post ion of our dtizeniy. 
Itis ^iw^ tiiat mcb a big ctowd i^pec^e can all be wrm^ and the others (a much smaller geox^) 
all be rig^t Bergdahl was not a laboiidtg man. 

We must remember that strikes always oonir in good tiixies and when there are no strilj^% t^io^ are 
^t to be so tao^ ^ b^im lib not dai0 to strike. 

We must bear in tixlEidt^^ idiat tite employers now arc gettmgto be tfUi^^ 
the laborer is asking for his cut in the luscious defense cake die govonment is p^ idng out. 

We mui^ beat in miobi too^ even if the kft>w unions go loo £ar scnxidtees^ &at iwe^l^^^ m^ons 
became so powerful there were sw^t shops, cMld labor, long hqitts, i^noil pay and ^Nise to 
the laboring man im^nable. If you don't believe it some of Oiarles Dickens books or about 
J^an Valjean andi^e loaf of fai^ad. 

O^paring the laboring mati witti tt^s^W^ and c»3ijiparingd»dr pay, saying the fornix ^tedd ^ 
drafted as well as die^hHeF^ not tetu^ Htm employer |o©? Why not pay the i^ldi^ldar md 
vice-pci^di^ $30 a tticatA? Do^'t make us lau^. l^y not t^e their profits dividends made 
fiinn tttesi defisose ^ntracts? 

Wfam w& iiiss abcwtt edllective bargaining of the laboring men and their imions, let us bear in mind 
that there are a few others who do a httle "getting their heads together/' How about the banks, their 
rate of mt^est, then- charges, their hours? I hear no complaint about them. Doctors, la wyers, dentists. 
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cream buyers, implement dealers and scores of others seem to have set rates, but when the laboring 
men yel their heads together and try to have a word about what they earn along with the employer, it 

is a hello\a note. 

The soldier with his thirty dollars a month, in many instances, is not so bad off either. He has his 
clothes gixen him. also his food and shelter. He does not have to know \ er\ much: the officers do his 
thinking for him. In many cases he does better than before he entered the army with his insecure 
employment and all his expenses to pay. 

We live in an immense land eonsistinii of 48 countries, and for eiuhtv vcars have not had a war. We 
have strikes and settlements around conference tables and have had a gradual improvement of our 
poor people until anyone can have an education, until our old can feel secure in their old age even if 
they ha\e been employees all their life, and until we have the greatest people on earth. Is this not 
better than wars, industrial wars, social wars such as other, so called, civilized people are carrying on 
even today. 

Farm Labor. 

SuddenK there has become an acute labor shortage about here. Farmers are finding it very difficuh 
to get help. One young man who works by the month on farms told me he had eight farmers come to 
him and beg him to work for them this summer. He apparently was quite a good hand and after a 
week's consideration he finally took his choice, tie said to me he couldn't imderstand why a person 
had to woric on W. P. A. 

Another man, a large farmer, was complaining to me asking if the W. P. A. workers were not 
supposed to take work if they were offered it. I replied I did not know what they were supposed to do 
but I knew that any that I had asked would not leave that work to come out on my farm. 

All the reasons for this I cannot say but here are a few. Most farmers do not or cannot pay as high a 
wage as the W. P. A. men get. The hours of farm labor are all the way from 10 (never less) to 18, 
while the hours of the W. P. A. workers are more humane with days off now and then. And, so I 
hear, once a W. P. A. worker gets off the rolls he finds it difficult to get back on again so, for that 
|iBa$on, he is a little chary about taking other work. And if I were a W. P. A. worker, which 1 may be 
soon, I believe Td look at it just like he does. 

Then usually the living quarters for farm laborers are very poor and small, and he is laid off in the 
winter or his wages cut to nearly nothing and there is no social security. One cannot blame him for 
not wanting to take that kind of work when he can do so much better in town on W. P. A, 

Some of these days, some organizer will get after the farm laborer, there will be a union formed 
and there will be one more class of people lifted to their feet Perhaps it mi^ be better to lift them 
first, but you know, from past history, that has not hem the record of enqjloyos, that is, looking out 
for their help only just as far as this help benefits him. 

News From Afar. 

Following are a few remarks of my mother, now visiting us froniljOiig Beach, Calif 

"Although 1 have seen several booms at differOTt places, I never saw one like now is in action in 
Long Beach. All over the city houses by the dozens are being built. 1 go to see my daughter every 
week or so. Betwecai two of these visits, so many houses had been built that I became lost in trying 
to find her home. 

was told by a man vi/bo I thought ^Kmld know tiiat caipoiters earn $16 a day and nail poimd^ 
$6 to $10. 

^'It is iiiqx>ssibie fcH* me to tell a Sap ftom a Oiinaman, and I was told that few others can tell thean 
apart either. But most of ttie ^ip$ nci^ otata dtey are Chinainen. There is a strong feelic^ a^^iinst the 
Japs out tho^e and many do not hesitate in sapag tiiey will not trade wilfa a Jap undo: my 
circumstance. 

"It rains a good deal out there: idee gentle lijtos wWi no tihutldir or lig^htniijg. For some rcas on fliere 
are 1^ to be floods but I love these rains and die foggy days; ^ bhie ocdor is so nmch easier (Miiny 
tium the hn0A sun for one reason. But I hear more co nq>lmnt oirt there about the weather tiian I 
do here. 
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April 30,1941 

Hie Qrd Quiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by Geoige Gowen 

Salesmanship 
Profiteering 
War in North Loup 
No Fancy Writing 

Salesmanship* 

Rather amusing are some of the sales 1 iiiadc in the little second hand joint I c^iexated for a year or 
two. 1 have had a number of experiences like the one I will relate here. 

I had a small sideboard around |he Joint £E» at least mootfas smd in all that time tha:e was not a 
buyer who seemed at all interested Miit To my surprise one evening a man. J ohn Doc. was looking it 
over and adced die price. There were several people about. John, after a few minutes waikjed out. 

He had no more that left than Dick Smith stepped up and asked the price, lookingit. and said 
he would take it if he could pay for it next week. I said I would sell it to him and that was that. 

In less thm ten minutes Doe came back and said he guessed he would take that sideboai^d. 1 told 
him I was s&ay but I had sold it. He rq>lied, a little piqued, "you just priced it to me and I and 
saw my wife and she said to buy it." 

I explained that I had sold it since he left to Smith but I know he (Doe) hardly believed me. Smitti 
stqyped ttien and said, 'HDh, let him have it I didn't know I was butting in on your deal** I was at 
a loss to know^iiiat to say^ 

*'Naw, you keqp it»" Doe reloQied «^ &m tbosm men ddbatod a fm wmim v^o woidd take it, 
eacft wttntiti^ to let ffae oifaor have it Finally Doe left aiid tite sale seeined to $tBnd widi Smith. 

The next day Doe called me and ^am saw me too and said as bHq|iis Smifli was willmg to five the 
sidel)oaid tqp, be guessed 1^ would take it. His wife wanted it badly. I was la^^ pleased fisr iMs was 
a cash deal, so I answoed, '"All li^t, but 1*11 see Smilk and feU hto so youboft woii't be taking it 

I saw Smitti in a few minutes and told him, **Doe has decided to take the sideboard, and I dioug^ I 
betlit let you know." 

"Oh gjSK^k^ he mmmed quiiMy, can't give it up now. I told my wife and she is all excited over 
it ril iave to take it n0wJ^ 

And die fiinny part of it was I had that sideboard for six months without one person asking Ae 
price. 

Profiteerfaig. 

some hook or crodk 3^ niotibary then in Long Beadlu bou^ s<Hne two cent 5tiBmp|»s duUkii® 
diey ime direes. <fid not look at fhem closely and proceeded to mail 1m tettm w]& Aem. One 
came througlh to me without a hitdi but the second one was held in die Lodg Beach post o fiBce. 

I at once dropped a canl telling her to do that no nmre and ^en she tea 
knew site liad senta naitdi<^ df lettm oat wiA cmty a two cctf stssop m Asm She went to ttie post 
ofiSce there, wanting to put on the other stan^ but the cl^ks tiiore, radier indolendy too, she diou^t, 
said they couM do i^ittii^ about it Hie sendees have to mail ba^ the odier cent to get the 
letters. This eifidbetmied mfmQi0m oc^id^bly, but ^ could do nofthmg about it 

They wrote me a card for the second letto*, telling me if I would smd them anotiber oeiM; stamp they 
would then send my letter to me. I did not have a one cent stamp but I did have a 1 y4 cetit one so I 
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put it in a 3 cent stamped letter and mailed it to them. Those folks in Long Beach must be a thrifty lot 
for they traded the 1 Vz cent stamp I seal for a one center, pasted it on my letter and mailed it out. 
They made 1/2 cent on the deal anyway. 

War in North Loup. 

The other evening while Guilford Hutchins was playing the radio the lights went off His thought 
was that he would just leave the radio turned on so he would know when the current returned; in fact 
he just turned on a little extra \ olume so he would be sure and hear it. 

Well, they just sort of forgot about the lights and the radio too and after a little while went to bed 
and went to sleep. This they did in a conscientious and sincere manner, really doing justice to the 
sleep occasion, until suddenly the current came on again. 

Mrs. Hutchins raised up in bed and Ciuilford was a close second to that position. They could hardly 
believe war had broke out at their home and so the only conclusion was that there was a cyclone. 
Mrs. Hutchins did not say she buried herself under the co\ ers again, but she was scared enough to do 
it. Guilford pretended at^terwards he was calm as a bottle of grape pop, but Mrs. Hutchins winked at 
me when he was telling it, not wantmg of course to start an argument. 

Anyway, they finally reasoned out, the terrible noise was only the radio, tuned to a silent station 
and the static pla\ ing the overture. 

Bravely, but with trembling knees, Guilford walked out and tumed the thing of£, 

No Fancy Writing Here, 

How many of you noticed the color of the snow that fell so wet and thick a w eck ago Sa turday? I 
was one of those people who was out in the storm. I thought when I got stuck about the tenth time 
that I was the biggest chump ever. I am not sure about that now looking back. 1 had been invited out 
to dinner; my errand was not simply some dinky business deal. 

Well, the mud was bad under the snow; the water even ran if there was slope enough. And the 
snow would ball and pile up in great gobs in front of the car so that every little way 1 had to get out 
with scoop and throw it aside. 

And there is where I saw the color of it. As I would break the snow apart to scoop it back I would 
see it was a beautiful Ught blue, like the sky on a bright day, or like tinse water after it is blued, or 
like the color of my wife's eyes when I used to look into them long ago. 

1 had never seen anything like it and called her out of the ear to see it too. I did not know, but it was 
the heavy amount of water the snow contained. The sun had nothing to do with it for the sky was 
overcast. 

Adelaide said she never bad seen anything like it either, but she recalled of Jiaving r^ad in a story 
of Alaska, about the blue ^w there. At the time she thought it only fi ctitious, or s(mie w&m trying 
to write pretty phrases. 

I assured her writ^ never do that, and especially writ^ for the Quiz. 
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May 7, 1941 

TheOidQuiz 

AFEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOITT! 

Written by George Gowen 

News From Afar 
More of the Othex Side 
Short Shavings 
More or Less Personal 

News From Afar. 

There has been a good bit of anxiety about Br. Grace Crandall for some tune until last week her 
sister, Mrs. G. L. Hutchins received a radiogram saying she (the Dr.) had arrived safely. 

We will recall that Or- Grace Crandall is the missionary who was in North Loup last summer ftom 
China, and who spoke several times in both Ord and North Loup. 

La^t&ll she returned to Shanghai where her ipission had been. She found the church used now as a 
garage and the hospital ransacked. She was not even allowed to look around at the niinsk 

She decided then to go west into the interior of China where there were no Japanese to tear up her 
buildings and where ^le might carry ^ im^ life^^ work. It would take a good deai of forjittwle for a 
2[sicJ year old lady to undertake a new venture like this, but she is doing it anjway. She told her 
adopted Chinese daughter, We-ze (a girl wh^ Or. G^e has educsrted to a 4oGlm-s de^i^) her 
plans. At first Werze did not tibdnk she would go md Jtr; Gmm vmMmt urge her to. But she went, 
^en the time came, so these two women doctors are venturing off into the depths of China, where 
there are no other doctdis, no medicine, no English speaking people and where the lan^^^ is a 
diate@t ihey do not know. 

A letter fiiom Foodiow of three closely writtm pages reads like an adventore stoiy, which it is, and 
ril &v^ymM $@Ql@io^ ftom it. 

The trip over Ihe mouBidns was noarvetous bist^ oh^ Ite steps to clmb up md down those passes* 
Tb^ were Arce vc:i^hi|^ parses and all stairs ftGm bottom £9 top and down ag^ i^iftrabs old. 
Wem wssm wsms^ ^eps where it wis so ste^ timt It s^ame^ ^ if one would go ^fwn head over 
heels. But th^ views! 1^ pass looked dmm v^m Min Vall^ mi ite tegicm about Foochow. It was 
a marvelous v^ iiiotial^iQs all misty in the distance. We had little sunshine since we left 
Shanghai and I'll be ^ad lo be gsC&]^ on. 

**They have mudi fine Smt hm vegetables* R is semi-tn^ical; flowers Wm oaUa 1^$^ 
nasiturtimi]^^ m^m^ xsm^ differ^t kinds are in bloom now; onmges and gKip^Qiiit aire han^ig on 
tiie trees. It is ve^ lovefy.** 

"From here we have 24 hours to gp t$ flie Min xiv&r by stream launch, ihen two days overland by 
truck and about IS miles cany to the place where we shall live." 

At a^Ei^er plaice she says^ ^e have 11 pic^ of baggage with us and tiien 19 ca s^ of medicines, 
siq^lies and M. D. books whicti ai^ ccSEEibflig Miibt. Where we are g^fiog H "wSl be impossible to 
bxsy cm supplies so we had to Ining diem." At anodier plac^ she says much of this frdgbtittg is by 
GooU^ ^il iSisarrying itcMidieirba^ks. 

Imy 1m a left^ saying that H him^lUGs $ibmSy hem engaged mii^mm bie by 

ourselves and I hope to have a garden for I have garden seeds witfi me. I hope to live off tiie products 
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At another place she tells of trying to make the trip by boat but was u nsuccesslul and had to return 
to try again by o\ erland. She said the boat w as so crowded with people they lay all over the deck and 
she and her daughter. \\ ho had a cabin, w lien the\' came out had to step over people lying about. She 
said it was cold and rainy and these people suiTered terribly. 

At one place some Chinese soldiers came on board to look around tor Japanese spies. They were 
not aboard long until a Japanese garrison stopped them and some of their soldiers came on board 
looking for Chinese soldiers. The latter were hustled down into the hole of the ship where they 
changed clothes and their uniforms hidden. They were undetected but for a few minutes there was a 
good deal of tension. This was on the Yangtze river. 

More of the Other Side. 

One of the nicest letters I ever recei\ ed arri\ ed today from lr\y Weed of Green River. Wyo. After 
some of the comments and jeers handed me about m\' squib on "The Other Side" of the labor 
question, this letter was like a plunge in the river on a hot day. 

Here arc a few lines from it: "My sister. Mrs. Doc Roby. sends us the Qui/. I just fi nished reading 
your piece and I sure hope it soaks into a few of those old hard heads back there. Some of the articles 
T read show that the author does not know the first thing about labor unions and after all, all the 
members are not a bunch of Na/i 5th columnists. 

"People holler then* head's off about the unions but I have been a union man for the last four years 
and hope 1 alw ays remain one. Of course, like anything else, there are things that come up that 1 do 
not approve of but on the whole, the imions are all right. 

belong to the A. F. L. and naturally, have no use for John Lewis and the C. L 0. 1 think they 
want more than their share, but still 1 am for organized labor. 

"Most everything in Wyoming is organized, especially skilled labor, and we don't have any 
trouble. T am a member of the local union 2025 Green river and am treasurer. We tell our contractor 
what the wage will be and he figures the construction job accordingly, so consequently there is no 
strike for higher wages, and he profits too. I have worked for the same lumbo* conqHiny for about 
three years and have had only one full week off 

Our wage scale is S 1 . 1 2 per hour or $9.00 for an eight hour day, time and a half on Saturdays and 
double time for Sundays and holidays. I have made as high as $22.50 in one day. 

We like Wyoming fine," 

Short Shavings. 

For fear I have not mentioned it before, the roads east of the river bridge are not so good. It is four 
miles to my house from North Loup, two miles on the gravel in Valley cotmty, two miles on dirt road 
from there oa 

And just to illustrate how bad they are I will give Ed Knapp s versicm of it He claims it is the 
worst road he travels Altfaoi^ ttam^ areno imud holes and the tracks were all hard, he claimed 
he burned two gallons of gasoline traveling to nsy place from North Loup and back« a distance of 

eight miles. 

Now there is one of two things, either this two miles of road is pretty bad or his car is a gas bumi^ 
of the first <xdsx apid he should have itfixed. 

The p^mycrest weed is growing now, and it taints the milk something awfiil. The agriculture 
experts advocate mowing these weeds in the pastures to kill them out One farm^ said the terrain 
wa^ too precipitous for the successful operation of a mowing matdune so he was just tuming his milk 
cows out in tiie pasture, and he had it figured they would eat the weed until they had them killed. 
This, he reasoned was much the easiest way to eliminate the weed. 

Ahncmd Stiliman, visiting heie from Spi^imi CaUfinrnia, says there is the tngg^ boom ever out 
there. Tbsxc is a bad labor sbcMrti^ md ccmtractors are rumnng wrat ads in the papers begging fcn- 
he^% Anyone can get from cmetoa dosEeiijolKS day if heiraats it 

Hte Sl^ it is modi dWKsrrat ttian fi>r ssevml yeaars past when diere lias been so mudi labw suiplus 
that one was Iwky to get anything to do. He feels ttiere will be a big let down i^ien diis boom is 
over. 
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More or Less Personal, 

My mother, visiting us from California, 72 years young, can and does do more work than I can. 
(Perhaps I better say than 1 will.) I reprimanded her a little for it the other day and she replied she 
wanted to earn her board and room. 

I replied. "That's a fine spirit. 1 wish you would for that's more tiian any of the rest of us hav e done 
for the last nine years." 



May 14, 1941 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Pegged Faraang 
Strawberry Days 
The Other Side 
Sh(Ht Shavings 

PcQ^mty WEsmas to have asm^ in this country. AMKm^^ most pe^te ham had nothing to sell 
yet, dungs surely Ic^k brig^tar. AJmiS &eiaii3i^ ^ ^vwjim&ox has pc^pd tfKppri^ 0f butter, 
eggs and posk^ &iiA com ivas pegged beeai^ of the loan featin^^ gov^nin^itt ^^hli^ied helcafe. 

Fiom labor has become scarce and cattle prices are good. The ground is wet and everyone is of 
b0tferisp|iits^ 

Tlie uUiixiate ^^^ts of ^^cs pegging is^Steult for an ordimoy doff^ like m^^elf to^edict. 
Never in di^ Idsite^^f tf^^^ wcnM 1^ pttce pq^ging of ^fiormpfodi^ b^ sii^^sfuL Tfao^ 
wies jd^d^l^ hell to ps^ in the miL Whether Aese fellows in charge can do a better job orn«M; tre'U 
find oift before lomg. 

AJrea% fhere are repercussicms imd rmnbUn^. For ^mecsfie jbuttear has bom pe;^ed but ^ {nice 
of cheese has not Berth are made fiom milk and one is a con9>etit<»- of flie other. For tiie cheese 
^cftoii^ to adik ikef have to h^d again^ ^ price othiamsiM &iS: bu tler or die i»o&ie^ wfll iMtt 
sell to die dbeese &ct{«y^ ^ umiSs^ is^Mt mm^t '&m hi^ price the hjffm 

men pay, all on account of the pive3'nment peg. 

BuMid sows l^ve become suddenly m dems^d m a^sc^unt of the peg ai»d tmny people ^ keeping 
tmm tita WXJ^ Nfilk mm ss^ selling higher tidO but it is a slow^ job to get ijpio ^e ztflk mm 
bu^bess ttism hito hogs and ehiekms. Butter&t is the hi^est for many ye^. 

Sims are yelping that ttie peg should be higher; soit^ say i^ier ^bia^ be p^ed to ke^ 
thepi in lim witti ttie &fiee or f^ ixminiodfiies tbat are pegged Xb^ are mi W&m of bu^lMi^s of cchu 
in storage aUF^ic^ the govermm^ loan peg (so called) mi &e gov^nment is surely in a 
quandary to im&w vAiBit to do m&x it all. If it were dumped m Ibe toarket now, even gradually, the 
price wouldsSp to Hoover levels in^se good DemcMSsatic lini^. 

The govenunent pegged eggs to 13 effits Vi^e^ th^ were 10 and 11 ce^ widi too many eggs in 
die country. Before ^e peg there were plenty of baby chicks in the hatcheries for everyone, but 
s»]ddeiily, the hatcharies wei^ all sold out, espec ially with Leghorn chicks, or of the egg laying breed. 
Surely there will be millions more hens raised and miltions more eggs laid and put onto a market that 
was glutted already. 
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The excuse for this pegging was that eggs, pork and butter would be sent to Hnghind and also 
bought and fed to the relief people as commodities, thereby using up the surplus. This might hold the 
price up if Hngland does not surrender too soon. Hitler says he will whip England this year and what 
e\ er he has said he w ould do. except to whip tngland, he has about done. There is quite a possibility 
that he might whip England anytime. 

With all the extra hens we ha\ e on hand and all the extra hogs and brood sows, what will happen to 
the market should England fall? What would happen should England win soon? It is a little too deep 
a problem for me but it is nice as long as it lasts. 

Strawberry Davs. 

The strawberry beds around North Loup arc getting more numerous all the time. There must be at 
least ten acres by now. Merrill Anderson has just set out 3 acres and Cloyd Ingcrson one. Sterling 
Manchester has one or more, W. T. llutchins one. Gus Wetzel one or two besides some small 
patches The money Sterling Manchester took in and made from his one acre last year started the ball 
rolling. 

Some think the market in another \ear w ill surely be flooded: others think the nn>re benie>. the 
better. The people in this nearby territor\' cannot eat all these berncs. dial's a cinch. Hut ^o far there 
has been no trouble selline them if thev were taken a short distance. Sicrlin<j sold hemes in Keamcv. 
(irand Island and Burwell at good prices last year when he could not move them in North Loup. He 
took an auto load to Broken Bow and sold them all to one man. 

It is thought in another year some sort of a marketing arrangement will be made and with all these 
patches there would be enough berries to load a truck and make it worthwhile for the trucker to 
peddle the fruit to more distant places. 

The Other Side. 

There is an important "other side" to this hog buying question of which the Ord Chamber of 
Commerce so nobly sent a protest to Joe and the legislature. I am not trying to decide what is best 
but it is not, by- any means, a one sided affair. 

The local buyers, including Bert Cummins (I sold him five hogs the other day) buy hogs about 
forty cents under the Omaha top. My father used to buy hogs the same way, (so did Otto Hill) 
although they paid about 70 cents under the top and if the market did not break, they could then ship 
those hogs to Omaha and profit a few dollars. There the packers bid (pretended to at least) against 
each other and if the demand was good the price went up and if not went the other way. 

But late years the packers make contract with the local buyers and the hogs are shipped direct to 
thetn, sometimes to San Frandsco, Los Angeles, Denver and to Omaha. These hogs are never sold at 
competitive markets and are paid for always on the basis of the Omaha top, all of which th^ are 
kept away from and consequently where that lop can be more easily hammered down. 

The packers get most of the hog& because they cannot be shipped to Omaha for 40 c&As. Of coufSK^ 
the supposition is that the packers are doing a grand thing for the producers buying osi a 4Q emt 
basis, while actually, by doing this, they arc more easily ^labled to hold that Omaha top maric^ 
down and make a good deal more than the difference between the 40 cents and the 70 cents. 

There was a time in die mintry when emy fyxnscr raised a bimcfa of bogs aad they were called the 
mortgage li|teisL.Uo^ wesEie a sign of psosperity and good managemaat Late years the price of hogs 
has been so poor they changed from mortage lifters to mcMr^age makers and many tmness ceased 
to raise them at all. 

Whether this direct buying of hogs was the cause of this decline of hog profits or wfaetfaa: it was 
only a coincidence, I do not know, but 1 do know both began about the same time. 

I am not so sure Td sign a p^it^ |o send to Joe about this hog buying a£&ir. I believe he is smart 
mough to do what is best without vay put in. 

Short Slun^tasi. 

U has been told iQ?dMid tihat die lady at Tdcamah yiiiom. Hany I^iqsqii married is wealdi^. I^k^o- 
or not she is, tiiey attended the Keoiiicky D^y while takmg a weddmg trip in Hie Soudi« and for a 
&ct, to do tto, diey would have to have more xxx>ney that I have ri^t at this minute. 



A Few Tlungs to Think About! 



262 



Greeley county, or the commissioner, or someone with a big cat and grader, is grading the roads 
east and north of the river bridge. 1 do not kiow whether I iiave mentioned it before or not, but those 
roads were surely gosh aw lul. 



May 28, 1941 

Hie Old Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

A Longer View 
School Notes 
Duck Soup 

A Longer View. 

The wMnittp df Add^li WSim and hisptig^ discoumgtng liberl^-Ioving 
people. Uo^bra^ and Wheel^^ we get to fliioking, m& too aear t^t, but ^parratly our ^esid^t 
and the most of are taldag ai k^i^ view of this war situation. 

Mtfer may take all of Eur^pNg^ jaaMi^ of it taken now. He ijg^g^ taSm Gttmdtor md flie Suez 
wi&|»o^Uy^]^ mwe loss thim when he took Qwem. Hie Biiiidi may Ml too asd if tt<eo^ don't 
dii^ xx^ be annUiilated. Rtissia may give in, for it looses like Stalin is morc afraid of Hitler than 

But even then, diat is a long>^ from tekiiig flie W^mm Bm&^em, M 13 g^i^ally siqyposed if 
Britain j|lUs» tiheir navy wfll to Canada and Austraiia or other Biiti^ pm/^^^xm. Itt^ have 
pn^nsed n^^ to turn it to Gemsmy md fli^ t^ually hs^ fliidr woid C^miada and Madm are 
oooiflg 1^1 to U. S., abea% md AusG^i&i will too, fitt in piia^ee to chance of goii3g it Hsm 
havfiog Ja^an c<niiqpP6@t their continent. South Amoican nations are showing a moie fiiwdly spirit 
toward die IMted Slato$ ^e 1^ 

Ak^ line it td0t be sdd duit isi^^Sbm WM&t rm fa]$ ^mg are sailors. They never were or 
never will be. They csan fight on land but are stopped by the sea. They are mm. stof|>ed by twenty 
rsitlet of ^ ^aj^i^ i^iamid. Tim MlMi btcve 1^^ beeai ib^ wodd's greatest seatQ^ Atnedcans, 
toOv 1^ $m mm of Bngland^ ^0^, ^ like that was Immm or never whipped. They 
even wbi^gpi@d the English a few times azid ^ol Jones an American, wh^ most men would have 
given up or sqiitded l&eir ship (like the O^cmam do), ''had just begun to fi^t.*^ 

A ^cmMtmSm of the U. navy mi &m ^Msk na^; atoq^ wifii an mgsmssa^&m of die 
di^nocrames of Ibe West^ Hemisphere would be a hard nut four even Hitler to crack. And more ten 
diat, nicidi of the Burope he has taken and plans to keep, will have to be held, for those people of 
France, England, the low countries, Norway, Denmark, and others are not in the habit of being unde^ 
totalitarian nde and it will take a long time to bring them wil lingly to it, if they ever are. 

Hitler, too, will not live forever. It is doubtful if he can arrange a successor that will fill his place. 
Napolecm, Ales^der m Caesar did not Their organizations fell widi ^bxsm. Democracies, at least 
those of Great Britain and the United States have proved to be more perpetual than one-man 
governments ever were. By die time our turn comes in IMtler's line of march, something may ha ppen 
to him. Surely he and his band of vandals, their hands smeared with blood, cannot go on forever. 

It seems to be the opinion of Roosevelt and the most of the people that we better help the cause 
now — throw otur weight in with those in distress — than to wait our turn and be stricken down so 
easily as France, Greece and the dozens of other small countries. 
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Yes Hitler has been very successfijl. He has taken all the little countries near him. whipped all the 
small fellows who did not have a chance in the first place. Hitler has taken France, too. a couniry that 
was divided among itself and consequently weak. But he has not taken the one or two prize 
packages, the one or tw o that he has to take betbre he will have his own way. the one or two that will 
forever be a thom in his side — Oh yes, who are tliose one or two? They are Great Britain and the 
United Stales, of course. 

School Notes. 

Albert Babcock (Bab), who is the "validict" at the North Loup school this year, has received 30 A's 
out of the possible 32 in his four years. He not only earned those grades but he has been a star 
footballer, has worked after school and Sundays at the Farmers Store, and has taken his part in most 
other aeii\ ities of the young folks in school and church. 

Beekie Kriew ald. w ho lives closer to N. L. than any other town, was the salutatorian at Scotia. 

Ruth Cook, daughter of Will Cook living one mile east of JSi. L, is a high school student of the 
Scotia schools and has been all along. She is a sophomore. 

Duck Soup. 

Among the many other activities of Vcm Robbins, he has now gone into the duck business. 
Somew iiere he bought two ducks for 45c and turned them loose on his ranch east of town where the 
Mira Creek winds it way (gently). 

Now these ducks swam up and down the creek and each morning planted two or more eggs on the 
hay pile back of the barn. Vein, of course, has consequently eaten duck eggs for breakfast e\er since. 

He has eaten one or two or more ducks and sold one or two for fifty cents apiece and when his 
profit and loss sheet was made for his duck department, it was ver\' much in the black. 

I told Vein that I lived on that place once and I also had ducks, but mine would swim off up or 
down the creek and forget to come back sometimes for several days, 

"'Oh.*' he replied. "Mine do too. Sometimes we do not see them for several days but they always 
come back after w hile. and the best part of it is. they always bring one or more new ducks along with 
them. One time they even brought four extra ducks home with them.'' 

June 4, 1941 

The Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 
Written by George Gowen 

Poultry Column 
Short Shavings 

Poultry Column. 

Several people have inquired of me lately about raising their little chickens, as if I should know 
moic or bsLve any better hick fSma massy o^bm. Howevar I m& ait a poidMry meethig in Chh^ey 
county held by J. H. Claybaugh of the University extension department and here are a few ttdugs I 
learnt. 

He gave us a ibrnnila fisr mixing a ma^ fi^ poidfciy called Ki^mslca Dry Mash Formula No. S 
which anyone can get from the county agent or the university, and which is pretty long to give here. 

The University people have used this mash for nine years and they feed it to old laying hens, baby 
chicle and growing chicks. They feed it io tuikeys, too, but Mr. C. said they fimnd it better to 

increase the protein for the turks. One can start the chickens with this mash and it need not be ground 
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fine. Oifckeos really prefer the coarser grinding and when a few months old can be fed whole grain 
very well. 

Mr. C. advocated several neighbors go to the elevator and cqttcact flie manager to grind and 
prepare a ton or more and ibc buyers then fi gure the cost fbr ^dek own share. Also a persofi can bi^ 
his feed and in a wagon box mix one half ton easily. Scooped ov^ a time or two in flie wagon and 
again in the bin, it is mixed well enough, and the price of this feed is reasonable. 

Mr. C. said one should build a cheap summer shelter and take the pullets off to some al&lfe patch 
or grove away from the old hens, until they are about six months old and ready for the laying house. 
He advocated feeding whole grain and growing feeds, not trying to make the pullets lay much before 
six months oki tor Leghorns and seven for heavier breeds. Pullets laying early usually lay small eggs 
and do not la\ >o long later in their Mfe. 

He said. too. one should start soon to culling his laying Hock, selling a few every week, in place of 
all at once later. Watch for the hens w ith the yellow legs or any that seem to be in an\ way not well. 
Kill any sick hen for fear she might spread some disease and sell any hen that ceases laying early. He 
said trapnesting had pro\ ed that the hen that lays good in the summer also is a good \\ inter layer and 
vice versa. Hven with the price of eggs up, one cannot ai ford to feed hens that do not lay. 

If you want to keep old hens o\er. one might stop culling when the hens have laid about ten 
months, keeping those thai are left. AW of them will molt sooner or later hut it is the later molters 
only that are woilh keeping o\er. He said usually, unless one is keeping hens for breeding purposes, 
It would not be wise to keep more than 25*^N) of the old llock over. 

Paint the roosts and coop with a wood preser\ ative such as creosote for mites, and dope each hen 
with blue ointment for lice. A small pile of sand or gravel is good for grit, and shell maker, perhaps 
to produce better eggshells. 

If one raises forty pullets from a hundred baby chicks thai is very good, and the University has 
done better than that, feeding notiung but the mash ibrmula No. 8. 

Short Shavings. 

Ruth Babcock w as showing me a picture of Shirley Lane of Scoltsbluff who graduated this year 
and was \ alcdictorian at that place, in a class of 200. Now that is something, Td think. Miss Lane is 
the daughter oi tarlo Lane, who lived here for a few years, and Mrs. Lane was Elsie Van Horn, who 

was raised here. 

In Believe It or Not picture last week there was a drawing of a stingless bee de\e loped by Dr. L. R. 
Watson of Alfred. N. Y. It happens Dr. Watson is a very close friend of Rev. Hliret and was deacon 
of the latter" s church in New York. 

He lived neighbor to Re\ . Hhrct and was known the countr\' over for his bee know ledge. He had 
been called to Washington and different states about bees and had had men sent from Japan to 
consult him. He worked out a way of artificial insemination of bees so he could keep the strains pure. 
Rev. Ehret was with him when he found his experiment had worked and Re\. Lhret said that man, 
fifty years old, was as tickled over it as a child. \\ hen the Agricultural Department heard of his 
success they called him to W ashiiigton for consultation. He was treated royally there and would have 
been given a nice job had he noi been tw o years too old. 

Win. Schudel dro\e up in the sandhills somewhere to look for a milk cow he heard was for salc- 
When he arrived and looked the herd over he found the owner had 12 milk cows and not anotho* 
head of livestock on the place. 

Bill asked what he did with the skimmed milk and the owner said they fed il back to the milk cows 
after separating. Bill picked on one cow but the wife did not want to sell her very badly because that 
cow drank the skimmed milk the best of any in the herd. She said some of them objected to the milk 
lately because it tasted of weeds. 

Now maybe this method of feeding cows is common practice, but 1 had not heard of it before. 

Rev, Ehret never saw listed com before he came here to Nebraska last year. 

Many people have lost some of their Chinese elm trees this spring. Wes Hutchins had q uite a few at 
his pla^ but he says he will never set out another because he has lost so many. Another person who 
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has several large ones, and lost some too, showed me where some sort of borer has been working on 
them. A third person said the only reason why they should die thai he could see was that there was 

loo miicli moisture this year. They are supposed to be drouth resi slant. 

There are three \ arieties of trees safe lo plani in this countiy. The eottonwood for the lower and 
more wet locations; the hackberry and the cedar. All others just die too often for safe planting. It is 
no pleasure lo plant and nurse a tree for a number of years jusl lo have il die as U gels lo a nice size. 

June 11, 1941 

A FEW THINGS 

TO THINK ABOUT! 

Wruien by George Gowen 

From the Mail Bag 
School Notes 
More Letters 

From the Mail Bag. 

The following is a letter written by inoth^ to her grand children vepoa her departure to Long 
Beach, Calif.j^ afler vi^tiiig a few weel^. 

Thursd^^ May 10: 4;35 o'^clock. We ate into a totible stoim and X can smell the dust Do 
not know Viixat is Cf»nhig. It s^fy looks fierce^ We ia:e smiewtme h^em Sidney and HiX&x 
Plafte. It is so dark tihat the porter has turned on tite li^ts mid &e train is ^owii^ up. 

Mesh^ 5:10: It has commenced 6i rain haid ttod tibe Unabi is just creeping a^og^ It is haiCoigfine 
hailnow. l%e car^ na^becs and childrm is jlist lAseadof ti& Tlii^ aie j^nig tfm^^ VbMntm^ 
They are niee but no nicer than some oikets I know. All flie mothers wear costume jewelry, dAer 
pinsorneel^Mses. 

It is 6:30 and we are between Evanston and Ogdm iviiare I honeymooned 44 years ago. This 
countiy is vastfy greoi — not rocl^ mountains — and small plateaus cultivated, widi snow o^iped 
mouotsdns distance. 

The Salt Lake Vall^ is one of file Snest I ever saw, coxmnencing narrow wiA snudl patches of 
level land and widoiing at flie Great Salt Lake and snow <@a{$ied mountains cm each side. Then at die 
west ^wing narrow agaiD» makes it surely somediing to see and remember, 

Stockton, 5002 fe^ The gra^ was so steq> ftey had to have another engfaie to or puU. A 
beautiful vatti^ liut no nice home or &rms. Hie conductor saj^ the reason is there is no water. It is 
green andlovc^rnow. 

Timie 1:10 in &e des^ Wide valley but all sand md sage larush. lostietumed fiom hmdi. Th^ 
are 25 cars on the train and I walked throu^ 13 to the (finer. We had firesh salmon with little tomato 
sauce mixed widi omcxis, mashed potatoes, q>inach, pie, 3 of coffee, bread and butter and all 
for40e. 

Milford 3:30. Desert only but mountains in the fer distance. Not a living thing in sig^t for hours but 
a minute ago we passed a man standing by a sage busli. He could not have ben lost for the railiosul 
was near iyiit ttie d^MSit loeks mine lonesdine ibm h^&i?t mdimkiss one Hifadt of stwies I have read 
about being lost in the desert. 

ft is now ^:4S, JtK^ saw three calves and a smdl ^^m^ Sooaewe must live hoe. Four o*elddc: 
Now I siee a stnall oa^ and t#ci cidves so I eaqpect dc»Eaeoi»& is liean 
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It is now 4:10. Stopped only a tninxite at Milford. The desert ^om miles in every direction. 
Sand, ssmd, m ss^ ey@i^ but m llie i^i^use I a isltm^ Just mm a tcmt pitched and an old m00 
nearby. Mi^tt^ainollic^Oa^ 

Caliente, 7:00 o'clock: Hie road is so cFocdced here that we oflm see both ei^ of flie ^n and 
think eoming bacjk. Just creeping up the grade and til around great sttWi inqran^lDS. The 

highest stone nioMMte so that ttiey shut off the light Two tunnels in 20 minutes. Cannot 
see the top of the mouoiiafos* 

Just passed two railroad houses built on the sides of fhj^ mountains. A young woman sat on the 
steps wiAi S babies. Near tiie top of the mounliaa ^ a ledge stmds a moimtefai go^ as este need 
be, and how do diey get there? Another tunnel. Now I can see both ends of the train. Another goat on 
a high cliff. 

It k mw 7:30 and n^nts^ are getting a litile ^nallor. /^KAer ^mnel^ md imotter. Now 
seeing both ends of the train. 

Just getting out of Caliente and it is getting dark. Will try and sleep tonight and be in Los Angeles 
infliem^adng. 

It is Saturday morning about 5:30. We are in the great mountains again; now out in a side valley. 
Now San Bernardino (5:40) where there is a very nice depot. The Santa Fe stands on the tracks. 
Seventy minutes to Long Beach. 

Everyone is dressed up to get off this morning and most women wearing slacks and all of them 
costume jewelry. Many going to the diner now. We are thirty minutes late. 

The City of Los Angeles (a train) is all low yellow cars. A young man out vvuh a hook to catch the 
mail. A long train and vcn dirty. It must ha\ c rained along the route. 

Riverside 6: 16. where the Mission Inn is. Pomona, fruits and nuis. 

About home now. And still it isn't home to me and Tm afraid it never will be. In fact Tm leaving 
home and am alw a\'s counting the days until Til be going back. Too many years living in Nebraska 1 
guess; too man\ memories. Memories of covered wagons, prairie fires, grasshoppers, drouths, of 
Indian scares, dugouts, floods, sod houses and the throes of a new countr>^ For some reason, after 
having lived 69 years in a place, watching and helping it grow from a great sea of waving grass four 
feet high to a modern civilization of fine gardens and irrigation canals, it is hard to get pulled away. 

Love, Grandma. 

School Notes. 

Bcckic Kriewald found out the Monday before she graduated from the Scotia high school this year 
that she was to be the Salutatorian of the class. She did not tell her folks a w ord of it and they had no 
idea she was an honor student until her name was read at the commencement exercises. 

Someone said they sat near Si and his wafe and he had nearly dozed off to the land of nod when 
suddenly he began to perk up and a smile came over his face that pricked his ears. Well, Td think 
that would bring joyfulncss to his soul, a surprise like that. 

Two weeks ago I got things a little twisted when 1 said Ruth Cook is the high school student of 
Scotia. Now maybe that is right but it does not sound like I meant it. 1 meant she is the Scotia 
school's high student. 

More Letters. 

A fine letter was received from Ed Helbig the other day. Ed has been on the shelf lately and time to 
read and think perhaps more than before. At any rate he did not think quite like I do about the war 
business, and told me a few things. That's all right. Fm not sure but 1 agree with him today. 1 change 
my mind so often about this war business that 1 can't quarrel veiy long with anyone. 
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June 18, 1941 

The Old Quiz 

TO THDfK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gowen 

Believe It or Not 

A Crop for Time Eternal 

Short Shavinp 

Believe U or Not. 

A Believe it or Not incident has been reported to me, happening as I took it to Hank Leggett the 
fisherman, and as far as I am con<^i]^ I believe it, eveiy woid of it, that is, every word of most of 
it. 

It seems that Hank sort of got suspicious that scQoQ® of the folks were not taking quite s enously 
CTOugh the reports he gave of the size of the fish h c was catchii^ so he wrat and bought a nice small 
set of scales,! something like the vegetable scales in the grocery stores, with a nice chain so he could 
hang them on a nearby branch and as he yanked oi|t.Ms fisybw he immediately weighed them, writing 
the weight down in a small book something like Earnest Coats weighs the milk from each of his nice 
yellow cows, afitei: be yanks the milk out, or like Earnest ot^t to weigh it. 

Well, up in Minnesota there was an Indian guide and neighbor i»ji<i Mk aifttls^ fancy to those 
scales and one night he asked Hank if he coidcfai't borrow them that evening. Of course Hank said he 
could and in the morning when the Indian returned Hank asked him how much the fish weighed that 
Mr. Indian had caught. 

The Indian grunted a few times and smilod and finally said that it was not a fidi he was weighing, 
but that at his house, or tepee, the day before there had hem a baby bom and he took the scales to 
weigh it 

"Oh! that was it eh? " Hank retumaL "Ha Im. A new little p^oose eh. Fine, And how mudi did it 
weij^?" 

Indians don't v^^^fStm smSe, but m^MS^ §x he waspx)ad.of Ms fitte o^^fa^ wiiic^ ws^ 
n0t so little dtfier ccmsidering its and faf n^al fliat it^fwm^ed 6:^actl3r 25 l^iidSi^ow tiiere is 
S^^0 it or Not pitt^ fliat new bom baf^ wm#i£^ 25 pounds but the Ladian insisted that was 
absolutely ri^t according to this nice new set of spates i^I^iiks 

AjCmp fiif lime Eternal* 
Ifiie jdace 0ii^ xn^ ncntfa of Main street dSt Morth Loiq>, belonging to Hillis Q>leman and Hui^ 
Adams, Cteoc|^ ItitesoiLy 13 years ago,^ set out a latgs windbr^ on the w^ and n<^ of Chinese 
elms and th^ idl have i^^di this winter. Tfa^ ai^ large tti^ l^^ isommdQM'^ 

1 was as gidlty as Geoi^e for swallowed Jie ballyhoo on the radio aad in semd catalogues ttiat 
the Chinese were the only tree for this droudi country. We migjit have known better than to 
^!i|Kedment with an untewn mA untried article whexe there is so mudi itr^yed a$ diere is to 
setting out a tree or a Windbreak. Setting out a tree is not a one year crop but a cri^ tet runs mto 
many years or^ to time eternal p^h^ps, like the Redwoods. 

We have ttees that have hem tried and proven and will stand the rigors of this d imatCj trees ttiat 
ar& man^ ^siges cSd aiid s^ill sdivei trees titot hmm W3t disappointed us whsEi smm fidik of oir 
weadier turns. We jdsust tmxmtxiSp^ too tfaift^e b^tcet th&^i^^ tiie tc^g^lt 

takes to get it, and trees are no exception. The slow^ growing trees are always better in the long run 
and ^aod ^ pief the best And so we get down to tm or three m a lu^f dixzm tried and proveti 
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varieties like the hackbmy, the cedar and die cottonwood in the low places. Of course these trees 
ll»yeifti)^ &ults, but a live cottonwood with the cotton fm $ dUfs is better than a dead Chinese 
ete afid vay f0W ImMmry, cotlpiiwood or oeditl^ oan be found in the country am ^^Id. ^er 
all, tibese thee ^^rteftm cmm as nc^ mtfve to this countr> as any tree there is and perhaps 
that is one reason they stick. It is a cinch they didn't come from China. 

Years ago, on the place belonging to Bdfe^ms now, I planted^early every kind of tws I cmdd find. 
For years I carried v^d^ in buckets to those trees, nurturing and strugglin g with diem until when I 
left that place there were nice large trees all about the houi^. 

Driving by th^e mm^ I notice nearly every tree has Med &sAtl out ext:^ hac£beny ^ees 
that were south along the road and alfalfa patch w^ere they were sadly neglected. But they were 
made of the right stuff in the first place; they were natives to this country; they were built to stand 
the grief this country diSiies out, and wifiiout ^someone taldi^ die axe to tiiean, diey will probably be 
there, alive too, a hundred years from now. 

Short Shavings. 

At the R. E. A. exhibit and fair held west of Grand Island last week, every conceivable electric 
machine one could think of for the farmer was on display there, including washing machines, 
refrigerators, stoves, mixers, pumps, yes, everything except one — the electric chair. 

Max Klinginsmith lias planted one field of com three times and plans to plant it again, all on 
account of the cutw orms. 

There are many more birds here this year than for a long time. Clarence Bresley thinks tile dams 
built about help the bird population, because around them he says there are hundreds of birds where 
there used to be none. 

And 1 say, that is one good thing to say for the dams for the more birds we have the less 
grasshoppers and cutworms there will be. 
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Hie Ord Quiz 

A FEW THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT! 

Written by George Gou en 

4-H Club Trouble 
News From Afar 
Short Shavings 

4-H Ctuli I^itli^ 

AtsiSm itttiii^idf^ 1^ ibM jm iftic^^itat d^ % i&to 9f it ealf 011^ boy; 

The b0y dedied t& jmn tibe ehib aood the family bi^i^ nn^ tDO looked ov^ &mr mvm himd 
of Hol^^Cdtlis imd the oM i&ian told tfti^ bi^ hs would sell him, on time of coispse^ a nice heifer calf 
fiom their best ^ Wtmn dotes. This price was not too mudi but of course, the old man 
would fomore thanhidf i)S^iKd&Ms omsiau 

Tb0 \mf dSX^s^Hf track of tibte biit die ]3a^ fei^^in^ iat^ted too in flue mSt md wmM 
toss in W iSJEtra ear of com mm and &iea and in feeding it mSs. t^idhwsys i^ve it a blghe^big ^otitil 
Hixe heifer blooiciad mAo die best one m die hm^ md pfE^^j m nice as was on ma3Q^:^trms. The 
old masi, one mi#t ittfar^ -wm mimxu die c$i£m ffiuch as t^i^ bay. 

In the dahy oa£f divisii^ Ihese imiyeots cany two or doee ye^, until the calf becomes a 
mature cow or heif^ and so did this boy carry on until a nd^bor came along ^tve day and of^:ed 
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cighty-n\ c dollars for it. The boy being more of a business man tlian he was a calf member decided 
to sell out. take his profit which was rather good by then, and buy a gun and a few other important 
articles so necessar\ to a boy's existence. He proceeded to go and tell his father of his decision. 

"By Golly you aren't going to sell that hcifcr," his father answered hotly. "Why, that's the nicest 
cow on the place." 

"But it's mine." the boy said. Then upon second thought he decided to be good to his father, like all 
boys should be. "I'll tell you. Dad. Til Just sell her to you for eighty -five." 

The old man realized that was a magnillcent gesture of his son. but the heck of it was, he didn't 
have the eight-five dollars or e\en as many dollars as the profit that had accumulated on the club 
project of the lad. w ho up to date had not invested a cent in the cow, unless setting down in a httle 
book is an investment. 

Finally the old man stalked olT but before he did this stalking he explained in no uncertain tenor. 
"Son. I don't know how all this is coming out but 1 do know one thing for sure you are not going to 
sell that cow to go off the place." 

And that w as when I heard the story. As yet there has been no settlement. But the old man said it 
looked like he would ha\ c to give the boy a note for about forty dollars. He said too he hated to do 
that for no one else would take his note and he felt a little conscience stricken to force one on the kid. 
I gathered too. that as far as he was concerned there would be no more calf clubs for his son. until 
their finances impro\ ed somewhat. In fact he said. "Calf clubs are like most other things, that is, not 
for the poor and distressed." 

News From Afar. 

Asking Mrs. Richard Sporledcr. visiting her from Reno. Nev.. what made the town, she answered 
she did not know for sure only the movie folks and the divorce business, it is, otherwise only a desert 
town. 

She said there is much gambling there and many nightclubs. One lady, only a few days before she 
left, so she heard, lost SSOOO in one e\ cning. Mrs. Sporleder left on the train at 5 a. m. and across the 
street from the depot was a nightclub and gambling joint still going on. 

She found it rather amusing whenever she told anyone that she was just from Reno. The people 
would in\ ariabl\' gasp a little, and raise their eyebrows, and then she woiild have to explain that her 
husband has a job there and that was their home. 

Short Shavings. 

The nicest and largest tree ni these parts is near the creek east of August Kriewalds home. The 
second nicest tree is on the Wcs Hutchins place, in the northwest comer, and it has a little park and 
picnic ground about it. Both trees are cottonwoods. 

In surveying the ditch the first time, it would have run so that this tree would have been cut off 
from Wes' place. He went to the bigwigs and asked the ditch be put on the other side. "1 would not 
take a hundred dollars for that tree/' he said. They granted his request and consequently he noade this 
picnic ground with a swimming pool included. 

In getting a package ready to mail the ladies of Riverdale found upon their arrival at the post -office 
that they were late and it was very necessary that the package should go out that day and no later. 

After the postmaster had cancelled the stanq)s the ladies rushed to the depot to put it on the train 
but before they got there they saw the train already pulling out. Not to be dismayed at a little 
accident like that, instead of turning to the depot they turned south, sped their car up to forty miles an 
hovu-, beat the train by several minutes to Scotia and put tiie package on it there. For some reason Lee 
Mihane thought that was a big joke. 

Little Jon Sporleder, upon visiting our place and having been shown around, seeing the kittens, 
calves, pigeons, colts, little mules, dogs, lambs, chicks and poults, asked Dick if there wasn't some 
bears too: "1 like to look at bears the best" she said. 
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COLLECTING DOUBLE 



When Daddy Himes was found miird»:ed» Winifred Black heard it over the 
telephone. She had eK€^ised the i^cten early because a blizzard had been reported on its 
way, and blizzards in Nebraska Sand Hills are times of the season when people try to 

snuggle close around the home tires. 

There is something about the way the telephone rings on the paity lines that one 
knows, subconsciously, there has been tragedy in the neighborhood. People always listen at 
that time. 

W inifred had tarried a few minutes after the children had left, to tidy up a bit. It was 
a beautiful day in winter. The snow was six mches deq>» lying level, waiting for the wind to 
pile it in tiie roads and canycms. One could Imidty believe a storm was brewing, but diere 
was a peculiar tang in the air, die smoke sank quickly to the ground and in the west tiiere 
was a tiny black cloud. 

Winifred was especially saddened when she heard of the murder. Daddy Himes had 
been a friend to eveiyone. He ran the little grocery and post-office at Rushtown. two miles 
nortli. lie had various sidelines also, such as cashing checks for people, buying hides and 
furs and making himself generally accommodating. It was while she was sweeping she 
heard the phone nng. Her first impulse was that it might be Harold Morrison, but she was a 
little disappointed when she found it her father. 

''Old Daddb^ Himes has been murdered," he said, ''by a yoiing feller named McMxison, 
who pfc^ded to be tib^niew ^ttne wardra. He found Dadd^kept moiK^ here and killed 
him and took it Robbed the ttU and^ife both. Now Montismi is gone mi Mw don*t Imow 

"How do you know it was Morrison?" she asked. 

"He was in the store chewing the rag w ith Daddy Himes about w ho was trapping 
beaver. John Rawls heard them and left. After a while Arnold Melee came to the store and 
found Daddy had been shot in the back. Morrison was the last man to be seen there. If you 
see his car, delay him if you can and give me a ring. We'll come and get him." 

She hung up. She was horrified. 

She knew thi^ Hwold Morrison in a way. He had stc^^jied that vfisrymoming to ask 
the road to Rushtown. She was haraig recess and when he saw Winifred he came over to 
where she was standing. He wore khaki trousers, leatha- putter, ai^ a fleece lined jadcet 
She really liked his looks, he was so big and good natured She shuddered at the thoughts of 

him being a murderer. 

She recalled the whole incident of his stopping. He had joked with her and said, 
''Who'd ever think there'd he such a pretty schoolteacher out in these God-forsaken hills?" 

She knew she w as good enough lookmg. She was a Uttle taller than average, straight 
and a bit reserved. She had on her brown skirt and knit waist, her eyes were dark and not 
small, her russet hair had been curled in Omaha and her shoes w^ from Chicago. She was 
not ashamed of her looks. But he was a little fresh to mention it 
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She answered, still conscious of her dignity, "1 like it here. My folks live four miles 

north." 

' Which way is north?" he asked smiling again. "I'll be around quite a little. 1 might 
stop for a visit" 

Sim tmnmiim^ hsm it bQti^ed im^ but km she tri^ to tmintgii^ Jtor al$>ofii@ss. 
Still mi^ iia:ve Mussed ilr beguiled a®^, no^ takingti^ from her. She knew he 
had, fdlen hard and quick. She pointed up the road. ^Th^Vnortfa. Better call before you 
come. I don't like too many boy friends at once." 

He tipped his hat and left, still smiling, looking back frequently; and then his black 
roadster started swinging on nonh in the sand ruts. Yes. she was thrilled, although she 
pretended not to be. There were boys who came to her house, cowboys with wide belts and 
high-heeled boots, but not men like him. 

She started sweeping ogaiiijuid theaoi stopped suddenly. She remembered now, a 
short time before, she had seen a car tuming east on the Goose Lake road. The road forked 
at die schoolhouse and the Goose Lake road was a dead epd road^ No one went there in the 
winter except Arnold Metei^ and he to trap on the lake. Sheiptid litde attention to Arnold 
but she tt^^tibi^ fii^ it wi^ not Arnold's car. It ivas HMotd Moni^^s caf . 

She thought of calling her father but by the time the posse would arrive from four 
miles, Morrison might be gone. He would be coming back this way as soon as he 
discovered he had taken the wrong road. No doubt he was well armed. He would not be 
taken easily. Perhaps she could trick him into the school house. 

She wondered how she could hold him once she got him there. She might let the air 
out of his tires, put water in his gasoline tank. As she wondered her eyes fell on a piece of 
rubber hose one of the httle boys had made a whip of and she had taken away. She looked 
at it, thought a mcmoat, fowd a j£ni& and cut off the ends, put on her ovi^oes and coat 
and coiled the hose mto her pocket. She fhoi sorted to meet Mr. Morrison. As he came 
bade hie wouldpiek hef np £or a fide. She would pretend to be going home. 

She noticed as started the wind had risen some and the snow was whipping into 
the tracks, but the aif was yet wann. She hurried on east The lake was thi-ee miles. He 
would be coming soon. 

Suddenly she discovered she had walked a mile. She stopped to catch her breath. It 
was then she realized the wind had grown stronger and colder, and the tracks were nearly 
full. That black cloud, too, had covered the sky. She noticed her cheeks were stinging a 
little and her legs shivered. She looked east but a flurry of snow was in the air. She at once, 
decided she bettor tftum and let scmeone else catch the fiigitive. She started^ack but this 
way was worse. The wind was a gale now. She could not even see the schoolhouse. 

She struggled on, &e ffl^ bhnding the tracks; she stumbling and falling, li wm as 
she was tripping over a rut, her face and hands in the snow that she heard his car and saw his 
Hghts. He was coming, his car in low gear, tloundering in the ditches, now crossways, now 
straight. She was nearly exhausted and to the point where even a murderer was a welcome 
guest. 

"Where are you going?'' he asked after he stopped his car and helped her up. He 
W4S strong and larger than she remembered, "I was going home," she rephed brushing off 
tiie mow, "but 1 decided it was closer back to the schoolhouse." 

"I would be ^ad to ymi hqme^" he offered i^tti a ttjoge of humor. "I didn't 
expect to so soon, I really didn't know mcffni^ whe&^ycm iiwtedQie to or mcit'* He 
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helped her in the car and then started to turn around. ^1 didn't know there were any houses 
on this road/' 

**'0h, no, no!"' she stammered. "Let's go to the schoolhouse. U's too far home." 

He stopped the cax and started forward again. He fouad a light robe and tucked it 
around her. It did not seem right that a killer of Daddy Himes would be so thoughtful. 

The snow was whippiog hapcter now^ comi^ like great walls of wMle water. As the 
tto Jtc^ifigr wartned up. She put her hands down to it but the wind, throu;^ the 
cracks, tEi]a^e the air cold. 

He did not talk. Close ahead, between the gusts of fury, she could see the plum 
bushes in the fence on the north side. That was a quarter of a mile from the schoolhouse. 
They were grinding in low gear, racing the engine, the wheels grabbing, when suddenly they 
bumped and stopped. They had stRick a drift. 

"Til ha\ e to shovel." he said. 'Mf I can get to the comer, the north and south road 
will be blown clear," He opened his door and scrambled back for his scoop. Then he 
returned to the front to wodc She realized if he got to the comer he might drive a hundred 
miles south. That would not do. 

While he was cleaning under the axle ^e sb&pf^ out and to the rear. There she 
slipped off the gasolto^^^i thrust; tfa# ho^e to the bottom and sucked cm tiie other end imtil 
she tasted gasoHn^v Tkm ^ chucked tiie out end down in tihe snow and scrambled back in 
the car. 

It was some time before he scooped enough to start the car moving again. He 
cleared that drift, struggling slowly. Then, without warning, there was a chug and a spit and 
the engine died. 

"What now?" he said looking at the gage. "That says we are out of gas but I just 
bought ten gallons at Rushville." He tried the starter again and agam. Finally he said, "How 
&r is it tQ the schoolhouse^ We'U have to tty waUdng,*- 

Tbe^ were soon oui ha£^ coat and FU break the path,*' he said. 

She obeyed, her dignity quite siil^ed. Ih^ walked sc?^^^ minu^ but her fingo^ 
grew cold again and she could not grip. 

"1 can't go for a minute," she gasped, the air so cold and strong she could hardly 
breath. "I must rest." 

"We can't stop." he answ ered. "You"d freeze." He grabbed her in his arms without 
asking, swung her up and plodded on. The drift was knee deep. She felt ashamed of herself 
draining his gasoline, trapping hiuL She would have frozen had it not been fox hink 

Then they were 3t1fae ^te^ and the steps, and he was swinging her dawn, and ^ey 
wereiiimd^^ She could n0t move her &^efs. 

Then he lit the coal oil lamp and pushed h^ in^ a diak. He gE^bed h^ hands^ 
pulled dfTfaer glc^ aiKi stEOled ra He soc^Imd^e blood circulating. slK^ nattti^ 
liked it all, he so big and she so weak from the exertion. She liked to the idea of him caring 
for her when she forgot him being a crimmal. 
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They were suddenly startled by the telephone ringing. It was the schoolhouse ring. 
It would be her folks, wanting to know how she was. She should have called, but should 
she tell of her capture? The men might come in the storm and freeze. And more, should he 
hear, he mightieave before the posse arrived and he would fre^e. No, she couldn't tell 
now. She diu^ caU when he wamH Ustemng. 

ISello/'^ answered. "Yes. rm alirij^. I won't leave until morning. No. No I 
haven*t Yes. I will.*' 

She hung up and explained to him, "It was my folks. I didn't tell them of you. Some 
of the folks on the line misht be shocked." 

**rd thought of that," he said. "I'm sorry 1 couldn't take you home. Perhaps 1 can 
sleep in the basement." 

She found a few cookies left from her lunch and they had supper. Then he explored 
the book case. It was near mid-night when he said, ''perhaps I better be going. Not polite to 
stay too late, especially the first time one calls." 

He piQc^eded to maks^ a bed for her in the Gomex out of coats, doubling his iq> for a 
piUofW. Thesi he imbuckled his holster aod laid it on the boich. It was strange he did not 
tdceitwi&ldn[L The kstsheteardof himhewassioldngflie fi^ 

The sun was shining when she awoke and the wind had gone down. She heard him 
in the basement, again fixing tlie fire. Then he opened the door and called, "Time for 
school." 

She realized now she must call for help. She felt at that moment, a pang of 
compassion for him. She would like to let him go but the folks would be sure to find it out. 
She must report. 

'1 am going back and see what's wrong with the car," he said. "See if I can shovel it 

out" 

He turned for ihe door and at &e same instant she moved to the telqxhone and rang. 
Her &tfaer answered and she said, 'Tm at tihe sdbodUunise. Yoiiir mm is h^ and cra't get 
away. His car won't go." 

She hang up and turned around. 1 larold had only gone to the hall and returned. "1 
Heard the phone." he said. "I wondered w hat it was?— -if it could be for me." 

She leaned back a^ainst the desk and assumed her dianitv auain. "Mr. Morrison," 
she said, I'm sorry, but I have done all this to catch you. Your car will not go. I syphoned 
the gas." 

"What's the idea," he asked. "Miss Black?" 

"You know as well as V ^ answered calmly. '^Da^y Himes w^ killed yesterclay 
and you were the one tiiat did it. If you go a foot away fiom here you'll be shot like a 
rabbit." 

"Daddy Himes killed! When! I saw him yesterday. He and I have long been 

friends. Why would I kill him?" 

"For the money in the safe and the till." 

Harold sank onto the bench. He reached around and drew a wallet from his pocket. 
"Yes there's his money. He gave it to me to deposit, but I didn't kill him." 

She was calm and austere now. She saw his smile had left. He had weakened but 
still, he sounded sincere. She wished she could believe him. She really felt sorry for him. 



Short Stories 



276 



"You can hardly make that story hold," she said. "Our folks are honest people and 
they are tired of this killing business. Last Mrs. Anderson was robbed and killed. She was a 
nature lover, a queer lady but good. We found the man but he hired a shyster lawyer and he 
got out of it, proving his gun did not do the shooting. You will not get off so easy this time. 
One bad move and they'll shoot you. Maybe they will anyway." 

''In that case I'll fight too," he said defiantly. 

H@ pipk)^ jup^ im <3g^0d the handle and started loadii^ it I cafi get a few of 
them before th^i^ujg tm^ Bsxyw&y.^ 

Strange, ^e thought, he carried his gun without bdsg leaded. And he had nerve. 
Too much to shoot a man in the back. She glanced through the north window, and far up the 
road, a mile, she saw some cars, coming slowly, the snow flying. 

He spoke, "I'll tell you Miss Black. 1 didn't do this. You'll find out someday." 

"I'm sony/' she said. ''You with the money in your pocket and the last man seen 
there. They will never look further." She looked into his eyes and was aware someone was 
going to get hurt. It might be her fether and Harold would surely be killed in the end. "1 
would like to believe you," she continue4 "but it will take a better story thaa 3«Hi have." 

He hesitated, a moment Hxm spoke, "Fm a new man on Ihe job here and of course 
^uq:^!^ to ixiake gocnL Somee^e hm hm^ trapping beavi^ ^fliottf pj^[mit I%i supposed 
to it I ^k&d wttfi a few men but I couldn't get any proof. Tl^ I weB* to Daddy 
Himes store and we argued a little over it but not seriously. I bought a couple of candy bars 
and then after a fellow left Daddy w anted me to deposit his money in the bank at Ord. 1 
took it and drove east to Goose Lake to see if i could see any beaver sets. On the way back I 
met you." 

"Did he take the money from the till to deposit too?" Winifred asked. 

"No 1 didn't," he answered quickly. "And I paid for those bars with a ten dollar bill 
drawn on a bank in Shaman Texas, .^od m^ft^ I pve Daddy Him^ a receipt for the fow 
hwdred and hepiri: it m ihe till with fhe MlL Tk^ &lk^ wm was in the store when I bought 
the bars and we retnariced about how far the bill had jumped." 

She studied a moment, then glanced out the window. The cars were stopping, the 
men climbing out, each carrying a rifle. There must be a dozen of them. She saw her father, 
Arnold Melee, John Rawls. 

"Look here/' she said trying to be calm, "You stay here 'til I come back. There is a 
chance, a slim one Til admit, of fmding that bill or receipt if you stay here. There is none if 
you go out." ''Another trick of yours," he said, ''to take me." 

She reached up and clutched his arm. "No it's not. It's paying you for helping me 
last night" She reaeiied up ifuicMy and kissed hiinu "Th^'s a chance yet. Pronaise. I 
haven't tloae to Bsroae you*!! stay hope." Sheje^^ his coat 

Thai she grabbed her wrap and tm out. She met iSm pmm s^E^iiinbiing back of ttte 
cars. Her father, a tall thin man with creases on his face took her arm. **Are you all right?" 
he asked. 

"Yes. Yes," she answered. ''He's in tlie schoolhouse. He has guns and ammunition. 
He'll not be taken aUve unless, unless — " 

"What do you have to do with it?" Arnold Melee asked, who seemed to be taking 
lead^hq). "Are you his moll?" He was short, dirty and wore a week's beard. 
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"I'll tell you," she cried. "I've made a bargain with him. He's not to shoot until I go 

back and tell him unless you start something. He says he did not kill Daddy Himes. and if 
everyone w ill empty their pockets to prove their innocence, he'll give up too. Otherwise 
there'll be more than one man killed. 

''Ah to hell with that idea," Arnold spoke up. Tm a deputized sheriff and I'm going 
to do my duty," He started to get his rifle ready, "We'll shoot the schooihouse fiill of 
holes-" 

Elmeir BWi^ gtubbed his axm. ^Ijick he^ fy&il You may want jn^tir head shot off 
but the rest of us ^e^^UttO save ours. Here's my wad." He started emptying his pockets. 

**No. No. This is not enough," she exclaimed. "Everyone must he searched. 
Daddy, you search John. John, you Daddy. Then you two search the others." 

Her father smiled, 'All right daughter, if it will make you happier." 

The men all consented jokingly, except Arnold, who was last. Most that was found 
was gadgets, nails, knives and small change. In Arnold's watch poclcet they found a ten 
dollar bill. 

"Where'd you get that?" Winifred demanded. 

.^Jinoldjjeplied with defiance, "Of Daddy Himes, y^texday, when I mhed my 
V/.PJi. check." 

Tb^i^a si^c<^ 71iati;i^ai^ide3^€i^. Thence side pock^'ti^^seas)^^ 
and file hip pockets, out of iwMek csame a tabi^co poudi. John joshed, *'Onre me a chew, 

Amoid;^ 

"Chaw yer own tabaccer," he growled grabbing the pouch and returning it to his 

pocket. 

The men laughed. That was like Arnold, Too tight to give a man a chew of tabacco. 
She remembered him when she use to visit his home as a little girl. He would never trust his 
wife with any money or any receipts even. He always kept them for fear he woxild have to 
pay a bill twice. 

The men searched foartti^^ Init lod^ no^ii:^ Wini&ed cB^art^^. In 
Arnold was her only hope. She knew he wanted to buy out Daddy Himes for a long tftdie. 
She knew he had been trapping beaver, and she knew Daddy Himes knew it There was a 
motive, but no proof. 

When the men were through searching Arnold sneered at her. hope you're 
satisfied now, trying to incriminate one of your neighbors." Then he addressed the men, 
^'WeMl drive the car right to the door, all of us standing on the outside and then rush. If he 
starts anything, plunk him." 

The men b^gan to move. Winifred sensed she would have to move quickly. "I'll go 
after him," she scream^ "You wait" 

She ran to the schoolbou^ but ndtioid they were mi w^^s^ ""lli^'re coming 
aft^ you,"^ l&e e^qlatoed tic> Hi^ld. "Don't shoot Pleftse do&'t fi^t them." 

He seemed to be paying little attention to her. His eyes were on the door. She 
grabbed his ann. "Don't. Don't. Maybe we can prove the bullet hole again or something. I 
thought I could find something. Arnold had the bill but he said Daddy Himes gave it to him 
when he cashed the W.P.A. check. Please don't fight. I promised them you wouldn't." 

She heard the engine start and heard the roar of the car. She felt him straighten and 
then he looked down at her and relaxed, "You promised?" he repeated, "And you say 
Arnold has that biUr 
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He dropped his gun to the floor, his temds still xdsed, as heiod the men on tte 
step. Then Inside door flung open and the men came storming in. 

Arnold was in the entrance, his rifle raised, that leirible barrel pointing siiaiyht ai 
Harold's heart. Arnold smiled cynically. "Ah. you're not so tough. Shooting Daddy Himes 
in the back and then trying to lay it on to us. Put on the handcuffs, John." 

John moved to the cuffs. Harold dropped his hands. No one else moved or made a 
sound. The tension seemed to be over. Then Arnold smiled and spoke again, "Keep yer 
eyes on him boys while I take a chaw o' tabbaccer. There'll be a nice reward f&t this, he 
kiliin' apostinastCT." He l0wea:ed his giuv 

Evetymm was watchiiB^ John and Harold. They wore havhig a little trouble fitting 
&e cufi&. Harold seeaited to be paying little attention, his eyes on Arnold. Then he spoke, 
quickly. 

"He's taking something into his mouth besides tabacco boys. A piece of paper. 

Elmer turned toward Arnold, then stammered and blurted, "What is it, Arnold. 
Better spit it out so there'll be no suspicion.'' 

Si Williams reached and took Arnold's gun and set it back. 'Tes, spit it out, 
Arnold." 

The sweat forming on Arnolds head. He started cursing, coughing, and then the 
Vibole gob was j^ewed on the floor. John reached over and picked up the receipt signed by 
Harold. 

Winifred hM matched^ pouch fit>m him and Si s^it^ Arnold's, 
the guilty man " she cried. "He found Daddy Himes had giVeQ Harold the money and 

deposit claim and the only bill you have is the 10." 

"He could hardly cash the check if 1 killed him." 

"Yes. that's right as hell,'" John piped up. "1 was in the store when Morrison paid It. 
rd about forgot." 

Arnold was struggling, cursing now. A couple of men grabbed his arms. Elmer got 
the handcuffs and clanq)ed them on his wrists. Si wis stUl woddiag with the tabaioco pouch. 
Suddmly he exploded, langtiinfe "here's his WP.A. check. Going to cash it the second 
time.'' 

"Rpoof enough,'* Elmer assured. Then he turned to Amold, •'You'll have a fair trial." 

After Morrison had shaken hands around, the men started to leave. John, who was 
chan man of tlie board said to Winifred, "There'll be no school today. Not until the roads 
clear up." 

She was glad. Few children would attend anyway. 
"Coming home now?" her lather asked. 

'in a little while," she answered, 'i want to wait until Harold gets some gas in his 
car. Tell MothCT Tm bringing him to break£Ei$C' 

The men soon gone, ^mer pDomistog to send gasoliiie very soon. Harold 
turned to her and took her hand. He was smiling again, and he ^d, ^If I Just dared, Fd ask 
you something else, to take effect, say, about the time school is out." 

She stepped closer and looked up into his face. Then she took hold his lapels. She 
need not be dignified now, witli hmi at least, '"You are not afraid of other things, Dear," she 
answered. 

End- George G. Gown 

North Loup, Neb 
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George G. Gowen 
North Loup, Neb 

Don't Tell Mother 



By Oow^ 

In spite of the small grain in the shock, times were hard In Cedar County. After 
seven years of drought, it takes more than one crop to make men whistle at their work. Arlie 
Holt, was deeply tanned from the sun. His Straw hat w as badly frayed and his overalls 
spotted with grease. He picked the two items of mail from the box. carried them to the 
house and grudgingly tossed on the table. One rolf a mail order catalogue, was of no 
interest to him. The other, a window envelope, also he need not open for he knew well 
enou^ its contents. 

Saiali, Al^tHclDthed fl^y -womm, with a spick and ^m^xroQ, toi^ ©poi the 
Ca^ogue and spurted to read it. ^lie sat on the chair mid watcfaid h^ ^k^imly. Finally he 
said, "No use to look at that. Mother. Better look at the other'n." 

The other was a past-due notice from the loan company. She Picked it up and held 
it to the light. It could be read without opening. 

She too dropped the missive as if it burnt her fingers, 'i tell you Arlie." she said 
placing her hands on her hips. "We gotta have some things even if we can't pay the interest. 
If you had your way we'd go naked." Just look at that boy's shoes." 

The nine year old son, Jimmie, was waiting for his fatixer. His clothing consisted of 
a patched pair of overalls and shoes. 

Adi^ ri^hid (>¥er axid pulledug the lad's foot aad £HC»ticed the bottom of £t ^iiidtig 
through the sole. **My gosh la4*^ he ssud, ''You havoi't had tihg^ ^oes three monlhs. You 
^ed sol^ S!^e ctf cast inm.'^ 

"And Mary has to have a school dress and the wall hasn't been papered for five 
years, and. — ." 

''I suppose we gotta have ^em," Arlie said rising and walking across the room. "I 
gotta have my teeth fixed too, and you some new glasses, and the car's gotta have some new 
tires and the grain gotta be thrashed, and the two hundred dollars interest gotta be paid." He 
took out his purse and glanced into it. "And this five doUacs is aU there is to do it with." 

He sat doiiii oafte chair agpb. She folded the <^Bl<S!gQ^. Jimmie foimd an old 
tru^ lG^^ out 0f i^idi he poQoeedei to mt m inixer sole for jb& shoes. Finadly Aiiie^pcdce 
again. ^ bdUeve Fll &;) 0^ mA sm Jake Blntcher and see HI mi^t do his thn^dng. I 
might make a littte tiiat way." 

"It'd be the first time you ever made anything thrashing," Sarah said straightening 
up. '1 thought you said last year you'd never thrash again?" 

"I did say that." Arlie replied, "But Jake has five hundred acres and it's pretty good. 
Ineed money so bad 1 thought I might thrash his and mine and quit. Fm not afraid of Jake." 

Sarah looked at him with doubt. She, apparently was not so sure of her husband's 
collection ability. "He'd pay some folks," she said, "but Fm not so sure about you." 

"Ah he'll pay," ArUe assured her. 
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'"Yes,^ she mocked him. ^That's ^ediai you said of everyone last year, but vifbm you 
got through and your bills paid you were in the hole." 

ril gel it sometime." he ansv\ered. "I couldn't get hard w ith those poor fellows. 
There wasn't a one that had food enough as it was. say nothing of pa\'ing a thrash bill/' 

"That's what nou sa\ she retorted. 'Wnd then you went and paid Ikie Spudesick's 
no fund check to keep him from going to the pen." 

know Mother," Arlie argued. ^^butJL couldn't bare to think of him going to the pen. 
rd not pven it to the oil station if Fd a known tfa^ woulda't file a complaint" 

^ou,*' she ansnsmed '^An^ttm^ to ke^ fiom goiiig to jail, Fll bet if you had your 
way youM tear down all the jails in die land.'* 

"I believe I would, at that** he mused. 

Sarah arose indignantly, 'iMl tell you, Arlie," She said. ''If you go thrashing again 
this year and don't get the pay for it Vm going to leave. It isn't fair. You Give your time 
and tractor fuel to every Tom Dick and Harry and let your family go without. We need . . 

He interrupted trying to pacify her "Listen Mother," he said patting her on the 
shoulder. Jake Blutcher'll pay. Marvin Johnson's backing him. He knows the grain gotta 
be thrashed. That's why I thought of getting the job," 

"^Atovin Johnson!" she answered SGomfuliy sSaOmg ibr the kitoheiL '1 wouldn't 
tnist^t banker as £ur as I could throw a buUb^ the taU." §^ stx^iped at die door. The 
diildreil w^ laughing at the liull" expd^e^oa^ Ihdr SEiOth^ usually spoke very 
conventional before them. Arlie too, was tempted to smile but she foiled that with her final 
challenge. "You heard what 1 said, Arlie Holt. "1 and the kids are Icavmg if you tlirash any 
more w itliout pay." 

Jinimie had his shoe patched by now. He arose, took his father's hand and said, 
"Come on Dad. Let's so." 

He hopped into the drivers seat, proceeding to start and drive the car, the only time 
he could do it was when he and his father were alone. They only drove a little ways until he 
looked up and said, '*Oaddy» jf Mama leaves, I'm going to stay witii you." 

"Ah, she won*t leave," Arlie assured him. "We'll collect this time." 



It was two miles to Jake Blucher's place. Jake was a deep-wrinkled, white-haired 
man. small in statue but quick in eye. and he walked with a heavy and tired step. He had 
once been considered wealthy but the continued Nebraska droughts had worn his holdings 
down until it was said he was now only hanging on hoping for a break. This was the first 
crop of consequence in seven years. 

Arlie and his son drove into the field where Blutcher was driving a binder. "Hello, 
Jake^'' Ailie said, "I eara^ ovira- to see if I couldn't cto your llmuAdn^^ 

"Sure you can, Arlie," Jake amwraed quictdy. ^f your price is right. Tb^ lyis 
been two men here a'ready tryin' to get it but I put them off wantin' to see you first." 

Arlie felt pleased that Jake would favor him, but he knew too that Jake w as a close 
dealer and that it^ he did the thrashing, there would be a reason for it. "You won't thrash by 
the bushel?'' Arlie asked. 
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"Don't believe so, Arlic." Jake answered. "It seems to me to be more fair by the job. 
You look over the fields and make me an offer. Til give you a break if you are any where 
near right." 

Arlie and Jimmie drove about looking at the five hundred acres, guessing the yield. 
Every acre of Blutcher's farm land was into small grain. Arlie.knew the land, having 
tbrash^ there before. Finally he C£une hm^ whme Bbttciier was H Work, talked a few 
minutes widi him rechedk^ his figUffS^ trymg also t@ 0. his estimates. Finally Holt said, 
'TU tea^ yaw ^^fyr fi ve lrai^@d dolkis, Jdk&, How does tet soiuid?'^ 

*mt ®f off, Aiiie" Bllit^her said **Ndt feroffi" Hblt l^ewBliJtcherwoifldbefe^ 
with him. "Close enough so that I'll let you have the job if you'll come next week so I'll not 
have to shock it." 

Arlie was dehghted. It was the biggest job in the county. He would thrash that and 
his own and quit. With no bad luck, he could pay his interest and have a little nione\ left for 
Sarah. "Yes, he answered turning to Jimmie who was standing close by. "We'll be here, 
won't we son?" 

Blut^i^ went back to his tractor again and Holt his boy Parted for ijxmjc He 
had hardly turned around ^Hb^ Jimmie reached ova* and aske4 "do you siq^se he'll pay. 
Pop, or will Mama have to l^ve^?" 

At the thought of it leaned back and stepped on the clutch. He hated above all things 
to mention the subject to Blutcher. That man had always paid his bills although the last year 
or so he had become a little slow. 

As he sat there taut, wondering how to say it if he said anything, w hen Blutcher 
stepped up. forgot to mention it." he said, "but 1 may not be able to pay you for a few 
days. I want to hold the grain a week of two at least I was sure it would be all righ^ but 1 
just thought perhaps I better tell you." 

Holt w<Hid€^ed what to do now. The reason Blutcher knew it would be all nght was 
because Holt had mad@ a bmin^ of wi^&^ m evo^ne. He m^h^ tmm ^bst was the 
reason he -wm getting the job. StOl, h^^^^ted the woik, almost had to have md he wis 
confident Blutchai^would pay sooner or l^d:^. 

He hesitated only a brief moment before he said, that'll be all right, Jake. Fm not 
worrying but what youMl pay." 

He had said that and drove on and still things were not quite as they should be. 
Without doubt the reason Blutcher's whole farm was into small grain was that he was losing 
it soon, that is before he could harvest a com crop. 

They drove toward towm silently, Jimmie climbing over his father to take tiie wh^l. 
They had gOJK a mile when Holt said to im son, *'Doa't tell Mama when he's going to pay. 
She don't need % know ^^rything, you know," He had found from e^erience she was 
h^pt^ md Ike hons^ld was mom p€£W^Me v^bm sM dM not know ^ tnnch. 



Jinmiie glanced off the road ai^to his father and smiled, '1 won't tell her, Dad." 



On the way. Holt studied how he would appease Sarah without any money. Finally 
he decided upon a scheme. 
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The first place he stopped was at the first National Bank. Charles Rawles was the 
President. Holt went to this bank because he had an unconscious feeling that Marvin 
Johnson was a twin brother to Shylock. 

With tripping heart Holt and Jimmie entered the private sanctum of Raw les back 
room. Rawles weighed three hundred pounds, moved carefully, dribbled cigar ashes on his 
wide vest and met e\ eryone with condescension. "What is it, Arlie?" He asked without 
taking his eyes from the paper in his hand. 

"I would like to do a job of thrashing," Arlie s«iid, "and I'll need a little money before 
Vm thrp^^ I was wondmng. . . - 

"Hew mich will y0u need?** Rawles mtemqxted. 

''A ^i^le t Im^M, at l^t*' 

"What security can you give?" Rawles questioned. 

"Do 1 ha\ c to give security on that amount?" Holt asked. It had been a long time 
since he had borrowed from a bank. 'This should run only a short time." 

"Yes. Arlie/' Rawles answered. "Times are different now." He reached into his desk 
and extracted a chattel mortgage. "How many cattle you got?" he asked. 

Arlie told him. ''Six milk cows» three heifers, a bull and five calves. There are five 
steers t©ch.'* 

Rawles apparently was writing them off. Finally he said, '1^11 loan you the money 
witii those cattle as secwity.'* 

Arlie demurred here. The cattle, especially the six milk cows, had always been 
considered to belong to Sarah. She had some money saved when they were married, ten 
years ago, and that money had gone into the cows. It was the mute understanding they were 
hers, that It w ould be something to fall back on in the case of emergency. 

"rd hate to lose those cattle," Arlie said. 

Rawles laughed. "'You won't.lpse th^" he said. ''This. mortgage will make no 
difference for you'll have it paid very soon anywaiy." He was taking the sheet out of the 
marline now. "I would like to loan the money to you like we used to without security, but 
i cm't do it Banking Departm^t won^t allow it" 

That was true enou^. Holt reaisoned. He would Immitm money budc in ii few 
weeks and Sarah would never know the difference. It seemed as if it was no time before the 
chattel lay before him on the desk. He took the pen and scrawled his name. 

"Cash or deposit?" Rawles asked. 

"Cash if you please," Holt answered. 

The bills, new and crisp, were counted out and soon he and Jimmie were on their 
way. He stopped at the filling station ordering a supply of tractor fiiel, oil and grease, 
paying him fifty dollars in advance. He stopped at the implonent shop and bought a few 
rq)airs besides a new belt 

It was dinner time when he stepped into the house, Sarah spoke first. ^"Welj, did you 
get the job/' i^e ani^wa?ed^ 

"Yup," he answered gayly. "Got some money in advance too/* He took out his 
wallet and flashed the bills. 

Sarah gazed at him in astonishment. The stern despondent look, that had been so 
prevalent most of the last year, changed suddenly to that of happiness. Smiling widely, she 
put her arm about him and kissed him. Jimmie too grabbed on, and Maiy, seeing the fim, 
came dancing and took hold. 
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''Daddy." Sarah exclaimed. "You're a grand old fellov\ after all. i kiiew if 1 kept 
after you, you'd leam to collect. 1 should ha\ e started last year." 

He was surprised and also chagrined at their palaver but it was so nice he dared not 
tell them the truth. After a minute of embiace she loosened her hold and said, "now I can 
sendmyonlCT, can't I? ljust finished it up and with four new tii^s, a iwwooat» shoes for 
Jumnie, wall p^icar for tibe fix>nt room, a dress f€»r Ivfeuy^ it.emnes to — lets see — $73.28." 

**Couldn't we do without the tires for a while?" he asked. 

"No, Ariie/^E^ Mdloosenmgh^k)ld '"Wt cannot I don^t dare to diivi 

Ihe car anywhere on those old tires." 

I Ic didn't think that was such a bad idea, at that, but he dared not mention it. lie 
took out his purse and started to count out the bills. 

'"And fifteen more for some new glasses," she informed him picking up and 
smoothing out the bills. 

He tossed out three more fives. 

^^And now you go right away and get your teeth taken care o^'' she instructed, 
*1>efore &e mcHoe^is spent for#aaiiething else." 

Holt notic^ he had given her close to ninety dollars and he had less than forty left. 
He chudced^e billfold 1nK:k into his hip pocket ^Ah^ let it be.** he said, lamenting this 
chat, he stepped around the comer and picking up the wash basin, "FU just let the darned 
teeth ache. " 



The thrashing was completed in tine shape. Jimmie watched the tractor while Arlie 
watched the sepaiator. They wm nine days at Blutcher's and one at his own place. The 
barley at both fmns yielded vexy good^ the <pialsty too, turning out excellent fix>m the rolling 
land. 

A weds went by md then two and tiien the third. Blutcher made no mention of 

paying. On the street, Arlie heard some of the wheat had been sold, all of the oats, and Tom 

Lannigan. a cattle feeder was bartering for the barley. Arlie felt sure his money would 
come, and still he was uneasy. His note w ould soon be due at the bank and also he knew the 
representative of the Loan Company might be coming any day. One morning, after he lay 
awake most of the previous night, he made the excuse he was going to town and instead, 
stopped at Blutcher's. 

He knocked and was surprised to see packed boxes Sitting on the porch. Blutcher 
came to the door, saw ArUe, took his hat fix>m a hook and came out. He sat down on the 
ste^ and lit his pipe^ 

"Arlie," he said finally. "I suppose you have come after yoiff IhiBfi^ bill." 

"Well" Arlie replied wondering just how to reply. "I don't want to act like I was 
worried, but. but my interest is due and. . 

*'You should have your mone\ Blutcher inten'upted. "should have had it before 
this. I planned to come and sec you today. T was in hopes I could get this straightened out 
some way but I haven't been able to do it. Mar\ in Johnson has a mortgage on every bushel. 
1 asked him for money to pay you and he suggested you wait until we sell some grain. Then 
he would not let me pay you." 



Short Stories 



284 



Arlie was a little surprised to hear that Blutcher was so involved, but on the other 
hand, everyone that tried to operate in these parts the last few years was in debt if the truth 
be known. ''Do you have to sell the grain to pay me?" Arlie asked. 

"Yes, Arlie," Blutcher answered. 'This crop is cleaning me up. 1 plan to leave for 
California next week to work in my son's filling station. As long as I couldn't pay, Marvin 
carried me. Now that this crop will pay me off. he's selling me out" 

"Will you get squared now?" Arlie asked. 

"In a 1 will, "Blutcher said. "This crop and my personal property will pay all 
Qiy notes at the bank, but Marvin has a second mortgage on the land. I was deeding it to 
him but lie thinks I should pay him more because, he says, the land is not worth the 
mortgages. I really do not expect anything for myself but I would like to get you paid off." 

The men sat for several minutes without speaking. Jimmie arose and went to 
throwing stones at a fence post. Finally Arlie said, 'If I'd a lien within ten days Td a been 
all right. As it is I'm out." 

"Arlie/" Blutcher said. 'Tm sorry as the devil. You should have done that and 1 
should have told you but 1 thought Marvin would shpot square with us. It is really him 
that's selling the grak^ that is Jto deals and teUs oie to selL" 

The/satano&erfewfi0itttl^. Adie|d^iiii^ a Jti(& Blutcher 
lit iutp^ogmn. Thm hesd4'1^Bt^Qyou,/i^ lli^ is fi^^ teussa^ 

bushels of barley in that south bin in the elevator. Barley's worth thirty cents. Sixteen 

hundred bushels would square you up. Now FU not sell it or have anything to do with it, but 
if you can get sixteen hundred bushels over to your place, I won't know it either." 

This kind of conversation moves slowly, 'i have about two hundred bushels of my 
own," Arlie said, partly talking to himself. ^"1 could just about store that much more. Five 
tmck loads would move it." 

He rose to Ms feet now. "Better get it this afternoon," Blutcher advised. "Marvin 
migbt sell it any thne. 1 told him there was between four and five thousand bushels hoping I 
could snitch some out for you.^' 

Xcane on» Jiomaie/ AMe wifhout mmmt^ Blutdia^. ^^e^ve got w^ to 

He drove immediately to town and hired a large truck. Blutcher kept on packing in 
the house. By night there was sixteen hundred bushels of barley in Holt s bins besides his 
own. 

As he and the boy came into supper, Sarah asked sternly, "What are you doing, 
Arlie, buying grain?" 

'^Yes. Dear," he said. "It looked cheap and I thought I'd speculate a little." He was 
aware she did not beUevehim. He ne^ ispmilated if he could help it and she knew it 

^^^Wheredid yoiigetthemon^*' s^e asked 

'Thrf^moii^,^ he reused. 

She looked at her husband with one eye squinted. "Arlie," she said. "There is 
something rotten here. Jake Blutcher is broke I hear, and moving away. Don't you get 
mixed up in any of his skullduggery and get yourself in trouble." She pointed her finger at 
his nose. ''What's this all about, anyway?" 

"Well, Mother," he said slowly. "Marvin Jolmson is a crook. You said so 
yesterday. J^e wanted to store some grain here a while." 
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She placed her hands on her hips, still eyeing him severely. "I tell you Arlie Holt," 
she said, "if you go to the pen tor this Til not get you out/' 

Arlie tried to smile at her as he walked off to the parlor. He suddenly realized this 
might be made iiito grand larceny. He might be made a thief tor taking the grain without 
Blutcher*s coi^^t, and if he said it was Blutcher's grain, he might be in trouble for 
removing mor^^s^ed property. 

Of course tiiere was a matter of proof and evidence, but it worried Holt. All his life 
be had be^ l^imd^i witti the idea timt he md^t be pitpfs^tted fyr sometfauig he had no 
intention of doing. His bad dr^ons vr&ce almost in^^^dlably along that strain. It was a phobia 
with him and his wife knew it. 

He sat in the rocking chair analyzing the ceiling when someone touched his arm. He 
looked around quickly. It was Jimmie. He was taking his father's hand, and tiien there were 
some coins dropping there, three or four dollars, at least, it was the boy's saving account 
He was slipping away now to the Idtchen. 



That nig^iK^ not a peacefhl one. Wl^ deeping Arlie <fid, he had wild dr^ons of 

lock-step and iron bars. The next day wore away slowly too. Twice he looked into his bins 
of barley and the heavy lump in his throat subsided temporarily at tlic thoughts of the plump 
fat hemes of the srain. 

The second night passed better for he was more sleepy. The second morning he 
discovered he was out of hog feed. He should grind some more barley but he dared not 
touch a bushel of it. In place of the regular diet, he dunq)ed out a bushel of seed com, left 
over from spring's planting. 

Even yet his inind would not operate dcs^ He mdfved from one 

small job to anotibj»» fieqii^ntiy sittmg down and looking frir into the com field that was 
bmiiing up. Jimmie asiked questions and his ehatter was distr^ing to one who wants to 
think. 

About ten o'clock, a car dro\ c iiiio the \ard. Arlie walked touai d the car and found 
the dri\ er to be Marvm Jolinson. He was a thm, white, little man, with a very bald head and 
a light grey suit. 

"Has Jake Blutcher some grain stored here?" he asked without adieu. 
Holt could not think what to say. Finally he stammered, "No. Jake hasn't." 
"Did you get some barley of Jake?" 

I got enough to pay the thrash bill," Holt answered, knowing well whatever he said 
w^d be wr€aig. 

^Did you get a lien on the grain witfiin ten days after you Gnashed?*' Johnson a^ed. 
"No, I didn't," Holt said. "I didn't think it was necessary to get one against Jake." 

"Well, it was necessary/' Johnson infonned him. 'if you are that careless you 
should lose." He stepped out of the car. "Now look here Arlie/* Johnson stormed, 
"someone stole that grain. It was mortgaged and someone going to the pen for it too. Did 
Jake give you permission to move that grain? 1 want to know." 

HoU w^ suddenly suspicious Johnson was trying U> bluff him. He always attempted 
to keep calm regardl^ of the provocation. But this was going a little bit too far. The flaunt 
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of sending either he or Blutcher to the penitentiary, when both were attempting to do only 

what was fair, burnt deep into his self-control. 

He stepped quickly up to Johnson and glowered down at him. "You're low-livered 
crook," he shouted and was surprised at himself for even saying that. Johnson looked 
surprised too so Holt spoke again. "There has been nothing stolen, 1 tell you, and if there 
was 1 stoieit, 1 was entitled to that grain and I took it from none of Jake's say so, and if I 
hadn't been SO diy^ed good Td a gotten it anyway. Now if you sm low-bellied enqii^ to 
insist on that grain and diat I thrash nine days for noticing, come and get it If s in the bin 
there." 

Holt noticed when he finished he had stepped closer to Johnson and was shaking his 
fist at him. He backed up an inch and Johnson spoke. 

All right," he fired back. "FU do it. Til come this afternoon. You fellows can't pull 
funny stuff with me. How much grain did you get over there?" 

Arlie was about to tell, and then caught himself. Me had the weights in his pocket. 
Even his scoopers did apt Iqciiow wJb^ they werj^i. i\iter a second, which seemgdjajahQiy^ 
Holt said, "find out if you can, Marvin, and remember, that barley was dumped in witfi some 
of my owB iaising, and if you take a kernel too mx^^ Til put you in jail just as sure m flie 
sun sets. You^U find ibece^s motie tbM mm i& ^ county who cmi pot pmpM m jail/' 

Jctescai had 110 ans^cvir l^that B^tnidSsaX^^ a initittfie, niuidUKi^ to^Ms and 

drove off. 



It was less than an hour after Marvin Johnson left before Tom J. Howard of the 
Safety hisurance Company drove into tiie yard, stopping close to the hoiise within ear shout 
of Saiah's sharp ears. He was a large man with big jowls, leather leggings and army 
trousers. He had loi^ b&m a fiiend of Arlie, having made the loan in the first place and 
caUing at tegular intervals since. 

He Wf^Ql4 ^mm mm^ ArHe thought, of all times, and of course, Smuh will have to 
U^t^ Me iM^ d]^a% ke^up fi^ He would tell Howard a thing 

or too, 

"1 came to see about the interest," Howard said much more pleasantly than the past- 
due letter would indicate. 

Holt stepped to the car. "I tell you Tom," he said. '^I thought I would be able to pay 
buti can't do it now. I've a bin of barley, but I'll not sell it on this m^ket. You can just do 
as you please. Put me in jail, or take the place, or go to helL" 

**Now listen. You don't have to sell that barley or pay today* If you just have something 
you can put on a dhaltel mortgage and give me a note for a i^Me, we would be glad to carry 
you. Then you can sell your barley when and where you please." 

Arlie shook his head. ^'Nope." he said. "I haven't a thing. Fm broke today." 

Then he heard the screen door slam and he turned and Sarah cominc; out. Then she 
was stepping up to Howard and speaking, ''Yes, we have too something. The cows belong 
to me and I'll sign a note and give them as security." 

"Fine, Mrs, Holt," Howard said lai^hing and taUdng a blank chattel mortage. "I 
knew well enough we could fix it iq) with you folks." 
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Suddenly Holt remembered how those cows were already mortaa^ed. The second 
moitgage would be a penitentiary offense. Never in his life had he done such a thing, 
intentionally, as to mortgage something twice. He was in enough trouble. He would not get 
into any moie. 

"No you won't," he ordered with all the vengeance he could speak. "You go back in 
the hoii^ and t^d your own knitting and Til tend to mine." He swung his fist He tried to 
act hard. 

Sap^ StOQjd tid<^ with astonishment and then threw her hands up and cried "'oh.*^ As 
she turned ferlhe Iroi^ a slight tremor of guilt touched him for talking to her so before 

company. But he couldn't take it back now. He explained. Those cows would dry up over 
night if they were plastered." 

Then he noticed Howard was turning quite red. There was a sense of satisfaction 
that for once he had talked her down, but still he felt he better explain a little more. ''She 
furnished the money for those cows in the first place. Til sell the farm before ITl mortgage 
them." 

"Ppja't blani^ you a bit," tie said smiliPi apin and puttiii^ bis ^3i^mm% ^ 
wouldn^t either if I were you." He was op^Uig fli0 doctt^ now» ^^sgpmg out, U^tmg a 
cigarette* **¥ou don't care if I loaf here a few minutes do you? rd t&e to lodc at your 
barley." 

Arlie couldn't understand why he wanted to see the barley, but he didn't eare if he 
looked. More than that. Holt discovered Howard wasn't getting mad. He couldn't quarrel 
with a man who wouldn't answer back. 

They walked a few paces toward the bam before Howard spoke again. 1 heard at the 
bank ^bout this grain. Johnson told me the whole story. It amused me. If you sell, he'll 
have you pinched and if he sells, you'll have him jailed," 

"That's about iy Holt i^reed. 'That's tiie reason I can't m^hitt^ciest^m^ 

They stored at the bin. Howard reached deep in the grain for a hwd^ and took it 
to tile light. 

"That's fine grain," he said. "I was suspicious it would be when I heard the land it 

was from. 1 think 1 can sell this grain for you for sixty cents." 

Holt looked at Howard still in distrust. ^^How do you know you can get that much?" 
he asked. 

"Because 1 use to work for the Stywortz Brewing Company before prohibition days 
and Old Man Stywortz has asked me repeatedly to be on the lookout for malt barley for him. 
I have s^t him two loads this season. Good brewing barley is hard to find and usuaUy 
grows on mliing semi-arid land. Go@d barley shouldn't ever get its &et wet you know.'* 

Holt did not ittli^er immediately. He squatted down beside the ^"anary, picked up a 
matdi and ^oted whittling it. Sixty crats was double tiiepdce df ordinary barley. It Was 
too bad they did not know about brewing barley before the rest of it was sold to a cattle 
feeder. That would be close to one thousand dollars for the barley left." 

He looked up at Howard and said, "you call the brewery and if you can get me a 
sight draft for a thousand dollars for sixteen hundred bushels. Til sell it." He whittled 
another match and then added. ''But listen. Don t tell anyone. TU load it tomorrow night." 

The next day Holt was quite busy with errands. He went to see the depot a^ent and 
ordered a car spotted. He made attangem^ts with the local elevator to load the car. Then 
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he ^ployed three truckers with three large trucks, and all of these men had the instructions 

of secrecy. 

That night at ten the three trucks drove into the yard and loaded the barley, driving to 
the elevator where the grain was dumped and elevated direct to the car. It was no more than 
loaded and sealed until the train came and it was gone. Then the trucks whirled around back 
to the elc\'ator and reloaded with more barley. 

The next mcmiuo^ blight and early, ArUe Holt {opc^ and drove to see Jake Blutchen 
Jake came staggeiii^ critt of the house staffing his pipe» his hair rufiQed. ""Why are you 
ddling soesfly?** Jake affiled sHetebing. 

Three heavy tracks were coming up the road, the exhausts pounding mdodiously in 
the crisp morning air. "Do you see those trucks coming?" Holt asked. 

Blutcher looked. "Yes," he answered. "What are they?" 

"Returning your grain/' I loh said. "Mar\ in had us cornered. I was afraid he miglat 
make one of us trouble. You can tell him its here, good feed barley, worth thirty cents." 

"Blutcher smiled. "You need not bring it back," he said. "I'm settled with Marv in. 
There was a Uttle more grain than we thought and 1 gave him my last dollar for a paid in Ml 
rec^pt. He wouldn'thave doae it but he was a little afiaid of you. You must have talked 
(SnetCy mean to him tiie otiher day.** 

Holt suddenly felt quite proud. There was one moie person now, he fimnd, that was 
a&aid of him, who gave him respect. He took a long breath, straightened his shoulders. The 
trucks were slowing down at the comer, the drivers were changing gears. 

"Well, Jake." Holt said, "you're lucky. Here's your barley anyway. It isn't mine for 
sure. 1 have my thrash money, that's all Tm entitled to. Harr> Oleson in the elevator will 
take It back for twenty-eight cents and that'll give you some money to leave on." 

He explained the sale to the brewery and then went home to bretikfast. It was less 
lium an hour before Tom Howard drove in for the sight-draft and his interest. As he started 
to tum afouod to Jimmie pulled at his &ther*s coattail and whispered into his ear. Holt 
waved at Howard ^d stepped to ibe ear and said; 

"Don't tell Sarah where I sold ^tds iml&y. She's a prohfl^itionist you ktaow, and she 
would object something awful if she found out" 



End. 
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Kate realized there had always been something about the farm that Harry would not 
tell. She had heard that every man had his ecccntrieities. Be that true or not. Harry sure 
enough had his. He seemed to dehght to tell her his business deals if she would just let liim 
tell it. If she would just listen and say y^ and no. Usually it happened on the way to town 

OF after i^^^whep the cfaiikli^ M gone to be4 ^ bad teiuEn^ s^e must let him tell 
it Ifshe quizzed ImB he imglit grunt and teUnotfaJi^ She had learned she would find 
out most everything in tfie end anyw ay so why quarrel over it 

Yes. She loved her home, her two children and her husband. He was straight and 
gruff and always in a hurry but that was alright. She would not want a man too perfect. He 
was good to her. always bringing her presents, expensive presents, and he was a money 
maker. At least that w as his reputation and she was proud of that too. 

The farm they owned was his one great mystery. One day he told her lie liad traded 
for it They hQgjm to make preparations to move and they did move. At first she didn't like 
it as well as the rented farm, hut it was theirs, and home and as time wwe on she became 
attached to it like one of the chil^eiL. She planted smm flowm Boxd smm trees and 
although Harry was reluctant to fix u|i vdoidlrli^ cli^ pi&^ file kitchoi. Of course there was 
the mortgage. She remembered §Efyst$ into the bai^ a^d signing a paper, but Haixy never 
told her about it and she presumed it was well taken care of. 

Yes, it was all like so much Heaven to her until she found that letter one day in the 
wood box. She never burned a letter without first Looking. She might bum something 
impoilant. It was merely a slip of paper from the Central Insurance Company in Omaha and 



across the lop in big red type was printed, THIRD PAST DUE NOTICE, INTEREST 



All day she worried over it and at night after the children were asleep she broached 
^e subject She lo^i^w^sjK^tildn't but she felt she had aright Hewassittiiigin 
the big chair, his heels on file stove and fliepi^ held hig^ She admired him even that 
way, his informality, his independence, his pretended la^ of refinement 

"Are you having trouble witfi your loan on die place. Dear?** ^dt questioned as 
meekly as she could while she danied. 

He dropped his paper quickly and looked at her with a feeling of resentment. His 
attitude seemed to be she was a competitor prying into trade secrets. ''No," he answered 
shortly starting to read again. "What made you think it?" 

"I saw a notice in the woodbox," she answered softly. She tried never to raise her 
voice. It helped to keq) him cairn. 
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She did not dare to say more. She would not qumel with him. They were so happy 
together. But as she sat there trying to accumulate courage to undress for bed she couldn't 
help but wonder if he miglit be spending his money on her in place of paying his mortgage. 

But the question seemed to disturb him too. She knew she could hardly have read 
another paragraph w hen he pushed back his chair, tossed the paper on the table in a heap and 
walked off to the bedroom. He did not even return to undress by the fire. She sat a while 
resenting h^ question, then put in the night log. undressed and went to bed* He QeA?€ar moved 
when she crawled in beside him although she knew by bis breathiiig he Wil dot lt$ljE^. She 
reached over and kissed turn but even tiien he did not move. It was a long time she lay 
awake^ but evra at tiu^^ ^ lo^v ^ nmdtmm^iB^^ she &U asleep hefc^he 

She wia^ mf^midA lu^rittg #timiping a^dfund m flie Mteh^. She sensed he 
must be feeling better for he vsras starting the fire and putting the water over that she might 
sleep a little longer, and then, a few minutes later, when she went to the porch for butter, she 
heard him whistling at his chores. It was all so peculiar. She would know better than to ask 
him outright again. But she must find out someway. It was her deal as well as his. She was 
a co-signer to the mortgage. 

It was a couple of days later at breakfast he said, "I've a notion to go to Grand Island 
today to the cattle sale^ Batter gpf^diig.- ' 

She was delimited. Itwasahvaysftmtogo withhim. He was a good ^oi:t and ttio^ 
shotting trips to Ckand Island were about tile only times, it seemed anymore, with the hired 
men and the children, that fliey were alone. It was like going back to their courting days, 
that fifty miles, that tu^o hours ride, and then home again in the evening. Of course their 
courtship was not long, just a few months, but it was a short space in her life that always 
thrilled her when she thought of it. She liked to think of it as love at first sight. We had 
graduated from college and come back to the fann. Her father was an enguieer, always 
moving from one place to another. She was surprised when he asked her to go with him the 
first time, he just home fi-om college where the town was full of pretty girls. She thought it 
a joke at, first, a lark, but it was a lot of fun^ those ear rides, those country ji^es^ those &rm 
dtests. She was surprised and also ddi^ted when he proposed ¥es, shewas 

delighted. SheccmM siittledbim md b^ She 
was weary of moving about. 

As they started home that night after the sale and their supper, driving leisurely, he 
began his usual lingo, rambling from one subject to another, a monologue of his work, his 
losses, his gains. 

"Cattle up a quarter today," he went on. "Those heifers will make a little and the 
steers will make more. Corn's up today though. Had to buy another car. Say, Dear." he 
^anced at her, "I saw a parlour suite today and we^ll get it for Christmas if the market holds 
up." 

'*Whcte^d you get the com?" she asked quieHy, merely to let him know she was 
listeaing. 

"At Osceola. Saw the elevator man today." 

Of course she was interested but her mind ran back continually to that farm 
mortease. It must be botherins him too, she reasoned. She was frugal enoush to know how 
foolish to buy an over stuffed suite with the interest unpaid. Finally she said; 
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**Harry, Dear. Why don't you take my money and pay it on your mortgage. There's 
five thousand of it. 1 only get two per cent and you are paying six. 1 as well loan it to you as 
the government." 

She waited a minute for him to answer but he was not answering. He swung to the 
side of the road and passed a stock truck altogether too closely. She was a little impatient 
with him acting that way. She spoke again insisting slightly but her voice still moderate; 

"Harry. Do hear? Why don't you?" 

"Yes, Kate. Iheaf yau." IBswoids ait^oil '"But I don't have to have my wife 
stake me. Hiat's your money and you keep it. Him ifyou trant to quit you cam, TTiat 
mortgage is all right. Forget it." 

She said no more. She had said too much now. She knew the mortua^e and interest 
was past due but it was a touchy subject with him. Ashamed that be could not pay perhaps. 
Mortified no doubt. She noticed he was not talking any more. The car was speeding up 
toward sixty. He was surely peeved or he wouldn't drive so. They were home in a few 
minutes. 

A^dn^ in tiie moming he was gay. She was oy^eM to ^y no more about the 
mott§^ miM Hik him point blank about things^ It was not necessary for he kept no 
secrete &om her in the end. No. No secrets unless it was of this fenn. She felt he would tell 
that so(ma:0rlsl^if^^^ only be patient 

A week went by and another but he revealed nothing. She tried to forget it as he had 
said but it seemed she couldn't. It was home to her. It was the only home she had ever had. 
As she studied it she thought of many ways she might tlx the house, but Harr\^"s idea, it 
seemed, did not run toward fixine. His thoughts ran more to fumiture or clothes for her. 
She finally decided Harry must have sent the interest without telling her until one day there 
was another letter from the same Central Insurance Company in Omaha. 

She had gone to the mail box, eighty rods distant, for the mail, Harry was in 
Atldn^^ tod wmM UQtbe Imk unfiU nom She studied the envelope all tte^ way bmm. 
HoldfiQ^ it to the she could see that it was more than a past due slip. By the time she 
had arrived at the house her curic^ity had gained a fast n^moitum. "Why shouldnH I kraiw 
about it?" she reasoned. **He can't sell without my signature. We are partners. I will 
know," she said determinedly. 

She took the letter directly to the teakettle and steamed the glue, it was not stuck 
hard. Avidly she unfolded the letter and read : 

Omaha. Neb 
Nov, 25, 1937 

C&GXml Insurance Company 
Dear Mr. Jolteison: 

I am advised M infomi ym we sihall be 
forced to start foreclosure on your farm if payment 

is not made in thirty days. 
Sincerely, 

John H, Albers Secretary. 

Her heart was beating swiftly when she finished reading those words. She was mcMTe 
than bewildered at Harry for telling her to forget it and even thinking of buying her a parlour 
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suite. But she knew^ei^osd not say anything. Slie cardully glued ti^lett» shut and 
placed it on the desk. 

He was home at noon and walked directly to his mail. She watched him w hilc she 
made the salad. \\ ondering his reaction. I le soiled his mail in three ways, one pile of 
important letters to be read at once, one of papers and one of adveitising to be burned. The 
hisurance Company letter was on the bottom. I le picked it up, read the return and tossed it 
on the letters to be burned. Then he hesitated. She saw him glance her way so she went on 
with her salad. His eyes oscillated fix>m her to the desk a time or two, Utea he picked up the 
^vertisii^ circulars, insiurance ccnz^mny letter and all, walked to the stove and tossed them 
in the fire. 

She was dmie that aftmioon before the diitdrra came h(nnefi^ The idea 

of that mortgage still bothered her. She could not bear the thoughts of a foreclosure, the 

advertising, the sale, the secret whisperings about the neighborhood. IIarr\ w as considered 
a good bargainer, she knew. It w as strange he u ould lose the place the second year. It was 
strange he w ould buy her presents with the interest past due. 

Her mind ran back to her own money. It was her father's life insurance but it was no 
good to her. She was piqued at his remark of her quitting him^ That was her remotest idea. 
What was hors was Ms. ^e must help him with it. Th^ is^ no better (dace tiba^ 
home. But how? Finally she decided. She wptiid ga to Omaha. She would take hermcmey 
and pay it on the mortgage. It would be 1^ Christmas present 

She felt easier now at that decision. At supper she suggested, "Harry, you Imdw I've 
been thinking how it would be nice to go to Omalia for a week, I could visit Lora for a few 
days and do some Christmas shopping." 

"Fine/" he said. "Til take care of the kids. Be a good vacation for you. And you can 
just buy your Christmas present — your parlour suite," He smiled at junior. "That'll be tine 
won't it, son?" 

''But Harry," she remonstrated, "That's too much this year. We can get along*" 

His £Bice lost it's ^Doile. "^NoitianV He clQ^>edius words. '1 told you you could 
have it Youbdterpck it c^ qr I n^ get you cme you don^t like." 

Sbe iinnied&d^ diai^ged ike subject and soon die children were laughing again and 
happy rtteir father had won the argument and their mother would have her present. 

She made part of the preparations iov her trip in secret. When Harry was in (ireeley 
for a day she went to the post office and called for her money. When it came she hid the 
draft in the bottom of her bag. When she was ready she kissed her family goodbye and left, 
Harry taking her to the bus. 

She could hardly wait until morning after her arrival at her cousins before she called 
at the Central Insurance office. She was surprised to find it a small concern with a one room 
office in the top of a bank building* She called for Mr. Albers and after a few minutes wait 
she usbered to aprivate office bdiind a snudl row of ^^^aphos. 

Mr. Albers ime from a mahogany de^ laying down his glasses. He was medhiin 
height, slightly fleshy, slightly bawled, dressed very well and about her same age. His eyes 
glanced up and down as she entered. She hoped her clothes were all right. Her coal v\ as a 
dark plush, her hat was becoming and she knew she was quite good looking. Why should he 
look at her like that? But she soon forgot the question for his smile took her attention. With 
preciseness and, she thought, a bit of insolence he spoke first, "Mrs. Redlan, 1 believe." 

^Tes. Mr. Albers?" 
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He smiled again. He handed her a chair. 

She stuttered slightly, ^"My husband^s mortgage. I believe you hold it?" 
''Yes. It's due you know." 

"1 know." Her heart was beating hard. "What is the amount by now?" 
'It is for eleven thousand. Mrs. Redlan, and back interest." 

"Yes. That's right. " She really did not know the aniQiMit She was stirprised it wais 
so nuach. It was toomiidi. Her faith in Hsrry's jii^^pnent subsided a trifle and then she 
&0li^i^ must s^ogize for lbm^*s mi h^a^hmm Mms&lf. She was ^^^imi^ to 
have to do his wbik. "Harry is not well " she mentioned ^ily. **He wanted me to stop and 
see you. See if you would renew if he paid five thousand." She drew the draft from her bag. 

Albers brightened up materially and a different feeling pre\ ailed at once. I le smiled 
and a bit of deviltry appeared in his eyes. "Yes, Mrs. Redlan. That would straighten it up in 
fine shape." He moved quickly to a file and brought forth a sheath or papers. 

'Til give you a receipt and send the papers to hmi tomorrow." 

'"Oh no," she exclaimed and she nearly ^oke tQO loudly. "Not now. I wish Mr. 
Albers you'd wait. Wait a while, this is a present you see. I wantlo teU him." 

And then she titoi^^ how it looked for h^ tO:^y his im^ip^e* Ilat was a disgrace 
to him. She @i|dained This is money he made a few years ago md gave it to me to 
k^ for reserve* for occasions." 

He looked at her in bewilderment and then a smile crept into his eyes, even more 
than before. She did not like that smile but he soon was talking again. "Ceilamly, Mrs. 
Redlan. We'll do as you wish. " He proceeded to write. 

Finally he looked up. '"You say Harr\' is sick?" 

He called him Harry. She explained quickly, "Nothing serious. Just influenza. Do 
you know him?" 

"Oh yes. Harry and I were in college together. I haven't seen him since we 
paduiiti^. IweiitintDtfae u^iiiaa^ Strauop how folks will 

grt spUt up isn't it, Mrs. Redlan?" 

She was again a little bemldered diat she bad not heard Harry tell of Mr. Albers and 
still there were so many in college. "I know he'll be glad to hear of you," she replied arising 
and pulling on her glove. 

Noticing her he stopped his writing, his pencil in mid-air, ''By the way. Mrs. Redlan. 
Would you not take lunch with us? 1 am expecting Mrs. Albers any minute now. She will 
be glad to have you." 

"Did she know Harry too?" 

"Just sli^Uly^ Mrs. Redlan. Methun m&s^ I think" 

*T4 hate to intmde," Kate offered although she knew she might be deserving of the 
dinno: for the payma^ ^e madb:. 

He offered her the agaifi. Hewas one of &ose people whom you mmat refiise. 
He took up the telephone and called Fontenelle for a reservation. 

He handed her a paper to read. It was near noon. Tlirough the door she could see the 
clerks preparing to leave for lunch and then through the outer door she saw a lady enter. She 
was older than the clerks but still strikingly beautihal. Her fur coat was luxuriant although it 
might have been several years old, her once jet, black hair showed streaks of silver, her eyes 
snapped, her ^e imder the coat of rouge, made one suspicious of southern blood, and her 
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eairiiigs, aIMetoo ]aise,d^^edc€n^ciiGi^ She waU^ straight to ^et^Bce. Albcars 
was back by the time she arrived. 

"Meet Mrs. Redlan, Leto." he said courteously. ''She has just made a payment on 
Harry's loan.— money he had made and given to her. 1 asked her to lunch with us." 

"Glad to meet you," Mrs. Albers responded. She put out her hand but the shake was 
limp. There was a coldness to her response, Kate felt, although everything was proper 
enough. Perhaps a feeling of superiority of city people over country folks. She was 
beginning to feel sorry she accq>ted the invitation, but it was too late now. She would 
excuse Itself eady. 

Alb^ took his hat and coat and the three left, he offering the way with the ease of 
cnltiiFe wd long practice. She eotddm't help but like &e man, his suave way in contrast wiib 
the sharp countenance of his wife. 

Even at the meal he did most the talkiniz, askinu about Ham . about his business, 
telling of his school pranks, or Harry's shrudeness in business \ entures. "We all knew he 
would he rich some day. He is one man in the state perhaps, who pays nearly half lus loan 
in this drouth year/' 

'it just proves my theory out," he continued, "It's bom in a man to make money like 
it's bom in a hml dog to hunt Harry went into femmg, a down and out proiession and gets 
rich. I go into insurance, one of tiie best lines^ and witii moratoriums, foreclosures, tiiieving 
tenants, I struggle along and hardly hold tc^elher." 

But as he taraMed on Kate noticed Mts. Alb^ was still aloft, ta:lking only when 
spoken to. Her gaze was across the room or into the lobby and when tlie meal was over she 
calmly smoked her cigarettes and was the only one of the three that smoked. Kate thought it 
all strange, wondered if she were jealous, but Kate knew nothing had been done or said that 
would cause reason for it. 

At the first opportunity Kate begged to go. '"I was to meet my cousin in front of 
Brandise at one/' She arose. 

''We*U take yilii lbea^,'' he said hei^ing har m with h@r coat luid looking al his watch, 
^e have five minut^.^ When alighted fiom his car he sai^ 
stop v/hen he comes down. Seems like old times.'* 

The remaining days in the city flew swiftly but none too swiftly. She arranged to 
have a parlour suite sent, buying a cheap one with the privilege of canceling the order. Siie 
had had her visit and she wanted to be home. She wanted to tell Hairy of his (Christmas) 
present. Of course he might pout for a few minutes but he couldn't help but be glad. A 
mortgage, she felt, was like the old man of the sea on Sindad's neck. She would give Harry 
ail she had. Show him she had faith in him, that she would never leave him. Yes she still 
loved him even if her estimate of his business judgment had dro{^>ed materially in spite of 
Mr* Albers deductions. 

It was near evening viibm arrived. The children wa:e jubilant and Junior danced. 
Mary had got supper and insisted her mother did not help. It was home to Kate, a home 
they could keep now without doubt, home that she had helped to buy, home wiA her kiddies 
and I hiiT\ . Yes. e\ en Harry, unemotional as he tried to be, was radiant. He joked w ith 
jiuiior and helped Mar\ set the table. 

It w as nine before the children w ere asleep. When things were quiet he dropped his 
paper and said, ^ Have a good time Sweetheart?" 
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"Yes Harry, but Fm glad to gel home. And I've been wanting to tell you. I saw a 
friend of yours, a school friend named Albers. Did you know he was there?" 

"Jack?" Harry sat up straight and nearly shouted. ''How 'd you happen to see him?" 

"It was this way Dear." She stepped over to the edge of his chair and put her arm 
over hiiii. "I went and your mortgj^, or part of it. I couldn't think of losing the place 
with my money in the poi^ q£Eu^«" He was sitting straights Wm, Sto Mdd fhi^e was 
war m his eyes. She must cahn him. She kq^ talking in a low voice, '^es, I met him. He 
andhiswifeto^&me t^lmek Iwassony yoa wefe n^^b^ra He told a liit ^things aboirt 
you and ^me of the trieks he played, — " 

"He's still up to his tricks?" Harry stormed. "You saw Leto too? How did she 

look?" 

"Yes Dear. 1 saw her. She's very pretty, dark you know, but pretty. She was not so 
friendly as he. Said she had met you once." 

"Once!" he expostulated. "And you paid the five thousand?" He seemed not to hear 
her at all. 

"Yes Dear." Her anm WCfe over his should@|^ y^ bijit he sUU simtuo^ iq>^ and 
then he relaxed and s^ back. 'ICate^^be ga^^ ^^y^dyoudo it? I'm beat again. 
The plaee "vmn't wordi near me eleven ^otisand. I just gave two hundred for possession.'' 

He sat for a moment slunk down and as he arose and started for the becb^oom he said, 

"I had him sweating for a while though." 

She watched him in a daze and then he was soine to bed the same as he had the other 
night. She couldn't bare to have him do that again. She called, "Harry. Harry. I'm sorry. 1 
didn't understand." Tears filled her eyes. 

Instead of going on he stopped half way and turned, his hands clinched as if to fight 
She looked up at him through the mist of the tears. ''Harry* Harr\'." she wept. 

He started back. She didn't know wl^ would happen. He mi^t beat her, kill her, 
s^e didn't 0ai@* Shehadbliii^lan@dL He was &e shrewd coie^scn^ t^m^ He stopped short 
in fiont of her like Ceasar migjht issuing a d^lh ^i^rt^t, Him he put his arms out slowly, 
^nnd aitdifrewlier close. She lay her head on his heart and could hear it beat. "Dear " 
he said much lower this time, "You're prettier than she ever thought of being. Yes, and ten 
times nicer." 

Then he started off again but she held on, "Fm sorry, but, but, — '* 

"It's al! right/' he blurted defiantly. "Forget it." He stroked her hair. "Forget it 1 tell 

you. And by the way. Did you get that parlour suite? You didn't say. Did you get a good 

one?" 



End. 
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GOOD TIMBER 



George G. Gowen 



Looking vqp fiom her coffee Veia Simmons spoke with censure, ^You si^ you wrote 
the loan company to come and get the ferm?" 

She had just settled down to breakfast after getting the children bundled and off to 

school. She was a pretty woman with dark red hair, pink cheeks and very blue eyes. 

Tom Simmons poured some more cream on his cereal without looking up at her. He 
was slightly bald, thin and tall. 1 le did not know what to say; whether to defend or excuse 
his letter. He dreaded her reaction whichever it might be, in temper or in weeping. He 
really believed her temper was the preferable of the two evils for then he could usually joke 
with her and make her laugh eventually. Wh^ she wept there was no cure. 

"Yes dear," he finally answered wrote 'em just that The interest is past doe and 
die taxes are oi^imd and I havra't an^ tncmey to pay diem widt More dian diat these big 
loan companil^ afe hifafdess. Nothing pefsi^iid about You are just a number on tiielr 
files. If you make your payments you are all right — if you don't you are out of luck. And 
please sweethc.ti i. don't fuss. We're whipped and that is all there is to it. Well try again, 
something else, and perhaps be better off in the end/' 

"You aren't coins to ui\ e them the fami outritzht. are vou?" she stammered. 

"No. of course not. We'll either get a year's stay for nothing or perhaps they'll pay 
us the cost of the foreclos^e for a quick claim deed. £ither way is better than trying to fight 
a ten miUion dollar insurance company." 

"Are you goiiitg to lose the diousand dollars you paid on the note too? The thousand 
you made off diose western colts that y^ur?*' 

'*Yes dear, of (X)urse we*ll lose that too. But I can't help it now. I gatnbted wi& *em 
I could make it and I lost. They won. That's all there is to it." 

"Shouldn't ever have paid ihc thousand." She spoke in a sad tone. ''But one miglil 
know anything you do would turn out wrong." 

He shoved back from the table a bit defiantly, taking his coat from the hook. "Right 
you are,'' he answered. "For a fact, it seems, what ever 1 do is wrong. I shouldn't have paid 
the thousand. That would have saved our necks now. 1 shouldn't have farmed at all the last 
five years. I know that now too. 1 shouldn't have bought the farm in the first place just 
ahead of die drouth. I shouldn't have mortgaged my stufflastyi^ to die intra^ I 
shouldnH have ^ mmied when I can't even grow a mA focire dian that ^j^u're as 
big a chump as I for marrying a man ^rt csm^t earn a decmt livmg fer you.*' 

He opened the door and stepped out. She was answering but he did not catch it. At 
first he didn't care what she said. It was nothing good, he knew that, but still he wondered 
what it w as. Did she admit she was a chump for manying him or \\ as she defending herself 
saying he had money once and she thought he had sense enough to keep it. 

He finished his morning chores. He had nothing unportant to do that day. It was 
cold, and he would like to loaf around the house part of the time and read die new book they 
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got for Christmas, but he would not do it and hsten to Vera. She would u hinc because she 
could not have more clothes, because the car was getting old. because they had dropped out 
of the elete pait\' crowd in tow n, because they needed new w all paper, because nothing but 
weeds would grow in the lawn last summer, because they had no hog to butcher, because of 
the dust storms, because it wouldn't rain, because they were lomg the place and the 
thousand dollars, and because the country m gSEioal had gone to die dogs. 

But he couldn't htlp it. He had done the best he knew, which wasn't good enough 
apparently. He had tskea tiie cjiance Bind lost. It wi^s wafer ovm llie dam. He Mt like trying 
to get away from it all whenever he thought of it, but he tried not to ^ink of it. He put his 
hand in his pocket and feh a fifty cent piece there. That was his pile and still it wasn't. 
There was a milk ciicck coming, and sonic eggs lo sell. Enough to live another week 
without asking for a government grant. 

He had an errand to the house. I le did not see Vera at first. The breakfast dishes 
were still on the table, dirty. He stepped to the front room and she was lying on the couch 
Giying, her lithe and rounded form stretched crosswise, h^ hair ruffled, uncombed. 

''Ah Vera d^,'' he pl^d, "^vmsx tbings c^uld l^gipeit None of us has died or even 
got sick. Everyone else is broke too.** He laid his hand ov&t hm shoulda:s. 

'That doe^'t he^ us any because aie tooke toe," stormed tmsing up. 
"Others may be broke but they have things. Johnson's have a new car. Coleman's had their 
house redecorated. Lindstriims arc going to Florida. Maxson's arc having a big paily." 

'^1 don't know how ihcv do it," he pondered. ^^Grant money, perhaps, but Vd rather 
go without than to ask for a grant." 

"You don't go without. You have things yourself," she challenged. "You could 
borrow money to buy those fancy colts. You paid seventy dollars for that chicken mash. 
Are they more inqiortant than I?" 

*%ut Vera, dear. That's for business. That'll come back after while, don't you see, 
with a piofi^ paiiaps.*' 

**Profit to pay the loan company." 

He could not miswOT. Hi^ were talking in circles. For a fact he had paid every 

cent he could toward the interest, but that wasn't enough. He looked at Vera, his hands on 
his hips, his dark brown eyes in bewilderment. She was right in a way but he couldn't help 
it now . And he couldn't stand the wails. He turned to the door, walked out to the garage, 
backed out the car and drove to town. 

It was better in town. All the fellows who loafed around the oil station were as hard 
up as Tom or worse. They joked about the drouth, about their old shoes, about their charge 
accounts, and assured the oil station man he would g€t QO pay this year. 

Yes, it was betfe^ here than at home. He wished Yam like the men at town. 
But if she enjoyed wailing, it was all right with hkn. He'd loaf up town. 



By eleven o'clock he had found out who was having his car repaired in the garage, 
had interviewed the cheese-maker, the barber, the druggist and was putting in a second 
session at the oil station. He felt guil^ to waste hi$ time so, but there was not much to do at 
home. As he sat mi the little box by an oil barrel, aman came in the door. He was middle- 
aged, smooth shav^ had a friendly smile and he wore leather l^^gs. 
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He addressed the crowd, "IsT.M. Simmons here?" 

"Present." Tom answ ered rising, and ihe two stepped outside. 
"My name IS Renals. Tni with the Acme Insurance Company. You wrote about 
your loan." 

"Yes, yes," Tom answered. His heart was performing a clog dance. He had not 
expected the representative so soon. "Would you like to get a deed to-day, or make 
settlement,—?" 

"I'd like to go and see^ place first," Renals spoke. "Could you go out nowT' 
'Tes," Tom answered. about five minutes I can go." 
'^That's all right, FU wmt tiiat long, Vm in a fittk liiitcy bowever f<» I wmt to go to 
Broken Bow to-night." 

Tom hesitated, then stammered. "You will stop to dinner then?" 
"Well,'' Renals demurred, "If you don't mind. Don't go to any trouble. A lunch 
will be tine." 

''Sure, sure/' Tom urged. 'Take pot luck with us. I'll be ready in a few minutes and 
you can follow me out." 

Tom ran ioto tibe bak^ and called home. He knew would be furious but he 
couldn't help it Be jmt had to invite the man to eat. It mi^t mean a &vor in return 
sometime^ a job» or a recommendation or something. 

"Hello, Vera " be cried into the transmitter, "I'm bringing a man home to dinner. 
We won't eat until about one, You Ml have time." 

"Take him to the restaurant." she called back. 

"I can't Vera. I can't." He did not want to tell her over the phone tliat he didn't have 
money enough. "Shall I bring something?" 

He heard her complain again so he hung up and ran out. She could get the meal all 
right, he knew, and Renals could eat it too. Vera's food was always cooked well and there'd 
be enough for one more. He knew she could if she would just sweeten her disposition a 
little. 

It was oily a lbw minutes before the two cars arrived in the yardL. ^ shall be out m a 
jiffy," Tom told Renals running into the house. When he was inside he saw Vera standing in 

the dining room door. Her breakfast dishes were not done. She did not speak. Her eyes 
were red and her apron dirty, her hair ycl uncombed. 

"Just a lunch dear," he begged. "You have time, it's the loan man. We must treat 
him nice. He might help me get a job." 

''Seems like we're giving him enough in the farm without the meal. Why didn't you 
take him to the cafe?" 

"I couldn't sweetiieaEt Ife's m a hunyandhewatifiedfDsti^. They get tired of 
restaurant stuff. We'll lode at tibe fiirm first It'll be cme o'clock sy^way.'* 

He was still begging wli@u he backed out of door but she had not moved. He ran 
to flie woodpile and took her an armful of sticks. Cobs would be better for a quick fire but it 
had been three years since he had raised conn enough to shell. Back into the liouse he 
noticed she was indolently picking up the diily dishes. "And dear," he pleaded, "put on a 
better looking dress and slick your hair a little." 

"1 haven't any better dress," she retorted sharply as he closed the door. 
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He humed to Rcnals car. It was a new machine, dark green, and Tom could hardly 
hear the engine. He had no idea why Renals was so anxious to see the fann. It was just that 
and no more and no less. But Tom would show it to him if he wished. Then he would know 
better where the lines were. 

"Lets drive out in the field to the highest point if we can," Renals spoke shifting the 

gears. 

Tom opened ttie gate and they turned east *This was com," Tom explained an they 
drove along the torn-row, the feeble staB^ having bumed white and broken over early in the 
season from the heat and drouth. "Not an ear from this field in three years." 

'"I know. 1 know/' Rcnals answered headine Tom off. 
"And this was alfalfa but it killed out. Thistles now." 
"Very evident." Rcnals answered again. 

They were on top of the hill now . Renals took some papers from his portiblio and 
stepped out ''Can we see the comers here?" he asked. 

Tom pointed. "See that fence on the further hill, Way over? Right over iimt 
windmill?" There wa?e a fhousaiKl hills» gK^mik buf^o grass, specked with cat-steps, 
and on om peal^ nmnmg h^i^ a fence clm^ to a desolate comer post 

Renals drew a nmp. He mioiced the fietcb, toming as he "Hits field of thirty 
acres, average about twenty bushels, the B. field, say forty bushels, and the alfalfa, say two 
tons." 

"It averaged about zero the last five years," Tom interrupted, 
'i know. 1 know." Renals kept on writing- Finally he looked up. "That timber is 
not on you?" 

"Yes. Aboutthirty acres of it. ' 

"Let's drive over tiiere»" R^ials spoke quickly and climbed into the con 
Tbe giove was in a canyon, a small creek across the comer. Roials stopped bX die 
top and feasted his eyes. 

*'BeaiitifiilB(^H]dfiit! Whyan»*tydiici]ttmgit?" 

"I do cut some," Tom answered. *The crooked and dead trees. That's enough for 

our fuel. Hardly be right to cut any more. Spoil the security wouldn't it?" 

''Yes. it would, Mr. Simmons, but most men would cut it anyway/" 

They walked down into the canyon, the tall ash and cottonwoods towering fifty to a 
hundred feet. A few squirrels hopped from one branch to another. 

"You know Mr. Renals, there's something sacred about these trees to me. The next 
fellow will cut them sure as fate, but I can't do it. Dad and I planted 'em when I was little, 
thirty years and I remember when we hoed die weeds we had to be carefid not to cot off 
atree. Dad is gone now but these trees are h^ yet. rmgd&Q^ai^^n^year solwon't 
have to be around when the next fellow starts cutting." 

"Beautiful! Beautiful!" Renals said again as they climbed the hill going out. 

"Now listen," Tom interrupted at the brink of the hill. He gave a yell and it echoed a 
time or two. "Like in a big. empty cathedral" 

"Yes. ^'es. Beautiful! Beautitull Say. Tom, 1 would like to live here! Tdhavea 
picnic every night and build a cabin down here too/' 

"Well," Tom returned, "No one is stopping you." 
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n^oals did not reply. They walked on to the bams. A team of roan colts fed at die 
rack. A big team of sorrel mares was at the tank. 

'"Nice team." Renals remarked stopping to look at one's teeth. "Why don't you sell 
them and pay your interest?" 

^'Couldn't do it. 1 mortgaged theni last year to pay interest. And those colls are 
mortgaged too. Just speculating with them." 

"Do you deal in horses?" 

"A little How and then. But 3^tt know, to deal in hofses you have to take advantage 
of tiie other fellow's ignorance* If you a neighbor what the hwse is worlfa you can't 
make anything. And if you buy his horse forty dolbffs too c^heap, it is not fidr to the 
neighbor after he has gone to all the trouble of raising it. I decided Fd nudce my money 

some other \\ ay, or go without.'* 

"You'll not get rich if you feel like that/' Renals added. 

"Oh, I could make it if it would rain. That's all I need is rain." 

They looked over the buildings and then moved on to the house, stepping each off 
and Renals making a note of each one. They wCTe into the house then, it was one. Tom 
smelled the coffee and the dinn^. The front room was straig^hfeened some. The break&st 
dishes were oat of sjgltt.. He saw Vesa in tiie Idtc^en, horJhair^ll lufQed, h^iptm stiU 
dirty. She might have chai^gBd and fixed up a little for ^e visitor even if he (TdixO wasn't 
wortihit. 

He called her from the kitchen. "Mr. Renals, this is my wife." Then he felt he must 
apologi/e for her looks. "Been pretty busy lately, canning meat. Hard to keep dungs 
straight w ith the children and all." He wondered if Renals would believe it. 

**Don"t worry about me," he laughed. "Running in this way 1 don't expect a banquet. 
Just a lunch is all I need. 1 have a family of five boys and 1 know what it is to have a caller 
come in unexpected." 

She forced a smile and wallced back to the kitclien. He followed her out and to the 
sink and washed. He talked continuously between blows. Thra back into the dlniiigioom 
he looked at tiie books and furniture, '^ice old book-case you have there," he said, **and 
clock too." 

"Hundred years old and still running," Tom explained, "My grandfather brought it 
from Wisconsin. Had a notion to sell it and pay the interest." 

"Wouldn't do it/" Renals said shortly. "If you have to sell the furniture to save the 
place you better let it go." 

They were being seated at the table now. "You have a beautiful place here Mrs. 
Simmons. Wonderful tirabo". Most timber has been cut you know, the last five years. You 
should get your husband hem to build some cabins down th^ane^'' 

•Tfoucan." Tom said. "I'U come and n^ottticif^u." 

"Wouldyoiieiae^Ihad another ineee of R^iials askod. ^That's wondoiiil 

cake." 

"All you want. Mr. Renals." This was the first she had spoken. The red was leavmg 
her eyes. "Junior had a birtliday yesterdax . This was left over." 

There was a pause in the eon\ ersaiion and Tom thought perhaps no\\ was his time to 
speak. "Couldn't help me get a job as an appraiser could you? I always thought 1 could do 
it. Tve had farm experience. I've been to college. I've tried time and again but never had a 
fiiend in that work to help me/' 
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"1 could not help you/" Renals replied. 'Tm in danger of losing my own job. The 
government is making so many loans now that our business has fallen off" lie took a drink 
of coffee and continued. "But why would you leave here where you are at home w ith your 
wife and children, and good food, for a job on the road? For a week at a time 1 don't know 
where my boys are playing. The wife has almost all the work to do and tbey hardly know 
me whea l get home. And ^lis beautiful place^ Tiees» pasture, out^K^i, aiul no one to bo^ 
you aroimd or fire you. Man, Fd like to trade places with ym if I could." 

"I wouldn't leave if I could help it, eatl^,'* T<^$aid. ^ut^ere comes an m 
all good things I guess.'* 

Renals looked across the table and smiled at Vera. She smiled a trifle too, Tom 
thouglit, tlie first for several days. 



They sat for some time after the meal telling of college days. It happoied Renals had 
graduated fircNm the Univ^ity the year before Tom i^tc^ed. Finally Renals arose and wait 
to the car for his typewriter and pikers. ^If I could sit at tiie table,^ he said, ^or a few 
mdUules^ rn rmim my report and we'll strai^ten ttus thing up.'* Vera deared the dti^ies, 
working swiftly. 

"The loan/' he spoke as he wrote, ''was originally fifty-four hundred. You have paid 
a thousand. The pasture is worth, say. ten dollars an acre, the level land eigiilw the hill field 
forty, the buildings total up to three thousand and that adds up to ten thousand. And then the 
timber. We'll call that another thousand." 

"And your cliildren,'' he continued half to himself, ''there are two, and your wife's age 
is 34." He was reading partly from a previous report. "And your taxes are not paid tor '36 and your 
interest of S 1 20.00 is only partly paid. And your character?" He stopped here wd loolced ova: at 
Vera smiling slightly. "What shall we call his character, Mrs. Simmons?" 

She really soiled this time. ''He's pretty tough. ' she answered. Tom didn't know 
what he wrote, ft was a short woopd and thai Renals figured soiii& more with his p»cil. 

**Now Mr, Shnmoiis^'' he smd looking 1:9 at Tom as if the fiital moment had come. 
"Your loan is now $4400.00 and adding fifty ddltes for the balance of the interest impaid, 
and a hundred and fifty for your taxes unpaid and one hundred ten for the interest that is due 
next month, the new loan will, be about $4700. If that will be all right we shall send you the 
mortgage papers next week." 

Renals was folding his typewriter now. "Nothing to pay for a year?" Tom 
exclaimed. 

' No. Mr. Simmons. That '11 give you a chance to get a crop. You've nothing to pay 
with until then have you?" 

^o," Tom iBtiswered fe^y. 

Rj^ials wasiHckk^i^hkcoatandhatnow. He turned to Vera. "That was a fine 
dinner, Mrs. Simmons. You don't know how I apprecii^ it Now I can go right on witflQirt 
stopping. And you have a pretty home here. TUbringmy wifeaflidboysupsomdtitiieifl 

can find them all at once, and we shall have a picnic if you don't care. And your husband. 
Be careful of hini. He's a tough customer." 

He \\ as outside now. preparing to leave. **Broken Bow tonight. Lexington to- 
morrow, Jiemingford the next, and if I'm lucky, home Saturday." 
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He had be^ talking with Vera at the door and then he turned to Tom and said, "Must 

take one more look at the trees, Tom." I Ic stcpjuxi to the edge of the house and looked over 
the canyon. "Fine timber. Tom. Fine limber. If I had a fann like this I'd never go to town/*' 

*'And you folks aren't going to take it?" Tom asked still not quite understanding. 

''No. Why would we take your farm when you're doing as well or better than we 
could*'' Then he became more serious. "Now get that out pf your head »bgut our taking 
your farm. You dp your part and we Ml do ours, and if it never rains again we'll all lose." 

Then he turned to Vera and said, "I don't know whether ymi realize it or not but 
there are veiy few of our borrowers in this section who have done better than your husband 
has." 

He was opening his car door now. he was in, he was starting the engine, he was 
turning around, he was leaving, one haiui on the w heel, one waving. There was a cloud ot 
dust. Tom watehed him. In a minute he was a mile down the road turniuLr w est. Vera had 
gone back into the house. The colts wanted to go out mto the field. Tom moved toward the 
bam. 



It was a couple of hoius before he was back to the house. He tended the colts, he 
ground a little com for the chickens, (sixty cent com that had been trucked in fixim Iowa) 

and he took a saunter into the timber again. 

1 Ic heard Vera singing as he stepped onto the porch. As he moved into the house he 
saw her washing dishes. Her hair had been combed, tight like he liked it, she had a clean 
apron, the sto\ e w as singing with a cake in the oven. 

''Sweetheart,'' he said, ''Let's see it we can't cut a tew logs and build a summer cabin 
in the grove . F 1 1 borrow a iiole money if I have to and perhaps we can rent the cabins in the 
summer and that will help p^ the interest" 

She was beaming. **1^iat would be fon^ She came nearer, put her 

hands t^ and he kissed her. 'Tom," she whispered, **Do you love me yet?' 

"How could I help it," he answered. He held her tight. She was pretty and nice too 
with her clean apron and her shining, copper-colored hair. 

£nd. 
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THEM THAT HELP OTHERS 



By George Gowm 



Around the mi^bc^Ktod of Jmoiiue Maitus's heart, there was a tingli^ of nostal^. 
He pe^isd his foot m &e ai^D^e^or a little hmk^ as 1^ passed throu^ Westerville and 
the speedometea: swirled tDWItfd Forty iiifles fitmi tibat corner by the church and he 
would be home. He loved that little town of North Loup. He wanted to live there, marry, 

make his home there, be an integral part of that tiny beauiilul village. In his rear view 
min'or he could see the red Nebraska sun, big and round, sinking as he dipped into the 
swales, popping out again as he sailed over the hills, silhouetting trees, elevators, 
farmsteads, and making amethyst castles with silver borders in the straggling clouds. 

Yes, he had a good job, as jobs go. This month he had been m Colorado buying 
cucuteAi^ seed» next month to Montana for alfalfa seed, then south to Kansas for canes and 
soi^iitt^ thi^ Mexico and Washington. As&r s^jobjswerecoiu^TOedhehadbe^hK^ 
His &ther had been a well to do grain man and had helped him. After college he had 
wod^ iti1fa@ b9l3ik Then he got wind of this job as seed buyer. He knew 

seeds. He had learned it in the elevator. It was &n at first, but after a few years the thrill 
disappeared. He would give his job up for one of half the pay if he could be at home again 
each night, if he didn't have to eat fried potatoes at restaurants and if he might see Aim more 
often. 

He flipped on his lights. A half an hour more and he would pull up to the curb by 
Ma Allan's cafe. He always parked there if he could. It was Saturday and there would be a 
crowd on die streets. He wondered if Ann would be looking for him, wondered if she wore 
home £K>m KcttiQ^ school. He had dropped hca: a letter and asked her to have si^p^ wi^ 
him. He nitli^f get better acquainted with her if he were home mom He wtitidaiied if 
she was going to teach again. It was almost usdi^ fi^ her to try to write him, so difficult 
was it to forward letters all the time. 

He wondered about Harvey Prien. Jimmie and Harvey had gone to school together. 
Jimmie owned the building where Harvey's Grocery was. Harvey just couldn't make it, it 
seemed. He was a fine fellow in every way except for finance. He was on the School 
Board, Superintendent of the Sunday School, Boy Scout leader and President of the 
Community Club. O^ce in a while he paid his rent; more often he didn't. Jimmie supposed 
he should make him pay or move, but Harvey had a wife and three childrra. Jimmie had no 
family imd he could stand the Ims of Ihe rent When Emv^^s money didn't come, Jimmie 
marked it paM mym^. He wouldn't have Harv^ owing him* 

JtoiMetisi^ tip ov^ P^^a^^oo BSU ^ sa^ the lights. Tm txiiles tnore, tm 
minutes longer. He wondered then how Art Thomas was coming in the Building and Loan 
Association. Art was the secretary and was sick and had tlireatened to quit. Art was a 
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brofettr-^in-law of Hfffvey. Jiminie had told Aem both, if Art resigned, to let him know as he 

would like the job. Surely they would help him out when the time came. 

Jimmie's car sped across tlic wooden bridge three miles out. I lis mind wandered 
back to the association. The directors really did the hiring. At least tour of them w ere 
obligated to Jimmie. Tom 1 Icnsey, Ike Larson, Dr. liall and Art Thomas had all received 
favors. Old Karl Kocher was the fifth. He was independent and rich. Jimmie could not 
bank on him, but he could make it without his vote. Jimmie had spoken to all of tfa^. 

lie puUed U> th^ e(%e of ^wn and Mw the li^ts swingii^ blinking. One more mile, 
onemmenmmte. Thra he tamed into main stiee^his wrol&^^owly^alo^ 
and to the curb by Ma Allen's. He had in^nted to eat there. She knew whal he liked, what 
agreed with his stomach. That had been his headquarters since his father died. 

He stepped out of his car. stretched, adjusted his tie and moved to the walk. 
Everyone knew him. He waved this way and that, smiling, tipping his hat. He pushed on, 
so glad to be there, wondering if Ann would be there too. Yes, there she was. tucked back in 
the shadows, bashfiil, sedate, with hair the color of old bronze, eyes blue as the evening sky. 
''Hello, Ann," he said. "I was afraid you were not here." 

She glanced u^ to his lean, hollow cheeks, his straight thin fonn. 'You've been 
working too hard i^ain," she said. 

She took his lom and they went scimi^ into tiie restaurant A plump, smiling lady, 
witii White apnm, jumped up firom bdiifid the counts, ^ello Jimmie Boy,** she greeted. 
"Come right over to this booth. I'll have your supper in two jerks and no fried taters either." 

"Two of them/" he called. ''A glass of milk for me." 

He and Ann sat dow n. "How are you?'' he asked. "It seems good to see you again." 
She smiled but hex blue eyes were serious, "iionest! 1 supposed you see lots of nice 

girls," 

"Not like you," he interrupted reaching over and touching her tiand. "They don't 
make 'em like you very often, HxnL*' 

She smiled agai% bi^ blushed too, but Ma Allan was^ onmi^ now. She placed the 
dishes down. '"Glad t' see y' home ag*in, Juniaie Boy,'* she said. 'Heard some news 
yesterday. I wished you were here." 

•"What is it?^^ he smiled. ^^Good news or bad?" 

She leaned o\ er and whispered. "Art Thomas has resigned. 1 heard him and the 
Banking inspector talking. No one knows it yet but me. You better get the job. You're 
qualified, y' know better 'en anyone I can think of." 

Jimmie 's heart leaped but he held back his enthusiasm. 'It would be nice to be home 
with you all," he answered. 

He oGUld haidly talk for a monmt He knew he must work now, interview the 
board. Thc^ tni^ elect a secietaiy airy day at a special meeting. 

Fiimlly he turned to Ann. could get that job^ Ann, ^od coidd be at home-?" 

She looked toward the table, embarrassed, then out, then back to him. "I always did 
love you. Jimmie Boy," she answered. 

He wanted to kiss her right there but the door sw ung open and I larvey Prien stepped 
in. He was tall, smiUng. buoyant, affable. He saw Jimmie and came su^aight to the bootli. 

Jimmie waved. " How's it go, Harry? he asked. 
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''Not so good/' Harvey answered. Jimmie tliought he always answered that way. 
apologizing for not paying, the rent perhaps. Til have to give it up 1 guess," he continued. 
'Tm not opening up again Monday." 

Jimmie was truly sony. Harvey Prien, President of the Commimity Club, having to 
close out! 

"What are you going to do then?" Jimmie asked. 

"Don't know " Baxv^mpik^, "Get a Fed^ job* I gtt^ on the W.P.A- " 

Immedialdy Jl^raaie ttiought of his job. He wid^ he cqiiM l^Bmy^ Tssm it if he 
maid get to he fbss Bidldmg md Loan ^©retary. But Harvey eoutdn't buy the seed. He 
would fail before he started. The Brannon Seed Company demanded results. Jimmie was 
their only buyer that had lasted more than five years. Suddenly a sense of pity took him. He 
thought of Hai-vey and his fine wife and three children living on W.P.A. pay. It would 
mortify her terribly, he knew. Jimmie concluded he better stay where he was and help 
Harvey get the Building and Loan job. Anyone would qualify for a co-operative position, if 
the directors liked him. 

"Sit down," he said bruskly^ 'TNow listen. I just heard how Art Thomas has 
resigned. Why d(m'typug!^Msij«ib?" 

Harvey looked at fimmie in amus^D^t^ *iyo you suppose I could?*' he as^sc^ 

"Don't know why not," Jimmie replied. "I'll speak to the board if you wish." 

"Do that, Jimmie. You're a depositor there and your recommendation would help," 
He got up to leave. ''Be seeing you again Jimmie. Must go back to the store." 

After he left Ann spoke. "You're giving it up?" 

Jimmie was silent for a moment. Finally he said, "I know I am, but friendship goes 
deeper than jobs and dollars and cents, you know. I'm making more money anyway. 
Maybe something else will turn up and then Harvey will help me out, and we'll bodi be 
better off" 

"You tmy he dead by then,'^ iilse coii^Isto^ wrmkling her foreh^ad^ "from an auto 
accident or «^tmg fried potatoes. And jobs in small towns are hard to jfind." 

He was getting up by then. "Come along with me, won't you Hon," he said, "and 
don't scold. I've a few errands to make. I like your company even when Vm busy." 

He paid Mrs. Allan and they swung out onto the walk. He must look up the board. 
He would recommend Harvey as he promised, but he had a feeling Harvey was not up to it. 
He had had no experience in bookkeeping. He would have to leam it all. Perhaps. Jimmie 
thought, in his talk to the board, they would ask him to apply. He would see Art Thomas 
first and then the others, leaving Old Karl until the last. 

J^y had only gc^ a few steps until they met Art leaning against a pl^ glass 
wmdow. He was sn^taQ, slh^ow chested, consui^^ Jimmie had he|pedbiffl get his job 
six years ago vfym he was m Qm boaid. Art was surprised Jitomie had heard of ihe 
resignation. 

"I hear Harvey is quitting," Jimmie said. "He's public spirited and everyone likes 
him. Do you suppose he'd do?" 

Art tried to be non-committal. "Perhaps he would/" he answered. "He would be 
pretty well guarded by the Banking Department and the board. 1 could help him get 
started." 

"Give it consideration," JiiBmie conclude^ walking on. 
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Then Jioimie moved around to the garage and called Ike Larson up from a checker 

game. He was tall, strong and short spoken. Jimmie liked him and had bought four cars of 
hini. 1 Ic answered about like Art. neither for or against, concluding with the question asking 
if Jimmie wasn't about ready to trade cars again. 

Jimmie dro\ e then to the Co-operative Creamery. He felt Tom Ilensey w ould surely 
give him attention. Jimmie owned fifty shares of creamery stock, the most anyone could 
vote. Tom needed the votes to hold his position. 

"Not too stfD^ for Harvey/' Tom answered, "but we'll c^asider him. He' s pieasimt 
and a boostar* at least Too bad to see him ga on relief.'' He was silent a minute and then he 
added, 'That reminds me, I wish you woidd tmsm jom proxy beifore you leave town again. 
Something might turn up, you know.** 

Doeior 1 [all, a white haired fleshy man. too. tried to evade the question. 1 le finally 
said. "I believe Harvey would not be so bad, but how about changing those glasses. Better 
let me fit you up again." 

When Jmmiie got back to the car where Ann was waiting, he had become disgusted. 
Each man would hardly talk of the appointment, as it it was none of Jimmie's bu^ess. But 
it was Jimmie's business. He was a holder of Building and Loan stodc, of Creamery stock, 
spent his mon^ in his home town. Why did they act so i^difi^ent? 

**I* ve a notion not to go see Kaii at all," he said to Ann. It seems so hopeless. I 
dm*t hs^eve ffiffvey has a chance," 

"It seems funny he would," she answered. Then she thought a moment and said, 
"Better go see Karl and apply yourself. At least Karl will tell you what he thinks.** 

That might be an idea. Jimmie thought, lie had done his pait now for Harvey. If 
Harvey eouldn't get it perhaps he could. ! le would see Karl next. Karl was a wealthy, 
retired cattle feeder, asking favors of no one, givmg no favors. 

It was a two minute drive imtil they stopped in front of Karl Kochex's door. Karl and 
his wife were on the porch and they stepped out to tiie car. He was a short, round. German, 
and waddled wheai he in^ed. 

"Haw-de-do, Chimmie. Haw-de-do Annah.** he greeted. "Glad ta see yous.'* 

They visited a minute, then Jimmie said, "I hear Art Thomas has resigned." 

"Yah, yah, Chimmie," he said quickly. "You ess too late, Shimmie. I'ess not 
supposed t' tell 'til Monday, but I wus disgust. I vest talks my head for you off. Chimmie, 
but I yest could talk not enough against dot Art und Harvey. You see. C himmie, 1 tell dem 
you got experiment, und we knowed yer Pa und Ma, and you had money dare, but it wus a 
waste mit breaths. I jest could not talk it into dem." 

Jimmie. could hardly keep up with Karl but he caught the idea. Finally he asked, 
"You mean th^ had a meeting? They've abeady ele^ed?" 

"Yah, yah, Chimmie. Last wedc. Vendesday. Yousee,he'sabradder-in-lawmit 
^ Alt. An he's h^ ^^tl^ Coimnimitie Cfaib an' W$ got busted, mid you has a good 
^b. Yah. Yek. He vas elected four t' von. Dey wanted t' elect all before you could 
foimd out about it." Karl caught his breath. "Butnotby my votes, Chimmie. I put in my 
votes for you. I tink I takes my moneys out mit dare anymore. Won't you tblkes gel out a 
minutes und sit on der porches?" 

"No/" Jimmie replied quickly. "T guess not. We were going to the second show." 
Jimmie put out his hand and took hold of Karl's. "Thanks for all your trouble, anyway. 
Perh^s 1 can do something for you sometime. If 1 can, don't f£ul to ask.*' 
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"No. No. Chimm\." Karl spoke up. **You don't needs to do nolliings for me.'* 

Jimmie's car was mo\ iny off again, silently. He dro\e slowly, a mile south on the 
highway. He could not talk. 1 le i'elt like the world had dropped out from under him, like he 
had no £riends left. He discovered Aim was leaning tow ard him, her arm over his shoulders. 

"Are you going to take your moo&y out too?" she asked. 

"No," he answa^ "I'll not be a sorehead, even if I havoi't any friends Ml"" 

*Tm still your friend,** she volunteered. "And tiien there is Karl, and Ma AQan." 

After a minute he said, '^Ann, I spoke too quickly m die te^aimuit I ihou^it sure IM 
get that job. FIl have to go back on die ro^ again. Montana next month, then Kansas and 
Mexico after that. I'm sorry. For a year I've hoped for that Building and Loan work, and 
you, and some home cooking once more w ithout fried potatoes." 

'■\\ hy can't I go to Montana and Kansas too?" she asked, her bashtuhiess leavmg. 
'I'd love to try to cook for you. We could camp or stay in cabins, you know /' 

His mind was slow now. Finally he said, ^I've a notion to keep right on driving. I 
don't feel like hanging around town any longer." 

"^Bttt nt^ things^ my clothes!" she exclaimed* 

**It*s 01% a toile back for themj** he utged. could stay with your sist^ in Grand 
Maaad to-night, and Ibm &t mamed toHcnonow.'* 

End. 

George Gowen 

North Loup, 
Neb 
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HE WASALIAR 

By George G. Goweai 

It was fimniio cpici tii<^#tt ^bat Joiies ##iedtp kOI bis Srtbar-fn-law^ Jnhii 
Goodwin. Hie tat^ would liot be dffficult In lliat was taQ and simder and John was a 

short, chuffy little man with a waist measurement of forty-six. Hank had thought of it many 
times even before he was married, but two weeks ago the decision became tlnal. Yes, there 
might be many ways as they worked at their well and windmill business, but Hank must be 
careful. 

It was kind of the old man. Hank admitted to himself. He had stopped that evening 
when they came from work and told Sally and him that they could have his insurance if they 
woi4d kse^ it iq>* "Mother is gone now aopid you. I may have t' quit one of these da)^. I 
hardUy &el like pay^ on it miy more. But it is a good investment 

And Hank answered witii a touch of sympathy, "Sure Dad. We'll keep it up. Be 
glad to. No more than right we should." 

Yes, Hank thought to himself. The old man is becoming reconciled. Hank 
remembered how John had objected to him before they were married. Told Sally the kid 
was nothing but a tough, and a gambler and would lie when the truth sounded better. Well, 
he did gamble some and if he had the old man's money as a starter he could make plenty 
xnpxe too. The old man was a tight wad if there ever was csie. He had his well business, a 
saving's account of five or ten thousand and his life insurance. That would be a tidy sum 
altogether if tte old man would #e« 

It was with a tinge of rebellion that he thoi^^ of the work he was dofaig now whoi 
he ttiig^t 4^ ^dWMiing betti^. The old man had feti^ him on a helper but he always gave 
him the hard jobs like digging anker holes or cutting threads at only two dollars a day. On 
the other hand the old man still had nerve to climb on any windmill. Seemed to pride 
himself in being able to work in the air. He told Hank the other day, 'There is no more 
sense of falling down up here than there would be on the ground." 

Hank doped it out he would arrange to have the old man fall off the mill. It would 
kill him, almost without question. It would be nothing but an accident Sally would inherit 
his business, his savings and his life insurance. There would be ^ough money to go to 
doand Istend and i^e^ale m ^ tK>aid of trade. There would be no more digging anker 
holes witii a long hgtnJbd {losthole digger or rq>airing sewers. 



It all came about even before Hank expected. It was less than a week when they 
were called to a pasture to repair a mill wrecked hy a tornado. John came around with his 
pick-up and tools for Hank even before he had breakfast eaten. As he climbed in beside his 
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father-in-law, the latter's wide hips taking two thirds the room and his vile cob pipe 
contaminating the atmosphere. Hank thought to himself, things will be different to-night. 

They arrived at the mill far away from civilization by eight-thirty. Hank glanced 
around. Not a house or a public road in sight. Nothing but hills and more hills and now and 
then a few cattle. The men must climb on the tower to take the mill apart. John soa^daut 
th^ topJs. Hank took his belt lie bu^ed it ti|^t ^mmd his waist It had an extra strap tlmt 
lashed him to the iQiU, the ends hookmg to rings to tiie sides. It would not matter if his 
iBm^ slipped he ML hmk, ^ b^woidd c^lt Ite^ 

They cinnbed to ihe tcfp. Hai& Ikstened himself to fee tow«r and they went to wcric 
The platform was small but big enough and it was not long before the mill was apart and <^ 
the platform, the fan on end pointing upward. When the dismantling was finished, John 
leemed over to look at the broken parts. 

Hank glanced off up the road front where they came. There was not a soul in sight 
He swung his eyes in other directions, still seeing no one. As his father-in-law started to 
raise, to tie a rope to a part. Hank put his hand out and pushed him. It all happened so 
quickly, Uanjc could hardly r^mj^b^ it, Uj& bsmi lus jUer-inhlaw yell, a n^ squeal it 
was, saw his pi^ ML^ saw him grab, but his weigirt pulled him down. 

Hank saw the look in John's face—the look of agony, the look ofts^m, saw his 
fingers giab but slip, saw him drop the thirty feet, saw his head hit a post, saw him tumble 
on to the ground. Hank heard a groan or two. noticed the old man twitch and his legs jerk 
and then stiffen out. The trick was done. No one could sav it was not an accident. 

Hank must move now before someone came— the ow^ner of the pasture perhaps or a 
cowboy. Hank must get down. He must warn the authorities. He must say he w as on the 
ground and he must not know why John fell. He took the little rope tibiey pulled things up 
and down with and tied it to on# end of the fan, drof^ing the othiit over the ^dge. That 
would look bett^. Hevmustrem^rabi^he was workiii^ o^ll^ grora That 
would elimhiafe ham Mm si^icion. Eveiyone knew tiiat was tiie way Ihey usually wori@^. 
Hank was a little afinid Oil $ Vmm. JcAm was not HankinM^ldfyiafii^^^ the belt and 
crawled down. 

On the ground he looked over the hills again. He was safe now\ No one was near. 
He glanced at John. The blood was spurting from a gash in his head, his eyes were glassy. 
Hank knew enough about such thmgs to know his father-in-law was dead. He stepped into 
the pick-up and went for help. 

At the first house he called the doctor. "Dad fell from a mill in Graham's pasture," 
he cried ove^ the wire, "I think he's killed. Come imick." 

It wis Mly a few mintit^ before the doctor arrived. As usual in such cases he 
jb^iight the shenlr along. Hank waited at the mmm attd followed him iiitD the pasture^ 
Hie doetxiKr was a sdiort^ strai^t, little fdlow; the shm£^ Tom Long, heavy set, wearing a 
dusty, blue-serge suit and smoking a curled pipe. He spoke without opening his teeth and he 
spoke short w hen he was concentrating. 

As they stopped Hank's face was drawn in pretended soitow. "1 don't know how it 
happened. He was on top and I w^as letting the parts down. All at once he fell." 

The doctor felt the pulse. Then they all stood still for an instant. Then Toni looked 
at the top of the mill, and then at Hank. ''Dammed iimny he'd fall. He's worked at this kind 
of jobs for a long while." 



I 
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"Just M^liat i was thinking," Hank agreed. *7 ean*t understand it for I was not up 
there. He was sort of foolish I thought not to use a beh. but he said it was in the way." 

Hank ceased talking. Tom seemed not to be paying attention. He was w alking 
around the mill. What was he looking at? Me was moving toward the ladder. Ilevxas 
reaching for the step. He was climbing up. He was halfway up. He was to the top. There 
was no reason for him to crawl up there. He was looking around the platform. 

He was coming down now, his short pipe held tight in his teeth, as tf it might fall. 
He was SGPwliiig. He was down. He was speaking to Hank, only his lips moving, his hands 
on his ^Qu sir^3^uwerenoton topatall?" 

^•No,*' Hank stutteeA 

"And the old man wouldn't use the belt?" 

**No. It "was too small for him." 

Why should Tom ask that question? Hank wondered if he should have told it as it 
was, but he must stay by his story now. 

Tom moved over by the body, his eyes still following Hank. Why was he watching 
SO cicely? Tom leaned and with one jerk turned the body over on it's face. There was a 
gfeasc spot wjio^e Hank's hand had pushed on John's dma shirt But that was notfaittg. 
Ilmtnii^t be tbere for Hmy reasons. NowHaiikcoiild seeTcMn'sI^movii^ agSB^ He 
was talking. He was pulling a sack of tabacco from his pocket No. It was handcuff. 
Hank felt a weakness about hii3 heatt. 

"If you'd a told the truth. Hank, you'd a been all right. But you forgot and left your 
belt hanging on the tower. It's under the tan out of sight but it's there. And it might be this 
is your hand mark where you pushed him off." 



End 

George Gowoi 
l^y(hLoup,Nd) 
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LOVE IN THE SPRINGTIME 



By 



George Gowen 



Stanley Whorl knew it was through no neglect of his that he ran out of gasoline. To 
run out of gasoline when you live thirty miles in the hills is serious. His car was of a '32 
model and gaig^lte §i£e cfinLy wbm his t^ik was acdi^. ^ a Jesuit Stanly 

watched the speedometer closely and i^fiUid m every tc^p to town. Wim Im ©OQclti^ 
who had stolen ihe gasoline, the situation was emi moire serious. 

The day before, Stanley had gone to town alone. He was six feet two, straight and 
walked w ilh quick strides. He wore a faded white hat and bibless overalls. He was a 
serious, strong-minded fellow, assuming management of his affairs with pleasant but still 
undisputed authority. He stopped his car close by the kitchen gate, took an arm full of 
groceries and stepped briskly into the back door. 

"Elva," he said sitting down the packages. "I've news for you. The government has 
made the grant for the irrig^oii project, and the engineers have opened of&ces in Mansville. 
As soon Bs I heard of it I wmt and iqiplied for a job fi^ yom^ 

!^e placed &e flitt ka^ she was nsi^ mihe stove from the board lytid fddked up 
mo&m. She iw^ slender and neat and had afi air of confidoioe. 

"What did they say," she asked continuing to iron. 

'They will want help all right. They have several applications for their office but 
none like your's will be. 1 told them you had graduated from the University and had taken 
post graduate work. That you had worked closely for Mead and Sorensen for seven years 
and had had charge of the office. I told them you could figure any of their problems, — 
could read the blue prints, make the contracts, figure die grades and amount of dirt to be 
moved. You can can't you?" 

^ can do that that you mentioned but you teU it so funny. You brag so.*' 

"It's not bragg^Og/' he corrected "It*1itttie. I knew you could and yioaic^ get tiie 
job too. You ate to me^ the engines and the board at ten tomorrow. They are going to hire 
someone then. I told them you'd sure be there, they could plan on it. The engineer said you 
are just w hat he wants, someone he could depend on. He leaves for Kansas City on the ten- 
thiiiy train and they will hire someone before he goes. I didn't tell him all your 
qualifications Dear. You can tell him tomoiTow." 

''But how about the chickens we planned to raise." she questioned? 

"I can raise them like I use to or not raise any," he decided qiuckly. "No profit in 
chicks anyway. You know I always did feel ashamed to bring you out here in the hills." 



Short Stori^ 



312 



*Tou didn*t need to," she answered moving mechanically at the ironing. 'Really, I 
kinda like it. Evorxlhing so biy and still." 

"'I know," he replied with finality. "It's all right forme. I can't do anything else. 
But it's dilTerent u ith you. You can do other things. Be soniebod\ . Not a eountr\' hick. 
There is no chance for you here." He poured some wami water to wash with. "Now don't 
ar^e with me Dear. Here is the chance we've been looking for." 

Thisy ate their supper and th^ he took the pail and started to the l^m for the 
miUdng. He remembered how he had met her in Omaha in the contractcnr's office where he 
h^ gpue to see aixmt vmk building approsch^ to bridges. How in the waiting room she 
had visited wifli him. How she had helped him get the contract, and how fliai he had, 
jokingly, asked her to supper, and how she had accepted. 

He remembered too, how he had dropped her a card thanking her for the good time 
and the favor and how she had answered it. How he had made more trips to Omaha and 
how he would drop in to see her each time, and too. how surprised he was when he realized 
he had proposed to her, as they sat in the car at the curb that evening, and how surprised he 
was that she accepted. 

And fbm he recalled to» wi^ a soise of pleasure, tiie wedding — a quiet one*— and 
how she had continued woikmg m the ofiBce because ^ey could find no one else who would 
quite do the work like she, and how she would come up to tfie ranch now and thm imd, she 
said, clean hoi»e fi)r hhn^ and how he wouM chive into Omaha to see her more often and 
stay longer. 

He recalled all that, and then the depression came to the bridge business. Mead and 
Sorensen dissolved and she w as out. That was last fall. She was offered another job but she 
said she did not like tlie outfit, and as a result, had come, he said, to hibernate in the hills for 
the winter. Yes, here in the hills with the cattle for traffic and coyotes for music. It was 
with a tinge ofsarcasm that he thought of his place. A woman with her ability out here! It 
wasn't right. 

The nmDdng finished, he hu^ ^ pail hi^ so as to finish his chores. Elva had come 
ou^ hand in hand, they s^ted up the canyon to feed the ste@rs. 

She always walked out with him if the weatfiisr ms niee, fiiis being his last chore. 

They'd laugh and sing like school ehildren, free from onlookers, chatting foolishness, 
watching the birds, look for the first wild tlowers. 

"ril miss you, Hon," he said, "in the evenings. You know, no matter how bad a 
thing is. thei e are always a few bright spots." 

She did not answer. They swimg on, taking each other's arm, kissing each other, 
joking until they were sick. The house was dark now. He plani^ to help her pack, but 
Jimmy Harris, ttie neighbor boy had driven his new puddle jumper over and was waiting in 
diey^:d. He came for a visit 

TheyhadtobeedittteDustohhiL Re woiild be mooiie ttuoi wdlco 
tonight. It was bed time before he left. 

In the morning there was the usual commotion proceeding the ordeal of going to 
town. Stanley had his chores to do. She her packing. 

"We should be started by nine-thirty," he said. ''You will be ready won't you? We 
must not be late. If we are not at the meeting someone else will get the job." 

*'Ohr' she repUed with rising inflection. 
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He looked at his watch. "It is eight-thirty now /' he said, ^'ril have to feed the steers 
in the north pasture and then ride over and see that the horses have water. I'll be back easy 
in an hour." 

He left quickly for the barn where he saddled his horses and galloped offl He saw 
her watching him isx the door, than pick up some bags and move toward the garage. He 
admired her. He would not have to wait for h^. She Vi^ always rea)^. 

He was gone a fsw mmutes loi^r than he planned. Some of the steers had not 
come in and he hurried out to find them. As he came near the house he saw hfsr mnnmg 
fix>m the garage. 

Her things were packed and in the car as he expected, but at that he had to wait a few 
minutes before she was ready. It was not like her but there w as that last touch of powder, 
that last fluff to her hair. Even at that they had time. The sun was wanii. Some geese were 
flying north, honking as ihey went. A robin was on the fence. 

Stanley finally spoke, passing the time. "I'll see you often. Dear. It won't be like 
you were in Omaha. You can come out eveiy week. It may be sometime I can quit farming 
and find somethiii^ in town." He drove anodic mile in sil^ice and then added, "I'm proud 
of >ou« Sweetheart Not m&s woman can do a job like fhat, or man either.'' 

'Tm n0t a^bm^ of you, Stenley,** ^ Bmmmi mid juggled a little doser. "Ym 
done better than flie avera^ wifii your cattle and land." 

He was glad to hear her say that. There was something repulsive to him about the 
whole ranch business. I Hs ambition when young, was to be a professional nian. but his 
father had kept him out in the hills. Section beyond section of grass, blowing sand, bawling 
white-faced cattle, fighting horses, tlat shining lakes, and neighbors two miles away. 

He was thrilled with the thoughts of her working in an office, out of the sun and dirt 
and where people used their heads in place of their backs. It was too late for him to be 
anything but ^ fiumer. He had started wimg,l»lt it was not too late fcnrh^ Ha working 
there woidd pardy mnspew^ him for Hie H^m^ he felt Im &ttor had cteated htm out c£ 

They drove from the valley along Turtle Creek and to the hills again. Eight miles of 
tbe^ and then lo ftieTiv^ valley road. The car moved steadily at a moderate rate. ''Better 
take it a little slowed," he said, "and be sure." 

There was the Devil's Gap and then the Hog's Back. As they started up the grade 
they felt a miss in the exhaust, then a sputter. The car chugged a time or two and stopped. 

It was a moment before he spoke. ''Now what? Acts like it's out of gas. It can't be. 
1 put in five gallons yesterday." 

He climbed out impatiently. Elva was soon out too. Quickly he walked to the rear. 
He picked up a weed and thrust it into the tank. 

It's ^i^ thEm powder," be saJd. '"How could that h^qpen? Somecme must have 
swiped it That Harris kid I'll bet. He was there when we got back you know. Se^nslike 
he'd left enough to get to town with." They stood looking at each other. 

"Perhaps I can walk," she offered. 

"No. You haven't time. It's five miles back through the hills to our place but even 
then there is no gas, it is tliree miles to the first house. Not a chance, Dear, of making it 
now." 

He paced up and down the road a lew times, then stopped and sat on the running 
board, his hands on his chin, his eyes on the hills. There the yuccas wes^ biming green and 
the cedars were changmg color. There was a hawk and a rabbit too. Elva sat down beside 
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him aoidpiit her arm over his shoulder. She kissed him but he did not move. A few sprigs 
of grass were pushing through the dirt. 

*''Sec the grass. Sweetheart/" she comforted. "Tlierell berain soon and then there'll 
be more w ild tlowers. Fox-gloves and sweet peas " 

He did not answer. They sat there for some time. 

It was ooe o'clock when they finally <kove bade into thmr own ^d. He had walked 
to ^ first house, borrowed some gasoline and walked back to the car again. As they 
finished a hmch he spcke far the first tu^; 

ril tell you Elva," he blmted in short sentences, **Someone will pay for this. Vm 
going over to see that Hams kid. No one else has been here who could have taken that gas. 
FU make him admit it. I'll choke him *til he does." 

She picked up a bright colored catalogue that lay on the table and began turning the 
pages. There were pictures of flowers, trees, and baby chicks. She took a pencil and began 
w riting. He arose, took his wide white hat, pulled it hard on his head and started for the 
bam, the screen door banging after him. 

He saddled his hxmc^ puUis^ the cinch a hole tig^t^ than usual. He took the reins 
and lead his horse out At tibe door Elva was waiting. 

"Dear.** She touched his arm. •*You*ll forgive me won't you if I tell you someflling. 
Won't you Sweetheart?" She put her arm around his waist — she could not reach his neck. 

He glanced down at her and tried to smile. What could it be? Had she seen 
someone else take the gas. 

"I drained the car. Dear. The aasolinc is in some cans in the izaraize. Tm sorrv vou 
had to walk so far. I intended to take it all out so we could not go at all but you came back 
too quickly from feeding the cattle. 

She looked up into his face, her expression fading into a smile, and then she buried 
her hsad into his chest ^ like it bettc»r out here Sweedieart," she said, '^Ihan any old ofGce. 
That's the reason I mamed yoit, Hoil Because I loved you and wanted to make a home for 
you, with flowers, and chickens, and Mddies, all together." 



End. 



Geo. G. Gowen 
North Loiq>,N!^ 
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ONE MUST BE CAREFUL 



By George G. Gowen 



"Ohh," Clara Robbins said softly with intaking breath. She was not faint or exactly 

surprised. It was more of a disappoiiiiiiieni or an answer to a remark of her husband John. 
She moved on w ith the coffee pot to tlie different cups. "Do we ha\ e to have that row of 
hog houses so close lo the front yard again this year?" She tried to ask without emotion. 

"No other place for tliem." he answered bouyantly. He swung his big frame from 
the wash bowl to his seat at the breaktast table. "That worked pretty well last year. Close to 
the well you know." 

^'Aiidi tlK^ fixm she said quietly. She was pert with daAi^ blue eyes, black hair 
and alixniys thougt^^y. ^But I don't know as tiiat matters. No one ever comes to 
our fit^t door anyway." 

•'Naw," he laughed agreeing. "Not on a farm. The folks lived here forty years and 
never used the front door thai 1 know of/^ He rocked back on his chair. "A front lawn is a 
luxury. Mother, a farmer is immune from/* He flooded his oats with cream. 

"More than that, fanners haven't time for flower gardens and front lawns. Right 
when the flowers need planting, so does the com. Which, Mother, is more important, com 
or flowers?" He looked at her with a twinkle in his big, round eyes. "Do you expect me to 
ride a tractor sixteen hours in a com fleid and then come in after supper and mow the lawn? 
MotheTjt dear, don'tmake me laug^L" 

That wasjust like John, she thought AQyttiingdrntwaspiactical. Ifit had been 
practical to pkmrt those hog houses on ^ fitmt poreh, he would sit Aem. It was handy 
to have the house built in the middle like the hub of a wheel, hog houses on one side, steers 
on the north, chickens in the back yard, sheep browsing off the front lawn and flowers too. 

That was the way most farmers had their places. But how it looked! How mortified 
she was when club met at her house to have the women have to trail through the back yard, 
around pails and a couple of dogs, following a path into the back porch w here John was sure 
to have his mbber boots and a cream can, on through the kitchen where the guests could see 
the lunch in the making, on to the dining room, the parlour and at last to the hall to hang 
their and where they should have come first. 

But John had been raised that way and it seemed foolish to him to change. More 
tiian that hei^ busy. They had had vile arguments when they were first manried, Jcim 
always winning by his inaction and ridicule. She still believed the place could be fixed but 
she disliked the scenes of arguments, and the last time, after weeping tluoughout the 
afternoon, she conckided she must give up. It was hard medicine but there was her family 
and John was a good provider and in ahnost every way she lo\ ed him x ery much. 

"It would not look natural to Uncle Herb, when he comes next week, il^ we had it too 
nice," John, siq>plemented, smiling to Jimmie, his four year old son. 
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CUffa said the second time ^tfa rising inflediQa as she sat die coffee pot 
back on the stove. "Is he coming again so soon?'* 

A second shock! Two such blows to the chin presenting themselves in quick 
succession w ere enough to bring to the ordinaiy woman the ''Ohh/' in high C. But not with 
Clara. She had prepared herself to be calm under most any kind of situation. 

Merb was her brother-in-law. the black ball, she called him of the Robbins family. 
He called these sojourns to his brother's farm his vacations, but they lasted from a week to 
months sometimes. He was a braggart of the more subtle sort. He was a single man, 
dressed neatly, ^(^alked with a swagger, told of his wond^rfiil i^fits in the grain market, 
moitioned names Gke Buder, Curran and other commission men glibly. He was fine 
looking, tall, biioad sho^ld^, a pataverer and because Clara bar busied John, steady, 
hard working, was a man of far more affluence, it took only the highest type of self control 
on her part to live through such times. 

On the other hand, John seemed to drink in Herb's gullibility like a calf drinks milk. 
He would Ml evening after e\ ening absorbing Herb's stories of selling short or cornering the 
market, John was of a cautious nature, a hard bargamer, but perhaps in defense and to 
promote Herb in the eyes of his wire, John would actually rq)eat and boast his brother's 
stories. It was all very sickening to Clara. 

"Bow long will he stay?*' she asked a& calmly as possible. 

'1 dont know,^ JMbn answei^. "He didn't mcy^ I hope quite a while. I fot ^ ^md 
yesterday in &e mail," 

"Is that the reason for getting the hogs out here?" 

"One reason," John muttered. "You see. Herb does lots of running around. I Ic sees 
how other fellows do, more prosperous men in the east, and 1 hate to have him tliuik I'm too 
much of a boob." 

''You've made more money than he/" she reasoned. 

"Hardly that." John defended. "Herb has made hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
He'd be a millionaiie today if the government hadn't Stofyied him. He is really a remarkable 
man and has a deductive mind of v^mnisml aMHty*** 

*Too bad tile government has to do such things," Clara said with a touch of sarcasm 
as she took some toast 



It was two days before Herb arrived with his leather valise, his light grey suit, straw 
hat and octagon glasses. Clara might enjoy a day or two of his visiting. She might enjoy the 
extra preparation she put into the meals, tbe accompanying to town of a relative from the 
dtyw Yes, a few days would be nice, but a month would be too muofau Here waa a problCTi 
that had bothered her for several years. She knew she was i^garded in her did) as of more 
than average intelligence, in clinch work she was given a leading part, and sdll, hiar home 
life came near collapse every summer. She coiold not think of a divorce. John was fine, not 
quite perfect, but far above the average and there were her tw o small children. She must do 
something to stop that ever widening breach bciw een them. 

Those two days were spent in deep thought. Six years ago after their wedding, she 
would have argued the point, but that she found got her no where. Two years ago she would 
have wept, but that she found did little good. Weq^ing only made John disgusted and that 
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was worse than his stubbornness. Then she recalled her happy courtship. She was popular, 
pretty, chic, a sort of a flirt if she did say so. There were several beaux, but John won. She 
had never been sorry for he was nice then. He was nice now. but still it was different. He 
was busy. Their life had settled down to a matter of course. She thought of another possible 
solution if she only dared. But she must be careful. Yes, very careful. 



The fiM evening after H^^s arrival Clmainvited in some Mends, i^he had an 
elaborate supper. Cut glass dishes, salad, ice cream and roast chicken. She knew Herb was 
fond of any kind of chicken. She also knew that John, having eaten chicken so often, fairly 
detested the smell of it. She made it a point to sit Herb in a good hght and beside her. 
Looking at Him with sparkling eyes she carefully drew him out. from one experience to 
another, but this was not difficult for lie v\ as easily lead to such revelations. 

"Did you get caught in tiiia last break in wheat?" she asked coquettishly. 

"I was in liK^k then," he fKplained SawitcOTniiig*" He 

ki^^ dcmm at her. "Winds in Kansas, drou^t in Nd)Taska. All one has to do is to watch 
thinp closely. I have a direct wire to my apartment and to my office fiom the weather 
bureau." 

*Td hardly call it luck." she complimented turning to Mrs. Ashway. "More like good 
judgment I'd think. And you say you live in an apartment?" 

''Yes. Yes." It was trifling for him to tell of it. "A very nice place I have. Rather 
new style apartment. It is really a large group of very small bungalows built around a court 
and a tiny park." 

''Oh. Wouldn't that be lovely?" She expostulated. 

"Yes. Yes. Very nic^^ Claia. Very nice. And a spl^did group of people there. 
More or les$ prntcdttcW all of lifiSta.^ 

' Wou Wt that be gtandl^' she swooned, "rd love to see it But I suppose such fine 
things will never come my way." 

He went on with her encouragement, doing the most the talking, she most the urging. 

After the guests had gone home and Herb put in the spare bed room she and John 
visited whisperingly by the fire a few^ minutes. 

''Nice time we had John. Herb surely is interesting telling of his life. He must be 
very rich. His suit looks so nice and new. Wouldn't it be fine to hve in an apartment like 
his? The little arcade he told about, the hiy pool and flowers?" 

"Yau cUdn't use to believe all 1^ said," John answei)^ i^ddi^ i^ apqpi^. 

*lknowIdidnV' sheexplaiiied. 'But I must have been wrcmg. A man doesn't look 
as nicely as he wsthCHit mcmey fiiqm som^lace/' 

John stsQted imdressing now. She was getting the night lamp ready. As they started 
for bed he blurted, "Herb sure associates with nice people. He does, at least, when he's 
visiting us." 

The next evening she arranged a theater party with a few^ friends. They were to meet 
in town. In place of sitting in the back seat by herself to be boxmced around, she crowded 
into the front. There was none too much room for John to drive so it became necessary for 
her to lean forward and for Herb to throw his arm over the back 
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She looked up al him coyly, "I suppose merefy a movie will not be very interesting 

for you Herbert, but we love your company. I do so enjoy to hear you talk." 

[Ic smiled down condescendingly. "You enjoy mc no more than I like to hear you. 
In tact, Clara, you are a very beautiful w oman. That is one reason I stay as long as 1 do 
sometimes. Because you always make me so welcome, lhave wished many times 1 had an 
as atti'aetive wife in my apartment." 

would certainly like to come and visit you. That might help some. Id love to see 
your place, the little court you tell about." 

It wmM be fine if you would. The neigl^rs have tmdge parties in the winter and 
picnics in the little paik all summer." 

They were at the street now, meeting other guests, Clara introducing Herb with 
profuse smiles and curtsies. John was nearly left out. He tagged along, his walk a bit tired, 
his suit and hat without the glamour of the latest style. As they approached the window. 
Herb made a feeble effort toward his pocketbook. 

"No. No. Herbert. John will pay." She put her hands on his arms and laughed in 
his face. '^Of course that would be polite of you, but this is our party. You're the guest you 
know.'' Then tumii^ to John she gave him a serious lookand nodded toward the window. 
She hated it, felt sosfy for John, but she had stiyted the gtone, she must finish it 

He ^qp^ for^vlrd ^d^m^y and paid the bill for the tickets, but she knew well 
enough tfaa^iR^ no pleasure in it for his fiitgal disposition. 

The next morning John planned to attend a big cattle sale in a distant town. "Will 
you go along, Herb? Acts like a nice day. Eight hundred head of white-faced steers to be 
sold." 

Clara was frying cakes when she heard the question. She immediatel\ turned from 
the stove, "Ohh," she gasped and then with magnanimity conceded, ''Well, go ahead" 
'*What were you going to say, Clara?" Herb asked. 

''Nothing," she hesitated. "I had thought Herbert might help me with the flowers this 
momuig* John is so bu^ you know, and die men this time of y&aat aoDe planting com.** 

Herb smiled politely to John. 'Td expect I better stay and he^ Clara if I can. She is 
to so nmch trouble for me. This may pay her bade a litfle.** 

John did not brighten to the idea, ''Do no good to plant flowers. Hogs will get out 
and root 'ein all up." 

*'Oh no Je^hn. That's what I'm going to get Herbert to do. You're so busy you know 1 
hate to bother you. And I am sure I lerbeil will know just how to do it. 1 had thought we 
might take tiiat old cribbing and stake it along with your steel posts. You know flowers 
make the place look so much better, and Herbert will know about landscaping and exactly 
the place to arrange the beds." 

^All x^t AU rij^" John aiis^ered curtly moving fw his gfxid hat and leolfaer 
jack^ '^wanytfiangoQ^epkce.^ There was seoni in his voice but she pxe^ 
notice. 

"Oh thank you John." She smiled at him this time. "I knew you wouldn't care." 

He was gone now , the door slamming, the car roaruig and tummg out into lire 
higliway. 

They did not work long at the flowers. 1 lerb's mind ran more to technical uses than 
to the menial labor of spading a tlower bed. He happened to remember suddenly he must 
write a letter or two, a very important letter and to send a telegram. He would run into town 
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and mail them and be back early. But for a fact, he was delayed in town and was there most 
of the day. all of which Clara was quite pleased. 

Supper was ready w hen John returned tired from the long hard da\' at the sale, after 
which 1 lerb helped Clara with the dishes. Then returning to the tront room where John was 
absorbed in a p^er. Clara spoke fu-st. 

''He]i>ert, you have seen lots of nice places. What would you suggest for fixing up 
ours so that we could use our fiont door? More like mity homes, so to speak." 

'"Yes. Yes Clara, I can tell you." He straightened his head placing his thumbs in his 
belt -That woidd be very sunple. Iwastiiil&ingof ittoday. Of course those hog houses 
would have to be moved back. Then the garage moved near the house and that old fence in 
frc^nl taken out and a circular road made. Then the lawn could be made in the center and 
llowers in the comers." 

John dropped his paper, then raised it ayain. Clara hardly knew how far she better 
cany her point, but finally she chirped in again, "Oh Herbert, You are so quick to grasp 
possibilities. Having to make importaat decisions eveiy day in your work trains your mind I 
suppose. And seeing so many nice homes I just knew you could suggest somefhhig better 
for us." She looked sqtioi^ly into his ^es. 

"Yes. Yes. Qfooorw;. I tovelismed my mind deductively. Now in yoiv Gase» 
Clara, Jim Buder^s h<^e is similar to this one, No pretfiigar than yours could be, widiouft the 
hogs, of course." He jerked his head with each syllable. "One could make this a show place 
of the eountry if they would mind my suggestions. You know, besides my eontinual training 
in my work. I have a natural bent for figuring out things. Never cared for fanning much, but 
liked to plan and then to see my plans work out." 

"I know you have a gift for such things," she urged plying her eyes in his direction. 
She saw John glance toward Herb and then back agmiL "I wish you would only stay all 
summer," she plead. "'We'd have one of the prettiest places in the country if you were only 
to plan it" 

"Yes. Yes. Ifl only could Perhaps I can stay until we get it well under way. A 
i;veek or so p^diaps, or I might, if nothing inq)ort{ait de^^cps at the office* stay a IMe 
longer." 

C Lira groaned to herself but urged Herb. ''Oh do. Sta\ until the w heat harvest in 
Kansas. It will only take a day to get back to Chicago. You could take a plane." 

John's paper was down now. He was looking fiercely at the wall, then at Herb, then 
at the wall again. 

"Oh Herbert," she said again earnt^tly. "T am so excited ov^ it all. If you do have 
to leave before we finish I could write you and ask your advice, I know John would hardly 
dare gp dbsad without your coiisaltatic»L'* 

It would not be wise ifl begin the landsc^ing for me not to finish it in that I am 
making a hobby of doing that kind of work and someone else's plans mi^t not pan out witih 
mine." 

John was arising now. He w as stomping toward the kitchen. He was getting a drink 
and the clock. "Well/' he blurted, guess it's time for bed.'' 

Things were put in shape quickly, the lights turned oil. in the bedroom Clara said, 
"I'm so glad Herbert came and is going to help us so much.'" 

"Yes, it is fine," John replied defiantly. "He is in the habit of meeting such 
problems. We should get his advice before we ev^ do a thing. Before 1 buy cattle even." 
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''But John. Yon always bn^ him up so. Say he has done so wdl. Has a deductive 

mind." 

"He's a bag of wind. That's all he is. What did he ever do? Just comes here to try to 
get money from me w hen he's broke." 

"But John. You and the men are so busy. And Herbert can see to it so well. I lis 
education and all. 1 think it is so nice he came just now and has consented to help me.'' 

Yes. it is nice. It is nice for him to come just when Im starting to fill up the feed 

lot." 

Mc»3iii^ mm fii^ too quiddy. It some tiin^ befoi^ either of th^ fell asleep. 
At break&st table John asked, "Is tibis not the day yoii^ to Burwell to tiie Inter-County 
Club meet?" 

'^es dear. This is the day. But I am a mind not to go with Herbert hare. So omch I 
want to get done on the place." 

"You better go/' John informed her shortly. "I'll stay at home with the children and 
Herb. I want a little time with him myself" 

She hardly dared to argue with John w hen he spoke with that intlcction. She was 
suddenly aw are that she had gone far enough. Her plan carried further might end in 
catastrophe of any nature. "Well^" she consented, '1 siq)pose th^e'll be time tomorrow for 
the woik,'* 

She left about m0x% and with ottier women she drove forty miles noilk reii^iimng the 
entire day. It was five-thirty when she returned home. Within a quarter of a mile of h^ 

house she found a transformation was in the making in her front yard. The hog houses had 
been slid back forty rods west. Tlicre was their tractor hooked on to the township grader and 
John was running it. turning up a horseshoe dri\ e to the front door. The second and third 
hired men w ere mo\ ing the garage to a spot near the house. The children were nmmng out 
and in the screen porch. 

She stopped the car in an out of tibie way place and stepped beaming toward the 
Ws^x* It was haitu^ now and John was ^#iibing off* "I just got it doped mU he said, ''a 
Somsr bed would be good there by ^ hydrant, and we^ fix a little bettor Btjsp into the door. 
I think we betto* make a fence around some of these trees or s(miething will get out and kill 

CraL 

"Oh. that will be lovely, John," she exclaimed. "Looks just like a city home." She 
did not see Herb about anywhere. Finally she asked, "Where's Herbert." 

"Ah. To thunder with him." John blurted. "He had a hurry call back to the city 
when 1 wouldn't loan him any money. And get this in your head, Clara. You don't need to 
write him. He don't know any more about landscaping than a goat. Now as I was saying, do 
you think you want a flower bed in that comer or siiall we make it all into a drive? In the 
morning the boys are going to take the truck and get some gravel to scatter axoimd What do 
y* 81^" 

"'WeU/* she took his arms and pulled herself to him tightly, '*I thiidc^idt ^oem^ 
would be a nice place for petunias." 

End. 

Geo. G. Gowen 
North Loup, Neb 
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(The Shyster) 



by George G- Gowen 



I do not know as I can say I ev^mlly liked Enc Stxmc hanging around the office or 
admired mettiods of dialing in real esMt^ but I did like his abstiaets he ^ve me to 
made and the insurance he put me next to writing. 

Eric \\ as a short, w iry man with small slate-colored eyes and an ivory head and never 
cared much about church until he traded tor the old house down by the river that old lady 
Prichard lived in for so long. Hric got possession of the propeny from the county, furniture 
and ail (Mrs. Prichard having been an old age pension) and had left it as it was, hoping to 
find someone w hom he could trade it to, bag and baggage, just as he had gotten it. 

I think he had hop& of Heverend Goodard fix>m the first, for he had heard that the 
miiiislar wanted a cabin or retreat whore he could go imd^tuifoed to stu<fy^ and peiu^ take 
his class of boys for a nights outing now and then. This place was up on die first bmch fiom 
the river^ in tibe tre^ and the house was full of worn out fimntufe asd broken dishes of old 
lady Wchaixl who had lived there for nearly sixty years. 

Besides that, there was an old cellar or cave under the house, now nailed up, this 
running under the back kitchen, and it was infected with rattlesnakes. This fact Eric 
discovered someway and revelled to me. under oath of strictest confidence, when I 
suggested buying the house. This also seemed to work out perfectly for Reverend Goodard, 
for he had mentioned in a semion that he had a phobia of snakes that approached nearly an 
obsession. 

"But why {Hck cm him?" I inqmiied wbm Eric informed me the cteal was about 
OH^plde. ^He^U turn it back to you the minute h^ 

^'Just what I want,** Eric whispoed. *The old hypocrite has upset no le^ timn two 
good deals of mine by telling the parties I was rooping them. V\\ show him. Til get his 

down payment, tlien he'll fuid die snake den and walk off and ITl be ahead,'' 



It was only a few days until Rever^Kl Goodard came to the office with his rattling 
our and the i^pe^ were signed. He was a slow moving white-haired man widi big round 
eyes. As with most minist^ of the ^^^1, he was poor, but from a savings account of 
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some nature he had gathered together the hundred dollars as down payment on the five 

hundred dollar deal. 

The place was sold on contract, no deed given, but an agreement signed that 
Reverend Goodard was to pay ten dollars a month and half the principal w as paid. Eric 
Stone was to give the warranty deed and abstract. Eric even looked to the abstract part, 
thinking he would not have to pi^t up the money for it at the noiuiQe. 

As I was writing out tiie pf^i^ for them the thought occurred to me that there might 
be troudble 0V^ the furniture, so I suggested a hst be tnadeof ^iat» and th^ if the deal fell 
tfarou^ (which I was sure it would) each would know what should be left. 

'We'll jnst make a Ust of the more important things," Eric said magnanimously, "and 
you can have fte rest. Then if you have to turn the place back for some reason, be sure 
everything on the list is there and yoiril be all right/' 

This seemed fair enough so an in\ oice along with the contract was signed. Then the 
Reverend paid his hundred dollars, took his copy and left. 



I really felt a little sotif Ibr the I^erend. He was a nice man as &r as I ever knew 
ti^nbigtd dD good woik i^ one wanted good wofk dom He^t^ BDt 

a powerM speaker, his Ments lying more in tmtside projects like camps and pastoral work, 
I knew he had upset a few of Stone's deals but he had really been right in doing it, for Stone 
was none too honest, and now as revenge, he was going to take the preacher's hundred 
dollars and laugh at him in the bargain. 

The property also was too high by two hundred dollars. Mrs. Prichard had lived 
there a lifetime, a sort of a recluse, and no one knew exactly how she lived before she was 
put on pensioii. S^tne said she had rich relatives in the east, odam said she received money 
in die mail now and then, but if she did she ni^er displayed sifdS of it. She never had a 
bank accoimt» or a new garment, or rq>ahed h^ house and what she ate would have )mpt a 
sparrow. Wbeii she died Em the property for just €iK>i^ to pay thefuneral 

exp^is^. 

It was then the snakes were found under the house. He heard them there and pried 
up a board but he didn't have the nerve to kill them, nor did he have the inclination either. 
Holes, no doubt, by the dozens ran from the cave to the slough and it would take a stone 
wall no doubt to keep them out. and the cost of that was more than the place was worth. 

Each night after that for the next week, as I was going home from the office I saw the 
preacher's old car sitting out by the little, shack. I was tempted each time to stop and see 
how th^ good man was conung and also to fe^U him the a^^ke den mxdi& the hoim It 
seemisd a diity to me to tell him for I was a&aid he mi^t get bittra, but still if I told^ that 
would show me \xp the good man would wonder why I had not warned him fafefi^ and 
also Eric Stone would lose confidence in me, refusing to give me abstracts to make, and in 
times like these, every bit of business counts, even from a shyster. 

I tarried more than a w eek, worrying w hat to do. when one day Reverend Goodard 
drove up to the office, in a new car, turned off the engine and came in. Neither Stone or I 
could understand the new car for we knew the parishioners were even less enthusiastic about 
tossing money in the platter than they were about the good work the minister was trying to 
do. 
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''Brother Stone." Reverend Goodard began in a somber manner. "I ha\ e conie to 
return the contract to you. After going over the place I found a ca\ e under the house full of 
snakes, and I am sure if I w ere able to clean them out. 1 ne\ er would feel at ease there. I 
believe it would be better to just give up the contract now than to go on worrying more over 
it" 

Brie Stone tried to act surprised. "Fm sorry* Revered Goodard," he said. "I didn't 
know. I never looked und^ Ike house. P^iiaps we can fix that someway*" I noticed Stone 
made no motion of giving back the hundred dollars. 

But Revo-end Gootel hitemipted. **No," he said, s all right. It was a feir and 

square bargain and I should have looked over the place before I bought it. You keep the 
hundred dollars as the contract called and I'll mark it up to experience. 1 should have 
looked." 

The Reverend turned and left iinnicd lately. I had to admit he was a good sport and 1 
liked him better for it. Eric was pleased over the whole affair, making the hundred dollars 
so easily. But 1 was not so happy. I had a feeling that I was partly responsible for the loss to 
our pastor, and his loss was while he was trying to save our boys fixnn die wild and wicked 
world. Before qittttii^ time I had folfy n^olved to go and compoisate to Revermd Goodard 
and if he i^CiisedL ^ pve Mm a taiodied doUm toward ^ pun^iase of S€»ne otber property 
tbst he and the <^iirch eould Jbr a similar purpose. 

It was dark when I started home and knocked at the parsonage. I was welcomed in 
and asked to take a seat, he expeeting me to ask advice on some spiritual question, or to 
make confession, no doubt. In a way it w as a confession, for I told him I knew all the time 
about the snakes and should have w^arned him. but the position I was in. it seemed 
impossible at the time, and as a penalty tor my negligence, 1 was oftenng a himdred dollars 
toward another site. 

"Broths Jones/' he said thoughtfully. "This is blessed of you to make that offer but 
you need not do it I know well how hard 19 you are and a hundred dollars would be 
difficult for you to raise. In fiict I was planning on rewarding you for llie help you gave me 
intbeccttitraet" 

"What?" I asked. "I don't understand." 

*'For listing the personal property 1 w^as not to take aw ay.'' he said, l ie thought a 
moment and then continued. "You see. 1 w as sure there was money hidden somew here's 
about the place. I had called on Mrs. Prichard when she was ill at last, and she gave me a 
two dollar biU, a big one of old denomination for some medicine. From that and a few other 
things I positive sim was a mi^. That W8(3 what I bought the place for. When 1 found 
it there was enough money to buy a summer camp for the boys and gurls^ topay my hundred 
doUais bai^ to birj^ me a mm car wfaieb I needed badity, to redecomte the church to pay you 
a few dollars for your trouble, and much more for whatever the church needs. And don't 
worry about the snakes. They helped me find the horde.'* 

"But I don't understand about the snakes," 1 queried. 

''Well," Reverend Goodard continued. "When I found the raulesnakes under the 
house I knew they were not there w ithout purpose. Mrs. Prichard w as too smart for that. 1 
deducted, w ithout doubt, the\' w crc there as a guard to her treasure. 1 also knew she would 
not be going into the cave with ihem. There was some other way. 

''By studying the house I found the old built-in Gi^)board in the back kitchen sat 
dumly over die cave. It seemed to be fastraed securely to the house, but after studying a 



Short Stories 



324 



vMie I fbEind byTemoving a few wooden pins, die cupboard, baseboard and section of the 
wall would move out. Under the cupboard was a mat and under that was a trap door, very 

clevcrl\ concealed. Opening that, one could sec directly into the den of snakes. 

1 found then a wire and with a htiok on the end I worked it around in the snakes until 
T hooked into a handle of a metal box which ordinarily was used as a bed tor the snakes. 
This 1 pulled up and in it found the money. That box was not mentioned in the list so I was 
at perfect liberty to take it along, was I not.**' 

"Hone&tly, Brother Jones, I am diankfiii to you for makiiig the li^ and for a fact; I 
am not as afiaid of snakes as some folks think, although I couldn't think of abeft^ place 
under the drcimistances.'^ 

End, 

George G. Gow en 
North Loup, Neb 
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HIS WIFE'S PEOPLE 



By Geotge G. Gowen 

"Are you going to your felks for dmner again^' Joe Snyder inquired of his wife as 
he started to shave for church. He tried to speak in a casual off-hand manner. 

She stopped mixing her Jello over the foolishness of the question. "Why do you 
ask?" she returned curtly. She was a serious \\ oman. black eyes and black hair with a 
sprinkle of grey. She looked young for her age, appearing more like a sister to her daughter, 
Marie, than a mother. "Why do you ask that?" she demanded again. 

Joe expected some such answer. Ever since their marriage, eighteen years ago, they 
had eaten Sunday dinner at his wife's folks, unless o&owise invited. It was a standing 
invitation, expe^leid, plafmed« to fo directly from chuis^ tti^ for the meal tefme gcnng on 
home. He ^oul4 not have asl^ ^e question* he m^^ed, hat m Ifaat he had, he must now 
speak again, ^h I ji;^ thought it would be nice to eat at home some Sunday, by oi^^lves, 
so to speak, and get acquainted." 

Mrs. Snyder went on with her stirring. '1 told them we w ere commg, if we don't the 
folks will feel badly and Han'v and Jane will know^ you are mad." She was not a woman to 
dictate to her husband in a busmess way, but she did supervise her household and asked no 
assistance from anyone. 

Joe sharpened his razor. "Km not exactly mad. I'm just tired of Harry's actions is 
all. 1 think he and Jane know his dido^ aggravate me aiK} that is why he d This was 

the first instance for a loog time he had spckm ill of his in-^Iaws, 

^t)fcourselhey knowit,*'Nte. Snyder answered scolding him slightly. ^^Andyoa 
tuake it worse by acting like a ten year old about it. If you'd pay no attmtion he'd quit.** 

"It just occurs to me," Joe answered in a sore tone, ''he might flirt with his wife in 
place of Marie. Last week when he took her to that w restling match I felt like slapping liis 
snoot." 

"You'd better hold your temper, Joe."* She glared at him. "If you get mad and blow 
off they never would get over it. You'd be, the laughing stock of the country." 

"I might be, but Sarah, stranger things have happened than girls to fall for married 
men, and I don't \^^t it in our &mily, or with our dai^^bt^. And the w<»st part of it is, your 
sister seen^ Id egg Hairy on. IMd^ tf ssinartfiirlidin I have wondered if 

she didn^t dunk it smart because it bothers me. She likes me like she would a snake 
anyway." 

"Ah, you're just imagining things," Mrs. Snyder concluded, stepping to the ice box 
with her jello and on to the bed-room. 

She had no more than left than his daughter. Marie, came clipping into the kitchen to 
shine her shoes. She was a petite miss, w ith black curls, blue eyes, and features as if they 
had been sharply chiseled out of white marble. She was Joe's pride and delight. Nothing 
was too nice for such a fine daughter, he maintained, and he would ever make it his business 
to keep her fine. 
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His face was shaven now. He washed it off with a wet towel, put up his razor and 

turned to his daughter. He was careful about his orders to his children, trying never to be 
unreasonable, but still he expected to be obeyed. He stepped close and spoke low. 

"Now listen. Marie. When w e get to Ciramp's to-day you stay away from Uncle 
Harry. If you want to flirt, pick some nice kid your age. but you stay away trom these 
married men. Uncle Harry has a wife. Let him wrestle with hen" 

Marie turned to her father seriously, "Daddy, I don't like it either, when he picks on 
me but 1 don't want to cause a scene in Granc^a's house when we are invited to dimier." 

Joe thoti^ a second. Jane and Hany were a tittle older than Maiie and much 
younger than him asid Sarah. Jime had for some tktie ^stiked Joe. He hadinamaztn^been 
successful. Harry had not yet found anything remimerative. Joe had no intention or desire 
to siir up anymore feeling in the family against him than already existed. I le u hispered to 
his daughter, "Hon. You stay away from Harry. Leave him alone. Do you hear? Now 
mind me/' 

He patted her shoulder and went on to the other room to finish dressing for church. 

Sunday dinner at Grandpa Jenkms was as much a part of the day's worship for the 
fiunily as the meetiiig Bt the chwch. Theze wiis Grmc^ who put in most of his time sitting. 
He was white-chaired and itodd^ and was haid of heai^ Init still, sometiiiies heard too 
mudi, as is the way of deaf people. Grandma, witii her white hair and long full skirts, was 
profoundly religious mid was the final authority oil all points of behavior. Harry and Jane 
made their home there when, not working on some job. Bob and his wife lived too far away 
to be present every time. Annabelle taught sehool and then there were tlie Snyders: Joe, 
Sarah. Marie and little John, They filled the big round table in the dmmg room nearly every 
Sunday. 

Joe was the first to arri\ e from church and had just seated himself by the radio to 
Obat with his father-in-law when the door swung open and Marie biu:st in funning for the 
kitchen. The din had no more than settled when the door popped open again and Hariy 
Game boundogiKaim tile duu^ He was aft^ Marie, alreac^, Joe 

deducted. He did fiot know Aether the giri was obeying or not in the race throu^ 
house, but he would give her, die credit. 

Joe arose and sauntered toward the kitchen. He must control his temper, he knew. 
Perhaps he'd better have remained seated. Han-y was in the kitchen. He was a young man, 
twenty-two, with curly pompadour hair and a well tailored suit. Jane, whose eyes looked to 
Joe like cat's, was entering the back door and was laughing profusely. She too was young 
but not as young as Marie. The joke seemed to be now on Harry. Sarah and Johnnie \\ ere 
now following Jane, tfidr hands full of church papers. ' What's iq>?'' Sarah asked. ''What's 
so fonny?" She was tihe older sister and spoke with authorily, 

"'Harry's stc^>ped now/' Jane shrieked* **Marie ran in the bath-room and locked die 

"Tve got her cornered/' Harry vowed, pacing across the room with his hands on his 

hips. "IMI get her when she comes out." 

Joe was deeply disgusted. He turned and moved back to talk with Grandpa. But as 
he stalled off he heard Jane laugh again and speak to Hany. "Better be careful. Joe is 
gettuig mad again." Joe kiiew she said it pur|">osely so he could hear, but he pretended not to. 

"Ah. He'll get over it,'' Harry answered. "It's all a Joke, anyway." 
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Joe was resentful of these remarks. He wished now he had ordered his family home 
to dinner, but. ordering Sarah would only cause a family argument. And more. Grandpa and 
Grandma w ould ha\ e been hurt and that would take explanation. He would rather have 
someone else in the melee than him. 

lie felt a Uttle cheap, too. He hired men for his farm work. Sometimes three or four 
with never any trouble, and always with the ac^^epted idea that he was the boss. But here» in 
his own &nulyr&^ niade a joke of, and a pair of kids just out of then* teens. He could 
not help btit feel his wife was none too loyal either. The least mention of censitre of his 
wife^s folks by him would cause her to fly to tiieh' defense. And he knew ix>m experirace 
he had no business trying to argue with Sarah. 

After returning from the kitehen there w as a calm in the household for a few- 
minutes. The w omen folks all put on their aprons and skumed to help Grandma set the 
dinner on. Bob. Joe and Grandpa fell to discussing the new state highw ay then under 
construction. Harry circulated about the house, joking the women, gathering chairs, his eyes 
on the bath-room door. Joe was amused at his daughter in the way she had side-tracked him. 

"Dinner/' Grandma called. "Jane. You set 'em" 

Joe arose and sttKkd ready. Rob and Gran<^ followed suit Then suddenly Joe saw 
Made em^ge fimn the baifa-room, dbic and pretty as ev^. She had had plenty of tinoe to fix 
h^ hair and it shone like satin with a row of curls across the back, and her blue ey^ 

sparkled. Then Joe saw Harry move. He made a dive for Marie. He would muss up that 
bcautitul coiffure. No telling wiiat he would do. The girl was ducking, hoping for the best. 
Jane was starting to laugh. 

"ITl get e\ en with you." Harry announced. 

He caught Marie and rubbed his face against hers. She shrieked and fought, but 
against Hany's strong arms she had no show. Jane was in nesur hysterics. Grandma 
protested ^Esmnig to the lesoue, putting her arm aroqnd \m granddaughter, smoothing her 
hahr and usli^i^ her to h^ place. Joe loved Ids mo^Sier-^law mofe fiir it and tiira he 
noticed Marie's &ce was red and Harry JumI not shaved that day. Joe felt his hands clinch. 
The idea that his htotiier-in^kw should be so slovenly as not to diave for church. But 
Grandma was speaking, 

'^Be seated folks. Be seated." 

When they were settled and Grandma had asked the Blessing Joe discovered 
something else. Marie and Harry were sitting side by side. That was Jane's arrangement 
Harry was teasing the girl now. 

''If that had been Stanley you would have liked it." 

Mme did not answ^. She was blushing^ or was it from Hany's sharp whiskers. Joe 
was dtsgost^^ beycHid^^)eeclt Stanley was a nice bc^* Marie had gcme with him a few 
times and Joe was radier ^ad he was paying attention to his daughter. Why ridicule the 
girl? And Joe was sure his daughter did not pet, at least to excess. She was not that kmd. 

Then Harry stole Marie's cake, sahed her coffee, and poured cream in her water. 
Jane howled with laughter. Cirandma was between a smile and a frow n, not daring to say 
anvthing. Sarah acted amused. Bob was bored and Grandpa did not hear for the chicken. Joe 
realized there were wrinkles on his forehead and he was looking straight at Marie. She 
noticed liim and started to arise, but Harry pulled her back in her chair and embraced her lar 
more dian was n^^essary. 

Then Joe arose and said sternly, ''Marie. Come here." 
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She struggled lose aftd obeyed. He took his keys fbt Ms car from his pocket and said 

to her, wish you would drive to the Ord elevator and ask what they'd take for a carload of 

yellow corn. Take some of your friends along if you wish. Be sure and get the price right; 
don't drive loo fast, and get back by five." 

Sarah inlcrjected. ''On Sunday, Joe!" 

''Yes, on Sunday/' he blurted. 'If Johnson is not at the elevator, go to his house, and 
if he^s not at home go. anyway.*" 

Jane laughed again. She could lai}^ at anything. The whale xoqiii was saoi^^ 
except Grmdma, who was sad at the vinlation of &e Sabbath, €biuiu%>a, who did not hear, 
and Sarah who was g^Uuing at Joe. He ai^ided her eyes and i^d, ^Thie s^nuMl tiioi:^ to- 
day, didn't you. Grandma?" 



The days of the week passed slowly for Joe. His work took his time, his daughter his 
thoughts. The ladies club met on Thursday afternoon. That day Mrs. Snyder took the car, 
Joe stayed at home. When he saw his daughter coming hcmie fix>m school he wmt to tibe 
house to ha¥e a talk wi& her, 

**Ma]!ie/* he said leaning against the table* "I have bean wimitmg a talk with you all 
wi^. Now di^'tbie afindd, I am only trying to help you out of a bad dilation, — yes bad Sir 
both of us." 

She sat down and sighed. AH children loath lectures, 

"Marie. Tell me. Did you ever make love? Did you ever kiss a boy — Stanley, for 
example?" 

"Daddy!" She was shocked. 

He started with another i^ipach. "Pardon me, Hpn, I shouldn't have a^ked you 
that. Marie. You're a fine girl. I couldn't expect a better one. But you can kiss me. You 
are a regular flirt witiime sometimes.*' 

She bri^tened up. *T11 kiss yott mm you wisih. Daddy.'* 

^^No. Not now dear." He held his palm out. He went on and exptamed Ms plan and 
upon conclusion he said, "Now remember, whatever you do, always get caught. You'll do 
it, won't you?'' 

She smiled at her father. "Til think about it Daddy." She reached up and kissed 
him. "Anyway, if 1 don't. Til know you are a schemer/" Then she whispered coyly, 
"Stanley did kiss me one night. Of course i pretended 1 didn't like it." She held lip her 
finger. "But don't you dare tell mother." 

Joe acniled to himsetf but put his lower lip under his teetib. Then he reached hi his 
pocket for hisplirse and slipped out a ten dollar bill. *1f you do as I ask you can have this to 
buy you a new dr^ Btct fyst^ befme you touch it, vm must gel results.^ He tfiii^ed Ae bill 
between the paper and &e cupboard shelf and left for the bam. 

Sunday morning came again and the usual preparation for church. Joe said nothing 
this morning about not going to Grandpa's. It was while he was tying his tie that Sarah 
reprimanded him slightly. "You hold your tongue to-day. Harry may get on your nerves but 
that's no reason for you to show off That's no reason why you should send Marie off on 
Sunday on a business deal without her dinner." 
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Joe wanted to answer but he knew better. He could reason w ith Sarali on any subject 
except her folks. That subject he must take bag and baggage and no coniinents. "All right, 
mother. All right." 

There was church again and Sunday School and the gathering at the house. Mane 
was detained on some committee and when she arrived she went straight to the bed -room to 
remove her wraps. Joe was especially good natured. He even tried to joke with Jane. 

Gran<^ was in the middle of telling of a blizzard in 1 882. Joe had heard him tell 
the stofy inai]^tmoi@s bixt it was a good one at that Grandpa had just reached tiie strawpile 
vfbm Joe heard a shriek. It was a moment before he realized the shriek was fiom no one but 
Jane and she was coming from the bed-room. Harry was following, guffawing, and then Joe 
heard Marie say quietly to her mother, 'There's no use to fight with him. He's so much 
stronger." 

Then there was more cahii. I larry circulated about getiiiiL: chairs, tpv ing to keep a 
smile back. Joe discovered Grandpa was still telling of the blizzard. It took more than a 
shriek from Jane to stop him in the middle of a story. He probably never heard her. 

Again they were seated at the table, ^am Haiiy stole Marie's cake. Joe wished 
he'd get a new joke for a dbmige. And then sudd^y Marie discovered the missing cake. 
She gasped, jmnped up, flung her aams about Bmry and buried her mouth in his neck. She 
pretended to bite but it only tickled. She hung on and hung on, he tipping over the chair, 
they falling on the floor but she not giving up. 

"Children! Children!" Grandma exclaimed jumping from her seat. "Please. Please. 
Marie. Don't.*' 

But Marie was not so '^please/' Sarah looked at her husband. "Go tend to your 
daughter, Joe." 

Tend tp h& yourself/' he replied nonchalantly taking some more gravy. ''Will you 
have some more GrsodpaT 

Marie was showing no s^is of ceashig her onsKaug^t Harry was hoi^riin^ half 
between pain and taught^. Iliey were on the floor. His arms were about the gui; she was 
stttt Inting Ms Deck, Saraband Jane were moving to^^d flie couple. But Hairy was not 
howling now. 

"She kissed him!" Jane yelled. ^Thc idea!" 

Sarah was pulling her daughter off now. Jane was helping her husband up, brushing 
his clothes. "Things have gone about far enough." she sputtered. 

''We'll Just have Marie change places with me/' Sarah pronounced. "1 guess she 
won't pick on Grandpa." 

"'If he could make love like Harry, I would," Marie suggested, casting a sly glance at 
the elder and dnidkhig him und^ flie chin. 

"Make love like Harry!" Jane exploded. '^low do you know?" 

Marie put her finger in her mouth and turned shyly, "Oh, I know." 

"Marie, sit down," her mother ordered. "You should be ashamed." 

Joe gathered that it was his turn to speak. 'Tine sermon to-day. Grandma. Don't 
you think?" 

Even changing the suhjecl and a full re\ ie\v of the semion did not allay the 
flirtations. Marie smiled frequently at Ham and he back when he dared, and once when 
Jane was looking at him with a scowl on her face, trying to misim him without speaking, 
Nfarie winked. She did not wink quick raough but what Jane saw it 
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"You think you are sma^ don't you Marie?" 

'^What's she done now?" S£U^ retorted. "It's over. Now forget it Jane! Til tend to 

my own daughter/' 

Jane hesitated a minute. "She knows what she did." 
Marie confessed nothing —kept constantly eating. 
"What'd she do?" her mother demanded, 
"She winked at Harry." 

"Winked!" Grandpa exploded. He heard this time. "Winked!" Hetumedtohis 
granddaughter ^*You naugjity child. Don^t ever wink. Your grandmother winked at me 
onee^ and see how it turned out" 

'*^d I iii^uiM^ 1^^^^ tmd M€ once,*' Jm adcted^ "afid it cost me five ftw^i^ 
doUars." 

Silence reigned for a time then. Bob was laughing behind his hand. Joe wanted to 
but did not dare. P^inally Marie arose and stepped over to her father. ''Daddy. Could 1 take 
the car for a wliile? I'd like to drive out and see Mema Burke about a song for church next 
week," 

Joe was equal to the occasion. "Yes Hon. but you really oughten t' go alone. That 
one ^ is not gDod and mi^t gQ fk^ idiy time^ Td £b& it but my rheumatism has been 
botiiering me in I9ie and I waitf to ^y whi^ it is warm." 

Marie smiled at Harry and twitted^ ^'You'll go with me and drive, won't you. Uncle 
Hany?" 

He started to arise. "Sure. FU be slad to." 

"No you won't, either/' Jane spoke pulling him back in his chair by his coat-tail. 
"You're not going out with that little hussy. You'd go hog-wild." 

Sarah was on her feet. "Jane. How dare you talk like that about Marie." 

"She is, isn't she? A regular little minx. Flirting with married men. You didn't see 
what I saw in the bed-room." 

"Well! He^Mediti^" Sarah retorted, nocking to Hany. "Nowuike the 
consequences. Youthoi^t it was sd^ as kkng as it was p^ti^g die ^ii^^M se^is like 
when you mw it womed Joe you would be courteous enough to stop. Roliliing his old 
whiskers on her tender face! Things can go too far.'- 

The women were across the table, their eyes snapping. Grandma arose then and took 
Marie by the ami and then Joe and started them toward the door. ''Go son, and fix that tire. 
Your rheumatism is not that bad." Joe was amused. It really wasn't. 

Then the old lady grabbed Sarah. ""Let's you and I go for a walk. Mrs. Jones is 
sick, rd like to take her some flowers." Then she hesitated. ''Jane. You do the dishes." 

Grandpa perked up at this point. "Mother," he intajected. "What are you saying? 
You'r^^^not going TMb seems like old times." 

-Ta." She looked at him and shouted, ^Tou ^o feed the hem.'' 

^Wbm Qt&xkdxm started g^vipg orders m&[ym& obeyed. cxnly tCK>k tilings in hmd 
as a last imot. 
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The week whirled around again and back to Sunday morning. Joe was shax ing, 
Sarah w as in the butter\^ mixing up some fruit salad, Johnie was trying to tlnd his socks, 
Marie was cleaning her nails. 

"Going to folks again for dinner?" Joe asked. 

''No/' Sarah snapped. ''Going to eat at home to-day. Get acquainted with our own 
family for once;" 

Joe hai^ dared to ^leak for fear of showing imdue del^t Findly he said, ''Make 
Grampa and Qmi&im iml l«dly won't it?*' 

**No. They're iiiviled over to Aunt Eva's ** She hesitated a minute, and then, "Harry 

and Jane cany their jokes a little too far sometimes. And 1 am ashamed of Marie. No telling 
what she would do if she w ere alone." 

Joe glanced o\ er to his daughter and she looked up. They smiled, ever so faintly- 
Then he motioned, without display, to the ten dollar bill in the cupboard. 

Marie stopped her manicuring, picked out the bill, tucked it into the neck of her waist 
and sauntered into her bed-room. 



Bod. 

George G. Gowen 
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